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Fall Flood Damage Hits Cooperative’s
Service Area
Jake Nonnweiler, lineman, Iowa Lakes
Electric Cooperative’s Alta service center,
needed to put on his waders to reach
the two broken poles that caused the
distribution lines to lean over the county
road near Linn Grove.

The road had been closed due to
flooding after another large rain storm hit
the area on Sept. 20, and once the county
was ready to open the road, Nonnweiler
waded through the flooded ditches to reset
the new distribution poles.

Happy Holidays!

Monarch Habitat
Find out how your cooperative is

Wishing all our member-owners a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
From your Board of Directors and Staff.

helping to establish a native landscape
prairie by planting monarch-friendly
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wildflowers and grasses alongside its
solar demonstration project.

SEE PAGE 6-7 FOR THE OPERATION ROUND-UP GRANT RECIPIENTS
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FROM THE PRESIDENT/CEO R I C K O L E S E N

CHANGING
LANDSCAPE
Iowa is well known for being the
center of agriculture, including leading
the nation in providing corn, soybeans,
pork and eggs. What many people may
not realize is that Iowa is also the center
of the monarch butterfly’s breeding
range. Unfortunately, the monarch
butterfly population has experienced
an 80 percent decline in the past two
decades.
One of the main reasons for the
significant population decline of this
beautiful and treasured butterfly stems
from the loss of wildflowers that provide
healthy sources of nectar and the
milkweed plants, which is the only food
source for the monarch caterpillar.
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative,
in partnership with the City of
Estherville, is taking root and will be
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establishing a monarch habitat outside
our headquarters’ facility. There is
approximately 80,000 square feet of land
to the north and east of our headquarters’
facility for planting native milkweed
species that monarch caterpillars need
to survive. The land to the east of our
building is owned by the City where
our 140 kW solar array demonstration
project is located.
This land is an ideal area to establish
a native landscape prairie by planting
monarch-friendly wildflowers and
grasses alongside and behind our
ground-mounted solar demonstration
project. This collaborative approach
with your Cooperative and the City of
Estherville is now supporting more than
just clean-energy projects, we are helping
pollinators have a home. We are proud to

The monarch butterfly
population has declined
80% in the past two
decades.

lead the way in Iowa by planting native
grasses in efforts to provide a home for
pollinators, insects and wildlife while
reducing our maintenance expenses,
improving storm water infiltration, and
providing educational opportunities for
the public.
Having the solar array be the
backdrop of the monarch habitat is a
natural fit and will be visually appealing
from the community’s southern gateway.
However, it is a process that could take 3
to 5 years to get the native prairie grasses
fully established. During that time, this
area will not be as pleasing to look at but
what we will be creating, we believe, will
play a major role in the recovery of the
monarch species and help to prevent it
from becoming an endangered species.

Your Cooperative and the City of Estherville now support
more than just clean-energy projects, we help pollinators
have a home, while also ultimately reducing
maintenance costs. - Rick Olesen, President/CEO

The annual North American monarch
migration is one of the longest and most
spectacular insect migrations globally.
Each fall, millions of monarch butterflies
leave their summer breeding areas in the
U.S. and Canada, traveling some 3,000
miles to reach overwintering grounds in
southwestern Mexico.
Being in the center of the monarch’s
summer breeding range – approximately
40 percent of all monarch butterflies
that overwinter in Mexico are estimated
to come from Iowa and neighboring
Midwest states.

Amy Howard Elected to the Energy
Education Council Member Assembly
Amy Howard, communications
specialist, Iowa Lakes Electric
Cooperative, was recently elected to
the Energy Education Council (EEC)
Member Assembly.
The EEC was established in 1952
and is committed to the education and
empowerment of energy consumers, with
the goal of enhancing lives by promoting
the efficient and safe use of energy.

The EEC Member Assembly consists
of delegates from across the United States.
Howard, along with five other delegates,
will represent Iowa. As a delegate, Howard
will be part of a national forum where
she will have the opportunity to network
with colleagues to provide guidance and
feedback on energy education and Safe
Electricity resources.

WWW.ILEC.COOP

3

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

THE EMERGENCY ROOM
PROJECT GETS A BOOST
Avera Holy Family Foundation
received a combined $15,000 donation
for its Emergency Room Capital
Campaign from Iowa Lakes Electric
Cooperative, CoBank, a cooperative
bank serving vital industries throughout
rural America and Basin Electric Power
Cooperative, one of the Cooperative’s
wholesale power suppliers. This was
given in addition to the initial $15,000
donation these entities gave to the
emergency room project last November
bringing their total financial support of
the project to $30,000.
“Avera Holy Family Hospital was
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again named one of the Top 20 Critical
Access Hospitals in the Nation. They
have received this award four out of the
last five years. As rural communities
across the nation struggle with
healthcare access, we cannot help but
realize how incredibly fortunate we are
to have a facility such as this right here
in our community. We at Iowa Lakes
Electric Cooperative along with our
partners at CoBank and Basin Electric
Power, are proud to support this project
and Avera’s mission of providing
quality healthcare in our community.”
said Rick Olesen, President/CEO, Iowa

