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Stephanie Wiese, 

Bring in the New Year with 
These Money Saving Ideas
• Heating accounts for a 

large portion of your home 
usage; dress warmly and 
keep the temperature 
in your home set at 68 
degrees when you are 
awake and lower a few 
degrees when not home or 
asleep.

• Water Heating - set your 
water heater temperature 
at 120 degrees.

• Appliances - Do laundry 
in cold water if possible. 
Air dry dishes and line dry 
clothes as often as possible.

• Buy Energy Star! Energy 
Star products use less 
energy than other 
products. You can also 
save money by unplugging 
products that are not in 
use.

Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative’s mission is 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services.

Wiese Promoted to 
Assistant Manager

Congratulations to 
Stephanie Wiese on her 
promotion to Assistant 
Manager at Western 
Iowa Power Cooperative 
beginning January 1, 2020.

Wiese started working 
at the Cooperative in 2013 
as Marketing Customer 
Service Manager and held 
the title of Director of 
Member Services/Economic 
Development before being 
promoted to Assistant 
Manager.

While employed at WIPCO, 
Wiese completed the Robert 
I. Kabat Management 
Internship Program (MIP), 
an intensive program in 
electric utility management 
offered by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) in conjunction with the 
University of Wisconsin.

 The program guides participants 
through all facets of the electric 
utility industry, including the 
many changes occurring around 
the nation and is designed to 
challenge and educate participants 
in new, innovative management 
techniques, thus preparing them 
for a variety of management roles.

Wiese graduated from Denison 
High School and completed two 
years at Iowa Western Community 
College. 

Prior to coming to WIPCO, 
Stephanie was employed by 
American Home Shield in Carroll, 
Iowa for 14 years. She was a Sales 
Supervisor for the last 11 years of 
her career with them.

Wiese currently lives in rural 
Crawford County with her 
husband, Adam, and their three 
daughters. 

Wiese will continue to supervise, 
lead, and direct the work of the 
Member Services/Economic 
Development Department as well 
as assist the General Manager.



Shown is Steve Seidl, Iowa Association of Electric Cooperative’s 
(IAEC) President (left) and Chuck Soderberg, IAEC Executive Vice 
President & General Manager (right) presenting Ryan Henschen, 
Electric Service Technician Supervisor at Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative (center) with a 25-year certificate of service.

2 Looking out for you...

Manager’s Message

We live in a device-driven 
world. Our smartphones, 

tablets, laptops and an 
assortment of other devices 
help us communicate and 

connect. Companies spend billions pushing out a 
steady drumbeat of messages and information, 
and we are constantly bombarded with one-way 
communication. But is anyone listening on the other 
end?

At Western Iowa Power Cooperative, we are 
not only listening, we are eager to hear from you. 
Whether you text us, respond to a survey or social 
media post, send an email or simply stop by and chat 
in person, we thrive on your feedback. Connecting 
with you helps us keep pace with your Cooperative’s 
priorities and needs. 

Because we are a cooperative, we have a 
different way of operating. WIPCO exists to provide 
safe, reliable and affordable energy to you, the 
members of the co-op. Equally important is our 
mission to enrich the lives of the members we 
serve. We hope you will consider us more than your 
energy provider, but instead as a local business that 
supports its service territory and powers economic 
development and prosperity for the people. 

We are in the midst of significant changes in 
the energy sector, as technology and the drive for 
more renewables and a more balanced energy mix 
is impacting long-term planning. These are complex 
issues that we will be navigating in the coming 
months and years. This is why it’s so important that 
we hear from you and other cooperative members 
as we plot our course for the future. 

WIPCO works to continually learn from our 
members about their priorities so that we can better 
serve all members. For your Cooperative to thrive 
now and in the future, we depend on hearing from 
you. I hope you will connect with us and let us know 
your perspective. You can always reach me directly 
at 712-263-2943 or by e-mail at jeff.bean@wipco.com 
– I’m listening.

We Want to 
Hear From You

With the theme of “The Power of Cooperative 
Commitment,” the Iowa Association of Electric 
Cooperatives (IAEC) conducted its 2019 annual 
meeting in West Des Moines with more than 400 
attendees on December 5 and 6. 

During the meeting, the association honored 
several co-op employees and directors who 
celebrated 25 years of cooperative service in 2019 by 
inducting them into the prestigious 25-Year Club. Ryan 
Henschen, Western Iowa Power Cooperative Electric 
Service Technician Supervisor, was one of this year’s 
honorees. 

Henschen graduated from Charter Oak-Ute High 
School in 1991 and Western Iowa Tech Community 
College in 1992. He began his career in the electric 
cooperative industry as an electrician in September 
of 1994 for then Monona County Rural Electric 
Cooperative.  

