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Blessings Abound in the Peaceful Loess 
Hills of Western Iowa

The peaceful Loess Hills of 
western Iowa is home to WIPCO 
members, Steve and Choya 
Bielenberg. It is also where 
they are fulfilling their dream 
of Jordan Valley Ministries, a 
place where people of all faiths 
can come together for retreats, 
conferences, and trainings—or 
simply to visit for fellowship and 
fun. 

In 1992, Choya began bible 
study with Precept Ministries 
International, who teaches and 
trains people to become leaders 
and teachers of the Word of 
God. Jordan Valley Ministries, 
in partnership with Precept 
Ministries, is a Precept Training 
Center and is called Precept 
Central.

Early in the spring of 2014, the 
Bielenberg family joined forces 
with the Rocky Melton family 
to begin the process of restoring 
a barn that had been moved 
onto the property. The barn 
was completely gutted and then 
restored with its original woods, 
and is now being used as the 
ministry center.

Also, that summer, the Melton 
family had the opportunity to 
purchase a building furnished 
and started the plans to move it 
out to a corn field in the country. 
It seemed like the perfect 
complement to the barn project 
going on down the hill.

The Melton’s now call this 
building home. The home is large 
enough to use as over flow for 
the barn, which is a quarter of a 
mile away. It is used for lodging 
during conferences as well as a 
place for youth to play/study 
while their parents are attending 
conference sessions at the barn.

In November, another house 
was moved onto the property. 
The basement of the house will 
eventually be made into a dining 
hall and used for conferences 
and events. The main part of the 
house will be living quarters for 
the Jordan Valley Bible Church 
Pastor, Ben Bennett and family. 
An addition will also go up on 
the newly moved in house with 
the possibility of eight guest 
suites.

The Barn at Jordan Valley Ministries - Precept Central located at 23654 
Plum Avenue, Castana, Iowa. In 2014, the barn was moved onto the 
property, completely gutted and then restored with its original woods.

The story with more photos 
is continued on page 6 of 

this newsletter.
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Manager’s Message

For many years, WIPCO 
employees, directors 
and members have been 
attending political events 

and visiting lawmakers. Together with fellow 
electric cooperatives, we have been working hard 
to have a voice in the political process and to 
make an impact on policy decisions.

The people behind these visits are more than 
just cooperative members, they are part of Iowa’s 
Rural Power grassroots 
effort. They are your 
friends, your neighbors, 
your locally elected electric 
cooperative board members 
and staff, and they are 
like you. We all share a 
common goal of supporting 
public policy that ensures 
safe, reliable, affordable 
and environmentally 
responsible electricity – the 
fundamental cornerstones of your not-for-profit 
electric cooperative. 

Grassroots involvement is at the heart of 
Iowa’s Rural Power program, and it’s been 
successful because it’s an authentic, common-
sense approach to everything from operating a 
cooperative to discussing legislative policies with 
elected officials. 

For electric cooperative members, being 
involved in grassroots advocacy is about 
ensuring we have a voice when it comes 
to decisions that impact rural Iowa. It’s the 
cooperative way – one member, one vote. Since 
the 1930s, this approach has served us well in our 
communities and is still relevant today because 
local control and decision-making are keys to 
helping us prosper. 

A recent example is Iowa’s new “Move Over, 
Slow Down” law, which was enacted in July 

2017. Iowa Rural Power advocates visited with 
legislators, sent emails, made phone calls and 
wrote letters to the editor to bring awareness to a 
safety concern. Motorists were not slowing down 
for utility vehicles, which presented a significant 
safety hazard to our employees. Iowa’s electric 
cooperatives and utility companies wanted 
this to change. Advocates helped to spread this 
message, and ultimately, lead to a life-saving 
law. Our interactions with elected officials were 
genuine because the employees at risk are part of 
our families and our communities – just like your 
electric cooperative – and we share similar values. 

The power of grassroots isn’t just about politics. 
As a WIPCO member, you are part of a nationwide 

network of approximately 
42 million people that all 
have ownership in the 
organization that provides 
electric service to homes and 
businesses in 47 states. When 
a natural disaster, such 
as a hurricane, unleashes 
unimaginable devastation – 
we’re there, because we take 
pride in knowing we can 
make a difference. Whether 

it means traveling to Florida or a neighboring 
Iowa cooperative, we work together until the 
lights are back on. That’s the power of grassroots 
connections.

While the majority of our advocates are 
employees and directors, it’s important that more 
members become involved. Being a rural power 
advocate is something you’re likely already doing 
in some form – perhaps it’s attending our annual 
meeting or listening to a candidate forum. As an 
Iowa Rural Power advocate, you are engaged 
one step further with additional information 
and opportunities that matter to you and our 
communities.