Pictured (left to right) Kayleen Lee, Avera Holy
Family Hospital, Interim President & CEO; Rick
Olesen, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative President/
CEO; Amy Deim, Avera Holy Family Foundation
Foundation Chair; Sandy Shonkwiler, Foundation
Manager

Lakes Electric Cooperative.
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
made a $5,000 donation to the
Foundation in support of upgrading
and expanding the hospital’s emergency
department. Your Cooperative’s
donation was matched by CoBank
through its Sharing Success program
and Basin Electric through its matching
donation fund.
The estimated cost of the project is
$4.1 million of which the Foundation
raised $1.26 million in pledges and
donations through a capital campaign
conducted in 2017.

2019 ANNUAL MEETING SPEAKER’S

POWERFUL PRESENTATION
WILL INSPIRE AUDIENCE
Keynote speaker, Chris Norton
In October 2010, 18-yearold Chris Norton jogged onto
the football field on a kickoff for
Luther College and was wheeled
off on a stretcher after a routine
tackle fractured his spine, causing
significant damage to his spinal
cord. After 16 hours of surgery,
he was given a 3 percent chance of
ever moving anything below the
neck. Four years later, he defied the
odds and, at his college graduation
and with the assistance of his
fiancé, Emily Summers, Norton
walked across the stage to receive
his diploma.
Now a motivational speaker,
Norton will address the members
and guests attending Iowa Lakes
Electric Cooperative annual
meeting April 5. He will talk about
the challenges that everyone faces,
and how our lives are defined not
by the challenges, but by how we
react to them.
Three years after his graduation
walk, Norton attempted another
incredible feat – this time, perhaps
the most important walk of his
life – down the aisle with his wife,
Emily. As with his graduation
walk, Norton prepared relentlessly,
spending four hours per day in the
gym. Norton and his wife joyfully
conquered the challenge – and
walked seven yards down the aisle
after their wedding ceremony.
Seven yards symbolized the sevenyear anniversary of his injury.

Norton now speaks at
numerous events across the
country. His message focuses on
the fact that we all face challenges,
but our circumstances don’t define
us – we do. His message resonates
with all of us: adversity is universal,
but we all have the Power to Stand.
He created the Chris Norton
Foundation,
a
nonprofit
organization dedicated to helping
people with spinal cord and
neuromuscular disabilities by
providing opportunities that
would not otherwise exist. To date,
the Chris Norton Foundation has
raised just under $1 million dollars.
The Nortons have five foster
children under 8 years old. They
are both deeply committed to
providing a safe, loving home for
children in need. In late December,
while they were fostering a 3-year
old, they were approached about
fostering a group of four siblings.
The only way they would be
approved for the placement was to
buy a bigger vehicle. So, without
hesitation, they purchased a
“new” used vehicle that would fit
everyone.
After the annual meeting,
Norton will be available to
autograph his book, “The Power
of Faith When Tragedy Strikes.”
Books will be available for purchase
at the annual meeting.

Iowa native, Chris Norton,
recounts his seemingly
insurmountable quest to regain
movement after a routine football
tackle changed his life forever.

JOIN US AT THE ANNUAL MEETING ON FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 2019
AT THE CLAY COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, SPENCER, IOWA.

WWW.ILEC.COOP
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GIVING BACK
IOWA LAKES ELECTRIC MEMBERS

Charitable
Foundation
OPERATION ROUND UP IN ACTION

QUARTERLY REPORT

Directors of the Iowa Lakes Electric Members Charitable Foundation awarded $23,500 in grants to eight
organizations at its second grant meeting on Oct. 5. Following a review of grant applications, the directors
approved the following grants:

		
		
Organization
County
Emmet County Emergency Responders Emmet
United Lutheran Minisitries
Palo Alto
Seniors & Lawmen Together (S.A.L.T.)
Dickinson
Quimby Community Fire & Rescue
Cherokee
				
Elderbridge Agency on Aging
Clay
Cherokee County Conservation Board
Cherokee
Kossuth Strenthening Families, Inc.
Kossuth
				
				
Always on Your Side Inc.
Emmet
				
				
				

DEADLINE

4/1/19

Project Purpose

Grant Amount
Awarded

Drone and expansion pack
$ 4,000
Food Pantry
$ 1,000
2019 Polaris Ranger
$ 4,000
Firehose, portable radios & lifevest
$ 4,000
for Rescue Boat
Material Aid Program
$ 3,000
Outdoor Classroom Shelter
$ 3,500
Implementation of Strengthening
$ 2,000
Families Program 10-14 to help parents learn
nurturing skills that support their children
2018 Christmas Project for winter
$ 2,000
apparel, personal apparel & products,
and gifts for those in need

Total

$23,500

Grant Application Deadline April 1.
To have your grant be considered at the April Foundation Board meeting,
completed grant applications must be received in the Iowa Lakes Electric
Cooperative’s office by April 1, 2019.