When Henschen was asked what the favorite part 
of his job is, he said, “Meeting and working with all 
the members.  I really enjoy that part of my job.”

We thank Ryan for his hard work and dedication 
over the past 25 years and look forward to working 
with him for many years to come.

Ryan Henschen Honored 
for 25 Years of Service



3Iowa Congressional Delegation Unites to Aid Cooperatives...

Chuck Soderberg, Executive Vice President & General Manager 
of the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives

It’s no secret that Washington 
politics have become so polarized 
that it can be tough for Democrats 
and Republicans to come together 
to tackle challenges that their 
constituents face. But that’s 
exactly what happened recently 
on Capitol Hill thanks to Iowa’s 
Congressional delegation.

Our senators and representatives 
listened to thousands of electric 
cooperative stakeholders as they 
fought tirelessly to add important 
tax and retirement policies to the 
2020 spending bill. The bill was 
signed into law before Christmas 
and included a provision known as 
the RURAL Act, which solved an 
existential issue for electric co-ops 
and America’s rural communities.

Locally owned electric co-ops 
work to secure government grants 
to help pay for numerous activities 
that benefit the communities they 
serve. These include grants for 
storm recovery and mitigation, 
broadband deployment, 
renewable energy and economic 
development.

In order to maintain their tax-
exempt status, electric co-ops 
must receive no more than 15 
percent of their income from 
non-member sources. Historically, 
government grants to co-ops 
were counted as contributions 
to capital. But due to a glitch in 
the 2017 tax law, government 
grants were reclassified as income, 
pushing some co-ops beyond 
the 15 percent threshold and 
jeopardizing their tax-exempt 
status. 48-31-21708

The tax problem left co-ops with 
a broad dilemma: Do they take 
the money they need to turn the 
lights back on for their members as 
quickly as possible after a disaster? 
Do they accept the broadband 
grants to help close the digital 
divide between rural and urban 
America? Or do they turn down 
those grants so they wouldn’t 
have to spend critical funds when 
the tax bill comes due? 

Had the unintended 
consequences of the tax change 
been in place prior to 2018, some 
of Iowa’s electric cooperatives 
may have experienced several 
instances where they would have 
lost their tax-exempt status for the 
year.

Thanks to Congress, electric co-
ops across America won’t have to 
make those impossible choices. 
This is good news for both co-ops 
and their member-owners because 
some co-ops may have had to raise 
their electric rates to pay new 
taxes.

On behalf of Iowa’s electric 
cooperative’s, we are extremely 
grateful to Senator Joni Ernst, 
Congresswomen Cindy Axne 
and Abby Finkenauer, and 
Congressmen Dave Loebsack and

Steve King for their support of 
the stand-alone RURAL Act. And 
without Senator Chuck Grassley 
ensuring the provision was 
included in the final negotiations 
on the congressional budget bill, 
those painful scenarios would have 
begun to play out in co-op board 
rooms across the country.

Notably, the legislation drew the 
bipartisan support of more than 
350 of the 535 Federal lawmakers. 
That’s a rarity in Washington 
these days. In today’s fast-paced 
society, pausing to give thanks is 
done with increasing rarity. That’s 
unfortunate.

Thank you to all our Federal 
legislators. Thank you for looking 
out for rural communities across 
Iowa and thank you for working 
with us to solve this problem.

This winter, Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative crews will be trimming 
trees and brush in our service territory 
in Lake, Grant, Center, and Kennebec 
Townships. Please make sure there 
is access to all WIPCO equipment at 
your location. WIPCO would like to 
thank you for your patience during 
this process and if you have any 
questions or concerns, please call 
1-800-253-5189 and ask to speak to the 
Operations Department.
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Winter months can bring snow, ice, 
and windy conditions, which create 
additional hazards for drivers. Here are 
some tips to help prepare drivers to stay 
safe on winter roads: 
• Make sure your car battery is 

charged, tires have sufficient 
tread, and windshield wipers are in 
working order. Pack an emergency 
kit that includes blankets, flares, a 
flashlight, and a window scraper.

• Slow down when driving in icy 
conditions, and always keep your 
eyes on the road to look out for 
hazardous conditions or downed 
power lines. 13-36-2175

• If you see a car in an accident with 
a power pole, keep your distance 
from the vehicle and all electrical 
equipment that has been damaged. 
Call 911 and instruct those in the car 
to stay inside until the power has 
been shut off.

• If you must exit the vehicle because 
it is on fire, jump clear of it with your 
feet together and without touching 
the vehicle and ground at the 
same time. Keeping feet together, 
shuffle or “bunny hop” to safety. 
This will ensure that you will not 
have different strengths of electric 
current running from one foot to 
another. 