If you’re interested in learning more or getting 
involved, ‘like’ and follow Iowa Rural Power (@
iaruralpower) on Facebook and Twitter. You 
can also visit www.iaruralpower.org or email 
ruralpower@iowarec.org. 

Grassroots 
Begins with Us!
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Scholarship Application Submission Deadline Approaching
Scholarship applications are due by Wednesday, February 7, 2018. Please remember if you are mailing 

to allow time for it to reach us by this date or you can bring the 
application and other requirements to either the Denison or 
Onawa WIPCO office.

This year’s scholarship program includes two $1,000 
scholarships and four $500 scholarships. Two of the $500 
scholarships will be designated specifically for students 
enrolling in a vocational/technical school.

The scholarships must be used for educational costs, and 
the student must enter college in the fall of the school year for 
which the scholarship is given.

Applicants must be U.S. citizens and the dependents of 
WIPCO Members. Applicants must also be enrolled or planning to enroll in a full-time undergraduate 
or graduate course of study at an accredited, two-year or four-year college, university or vocational/
technical school. Scholarship recipients will be chosen based on a combination of SAT/ACT scores, 
grade-point average, work experience, participation in school and community activities, a personal 
statement of career goals and a written recommendation by a third party.

A selection committee appointed by WIPCO will choose the recipients of the scholarship.
For a scholarship application form and more information, contact your school guidance counselor or 

visit your local WIPCO office in Denison or Onawa. Call us at 712-263-2943 or 800-253-5189. Applications 
may also be obtained at our website, www.wipco.com. Click on the Member Benefits tab or the Forms 
button, then click on Scholarships and click the link to view and print an application.  17-36-2118

Are You Prepared for Winter Storms?
Heavy snow and ice can 

lead to downed power lines, 
leaving co-op members without 
power. During extremely 
low temperatures, this can be 
dangerous. During a power 
outage, our crews will continue 
to work as quickly and safely as 
possible to restore power, but 
there are a few things you can do 
to prepare yourself.

• Stay fed - Keep on hand 
several days’ supply of 
food that does not need to 
be cooked. Good options 
are crackers, cereal, canned 
goods, bread, and five 
gallons of water per person 
in the event of an extended 
power outage.

• Stay Warm - Plan to use 
a safe alternate heating 
source, such as a fireplace 
or wood-burning stove 
during a power outage. 
Exercise caution when 
using, and never leave the 
heating source unattended. 
If you are using gasoline-, 
propane- or natural gas-
burning devices to stay 
warm, never use them 
indoors. Remember that 
fuel- and wood-burning 
sources of heat should 
always be properly 
ventilated. Always read the 
manufacturer’s directions 
before using.

• Stay Safe - When an outage 
occurs, it usually means 
power lines are down. It 
is best not to travel during 
winter storms, but if you 
must, bring a survival kit 
along. If you encounter 
downed lines, always 
assume they are live. Stay as 
far away from the downed 
lines as possible, and report 
the situation to WIPCO at 
800-253-5189 if possible.
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Last month, we featured an 

article about how much a space 
heater costs to run. The graphic 
on the right compares the cost 
to run two space heaters versus 
an air-to-air heat pump under 
WIPCO’s Switch Makes Cents 
rate.

An air-to-air heat pump can 
provide efficient heating and 
cooling for your home. When 
properly installed, an air-source 
heat pump can deliver one-
and-a-half to three times more 
heat energy to a home than the 
electrical energy it consumes. 
This is possible because a heat 
pump moves heat rather than 
converting it from a fuel like 
combustion heating systems do.

Also, in recent years, air-
source heat pump technology 
has advanced so that it now 
offers a legitimate space heating 
alternative in colder regions.

Call WIPCO’s energy experts 
at 800-253-5189 to find out 
more about how you can be 
more efficient and save with 
our energy efficiency rebates, 
heating, cooling, and water 
heating options, and Switch 
Makes Cents!  48-02-16003

Simplify Your Life - Choose an Easy Payment Option
• Schedule a payment from your checking or savings account each month. You receive a monthly 

billing statement a few weeks before the payment is withdrawn. Get started today by completing 
an Authorization Agreement for Direct Payments form (found on-line at www.wipco.com under 
the My Account & Member Benefits tab or call 800-253-5189).

• Make a one-time payment on your account via our website using a check, debit or 
credit card. Click on My Account & Member Benefits-Access My Account,” and 
follow the instructions.