The Foundation’s Board of Directors meets
quarterly to review the grant applications. The
grant applications are available on Iowa Lakes
Electric Cooperative’s website (www.ilec.coop)
or at our headquarters office in Estherville.
Operation Round Up is a strictly voluntary
program where member-owners round up their
electric bills to the next nearest dollar and
those monies are used to assist worthy causes
and organizations in your local communities.
Donations to Operation Round Up are tax
deductible and both monthly and year-to-date
donations are printed on the member’s monthly
billing statement.
The Iowa Lakes Electric Member-Owner
Charitable Foundation Board of Directors is
made up of volunteer, member-owners from
each of the eight counties in your Cooperative’s
service territory. The Foundation’s 2018 board
members include the following: Chairperson
Janet Deim, Swea City; Vice Chairperson Jarrett
Smith, Spencer; Secretary John Boettcher, Spirit
Lake; Treasurer Dan Sievers, Storm Lake; Robert
Beneke, Palmer; Ruth Brown, Ruthven; Bruce
Chrestiansen, Estherville, and Lynn Winterhof,
Aurelia.
The Iowa Lakes Electric Member-Owner
Charitable Foundation, is a non-profit, 501c3
Corporation that administers the funds from
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative’s Operation
Round Up program.

$3,500

$4,000

CHEROKEE COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD

EMMET COUNTY EMERGENCY RESPONDERS ASSOCIATION

A $3,500 check to the Cherokee County Conservation board
will assist with an Outdoor Classroom Shelter. Lynn Winterhof
(l), Operation Round Up Foundation board member, presented
Laura Jones, naturalist, Cherokee County Conservation board,
with the donation.
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Iowa Lakes Electric Members Charitable Foundation awarded a $4,000 grant to the Emmet County Emergency
Responders Association. The grant will assist with the purchase of a Drone and an expansion pack. Bruce
Chrestiansen (r), Operation Round Up Foundation board member, presented members of the association, with
the charitable donation.

$4,000

$1,000

QUIMBY COMMUNITY FIRE & RESCUE DEPARTMENT

Unity Lutheran Ministries Food Pantry

Iowa Lakes Electric Members Charitable Foundation awarded a $4,000 grant to the Quimby Community Fire &
Rescue Department. The grant will assist with the purchase of a firehose, portable radios and a life vest for their
rescue boat. Lynn Winterhof, Operation Round Up Foundation board member, presented Quimby Community Fire
& Rescue Department volunteers, Willie Allbaugh, chief, and Tracy Stevenson, 2nd assistant, with the charitable
donation.

A $1,000 grant to the Unity Lutheran Ministries Food
Pantry will assist with the purchase of food and personal
care items for the food pantry. Bruce Chrestiansen,
Operation Round Up Foundation board member, presented
Marge Tindall, director, Unity Lutheran Food Pantry, with
the charitable donation.

$2,000

$4,000

$2,000

ALWAYS ON YOUR SIDE

SENIOR AND LAWMEN TOGETHER (S.A.L.T.)

KOSSUTH STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

A $2,000 grant to Always on Your Side will assist with
the 2018 Christmas Project, purchasing coats for kids
in the community. Janet Deim, chairperson, Operation
Round Up Foundation board, presented the Always on
Your Side committee, with the charitable donation.

A $4,000 grant to Senior and Lawmen Together (SALT)
will assist with the purchase of a Polaris Ranger to
patrol the trails of the Iowa Great Lakes region during
the summer months. John Boettcher, Operation Round
Up Foundation board member, presented Lorraine Groves,
S.A.L.T. volunteer, and Dickinson County Sheriff Greg
Baloun, with the charitable donation.

A $2,000 grant to Kossuth Strengthening Families, Inc.
will assist with their implementation of the Strengthening
Families Program. Janet Deim, chairperson, Operation
Round Up Foundation board, presented the Kossuth
Strengthening Families, Inc. board with the charitable
donation.

$3,000
ELDERBRIDGE AGENCY ON AGING

Iowa Lakes Electric Members Charitable Foundation
awarded a $3,000 grant to Elderbridge Agency on
Aging. The grant will assist with their Material Aid
Program. Jarrett Smith, vice chairperson, Operation
Round Up Foundation board, presented Shelly Sindt,
CEO, Elderbridge Agency on Aging, with the charitable
donation.

