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WIPCO Solar 
Open House

Stop by our open house, and tour a solar array!
Tours will begin every 30 minutes.

If you have questions on solar or would just like to learn more 
about onsite solar or community solar, you will want to attend!

Tuesday, June 26th
DENISON WIPCO OFFICE

809 Hwy 39 North

Thursday, June 28th
ONAWA WIPCO OFFICE

418 E Iowa Avenue

4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Bring your questions!  Electricians will be on hand.
• Residential and Agriculture lighting  
• Geothermal and Air-to-Air Heat Pumps   
• Generator Rate and Switch Makes Cents
• Wiring Projects
• Rebates

Offices Closed

Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative 
warehouses & 
offices will be 
closed Wednesday, 
July 4th for 
Independence Day.

Have a safe and 
enjoyable holiday!
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Manager’s Message

Making 
“Cents” Out 
of Tax Reform 
Policies

Tax policy can be 
complicated. If you’ve ever 
done your own federal and 
state income taxes or if you 

own a business, you understand firsthand how 
every detail matters in compliance, especially 
when it comes to profits. 

Because Western Iowa Power Cooperative 
is a not-for-profit business entity there is 
sometimes confusion about whether we pay 
taxes. The answer is: yes, we pay taxes. We pay 
property taxes, employee taxes, replacement 
taxes, and taxes on materials and supplies to 
name a few. However, we don’t pay taxes on 
business profits, because we are not a profit-
based organization.

Because electric cooperatives are not-for-
profit organizations – operating at cost to 
deliver affordable and reliable power across all 
of Iowa’s 99 counties – we don’t have operating 
profits.  Since our rates are based on the cost of 
acquiring and delivering electricity, we don’t 
make money on the services we provide. If we 
receive a cost reduction from our suppliers, 
those savings are passed along to our member-
owners. If we have excess funds – commonly 
called margins – from providing our member-
owners with safe, reliable, affordable and 
environmentally responsible electricity, we 
return those funds to you in the form of capital 
credits. Since our inception, operating at cost 
has been a cornerstone of the cooperative 
business model. 42-03-19042

Effective January 1 the corporate tax rate 
dropped to 21 percent. This is good news 
for many businesses. Lawmakers suggested 
the extra profits – once paid to the federal 
government in the form of taxes – could now 
be used for improving products, lowering 
prices and generally boosting the economy. 

Commissions across the country are looking 
at what this means for various types of profit-
making corporations, some of which are 
utilities. Like other regulatory bodies across the 
country, the Iowa Utilities Board has opened 
an investigation into how the new federal tax 
reform bill might impact Iowa’s customers, and 
if the result would change Iowans’ energy rates.

Because electric cooperatives aren’t profit-
making corporations, the new tax bill does not 
change our tax status. We won’t pay any more 
or any less in taxes based on the electricity we 
are distributing to our members.

Taxes come in many forms and are an 
important part of a thriving economy. Each year, 
Iowa’s electric cooperatives pay $14 million in 
property taxes. Since the late 1980s, the Iowa 
Area Development Group has assisted 2,000 
companies in investing more than $10 billion in 
new business locations and expansions. Those 
efforts have led to Iowa’s electric cooperatives 
creating or retaining more than 50,000 tax-
paying jobs in rural Iowa.



3What is happening at WIPCO?

Please welcome John “Michael” Akers to 
Western Iowa Power Cooperative. Michael 
started as Operations Manager on the 30th of 
April.

As Operations Manager, Michael will 
supervise and direct the construction, 
maintenance and operation of the Cooperative’s 
distribution lines.

Michael attended high school in Ashland, 
Kentucky and has an associates degree and a 
bachelor’s degree in Energy Management from 
Bismarck State College.

Michael recently moved to Denison with his 
wife, Jamie. In their spare time, the Akers enjoy 
spending time outdoors kayaking and going to 
the movies.

Welcome to west central Iowa and WIPCO, 
Michael and Jamie!

ATTENTION IRRIGATORS:
If you have an irrigation service and the service 

is on the load control rate (shuts off the system 
when NIPCO deems necessary), you can now 
receive an e-mail and/or text notification when 

the system is being controlled. If 
you have not provided WIPCO with 
your e-mail address and/or cell 
phone number, and you would like 
to receive load control 
information via e-mail 

and/or text, please contact our office. 
Those irrigators on the load 

control rate (shuts off the system 
when NIPCO deems necessary) will no longer have 
the option of calling the answering machine access 
number to get load control information. 

If you have other questions pertaining to 
irrigation services, please call our office at 712-263-
2943 or 800-253-5189.

Akers Hired to Lead 
Operations Department 

Onawa Racing & Events Center 
Scheduled to Open in June!

Pictured above is the grandstand area and the 
drag strip at the Onawa Racing (OREC) complex.

