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Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative’s mission is 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services.

 
  Holiday Closing

The Cooperative’s 
offices and warehouses 
will be closed Tuesday, 
December 24th at 
11:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
December 25th for the 
Christmas holiday, and 
Wednesday, January 
1st for the New Year’s 
holiday. 
From all of us at Western 
Iowa Power Cooperative, 
we wish you all a 
blessed holiday season!

Need Money for College?

WIPCO in conjunction with Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
(BEPC) will be awarding six scholarships for the 2020-2021 school 
year. Now in its 30th year, the scholarship program recognizes and 
encourages academic and community achievements of students 
whose parents are WIPCO members.

BEPC will award one $1,000 scholarship, and WIPCO will 
award one $1,000 and four $500 scholarships. Two of the $500 
scholarships will be designated specifically for students enrolling in 
a vocational/technical school.

The scholarship must be used for educational costs, and the 
student must enter college in the fall of the school year for which 
the scholarship is given. Scholarships will be awarded without 
regard to other awards, loans, or financial assistance the applicant 
may have obtained. Previous scholarship award winners are not 
eligible.

A selection committee will choose the recipients of the 
scholarships. The selection committee’s decisions are final. Awards 
are based on the following criteria: SAT/ACT scores and grade 
point average, work experience, participation in school and 
community activities, a personal statement of career goals, and a 
written recommendation by a third party.

Applicant must be a U.S. citizen and the dependent of a WIPCO 
member. Applicant must be a student who is enrolled or planning 
to enroll in a full-time undergraduate or graduate course of study 
at an accredited, two-year or four-year college, university, or 
vocational/technical school.

Applications must be received in the WIPCO office in Denison 
or Onawa no later than Friday, February 7, 2020.

Applications are available on our Website at www.wipco.com 
(My Account & Member Benefits tab, Scholarships). You can also 
contact your high school guidance counselor or one of WIPCO’s 
offices for an application.
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Manager’s Message

May Your Days be 
Merry and Bright

The holiday season is a time of 
year that many anticipate. Many 
of us look forward to more time 
spent with family and friends, 

and we cherish carrying on 
old family traditions and 
enjoy creating new ones. 

However, given the hustle and bustle of the 
season, the holidays can also offer an opportunity 
to slow down and reflect. 

One of your Cooperative’s founding principals 
is “Concern for Community.” While our main 
focus is safe, reliable and affordable energy, 
we want to give back and help our service 
area thrive. One way Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative (WIPCO) demonstrates that 
commitment is by supporting programs that 
encourage youth and adult education. 

WIPCO recently partnered with affiliated 
cooperatives, CoBank and Northwest Iowa 
Power Cooperative (NIPCO) by providing cash 
donations to benefit the Crawford and Monona 
County Fair Associations and 4-H programs 
because these organizations actively support 
community groups such as 4-H, Extension, and 
other service oriented agencies by instructing and 
educating youth and adults. 09-01-3916

CoBank is a cooperative bank providing 
financial services to agribusinesses and rural 
power, water, and communications providers 
in all 50 states. In September, WIPCO applied to 
CoBank’s “Sharing Success” program. Sharing 
Success matches qualifying contributions by its 
cooperative customers to nonprofit organizations.

NIPCO is the wholesale electric generation and 
transmission cooperative owned by WIPCO and 
five other rural electric cooperatives and a full-
service municipal electric cooperative serving six 
western Iowa towns. NIPCO jointly sponsored 
a summer golf tournament with local, regional, 
and national businesses and raised money that 
was given to each of NIPCO’s seven member 
cooperatives to be donated to the organization of 
their choice.

“WIPCO strives not only to provide value 
to our Members but to improve the quality of 
life in the local communities we serve,” said Jeff 
Bean, WIPCO’s General Manager. “We commend 
these organizations for the great work they do to 
educate, promote, and showcase the agricultural, 
business, industry and life of Crawford and 
Monona County citizens of all ages.”