• Assume that all low and downed 
lines are energized and dangerous.

• For more information on electrical 
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

 

Bid Deadline 

1-17-20 

 

800-253-5189 
View by appointment only 

2000 Chevy 7500 
with Pitman bucket attachment 

For Sale by Sealed Bid 

  
Sealed bids will be accepted 

at WIPCO offices in Denison 

and Onawa, or by mail, till       

4 p.m. on January 17th. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Western Iowa  
Power Cooperative 

 

Mail bids to: 
 

WIPCO 
P.O. Box 428 

Denison, IA 51442 

• Sold as is 
 

• 194,927 miles 
 

• Bucket working height is 40 ft 
 

• Minimum bid of $5,000 
 

• Highest bidder will be 
awarded.  
 

• WIPCO reserves the right to 
refuse any or all bids. 
 

• Payment due within 3 business 
days of winning notice. 

 

Stay Safe on Winter 
Roads



5Should You use a Space Heater?

Stay Connected 
to Western 
Iowa Power 
Cooperative
Have you seen our 
Facebook page? Visit  
www.wipco.com for links 
to our Facebook site. It 
is a great way to stay 
informed 
about what 
is happening 
at your 
Cooperative!

One easy call gets your 
utility lines marked and helps 
protect you from injury and 
expense. 
Safe Digging Is No Accident: 
Always Call 811 Before You 
Dig 
Visit call811.com 
for more 
information.

Not sure if a space heater is right for you? Call 712-263-2943 
or 800-253-5189 and ask one of our energy experts.

Visit our website 
at www.wipco.com



6 What’s going on at your Cooperative...

Scholarship applications are due by Friday, February 7, 2020. Please remember if you are mailing to 
allow time for it to reach us by this date or you can bring the 
application and other requirements to either the Denison or 
Onawa WIPCO office.

This year’s scholarship program includes two $1,000 
scholarships and four $500 scholarships. Two of the $500 
scholarships will be designated specifically for students 
enrolling in a vocational/technical school.

The scholarships must be used for educational costs, and 
the student must enter college in the fall of the school year for 
which the scholarship is given.

Applicants must be U.S. citizens and the dependents of 
WIPCO Members. Applicants must also be enrolled or planning to enroll in a full-time undergraduate 
or graduate course of study at an accredited, two-year or four-year college, university or vocational/
technical school. Scholarship recipients will be chosen based on a combination of SAT/ACT scores, 
grade-point average, work experience, participation in school and community activities, a personal 
statement of career goals and a written recommendation by a third party.

A selection committee appointed by WIPCO will choose the recipients of the scholarship.
For a scholarship application form and more information, contact your school guidance counselor 

or visit your local WIPCO office in Denison or Onawa. Call us at 712-263-2943 or 800-253-5189. 
Applications may also be obtained at our website, www.wipco.com. Click on the Member Benefits tab or 
the Forms button, then click on Scholarships and click the link to view and print an application.

Scholarship Application Submission Deadline Approaching



7Help us find our former members...

Arbaugh, Elizabeth - Castana
Berhow, Trent - St. Joseph, MO
Bornhoft, Joel - Westside
Bromander, David - Sloan
Cervantes, Luis - Marshalltown
Cleaver, Aaron - Underwood
Cooper, Angela - Mapleton
Cornejo, Juan - Denison
Cruz, Francis - Antioch, TN
Cuellar, Arturo - Denison
D & S Farms - Fort Pierce, FL
Daniel, Mark - Carroll
Dersien, Kenneth - Ida Grove
Diaz, Ramiro - Denison
Estrada, Moise - Manilla
FCF Crawford Finisher - 
Columbus, NE
Fields, Phil - Manning
Fisher, Billie - Honolulu, HI
Fritz, Jerry - Nebraska City, NE 
Gaudet, Donna - Blencoe
Gergen, James - Council Bluffs
Gleason, Steve - Arcadia, IA
Goebel, Kevin - Higden, AR
Gonzales, Berlinda - Denison
Gonzalez, Juan - Denison
Gray, Joan - Denison
Gray, Ken - Galva
Hartwig, Sheldon - Deloit
Heller, Jay - Elkorn, NE
Henderson, Dianna - Sioux City
Henson, Lori - Onawa
Hernandez, Alberto - Schleswig
Hobbs, Rose - Whiting
Hoffman, Dorothy - Dunlap
Holloway, Kathryn - Primghar
Holst, Dennis - Herman, NE
Huff, Candace - Fayetteville, AR
Iowa Trophy Whitetail - Pagosa 
Springs, CO
J & R Cattle (C/O Ryan 
Schroeder) - Odebolt
Julin, Chris - Arcadia
King, Jeff - Early

