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Pork Producers 
Wanted in our Area

I have a limited number of slots in December reserved for 
members of WIPCO to meet with a company that wants to 
expand in our area. For this opportunity, you can be located 
anywhere within WIPCO’s service territory.

Please call me to reserve one of these slots and to learn more 
about the opportunity and if it is the right fit for you. Maybe 
you want to diversify your current operation or bring the next 
generation back to the farm. Whatever your reason, now is 
the time! Space is limited, so please call me at your earliest 
convenience. 

You can reach me by phone at 
800-253-5189 or 712-263-2943.   
If you prefer, my e-mail address 
is: stephanie.wiese@wipco.com

Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative’s mission is 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services.

Hello! Have you ever 
considered being 
a pork producer or 
would like to expand 
your operation? 
If so, please call me, 
Stephanie Wiese, 
Director of Member 
Service/Economic 
Development, 
about an exciting 
opportunity with a 
company that wants 
to grow in our area!

 
  Holiday Closing

The Cooperative’s 
offices and warehouses 
will be closed Thursday, 
November 28 and Friday, 
November 29 for the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 
From all of us at Western 
Iowa Power Cooperative, 
we wish you all a 
blessed Thanksgiving.
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Manager’s Message

Help Us Keep Linemen Safe There is Much to Be 
Thankful for

November is a time of year 
for reflection and giving 
thanks. I am grateful for you, 
our cooperative members, 

and I am thankful to be 
a part of Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative. Your 

Cooperative’s management team and employees 
are committed to providing you with safe and 
reliable electric service. It is a commitment we 
take seriously.

I think it’s equally important to let you 
know just what an impact you have on your 
Cooperative, likely in ways you may not even 
realize. Because we are locally governed by 
members like you, we are able to get a first-hand 
perspective on cooperative priorities, thereby 
enabling us to make more informed decisions on 
long-term investments, such as renewable energy 
programs, equipment and technology upgrades 
and new technologies like electric vehicles.

 We are thankful that our board of directors-
-members just like you--take time to attend 
important training sessions, participate in 
planning meetings and keep abreast of industry 
trends. This investment in time results in better 
informed advisors that serve WIPCO’s interests in 
a way that you expect and deserve.

On a more personal note, we appreciate the 
countless acts of kindness our line workers and 
other employees receive when they are working 
in severe weather and dangerous conditions. We 
know the inconvenience it is to be without power 
and when it does go off, it is our top priority to 
restore it. Our employees are thankful for your 
patience and consideration when we are trying to 
restore power during challenging situations and 
prolonged periods. 06-05-1770

Thank you for being a part of Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative and for your role in helping 
us live out the cooperative difference. We value 
your support and are thankful today, and every 
day, to continue serving you.

If you’re driving on Iowa roadways, what 
should you do if you approach a utility vehicle 
stopped on the shoulder with its flashing lights 
activated? According to the state’s Move Over 
or Slow Down law, motorists must slow down 
or move over, or you could be fined $100 for not 
complying.

The Move Over or Slow Down law states that a 
motorist must change lanes or slow down when 
approaching a stationary emergency, tow or 
utility maintenance vehicle that has its flashing 
lights activated. As a safety best practice, we 
encourage you to slow down AND move over 
every time you approach a vehicle stopped on the 
side of the road.

When behind the wheel, keep your eyes on 
the road and make room for utility maintenance 
workers who are on the side of the road.
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The gap between rural and 
urban Iowa continues to widen as 
population, earnings and net farm 
income are declining in several 
rural areas. Unfortunately, an 
unintended consequence of federal 
tax law changes now threatens 
to impose an additional financial 
burden on rural communities.

Under the new tax law, electric 
cooperatives that receive federal, 
state or local government grants 
are at risk of losing their tax-
exempt status. This undermines 
a successful business model 
that has served America’s rural 
communities well for decades. It 
doesn’t matter what the grant is 
for—storm recovery, broadband 
deployment or economic 
development. If grant funding 
causes a co-op’s non-member 
income to exceed 15 percent, its 
tax-exempt status is gone.

Congress inadvertently created 
this problem, and now coops are 
urging Congress to fix this mistake 
this year. Such a correction will 
protect the tax-exempt status of 
electric co-ops and avoid needless 
rate increases for many American

Don’t ignore the warning signs of a 
serious electrical problem. Shut the 
outlet or switch off at the circuit breaker, 
and contact WIPCO’s electricians to 
make repairs.

Chuck Soderberg, Executive Vice President & General Manager 
of the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives

families and businesses that could 
result due to the changes being 
carried out by the IRS. Pending 
bipartisan legislation known as the 
RURAL Act (H.R. 2147 and S.1032) 
clarifies that government grants 
should not jeopardize the tax-
exempt status of electric co-ops. 