Jeff Bean, WIPCO General Manager (right) presents a 
donation check to Janice Henningsen, Crawford County 
Fair Association Board Member (left)

Jeff Bean, WIPCO General Manager (right) presents a 
donation check to Chris Beedle, Monona County Fair 
Association Board President (left)

Mari Miller, WIPCO Communicator (right) presents a 
donation check to Melissa Beerman, Iowa State University 
Extension, Monona County, County Director (left)



3What’s happening at WIPCO..

“I won’t miss working in 
bad weather,” said foreman, 
Tim Blatchford, while reflecting 
on his career that spanned 
a combined 41 years with 
Monona County Rural Electric 
Cooperative and Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative. “I will miss 
working with the cooperative 
members and my fellow 
employees.”

Blatchford worked as 
summer help for Monona 
County REC in 1976 and 1977. 
After high school, he graduated 
from the Powerline Program at 
Northwest Iowa Community 
College and worked seven 
months for Nebraska Public 
Power before Monona County

Celebrating a 41-year Cooperative 
Career--Congratulations!

Tim Blatchford (right), a WIPCO Foreman, retired on October 31, 2019 
after 41 years of service. Shown above, WIPCO General Manager, Jeff Bean 
(left) presents Blatchford with a years of service plaque.

REC hired him full-time. 
Blatchford worked as an 

apprentice lineman, journeyman 
lineman and at retirement, held 
the position of foreman.

Tim’s wife, Janice, recently 
retired from  her West Monona 
Middle School secretary position, 
so the Blatchfords plan on 
traveling, spending more time 
with family and friends and drag 
racing. Blatchford was one of the 
original founders of the Onawa 
Racing and Events Complex 
and plans to spend his summers 
racing his drag car. 

Thank you, Tim, for your 
years of service. We wish you a 
long and happy retirement!

Looking for 
That Perfect 
Christmas Gift?

Have you checked out the 
electric grills at Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative? 

We sell MECO® electric 
grills. These are outdoor grills 
that are portable for tailgating, 
camping or sitting on the back 
patio. They plug into any 
standard outlet and even have 
a rotisserie! These grills are 
safe, simple and easy to clean. 

“My family loves ours,” says 
Stephanie Wiese, WIPCO’s 
Director of Member Service/
Economic Development.

As you build your naughty 
and nice list this year, consider 
stopping at Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative to buy an 
electric grill for that hard to 
buy for person!
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Stay Connected 
to Western 
Iowa Power 
Cooperative
Have you seen our 
Facebook page? Visit  
www.wipco.com for links 
to our Facebook site. It 
is a great way to stay 
informed 
about what 
is happening 
at your 
Cooperative!

One easy call gets your 
utility lines marked and helps 
protect you from injury and 
expense. 
Safe Digging Is No Accident: 
Always Call 811 Before You 
Dig 
Visit 
call811.com 
for more 
information.
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Western Iowa Power Cooperative crews are 
busy constructing the cooperative’s latest solar 
array. By the time the crews are finished, the 
three-acre site (located southeast of Denison) will 
house 1,800 solar panels, which equates to 666 DC 
kW. All power generated will go onto WIPCO 
lines for the benefit of WIPCO members. 

With the completion of this site, WIPCO will 
own and operate 14 solar arrays with a total of 
8,246 solar panels generating 3.38 MWs. WIPCO 
now has enough solar installed in its service 
territory to power 240 homes annually.

The Cooperative not only installs for ourselves, 
but will install for individuals and other 
cooperatives and to date, has installed a total of 
5.59 MW in solar across the state of Iowa.

WIPCO has 
contracted 
with Chapman 
Metering of 
Avoca, Iowa to 
change out meters 
in our service 
territory. This fall, 
Chapman will be working north of Manning 
and in the areas of Vail, Westside and 
Arcadia. Our contractors may not knock on 
each member’s door, but will approach and 
replace WIPCO’s metering equipment and 
move on to the next location down the line. 
Their vehicles will be marked with Chapman 
Metering and WIPCO meter reader magnets. 
Please make sure there is access to all WIPCO 
equipment at your location. WIPCO would 
like to thank you for your patience during 
this process and if you have any questions or 
concerns, please call 1-800-253-5189 and ask 
to speak to the Operations Department.