Knutson, Joni - Denison
Knutson, Marilyn - Albion, NE 
Koenck, Kevin - Carroll
Kral, Raymond - Denison
Kuhlmann, Andrew - Charter 
Oak
LB Farms, Inc. (C/O Paul 
Loomis) - Onawa
Lehman, Laura - Pleasantville, 
IA
Lerssen, Paul - Odebolt
Lesko, Jessica - Vail
Little, Sharon - Mapleton
Lochmiller, Ronald - Dow City
Lucena, Veronica - Denison
Mackey, Amelia - Onawa
Mason, Richard - Omaha, NE
Matz, Julie - Moorhead
Mauch, Floyd - Onawa
Mc Lain, Charles & Margaret - 
Omaha, NE
Mendoza, Abraham - Denison
Meyer, Clark - Denison
Miller, Teri - Bellevue, NE
Mink, Jennifer - Kiron
Mize Farms, Inc. - Rembrandt, 
IA
Monahan, Mike - Harlan
Mosier, Zac - Lamar, CO
Myers, William - Mead, NE
Nelson, Carla - Sidney, AR
Nissen, Rita - Denison
Nordby, Mandi - Rapid City, SD
NPP, LLC - Columbus, NE
Olsen, Clarence - Dakota City, 
NE
Palacios, David (C/O Jose 
Jimenez) - Denison
Pape, Kevin - Deloit
Peiffer, Stephen - Whiting
Petersen, Bryan - Denison
Petersen, Todd - Omaha, NE
Peterson Brothers (C/O Keith 
Peterson) - Sloan

Peterson, Erik - Carroll
Plough, Randy - Charter Oak
Popp, Vivian - Denison
Porter, Angie - Woodbine
Rasmusson, Alan - Newton
Raue, Chris - Manning
Reed, Rosemary - Blencoe
Rickabaugh, Carl (C/O Lorne 
Morey) - Kenosha, IA
Rizvi, Syed - St. Louis, MO
Robinson, Louis - Denison
Ross, Richard - Ute
Ruvalcaba, Gerardo - Denison
Sauls, Debrah - Omaha, NE 
Schmidt, Darla - Danbury
Schneider, Amanda - Manning
Schneider, Jim - Roanoke, TX
Shanon, Rhonda - Westside
Shearer, Gary - Modale
Sheeder, Sara - Fort Dodge
Sievers, Jerome - Des Moines
Smith, John - Tyler, MN 
Sorenson, Michael - Plattsmouth, 
NE
Sotomayor, Amber - Fort Sill, 
OK
Stark, Layne - Plattsmouth, NE
Stout, Carol - Sioux City
Tollufsen, Lexie - Hermitage, 
MO
Tuneberg, Sharon - Denison
Urich, Marilyn - Omaha, NE
Vaughan, Martin - Omaha, NE 
Velez, Jamie - Denison
Vogl, Julie - Algona 
Waldron, Scott - Rosharon, TX
Walker, Chris - Van Alstyne, TX
Ward, James - Earling
Western Wireless (C/O Alltel 
Corporate) - Little Rock, AR
Wittrock, Jr., Walter - Scottsdale, 
AZ
Zimmerman, Scott - Greeley, CO
    

Patronage checks were mailed out in September to past, inactive Members. Many checks were 
returned due to insufficient addresses. If you have a valid, current address for any of the following 
former Members, please contact our office so we can mail them to the correct address.



809 Highway 39 North  -  P.O. Box 428
Denison, Iowa 51442

712-263-2943 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-263-8655

wipco@wipco.com

418 East Iowa Avenue  -  P.O. Box 115
Onawa, Iowa 51040

712-433-1622 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-433-2725

wipco@wipco.com

www.wipco.com

Office & Warehouse Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Western-Iowa-Power-Co-Op/160024430687171

Published monthly by 
Western Iowa Power Cooperative

809 Highway 39 North, Denison, IA 51442

Periodicals postage paid at Denison, IA
Phone: 712-263-2943 OR 800-253-5189

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
WIPCO Informer, PO Box 428, Denison, IA 51442

Jeffery Bean, Executive V.P./General Manager
 Mari Miller, Editor

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 

employer.”

Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location numbers. Find your 
location number in this newsletter, call 
the REC office by the 20th of the month, 
and you will receive a $25.00 credit on 
your energy bill.

The location numbers in the 
December newsletter belonged to Dennis 
Obmann and Fern Hansen.

(USPS 9340)


