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Touchstone Energy

Touchstone Energy

 During Sen. Joni Ernst’s Estherville 
town-hall meeting over the Labor Day 
weekend, Rick Olesen, president and 
CEO, arranged for a brief meeting 
with the Senator and her staff to 
discuss support for a proposed federal 
government project that could bring 
over 40 high-paying jobs to Estherville.
 Sen. Ernst stated she will work in 
conjunction with Sen. Charles Grassley 
as well as Gov. Kim Reynolds and 
provide their support to help bring the 
Department of Defense manufacturing 
project not only to Estherville, but also 
to the other possible 29 communities 
throughout Iowa.

 Sen. Ernst’s support and assistance 
are key as she is a combat veteran who 
serves on the Senate Armed Forces 
Committee and has relationships with 
key officials in the Department of 
Defense.
 The wages of the federal project 
will include an average salary of about 
$60,000 per year plus federal benefi ts, 
with the top managers earning twice 
that.  The federal project will include 
a 75,000 square foot building in 
Estherville’s industrial park south of 
Iowa Lakes Community College.  
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PROPOSED FEDERAL PROJECT 
IN ESTHERVILLE GAINS SUPPORT

 Rick Olesen, president/CEO, center, arranged for a meeting with Sen. Joni Ernst, 
right, and other local economic development team members, to discuss the proposed 
Department of Defense manufacturing project slated for Estherville.

To participate, please complete the form and return it to Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative. Thank you for your support of this great program!

Yes, I want to contribute to RECare.
m I will make a one-time contribution to RECare.  

My check is enclosed.
m I will contribute $______ per month to 

RECare. I understand that this amount will be 
automatically added to my monthly electric bill.

Name: __________________________________

_______________________________________

Address: _________________________________

_______________________________________

City, St, Zip: ______________________________

_______________________________________

Acct. #: _________________________________

What is RECare?  
RECare is a voluntary energy assistance program that 
provides local community action agencies with funds to 
help low-income families weatherize and heat their homes.

Where will my contribution go?  
Your monetary contribution stays in our service area 
and is disbursed to low-income member-owners. Your 
contribution can help local families in need!

How do I give?  
Through RECare, you may make a one-time contribution or 
a monthly pledge that will automatically be added to your 
monthly electric bill. Even $1 a month will help others.

!
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Call Before You Dig

CLEAN THE CAMERA LENS.
 Your phone goes with you everywhere, 
collecting dirt and dust and leaving a 
cloudy layer that can ruin the quality of 
your photos. Wipe down the lens before 
you snap a picture. Use a so�  handkerchief 
when possible, but a shirt sleeve works too!

GET CLOSER.
 � is may seem obvious, but the closer 
you can get to your subject, the better. 
Avoid zooming in, which leads to blurry, 
pixelated images. That said, keep safety 
in mind when you’re taking pictures in 
potentially hazardous situations.

ADJUST THE CAMERA FOCUS.
 Smartphones automatically focus on 
the foreground, but that may not include 
your intended subject. The best way to 
correct this is by manually setting your 
camera’s focus.

 Tap the portion of the screen you want 
in focus. � is results in a square or circle 
icon appearing over your intended subject, 
producing a sharper image.

USE NATURAL LIGHT.
 Natural light is your friend! It’s beautiful, 
free, everywhere and constant. Natural light 
also lets you be more creative when playing 
with shadows and silhouettes.
 Avoid using the flash when possible. 
Flash can overexpose or wash out the image 
colors. You can always adjust the brightness 
with your camera’s exposure tool.

4 TIPS FOR BETTER SMARTPHONE IMAGES

YOUR ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE 
NEEDS YOUR HELP

Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative 
works hard to provide safe, reliable and 
convenient electric power for you and your 
family. We also provide programs to help 
you use energy e�  ciently.
 To help us plan for the future and 
determine what programs will bene� t you 
most, your cooperative needs your help.
 This fall, we will be conducting a 
survey of our residential consumers. If you 
receive a survey, please help us by taking a 
few minutes to complete it. Your answers 
are very important, so please respond as 
best as possible and return it promptly. A 
postage-paid return envelope is included 
for your convenience. � e survey will also 
be available to complete online.

You don’t have to be a professional to take quality photos. Embrace your inner 
photographer by following these four tips for better smartphone images.