The bipartisan RURAL Act 
has been co-sponsored by nearly 
all of Iowa’s Congressional 
Delegation, including Senator 
Ernst and Representatives Axne, 
Finkenauer, King and Loebsack. 
We thank them for their support. 
Senator Grassley currently chairs 
the Finance Committee in the U.S. 
Senate which has jurisdiction over 
this proposed bill because it deals 
with the tax code. Iowa’s electric 
cooperatives are depending on 
Senator Grassley to help restore 
certainty and common sense to 
our tax treatment. His leadership 
can help ensure that co-ops won’t 
jeopardize their tax-exempt status 
by accepting government grants. 

Lawmakers acknowledge that 
the threat to electric co-ops is 
an unintended consequence. 
Co-ops are locally owned, not-
for-profit businesses created 
to supply electricity to their 
member-consumers. Among 
the 45 member cooperatives of 
the Iowa Association of Electric 
Cooperatives, there are roughly 
650,000 Iowans in all 99 counties 
who will feel the impacts of this 
tax increase.  

Iowa’s weather can be 
unpredictable and unrelenting. 
When disaster strikes and the 
lights go out, electric co-ops 
frequently rely on government 
assistance to recover from the 
damage and restore power 
quickly. If the damage is severe 
enough, the co-op may also seek 
assistance to help mitigate future

threats by using grants to help 
“storm harden” the grid. But if the 
assistance pushes a co-op’s income 
over the 15-percent non-member 
income level, the co-op will have 
to choose between losing its tax-
exempt status or walking away 
from needed funds. 

If the new tax law changes had 
been in place over the past decade, 
several electric cooperatives across 
Iowa would have been in danger 
of losing their tax-exempt status 
for accepting FEMA assistance 
following natural disasters like 
flooding or ice storms. 

Locally owned electric co-ops 
and the Iowans they serve should 
not receive a tax bill for stepping 
up to restore power after a natural 
disaster.  

It’s time to stop a taxing problem 
for rural Iowa by passing the 
RURAL Act this year. As Iowa’s 
electric co-ops prepare for a 
potentially harsh winter, relief 
can’t come soon enough.  

Submitted by Chuck Soderberg, executive 
vice president and general manager of the 
Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives. 
Iowa’s locally owned electric cooperatives 
power the lives of 650,000 people 
throughout all 99 counties. 
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Need Money for College?

WIPCO in conjunction with Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
(BEPC) will be awarding six scholarships for the 2020-2021 school 
year. Now in its 30th year, the scholarship program recognizes and 
encourages academic and community achievements of students 
whose parents are WIPCO members.

BEPC will award one $1,000 scholarship, and WIPCO will 
award one $1,000 and four $500 scholarships. Two of the $500 
scholarships will be designated specifically for students enrolling in 
a vocational/technical school.

The scholarship must be used for educational costs, and the 
student must enter college in the fall of the school year for which 
the scholarship is given. Scholarships will be awarded without 
regard to other awards, loans, or financial assistance the applicant 
may have obtained. Previous scholarship award winners are not 
eligible.

A selection committee will choose the recipients of the 
scholarships. The selection committee’s decisions are final. Awards 
are based on the following criteria: SAT/ACT scores and grade 
point average, work experience, participation in school and 
community activities, a personal statement of career goals, and a 
written recommendation by a third party.

Applicant must be a U.S. citizen and the dependent of a WIPCO 
member. Applicant must be a student who is enrolled or planning 
to enroll in a full-time undergraduate or graduate course of study 
at an accredited, two-year or four-year college, university, or 
vocational/technical school.

Applications must be received in the WIPCO office in Denison 
or Onawa no later than Friday, February 7, 2020.

Applications are available on our 
Website at www.wipco.com (My 
Account & Member Benefits tab, 
Scholarships). You can also contact 
your high school guidance counselor 
or one of WIPCO’s offices for an 
application.

Winter is 
around the 

corner!
Before winter sets in, it is important 
to prepare for the dangers of low 
temperatures, snow and ice. The 
following reminders will help you 
prepare for winter weather.

• Be aware of the various weather 
advisories that are issued 
during winter, such as frost 
and freeze warnings, ice storm 
and heavy snow warnings, as 
well as, winter storm watches 
and warnings. Know what they 
mean to ensure your family is 
prepared for the weather that 
follows.

• Prepare an emergency kit that 
can last up to three days.

• Make sure your heating system 
is working before cold weather 
arrives. Call WIPCO for an 
inspection.

• Update insulation and apply 
caulk and weather stripping 
around doors and windows. 
You will save money by 
keeping warm air in your 
house. 

Safety for your family should 
be your top priority. Weather 
preparedness is a good start! For 
more safety tips, visit our website at 
www.wipco.com.
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WIPCO uses pole testing and 
right-of-way clearing/vegetation 
management programs to help 
ensure safe and reliable electric 
service. 