WWW.ILEC.COOP
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Local Businesses
Receive Loans
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative creates and fosters economic
development opportunities for the benefit of new and/or
existing businesses, local communities and Northwest Iowa.
By offering meaningful resources and services, the Cooperative
is putting “energy” into the communities we serve.
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Energy Efficiency Tip
Pictured above, Suidae Health and Production:
From left: Brittany Dickey, Corn Belt Power; Jason Kelly, Suidae
president; Matthew Anderson, Suidae director/treasurer; Jed
Skogerboe, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, and Norm Fandel,
Midland Power, attended the Suidae loan closing.
Suidae Health and Production received
Revolving Load Funds from Iowa Lakes Electric
Cooperative, Midland Power Cooperative and Corn
Belt Power Cooperative. Your Cooperative loaned
$250,000 and Midland Power and Corn Belt Power
each loaned $125,000 for the purchase of the old
Algona armory and renovating it for the company’s
new headquarters in Algona.

Is your hot water tank warm to the touch? Consider
insulating it to save 7 to 16 percent annually on
water heating costs.
Source: ENERGY.GOV

Make yourself a home.
WE’LL HELP YOU PROTECT IT.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL • MEDICAL

Graettinger Economic Development Council
received $150,000 in Revolving Loan Funds. Your
Cooperative, Homeward Inc. and Corn Belt Power
Cooperative each loaned $50,000 to help fund
Graettinger Economic Development Council’s 20th
speculative home.
Pictured on the left, Graettinger Economic Developement
Council. From left: Jed Skogerboe, Iowa Lakes Electric
Cooperative; Lloyd Petersen, Graettinger Economic
Development Council vice president; J.R. Brown, Graettinger
Economic Development Council president; Cheryl Rhead,
Homeward Inc., and Brittany Dickey, Corn Belt Power,
attended the loan closing.

Our smart home security systems keep your
loved ones and home safe from intruders, carbon
monoxide, ﬁre, and other threats.
Watch live video, arm/disarm your system, and
control your lights and thermostat from easy-touse web and mobile interfaces.

800-225-4532 | heartlandss.com

WWW.ILEC.COOP
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RENEWABLE ENERGY

SOLAR DEMO
PROJECT
UPDATE
Your Cooperative’s 140-kilowatt solar array yearto-date energy production, through November, is
slightly below 2017 and below the projected number
of kilowatt-hours as illustrated below.
The major reason for the decline in the solar
production was the early snowfall in October and
November that sticks to the solar array and can reduce
or completely inhibit energy generation.
For example, during the month of November, it
was projected the solar demonstration project would
generate 13,433 kilowatt-hours but instead only
generated 8,323 kWh.

CURRENT SOLAR STATS
2018 YTD kWh Produced  .  .  .  .  . 203,985 kWh
2017 YTD kWh Produced .  .  .  .  . 219,520 kWh
Projected YTD kWh Produced .  . 211,567 kWh

Solar Demonstration Project

Solar Demonstration Project

kWh Solar Generation Produced verses Projected
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POLE TOP
RESCUE TRAINING
Every year your Cooperative’s line crews buckle on
fall-restraint equipment belts and re-certify in pole top
rescue training.
The pole top rescue training is designed to evaluate
each lineman on his or her ability to properly rescue
an injured and/or stranded lineman. One-by-one, each
lineman calls for help, puts on their pole climbing gear
and climbs the pole. Once at the top, the lineman must
secure a 200-pound mannequin using a rope, safely
climb down the pole and then provide emergency first
aid and care.
Linemen also completed basket rescue training.
During this time, linemen practice operating the basket
controls from the ground to lower and tip the basket so
they are able to pull a mannequin out of the basket and
begin to administer CPR.
From start to finish, each lineman must complete
both rescue procedures in less than four minutes to be
successful.
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative continuously
places safety first. Pole top rescue and basket rescue
training are an essential part of the training required
by your Cooperative – safely rescuing a fellow lineman
could mean the difference between life and death.
Safety first, always!

Shannon Lehmkuhl Becomes a Certified
Loss Control Professional

Rick Olesen (right), president/CEO, presents Shannon Lehmkuhl, wind
technician, with his Certified Loss Control Professional Certificate.

Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative is
pleased to announce that wind technician,
Shannon Lehmkuhl, has recently met the
precise requirements needed to become a
Certified Loss Control Professional.
To receive this certification, Lehmkuhl
completed an intensive program in electric
utility safety and loss control. The Loss
Control Internship is a series of workshops
offered by the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association in conjunction
with the National Utility Training & Safety
Education Association. The program is
designed to instruct participants in areas
related to electric utility industry safety.
According to the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration, nearly 4 million
injuries occur annually in the workplace.
One of the goals of a Certified Loss Control
Professional is to help ensure a safe work

environment for utility workers and the
public in general. Avoiding workplace
accidents avoids down time and can
ultimately lead to lower utility rates.
Lehmkuhl is one of only a few electric
utility professionals in the country that
will receive the certification this year. The
program requires participants to complete
a rigorous series of seminars and tests, a
30 hour OSHA course, and a detailed final
course project.
Lehmkuhl has been with Iowa Lakes
Electric Cooperative for seven years. He
served the Iowa Army National Guard in
many different positions over 21 years until
his retirement this past March. Lehmkuhl
graduated with a wind energy and turbine
degree from Iowa Lakes Community College.
He resides in Estherville, Iowa, with his
family.

WWW.ILEC.COOP
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WE SALUTE OUR EMPLOYEES

Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative congratulates the following
employees for their dedicated years of service!

CELEBRATING OUR EMPLOYEE TEAM

EMPLOYEE SERVICE

AWARDS 2019

5 YEAR SERVICE AWARD

Alden Zeitz
Manager of Renewable Energy Services

Natalie Brown
Accounts Payable & General Accounting

Chris Jones
Energy Advisor

10 YEAR SERVICE AWARD

Tyson Nielsen
Lineman

Mat Kilgore
Lineman

Lindsay Steffen
Customer Care Representative

Bobbi Jo Ruschy
Marketing Assistant

15 YEAR SERVICE AWARD

Patty Thackery
Customer Care Representative

20 YEAR SERVICE AWARD

Aaron Ruschy
Vice President of Operations & Engineering
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Jeremy Madden
Energy Advisor

Jason Thorson
Energy Advisor

CONGRATULATIONS
MARTIN MARIETTA HONORED
WITH IOWA VENTURE AWARD
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative nominated Martin Marietta,
one of the Cooperative’s key accounts, for the Iowa Venture
Award in recognition of their significant contributions to Iowa’s
economy through entrepreneurial leadership, innovation and the
creation of job opportunities. Martin Marietta was one of eight
distinguished Iowa companies honored with the Iowa Venture
Award during a luncheon held in conjunction with the Iowa
Association of Electric Cooperatives’ annual meeting on Dec. 6.
Martin Marietta is an American-based company with
operations in 32 states. They are a leading supplier of building
materials, including aggregates, cement, ready mixed concrete
and asphalt. Martin Marietta’s Midwest Division includes more
than 30 operations across Iowa. The company provides Iowa
customers with a wide variety of high-quality products for
construction needs. A few examples showcasing their products
include wind farms, Highway 20, Lake Red Rock Hydro Electric
Dam, and the Facebook, Google and Microsoft facilities.

Pictured left to right: September Dau, senior vice president of finance,
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative; Jed Skogerboe, manager of business
& community development, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative; Jerry
Beck, board chairman, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative; Mike Naig,
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture; Bruce Hansen Alden District plant
manager, Martin Marietta; Guy Dewey, Moore Quarry plant manager,
Martin Marietta; Rick Olesen, president & CEO, Iowa Lakes Electric
Cooperative; Pam Caboth, vice president of administration services,
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative and Aaron Ruschy, vice president of
operations & engineering, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative.

ABOUT THE IOWA VENTURE AWARD
The Iowa Area Development Group is the business
and community development leader for Iowa’s rural
electric cooperatives, municipal utilities and independent
telecommunication companies. This year marks the 31st
year that Iowa Area Development Group has presented
these awards to successful companies in the state of Iowa.

WWW.ILEC.COOP
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Annual Wind Production

2018 Wind Farm Kilowatt-hours
Generated vs. Projected (Jan. - Nov.)
78
76
74
MILLIONS

72
70
68
66

WIND FARM
PRODUCTION
UPDATE
So far this year, the wind
resources have not been at the
level we have experienced during
earlier years of the wind farms.
“It’s simple, we need to have
the wind blow for the turbines
to generate electricity,” said
Aaron Ruschy, vice president
of operations and engineering.
“The turbines have been ready
to generate all year. Year-todate both wind farms have
excellent availability to generate
with Superior wind farm at 99.1
percent and the Lakota wind
farm at 98.0 percent.”
Ruschy continued, “However,
one of the wind turbines at
the Lakota site had a bearing
replacement and was out of
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service for approximately a week
to avoid catastrophic damage to
the turbine. Once we know there
is a bearing issue, the turbine is
shut down until the replacement
is complete.”
Having one turbine down
for a week made a noticeable
difference in October’s availability
numbers for Lakota wind farm at
95.3 percent availability versus
Superior wind farm’s availability
at 99.5 percent.
Even though there has been
two gearbox replacements and a
bearing replacement at the Lakota
wind farm this year, year-to-date
availability to generate wind
energy remains nearly perfect.