      WIPCO also offers the convenience of receiving your monthly electric bill on-line 
via e-mail. E-bill is easy, eco-friendly, and secure. Sign up at www.wipco.com. Click on “Access My 
Account” and log in. On the tool bar, click on ”Alerts”, choose your options and type in your Email 
address. Or, simply call our office at 800-253-5189 or 712-263-2943, and we can set up E-bill for you.
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Stay Connected 
to Western 
Iowa Power 
Cooperative
Have you seen our 
Facebook page? Visit  
www.wipco.com for links 
to our Facebook site. It 
is a great way to stay 
informed 
about what 
is happening 
at your 
Cooperative!

One easy call gets your 
utility lines marked and helps 
protect you from injury and 
expense. 
Safe Digging Is No Accident: 
Always Call 811 Before You 
Dig 
Visit call811.com 
for more 
information.

712-263-2943
800-253-5189
www.wipco.com

Need a Co-op website 
as diverse as you?
At Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative, we understand
that our members are as diverse 
as the power and services we 
provide. Our website is no 
different.
WIPCO has recently added a 
Language Translation feature to 
ensure we are able to serve ALL 
of our members’ needs.
Find it at the top of our 
home page, accessible from
any desktop or laptop computer, 
tablet or smartphone!

www.wipco.com

Now, we’re 
talking your 

language!



6 More of the Jordan Valley Ministries Story

The beautiful interior of the Barn at Jordan Valley Ministries, 23654 Plum Avenue, Castana, Iowa, has 
accommodations to host a variety of events.

“Jordan Valley Ministries is so much more than 
a church,” said Choya. “We want our facilities to 
be used not only for teaching, but for community 
events as well.”

Pastor Ben and Gabby Bennett, recently spent 
some time in Alaska working with youth and 
horses. 

“Youth are drawn to horses and working with 
them is a teaching experience which helps build 
confidence, character, and trust,” said Choya. “We 
hope to host summer and fall retreats for youth, 
where they have the opportunity to ride horses 
and participate in bible study. We have a goal 
of finding funding from outside donors to help 
support these youth in need of tuition assistance.”

On Friday, January 19, the Jordan Valley Bible 
Church will present a Gospel Music Concert by 
the Wissman Family out of Branson, Missouri. 
There is also a Winter Conference scheduled for 
January 26 and 27, 2018.

For more information on what is happening 
at Jordan Valley Ministries, contact Choya 
Bielenberg at 712-884-2507 or visit their Facebook 
page, Jordan Valley Ministries - Precept Central.

In 2014, the House on the Hill, was moved from 
Castana, Iowa, to a farm just up the hill from 
the Barn. The house had been previously used 
as a school house, a dormitory for teachers, and 
a bed and breakfast. The current owners live 
in the home, and they use it for lodging during 
conferences as well as a place for youth to play 
and study while their parents are attending 
conference sessions at the Barn.
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Adams, Marsha - Dunlap, IA
Argo Distribution- Mapleton, IA
Alvarez, Pedro P. - Denison, IA
Amoco Pipeline - Tulsa, OK    
Anderson, A.E., Sarasota, FL  
Archer, Heather - Onawa, IA
Bails, Steve - Denison, IA
Barrientes, Jorge - Denison, IA
Blaine Trust - Moorhead, IA
Blake, Brooke M. - Smithland, IA
Bonilla, Jose - Denison, IA
Boysen, Christine - Onawa, IA
Brainard Pig, Inc. - Fremont, NE
Bramley, Frank - Sioux City, IA
Brower, Lester E. - Vail, IA
Brown, Lloyd W. - Johnston, IA
Burger, Connie - Turin, IA
Burrough, Wayne  - Dunlap, IA    
Capps, James - Baltimore, MD
Carpenter, Greg & Bobbi - Onawa, 
IA
Carter, Tandy - Denison 
Centeno-Lopez, Hugo R. - Denison
Chance, Tammy - Austin, AR
Cook, Douglas - Fremont, NE
Cox, Barry - Wichita, KS   
Cruz, Francis Mario - Antioch, TN
Cruz, Miguel - Houston, TX  
Dougherty, D. Dean - Castana, IA
Escalante, Cesar - Denison, IA      
Ferguson, Connie % Kathy 
Schmidt - Battle Creek, IA  
Fouts, William - Castana, IA
Gotto, Robert - Sioux Center, IA
Grudle, Ken J. - Ponca, NE  
Hack, Dennis - Sgt. Bluff, IA    
Hall, Kathryn - Harlan, IA
Harding, Leonard L. - Whiting, IA    
Harris, Charlie - Meridian, ID 
Heck, Michele K. - Sloan, IA
Heller, Jeff - Defiance, IA
Helmbrecht, Chris - Seneca, NE
Henderson, Tom - Princeton, MO
Herbert, David - Denison, IA
Hibert, Virginia - Brooks, CA
Hinze, Joshua - Moorhead, IA