OREC is an IHRA Member Track located 
in Onawa, Iowa that will feature 1/8 mile 
drag racing. A tentative schedule of racing is 
scheduled to start June 2 (weather and facility 
pending). 

Visit their website at www.onawaracing.com 
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
DRAGRACEinONAWA/ for more information 
about this exciting new west central Iowa 
entertainment venue!
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SAMPLE - Please don’t mail this sample postcard back!

2018 Annual Meeting Mail-in-Ballot Request
If you wish to receive a Mail-in-Ballot for this year’s Annual Meeting, please fill in your 
name, address and location number on the space provided.
This postcard must be returned by August 10, 2018. Please call 712-263-2943 or 800-253-5189 
if you have any questions.

Name:___________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

Location No.:_____________________________________________

You may return this postcard with your energy bill or drop it off at either the Denison or 
Onawa office. Ballots will also be available at the District Meeting in Onawa and at the 
Annual Meeting in Denison.

As the utility industry is experiencing some of 
the biggest changes since its founding, Western 
Iowa Power Cooperative needs your active 
participation. As a member of WIPCO, you have 
the right (and some may even say the obligation) 
to help set the direction for the Cooperative. 

Western Iowa Power Cooperative will hold a 
District Meeting at the Onawa Community Center 
in Onawa, Iowa on Tuesday, August 28 and the 
Annual Meeting at The Stables at Copper Ridge in 
Denison, Iowa on Thursday, August 30.

One of the most important activities we 
conduct at the Annual Meeting is the election for 
the board of directors. These are the ten people 
we entrust to give strategic direction and ensure 
the Cooperative has good governance. This year, 
WIPCO members will have the opportunity to 
elect three directors.

At WIPCO, we try to make it as convenient as 
possible for members to participate in the election. 
Members can vote at either the District Meeting, 
the Annual Meeting, or by returning a mail-in 
ballot.

How do I vote by mail-in ballot? 
A postcard, similar to the sample shown 

above, along with written instructions on the 
procedure for voting by Mail-in-Ballot will be 
mailed to each Member on June 6 with their 
electric bill.

We invite and encourage members to attend 
the District and/or Annual Meeting, but if you 
are unable to attend, please exercise your right to 
vote!

Crowd enjoys meal at the 2017 WIPCO Annual Meeting Join us August 30 for the 2018 WIPCO Annual Meeting!
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With energy conservation becoming one of 
the most important issues facing us throughout 
the United States, “Pull the Plug” programs 
were developed to provide our member-
owners a financial incentive to properly recycle 
and dispose of older, inefficient refrigerators, 
freezers, and window air conditioning units that 
use significantly more electricity than newer 
Energy Star® appliances.

WIPCO’s “Pull the Plug” program offers two 
options to recycle up to three of these types of 
appliances, per year, and earn up to $50, each, 
in rebates from our cooperative. “Pull the Plug” 
partners with our authorized vendor to pick up 
and remove the appliance from your home, while 
the newly created “You Pull the Plug” program 
offers the option for our members to self-
remove the appliance and take it to an approved 
appliance recycling drop-off location.

All appliances must be owned by a member 
of WIPCO and in working order at time of 
removal. Refrigerator and freezer units must be 
equal to or greater than 10 cubic feet in size to 
qualify for  rebates. Appliances cannot be resold 
or used by other consumers and rebates will only 
be given to participants of our “Pull the Plug” 
programs. 13-04-3698

Choose which way you will pull the plug on 
those inefficient appliances:

OPTION 1: “Pull the Plug” (vendor removal of 
appliance): $25 Rebate on qualifying appliances

Program Criteria and Requirements:

• Members should contact our office to arrange 
for appliance to be picked up.

• Appliance(s) will be picked up and properly 
disposed of by our partner appliance 
recycling contractor (CleaResult).

• Participants of “Pull the Plug” will receive a 
$25 rebate, per qualifying appliance(s), up to 
three (3) appliances, per calendar year.

Appliance(s) must be clean, empty, in 
working order and be ready to be picked up.

OPTION 2: “You Pull the Plug” (member self- 
removal of appliance): $50 Rebate on qualifying 
appliances

Program Criteria and Requirements:

• Participants of “You Pull the Plug” agree to 
self-remove and recycle qualifying appliances 
via an approved and certified appliance de-
manufacturer or drop-off location.

• Participants of “You Pull the Plug” will 
receive a $50 rebate, per qualifying appliance, 
up to three (3) appliances, per calendar year.

Appliance(s) must be clean, empty, and in 
working order when recycled/dropped off at 
a certified location. A dated copy of receipt by 
the certified vendor/landfill/recycler must 
accompany the “You Pull the Plug” rebate 
application form (available from our office). 
Company/facility must specify appliance type in 
writing.