65,036,860

64
62
60

‘10 ’11 ‘12 ’13 ‘14 ’15 ‘16 ’17 ‘18
Generated

Projected

NEW EMPLOYEE
Nicholas Feilmeier joined your
Cooperative on Oct. 22 as a lineman
on the Pocahontas line crew. Feilmeier
is a graduate of the powerline
program at Minnesota West
Technical College. He previously
worked for Dawson Public
Power District in
Nebraska. Welcome
to the team!

Juniors: Win a FREE trip to Washington D.C.
and a $500 scholarship

Open to all juniors, not just dependents of member-owners of the Cooperative

Arlington Cemetery — one of
the many sites visited during the
Youth Tour.

Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative invites area
high school juniors to apply for the 2019 Youth
Tour, an exciting, week-long, all-expense paid
trip to our nation’s Capitol from June 14-20,
2019. Your Cooperative will be sending two
students, from within the cooperative’s service
territory, on the 2019 Youth Tour. Along with
the all-expense paid trip to Washington D.C.,
both students will receive a $500 scholarship to
a college of their choice.
During this action packed adventure,
students will visit historical sites in Washington
D.C. including Arlington Cemetery, the
Holocaust Museum and the National
Cathedral. Students will also participate in

leadership training, engage in one-on-one
conversations with elected officials, jumpstart
their national peer network and learn
about electric cooperatives. Iowa’s electric
cooperatives have been giving high school
students the opportunity to tour Washington
D.C. for over 60 years.
Interested high school juniors are asked to
contact Bobbi Jo at 800-225-4532, ext. 6729, for
more information and to request application
materials.
Applications must be submitted to Iowa
Lakes Electric Cooperative by March 15, 2019.
To learn more about the 2019 Youth Tour
please visit www.youthtour.coop.

Women in Denim Conference
Celebrating Women of Rural America
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative supports the 15th Annual
Women in Denim conference in Storm Lake, Iowa. The two-day
educational conference celebrates women of rural America and
helps them sharpen their skills in decision-making, leadership
and knowledge of agriculture.
Photo Caption: Amy Howard (r), communications
specialist, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, presents members
of the Women in Denim committee with a $1,500 check. The
sponsorship helps hundreds of women learn, network and
celebrate their agricultural connections.

WWW.ILEC.COOP
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY

LET IT SHINE!

Jeremy Madden (r), energy advisor, Iowa
Lakes Electric Cooperative, presented
Shawn Andringa, general manager, Vander
Haag’s Inc., with a rebate check for $4,000
after installing LED lighting in the store.

EMPTY FREEZER?
UNPLUG IT.
If your extra freezer sits empty
most of the winter, it’s using more
energy than it does during the
summer when it’s full of ice cream.
A full freezer uses less energy than
an empty one because the alreadyfrozen food in it keeps the unit’s
temperature low.
A tip: Unplug your freezer if you don’t
use it during the winter.
Or, stock your empty or half-full
freezer with water-filled plastic milk
cartons or two-liter bottles. This will
keep your freezer running efficiently.
The water-filled containers — filled to
four inches from the top — will ease
the strain on the freezer’s motor and

keep food cold longer during a power
outage. And you can drink the water
in an emergency. Also:
n Keep the freezer’s temperature
higher than zero. Colder
temperatures waste energy without
extending the shelf life of your
frozen food.
n Chest-style freezers are cheaper to
run than uprights because cold air
stays in the unit when you open the
top. When you open an upright
freezer, all the cold air flows out.
n Defrost a freezer if frost builds up
to one-quarter of an inch. That
happens only in units that aren’t
self-defrosting or frost-free.

CURRENT STATISTICS

Load Management

Estimated Avoided Demand Charges (Jan. — Nov.)
$900,000
$821,000

$800,000

$715,500
$677,800

$700,000

$664,400

$2611,000

$600,000

$502,700

$500,000
$400,000

Jeremy Madden (r), energy advisor, Iowa
Lakes Electric Cooperative, presented
Bryce Ricklefs, store manager, C and B
Operations, with a rebate check for $3,657
after installing LED lighting in the store.
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Lights on Parade
Your Cooperative continued the annual tradition,
participating in two lighted parades to kick off the
holiday season. There was magic in the air as Frosty and
his friends brought smiles to those of all ages. It was
Estherville’s 10th annual holiday parade as well as the
7th annual holiday parade in Emmetsburg.

GO BEYOND
THE CARD.

Our free app helps you
save money locally,
online or wherever you
may roam.
Download the Co-op Connections® app today!