Horsley, Kevin - Salix, IA
Hottendorf, Terry - Dow City, IA
Houston, Eric - Moorhead, IA
Hubrecht, Elizabeth - Wall Lake, 
IA
IA-8 Monona LTD Partnership, 
Columbus, OH 
Iowa Trophy Whitetail - Pagosa 
Springs, CO
Jenkins, Mary Jane - Onawa     
Jennes, Jim - Quimby, IA
Jensen, Ray - Council Bluffs, IA   
Jepsen, Wayne - Onawa, IA
Johnson, Darlene - Macy, NE
Johnson, Rob - Makawao, HI
Joye, Barbara - Carroll, IA     
Kemery, Kathy - Omaha, NE   
Kjose, Mable - Iowa City, IA    
Kunze, Dana - Lewis, IA
Kunze, Dedra - Ellsworth, WI     
Larson, Lee - Dubois, WY   
Lloyd, Tim & Tina, C/O Tina 
Stone - Carroll, IA
Lochmiller, Ronald - Dow City, IA
Manning Pork, C/O Duane Streit - 
Carroll, IA
Marsh, Cynthia - Whiting, IA  
Maynard, Richard - Arlington, WA
McCullough, Logan & Tammie - 
Chandler, AZ
McLain, Charles & Margaret - 
Omaha, NE   
McManigal, Kim - Decatur, NE  
McNeer, Steven - Edgerton, KS
Medlang, Owen - Onawa, IA 
Miller, Edward - Omaha, NE    
Myers, Don - Whiting, IA
National Adv. Co. - Argo, IL
Neddermeyer, Ross - Denison, IA
Nelms, David - Portland, OR
Nolan, Robert - Omaha, NE 
Olson, Jr., Clarence - Dakota City, 
NE    
Palme, Douglas - Port Saint Joe, FL     
Pelletier, Maurice - Lewiston, MA    
Popp, Vivian - Denison, IA
Preston, Jason - Louisville, KY

Quandt, Alvena - Arion, IA    
Rasmusson, Alan - Newton, IA      
Recinos, Dora - Denison     
Richards, Allan F. - Sloan, IA 
Riesselman, Paul - Newton, IA
Roecker, Jay - Dow City, IA
Runyon, Ernest - Nodaway, IA   
Rupp, Donald - Lanark, IL     
Sarratt, John - Mapleton, IA   
Schoenherr, Kimberly - Hornick, 
IA
Schrader, Lois, C/O Gwen 
Kaufman - Denison, IA
Schuh, Hazel, C/O Doug Uhl - 
Mapleton, IA
Schultz, David C. - South Sioux 
City, NE
Seal, Tammy - Odebolt, IA
Shanon, Rhonda - Westside, IA
Sorensen, Jim - Cody,WY
Starek, Helen & Jon - Johnston, IA
Stastny, Mike - Omaha, NE
Stephenson, Wayne, C/O Delores 
Stephenson - Denison, IA
Stone, Richard - Onawa, IA
Sturgeon, Scott - Scranton, IA
Tanner, Chris - Sioux City, IA
Taylor, Becky - Onawa, IA
TEI-Davel Comm,, Inc. - 
Cleveland, OH
Terra Chemicals International - 
Sioux City, IA
Terrell, Belle - Whiting, IA    
Terrell, Gary - Salix, IA   
Teuscher, Betty - Omaha, NE 
Thetford, Thomas B. - Sioux City, 
IA          
Turner, Don - Ft. Calhoun, NE  
Tyson, Terry - Boulder, CO
Weitz Company, Inc. - Omaha, NE
Western Outdoor Advertising 
Company - Charlotte, NC
Western Wireless, C/O Alltell - 
Little Rock, AR
Western Wireless - Bellevue, WA
Willison, Gregg T. - Manning, IA
Zortman, John - Whiting

Patronage checks were mailed out in September and many were returned due to insufficient 
addresses. If you have a valid, current address for any of the following former Members, please contact 
our office so we can mail them to the correct address.
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www.wipco.com

Office & Warehouse Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Western Iowa Power Cooperative’s
mission is to enhance our members’

quality of life by providing
safe and reliable electric services.

Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location numbers. Find your 
location number in this newsletter, call 
the REC office by the 20th of the month, 
and you will receive a $25.00 credit on 
your energy bill.

The location numbers in the 
December newsletter belonged to Tim 
Muller and Rebecca Emmart.

(USPS 9340)