A right of way (ROW) refers 
to a strip of land underneath or 
around power lines that WIPCO 
has the right and responsibility 
to maintain and clear. Trees must 
grow at a distance far enough 
from conductors where they will 
not cause harm to individuals or 
disruption to electrical service. 
Specifications can vary, but a 
general guideline of maintaining 
a safe ROW is 15 feet of clearance 
on either side of the primary 
conductors and 20 feet of 
overhead clearance above the 
highest wire on the pole.

If a tree encroaches on this 
safe distance, our vegetation 
management team will trim 
back branches and brush using 
chainsaws, bucket trucks, tree 
climbers, brush chippers and 
mowers. Chemical control 
methods are also used as a way 
to support the growth of low 
growing plant species that will 

out-compete the tall trees growing 
beneath power lines.

ROW clearing also keeps 
your family safe by ensuring 
that tree branches do not become 
energized due to close contact 
with a downed power line. Power 
lines can carry up to 34,500 volts, 
and an energized tree branch 
is incredibly dangerous – even 
deadly. Be mindful when around 
trees close to power lines, and 
make sure your children know 
that climbing trees near power 
lines is extremely dangerous.

ROW clearing is also critical 
to ensuring that we provide 
members with reliable electricity. 
Staying ahead of the game keeps 
us from having to come out after 
a storm to restore power due to 
fallen trees. 47-02-16081

WIPCO’s tree spraying 
contractor will spray later this 
fall and next spring in Willow, 
Paradise, Denison, East Boyer, 
Nishnabotna, Washington, Union, 
Boyer, Greeley, Grant, and Oto 
townships. Tree crews will trim 
throughout our system. 

Remember to contact WIPCO 

if you decide to trim or remove 
trees near any power service or 
line. And never trim a tree in the 
right-of-way zone on your own. 

WIPCO also hires a contractor 
to test between 3,500 and 4,000 
poles each year and poles are 
tested on a 10-year rotation. 
Poles are checked visually on the 
outside and drilled to determine 
any internal decay. If the pole 
is determined to be in good 
condition, the pole is treated with 
wood preservative and the dirt 
is put back around the pole. If 
the pole is found to be defective, 
it is replaced. They also test the 
ground rods and ground wires on 
all poles with grounds. 

WIPCO’s pole testing 
contractor will test poles next 
spring in Belvidere, Kennebec, 
Ewoldt, Eden, Cameron, Lincoln, 
and Iowa townships.

If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact the 
Operations Department at 800-
253-5189.

WIPCO has 
contracted with 
Chapman Metering 
of Avoca, Iowa to 
change out meters 
in our service territory. This fall, 
Chapman will be working north 
of Manning and in the areas of 
Vail, Westside and Arcadia. Our 
contractors may not knock on each 
member’s door, but will approach 
and replace WIPCO’s metering 
equipment and move on to the 
next location down the line. Their 
vehicles will be marked with 
Chapman Metering and WIPCO 
meter reader magnets. Please make 
sure there is access to all WIPCO 
equipment at your location. WIPCO 
would like to thank you for your 
patience during this process and 
if you have any questions or 
concerns, please call 1-800-253-5189 
and ask to speak to the Operations 
Department.
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How do I apply for an appliance rebate?

Receive up to a maximum of $250 per member 
per year on these appliances when purchased new:

• Clothes Washer - $50
• Clothes Dryer - $25
• Refrigerator - $25
• Freezer - $25
• Dishwasher - $25

To receive a rebate for the items you purchase, 
simply submit to WIPCO a receipt showing the 
item or items you purchased. The sales receipt 
must have the date of purchase, store where the 
appliance was purchased, manufacturer name, 
model number, and serial number of the 

equipment as well as the member’s name, 
address, and phone number clearly written on 
the receipt.

Along with the receipt, 
please provide the 
yellow ENERGY STAR 
label that came with 
the appliance. Most 
appliances will have the 
yellow Energy Guide 
sticker, however, the 
ENERGY STAR rated 
appliances will look like 
the one shown in the 
example on the right.
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 What are your appliances consuming?

Are you aware of how much energy that big screen television or 
that old, spare refrigerator in the basement or garage is using? With 
the Kill A Watt® electricity usage monitor, you can discover how 
much electricity your household appliances consume and which 
appliances continue to consume electricity even when turned off 
(phantom loads).

Simply plug the Kill A Watt® monitor into any household outlet 
and plug your appliance into the Kill A Watt® and the monitor 
will display how much electricity is being consumed, regardless of 
whether the appliance is turned on or off.

Member-owners can borrow the Kill A Watt® monitor from the 
Cooperative free of charge for a one week time period. Simply stop 
by the office in Denison or Onawa or call your Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative at 800-253-5189 to find out more.
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location 
numbers. Find your location number in 
this newsletter, call the REC office by the 
20th of the month, and you will receive a 
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the October 
newsletter belonged to Vicki Thielen and 
Rodney W. Johnson.

(USPS 9340)