WWW.ILEC.COOP
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COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY

CASH FOR
COLLEGE
500 SCHOLARSHIP

$

Scholarships for students in
electrical technology, powerline or
powerline technology programs at
Northwest Iowa Community College
are being provided by Corn Belt
Power Cooperative. Working with the
college, Corn Belt Power provides four
separate $500 scholarships to students
in those programs. Recipients may be
either first- or second-year students at
the college. Students must maintain
a 2.5 minimum GPA. Applications
must be filed with Northwest Iowa
Community College Foundation by
March 1, 2019.
For an application or more
information, contact Sheila Van
Engen, foundation secretary,
Northwest Iowa Community College
Foundation, 603 West Part Street,
Sheldon, IA 51201-1046, 800-3524907 ext. 246, svanengen@nwicc.edu.

500 SCHOLARSHIP

$

Corn Belt Power partners with
Iowa Lakes Community College to
offer one $500 scholarship. To qualify,
the recipient must be enrolled in the
wind energy and turbine technology
program; a first- or second-year
student at Iowa Lakes Community
College; maintain 2.5 minimum
GPA, and be an Iowa resident. For
an application or more information,
contact Alison Mason, Iowa Lakes
Community College, 712-362-0491
ext. 4491 or amason@iowalakes.edu.
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RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES
RAISE FUNDS FOR CHARITIES IN
WESTERN IOWA
One hundred and twenty golfers
spent a day in August on the Dakota
Dunes Country Club Golf Course
to raise $10,500 to benefit local
community non-profit groups and
charitable organizations within the
NIPCO service territory. Northwest
Iowa Power Cooperative (NIPCO)
serves as Iowa Lakes Electric
Cooperative’s wholesale electric and
transmission service provider in
Cherokee County.
Your Cooperative participated
in the 19th annual NIPCO Midwest
Golf Invitational. The event brought
NIPCO and its member distribution
cooperatives, commercial and
industrial accounts and industry
partners together for a day of golf and
networking all for the benefit of good
causes in western Iowa.
NIPCO and its member
cooperatives, including Iowa Lakes
Electric Cooperative and several

national and regional business partners
sponsored the tournament. The money
raised from the event was returned to
your Cooperative and other NIPCO
member cooperatives to designate to
local non-profit service organizations
and charities of our choice.
Your Cooperative had the
opportunity to donate $1,500 to
Mid-Sioux Opportunity Inc. in
Cherokee, Iowa. “On behalf of MidSioux Opportunities, Inc., I would
like to thank you for your generous
donation,” said Nicole Mier, outreach
coordinator. The funds provided over
25 families with a ham or turkey and a
food basket that included all the fixings
for a Christmas meal.”
Over the past 19 years of the golf
tournament, NIPCO and its members
have raised over $379,500 to benefit
local charitable organizations in
western Iowa.

Mid-Sioux-Opportunities Donation
Amy Howard (l), communications specialist,
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, presents a check
for $1,500 to Nicole Mier (r), outreach coordinator,
Mid-Sioux Opportunity Inc. and Kayla Stubbe, intake
staff, Mid-Sioux Opportunity Inc.

WWW.ILEC.COOP
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2018 ANNUAL MEETING

MOMENTUM IS BUILDING CONFERENCE TO
PROMOTE ENERGY EFFICIENT HOME BUILDING
Your Cooperative will join
other Iowa Touchstone Energy
Cooperatives to sponsor the
annual “Momentum Is Building”
conference February 7-8, 2019 at
the Sheraton West Des Moines
hotel.
For more than 25 years,
Momentum Is Building has
offered up-to-date building
science information, practical
hands-on information and new
technology displays for building
trades professionals – including

homebuilders, electricians and
heating-plumbing contractors,
educators, students and others
involved in the construction/
retrofitting industries – along
with rural electric cooperative
personnel.
Topics and speakers will focus
on industry best practices and
new products and techniques
in the building industry, as
well as sessions on running a
better business in Iowa. Topics
include HERS ratings and energy

Free registration to approved instructors
and students in high school and community college building trades programs.
Visit momentumisbuilding.com.
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modeling, air-source heat pump
technology, smart home products,
solar and more. Several sessions
will offer CEUs, including up to
six electrical CEUs and up to six
CEUs in several HVAC discipline
areas.
Momentum Is Building also
includes a trade show where
attendees can visit with vendors
from a variety of companies and
see and learn about new products.
Iowa’s rural electric cooperatives
plan and sponsor the conference.
“Momentum is Building
offers a great opportunity for
local contractors to get the latest
information on the building
industry,” says Jason Thorson,
energy advisor, Iowa Lake Electric

Cooperative. “We are pleased to
help sponsor the conference and
invite professionals from our area
to attend along with our local
cooperative staff. It helps all of
us learn new tools to add to our
energy-efficiency programs.
“Again this year, we are
offering free registration to
approved instructors and students
in high school and community
college building trades programs.
Information can be found on the
Momentum Is Building website.”
For more information on
attending the conference, contact
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
at 800-225-4532 or visit www.
momentumisbuilding.com.