We have a solar 
solution for you!

Own your own
standby GENERATOR?

By al lowing the
Cooperat ive to run your

locat ion on your generator  at
peak t imes ,  you rece ive a

lower e lectr ic  rate . ALL MONTH LONG!

Committed to Our Community - Serving Member-Owners 
with Integrity, Innovation and Accountability

800-253-5189 • 712-263-2943

809 Highway 39 N, Denison, Iowa 51442  
418 E. Iowa Ave., Onawa, Iowa 51040

www.wipco.com
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Electronic Gift Guide
This holiday season, give the 

gift of tech! If you’re searching for 
the latest gadgets and electronics 
to gift but don’t know where to 
start, we’ve got you covered. 

Here’s a list of ideas for your 
tech-savvy friends and family 
members, and with a range of 
prices and interests, there’s sure 
to be something for everyone. 

A portable charger (or power 
bank) can keep their smart phones 
and tablets juiced, and the good 
news is this gift won’t drain your 
wallet. You can purchase portable 
chargers online or at local retailers 
for as low as $20. Typically, these 
compact devices can fully charge 
an iPhone three times before 
running out of steam.

WIPCO’s 
electricians 
install 
geothermal 
equipment, 
and your 
Cooperative has rebates 
available of up to $3,000 per 
unit.
Geothermal tax credits are still 
available:
• The State Tax Credit is 

retroactive to January 2019
• The Federal Tax Credit 

is 30% of installed cost 
through 2021

• The State Tax Credit is 20% 
of the Federal amount

• If it is a new build, 
ductwork and wells drilled 
for the system also qualify 
for the credit

To learn more about geothermal 
heat pumps, please contact 
WIPCO’s member service 
department at 800-253-5189.

A Bluetooth speaker is another 
great gift to keep those on the 
go entertained. Whether they’re 
listening to their favorite tunes or 
watching the 
latest flick, 
Bluetooth 
speakers 
can clarify 
and amplify 
volume to 
satisfy any 
media enthusiast. Prices range 
depending on features, but you 
can purchase a quality Bluetooth 
speaker for as low as $30.  

A digital kitchen scale is a must 
for any culinary pro. You can find 
a 13-pound max weight scale for 
about $20 on Amazon.com.

Want to keep an eye on your 
pet while you are out? Consider a 
surveillance camera for real-time 
monitoring––some cameras even 
allow you to toss treats to your 
furry friend while you’re away. 
Additional features include a 
microphone (so you can talk to 
your pets), a built-in laser toy and 
the ability to snap a photo or take 
video from your smart phone. 
Prices vary, 
but you can 
purchase a 
pet camera 
for as low 
as $40 on 
Amazon.
com. 
Image Credit: PetChatz 
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WIPCO members can sign up to help support 

development of alternate energy production facilities,which 
may include wind and other non-traditional generation 
technologies, through the Prairie Winds program. 

Members who participate in the Prairie Winds program 
are not directly purchasing alternate energy but rather 
all the money collected, from participants in this “green 
pricing” program, will be used to develop alternate 
energy production facilities for delivery into the system 
of Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative, WIPCO’s power 
supplier. However, we cannot ensure that the electrons 
purchased will be utilized to meet your individual energy 
needs. 53-10-23823

The program is available to members within any of 
our rate classifications. You can contribute on a monthly 
basis by paying the additional amount with your monthly 
electric bill. The price for a contribution toward a block of 
100 kWhs is 20 cents. The contribution will be in addition to 
the normal electric bill and not a substitute for any charges 
thereunder. The minimum sign-up period is 12 months.

Call 800-253-5189 or 712-263-2943 to find out more, or 
if you want to participate, simply fill out the coupon and 
return it to the WIPCO office.

Each block is an additional 20 cent investment in not 
only the environment, but in the future of renewable energy.
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location 
numbers. Find your location number in 
this newsletter, call the REC office by the 
20th of the month, and you will receive a 
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the 
November newsletter belonged to Aaron 
J. Schultz and Gregg & Leslie Goslar.

(USPS 9340)