For a list of Certified Recycling drop-off 
locations in western Iowa, call our office at 712-
263-2943 or 1-800-253-5189, watch for the story 
in the June edition of WIPCO’s Smart Choices 
digital  newsletter, or visit our website at: 
https://www.wipco.com/rebates-and-efficiency/
appliance-recycling-program.



6 Welcome to the New Co-op Connections Member Benefit Site

We are excited to let all Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative members know that Touchstone 
Energy upgraded our current Co-op Connections 
platform to give you even more savings and 
discounts. 

Here are just some of the benefits you can 
enjoy with your free membership:

• Local Deals – Save right in your    
 neighborhood.

• Healthy Savings – Save on prescriptions,  
 dental, vision, chiropractic and more.

• Hotels – Save 20% on average booking   
 worldwide.

• Cash Back Shopping – Earn up to 20% cash  
 back at 2,000+ online retailers.

• Event Tickets – Save 10% on sports,   
 concerts, theatrical performances and more.

• National Discounts – Get access to great   
 deals and discounts.

If you had an account on the old Connections.
coop site, please visit the website at:
https://www.connections.coop/323-landing.aspx 
and click Member Access at the top right-hand 
corner and login with your email.

Please enter touchstone123 as the password.  
Once you’ve logged in to the site, it will direct you 
to change your password.  

If you are new to Co-op Connections, 
welcome! We look forward to providing you an 
incredible membership program that will save 
you lots of money on your everyday purchases.   
All you need to do is visit Connections.coop and 
watch a quick overview video of the program, 
and then click Sign Up.  

We are constantly striving to provide more 
value and savings for our members, while living 
the cooperative difference. If you have questions, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Check out one of these deals:
Kirby’s Corner Market, Whiting - free small ice 
cream cone or small fountain pop with purchase 
of $25 or more; excluding alcohol, tobacco, lottery, 
fuel
Fiesta Foods, Mapleton & Onawa - free 1/2 gallon 
of milk with $25 purchase
Summer Magic Tropical Sno, Denison - buy 
medium or large Tropical Sno, get one free and 
$.50 off footlongs
Denison Aquatic Fun Center - $1 off daily 
admission

Go to www.wipco.com for a list of local 
discounts and nationwide deals. Don’t have your 
card anymore? Contact Mari at 712-263-2943 or 
800-253-5189 for more information.



7Grain Bin Clearance Notice
When you start to plan for a new 

grain bin or move an existing one, 
please contact WIPCO.

WIPCO and Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative (NIPCO) will provide assistance 
in planning for a safe environment for 
everyone working and living around grain 
bins.  The State of Iowa requires specific 
clearances for electric lines around grain 
bins, with different standards for those 
filled by portable and permanent augers, 
conveyors and elevators.

The attachment to this article shows a 
drawing of the specific clearances required 
for both scenarios. If you have any questions 
concerning the drawings, please contact 
WIPCO.

According to the Iowa Electric Safety 
Code found in Iowa Administrative Code 
Chapter 199 -- 25.2(3) b. An electric utility 
may refuse to provide electric service 
to any grain bin built near an existing 
electric line which does not provide the 
clearances required by the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI)C2-2017 
“National Electrical Safety Code,” Rule 234F. 
This paragraph “b” shall apply only to grain 
bins loaded by portable augers, conveyors 
or elevators and built after September 9, 
1992, or to grain bins loaded by permanently 
installed augers, conveyors, or elevator 
systems installed after December 24, 1997. 
(As adopted by the Iowa Utilities Board) 

WIPCO is required by the Iowa Utilities 
Board to provide this annual notice to 
farmers, farm lenders, grain bin merchants, 
and city and county zoning officials.  If you 
have any questions concerning clearance 
regulations, please call the Cooperative. 
Disclaimer:  These drawings are provided as part of 
Iowa electric cooperatives’ annual public information 
campaign and are based on the 2017 Edition of the 
National Electrical Safety Code.  To view the actual 
drawings refer to that publication.  Every care has 
been taken for the correctness of the contents for these 
drawings. However, the Iowa Association of Electric 
Cooperatives and its member cooperatives accept no 
liability whatsoever for omissions or errors, technical 
inaccuracies, typographical mistakes or damages of 
any kind arising from the use of the contents of these 
drawings, whether textual or graphical.
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Western Iowa Power Cooperative’s
mission is to enhance our members’

quality of life by providing
safe and reliable electric services.

Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location numbers. Find your 
location number in this newsletter, call 
the REC office by the 20th of the month, 
and you will receive a $25.00 credit on 
your energy bill.

The location numbers in the April 
newsletter belonged to Dale Thomsen 
and Paige Shelton.

(USPS 9340)


