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Our Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday evening, March 31st at 6:30 
p.m. at the Skate Palace in Ida Grove. We will not be having district 
meetings this year, which is consistent with the decision the 
Board of Directors made in 2020 to discontinue our March 
district meetings and to rotate the location of our 
Annual Meeting between our four districts. We 

SKATE PALACE, 203 SUSAN LAWRENCE DR, IDA GROVE, IA 51445
LIVE-STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE AND WEBSITE

are putting a lot of our member engagement 
emphasis and resources on our four fall District 
Member Appreciation Events.

The format of the meeting will consist of a 
short business meeting and a panel discussion 
answering questions that have been submitted 
by the membership on the question cards. 
We will also be announcing the results of the 
Director elections and the winners of the $1,000 
scholarships. We will not be serving a meal or 
having entertainment this year, but pie and  
ice-cream will be served.

We encourage you to submit questions for the 
Q & A panel discussion by filling out the green 
question card in this mailing and returning it to 
the office by March 18th.

To vote by mail
• Mark your director ballot with an “X” opposite 

the name of the one candidate you wish to 
vote for.

• Enclose the ballot in the envelope addressed 
to the Board Secretary, North West REC at 
Orange City, IA, then seal and mail.

• The ballot must be returned, or postmarked 
by March 18, 2022, at the latest, to be 
counted towards the director election.

Everyone who returns their ballot and question 
card to the office by the deadline listed above will 
be entered to win one of (10) ten $100 bill credits!

DOOR
PRIZES

Door prizes will be available to those who attend in person or join online. We 
will give out a keyword and a number to text it to during the meeting to register 
for the prizes for those who are joining online.

Prizes include: (10) Ten $250 bill credits & (20) Twenty $100 bill credits!

The Annual Meeting will be live-streamed via Facebook live. You can watch this from our website or our 
Facebook Page.
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/nwrec or our website: www.nwrec.coop

You can watch this without having access to a Facebook account, simply follow one of the links listed above. It 
will also be recorded and available for viewing on our website and Facebook page after the event.



2021 Annual Meeting Minutes

Board of Director Candidates
D3 - Steve Brown - Merrill
• Married to Audrey, one son Clint
• Farms west of Merrill, raising corn & beans, small 

cattle herd
• Current board member of North West REC
• Member of Le Mars Bible Church
• Past advisory committee member of Children’s Care 

Hospital & School (currently Lifescape of Sioux Falls)
• Enjoys helping son in his vegetable production and 

sales business

D3 - Todd Popken - Akron
• Married to Tammy, 2 children, 1 grandchild
• Farms between Le Mars and Akron, corn & 

soybeans, custom nursery hog facility
• Former director on Plymouth County Farm Bureau, 

Local Farmers Cooperative, Siouxland Energy, Farm 
Business, and Church Board.

• Have completed four phases of Iowa Institute of  
Cooperative Director Training.

• Enjoys riding motorcycle, going to lakes area, and 
boating

The Annual Meeting of the members of North West Rural Electric 
Cooperative was held at the Terrace View Event Center in Sioux 
Center, Iowa, Sioux County, Iowa at 7:00 o’clock p.m. on the 30th 
day of March, 2021. Members could come to the meeting in-person 
or members could view the meeting virtually online on the North 
West REC website or the North West REC Facebook page.
Welcoming remarks were extended by Jeff Rehder, Board President.
The Pledge of Allegiance and an invocation were offered by Lyle 
Korver, CEO and General Manager.
The meeting was called to order by Jeff Rehder, Board President, 
who presided, and Shirley Benson, Board Secretary, acted as 
secretary of the meeting and kept the minutes thereof.
Secretary Benson then read a copy of the Notice of the Annual 
Meeting, together with proof of the due mailing of said notice, to 
all members of the cooperative, and such notice and proof were 
ordered to be annexed to the minutes of this meeting.
Secretary Benson reported that return of over 10% of the mailed 
ballots established a quorum for the transaction of business.
Secretary Benson reported that the minutes of the annual meeting 
held on April 2, 2020 were included in the annual meeting mailing 
that was mailed to all members. A motion was duly made, seconded, 
and carried to waive the reading of the minutes, and they were 
thereupon declared to be approved and were ordered to be filed in 
the records of the cooperative.
The closing of the balloting for the District 1, 3, and 4 director 
positions was announced by Jeff Rehder, Board President.
Executive Assistant, Renee Wynia, announced the 2021 scholarship 
winners from each district.
Adam Schmidt, chair of the Nominating Committee, reported that 
the Nominating Committee met on January 20, 2021, and placed 
the following names in nomination for the election of directors to 

the Board of Directors of the Cooperative to be voted on, elected, 
and ratified at this meeting.
For a four-year term:
 District 1  District 3  District 4
 1) Steve Abma  1) Doug Becker  1) Mark Borchers
 2) Verlyn Netten  2) Jason Marienau  2) Dale Ullrich
The Report of the Nominating Committee was ordered to be 
identified by Secretary Benson and annexed to the minutes of the 
meeting.
A 2021 Highlights Video of North West REC was shown.
Manager Korver, President Rehder, Treasurer Wagner, and Matt 
Washburn, NIPCO Executive Vice-President participated in a 
Question and Answer Panel Discussion. Question cards were 
mailed to each member with the Annual Report prior to the 
meeting, and members could send in a question. The panel 
addressed some of these questions from the membership and 
some additional questions relating to future rates, reliability, and 
construction projects.
Adam Schmidt, chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the 
Certificate of Inspectors of Election, certifying that according to the 
number of votes received: Steve Abma was elected as director for 
District 1, Doug Becker was elected as director for District 3, and 
Dale Ullrich was elected as director for District 4, all for a four-year 
term. The Board President then directed the Secretary to annex the 
Certificate of Inspectors of Elections to the minutes of the meeting 
and thereupon declared said members duly elected as directors 
of the Cooperative to hold office for the term specified and until 
his successor shall have been elected and qualified. A motion was 
made, seconded and carried, to approve the Inspectors of Election 
Report.
There being no further business to come before the meeting, upon 
motion duly made, seconded and carried, the meeting adjourned.

STEVE BROWN

TODD POPKEN