Educated
Directors are
More Effective
Leaders
At Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative,
we strongly believe that a more
informed and educated board is a more
effective and successful board. That is
why your Cooperative invests resources
in providing quality education and
training for your board of directors
so they are knowledgeable of issues
that affect the operations of your
Cooperative. Your board directors
play a crucial role in determining the
strategic direction and priorities at Iowa
Lakes Electric Cooperative. Investing
in valuable education and training for
board directors helps ensure that our
leaders make informed decisions that
will guide the cooperative to a successful
future as we power lives and empower
the communities we serve.

GARY ROUSE

ROGER WILLIAMSON

DANIEL WINTERHOF

Directors Achieve Certification
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative is
pleased to announce that in September
three directors received the board
certificate of educational achievements
from the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA).
Director Gary Rouse of Curlew
successfully completed the Board
Leadership Program. To earn the
NRECA Board Leadership Certificate,
a director must first earn NRECA’s
Credentialed Cooperative Director and
complete 10 credits in advanced, issueoriented courses.
Directors Roger Williamson,
Ruthven, and Daniel Winterhof,
Aurelia, both completed the NRECA
Credentialed Cooperative Director

program that requires attendance
and demonstration of understanding
the basic competencies contained
in five core courses: Director Duties
and Liabilities; Understanding the
Electric Business; Board Roles and
Relationships; Strategic Planning; and
Financial Decision Making.
Congratulations to directors Rouse,
Williamson and Winterhof for their
commitment to work through these
education programs to increase and
sharpen their knowledge of changes
in the electric utility business, new
governance skills and a working
knowledge of the cooperative principles
for the benefit of their member-owners.

Got bedrooms? Install carbon monoxide detectors
Any home with gas heat or other gas
appliances needs carbon monoxide detectors.
You can’t see or smell carbon monoxide,
which is a potential byproduct of burning fossil
fuels like natural gas, propane and kerosene.
Your home should have at least one carbon
monoxide detector to alert you of the presence
of gas.
FOLLOW THESE SAFETY GUIDELINES:
G The safest use of carbon monoxide detectors
is to install one outside of each bedroom. The
alarm that goes off in case of a gas leak can
alert your family to wake up and get out of
the house.

G Place your detectors a minimum of 15 feet
away from a gas stove or oven, which may
emit a small amount of carbon monoxide on
startup.
G Detectors don’t operate properly in humid
areas like the bathroom.
G Replace the batteries in your alarms twice
a year.
G Properly maintain your gas appliances,
including the furnace and stove. Same goes
for devices that use gasoline, like the lawn
mower.

G Know the warning signs of too much carbon
monoxide in the house: Stuffy, stale air;
condensation on windows; yellow burner
flames on the stove; and fluttering or
extinguishing pilot lights.
G If you see the signs or your alarm sounds,
turn off your gas appliances, open doors and
windows, and leave the house. Then call 911.
G If your garage is connected to your house,
avoid idling your car. Car exhaust is a source
of carbon monoxide.

WWW.ILEC.COOP
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FROM OUR MEMBER-OWNERS

Letters from Our
Member-Owners

Editor’s Note –
An Undelivered Thank You Note Resent
Once in a while incoming emails can get
lost, junked or blocked due to the various email
security software that is needed to protect our
computer systems. It seems as if the email below
fell victim to this protection and missed being
published in the ILEC News Fall 2018 newsletter.
This very kind and thoughtful email was resent on
Nov. 12 by Terry and Karen Murray and this time it
was delivered so we wanted to share it with you,
our member-owners.

The Co-op Board and
All the Staff,
Karen and I composed a letter
of thanks by email, for being
included in the Energy Trail
2018 trip. It evidently did not get
delivered as it did not appear
in the newsletter. We did learn
so much and met so many great
people. We are recommending it
to every ILEC customer we know.
Thank You,
Terry and Karen Murray
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n Thanks for all your help to make our Monte
Thompson Progressive Agriculture Safety Day a
big success!
n Thank you for the noon meal, gift and being the
recipient of the door prize. Thanks. Jeriene Sleper
n Thank you for recognizing the needs and valuing
the work being done by the caring staff at Buena
Vista Regional Medical Center. Your donation has
been designated for the 2018-19 Life Saver project
and is indeed a reflection of your values. Sincerely,
Brad Strader, Executive Director of the Foundation
n Thank you again for your support of Camp
Foster. We had a tremendous summer and thanks
to you, we’re able to assist many families to attend
camp. Josh
n Thank you for sharing your time and safety
expertise at the 2018 Emmet County Farm Safety
Day. We received great feedback from the students
and teachers saying they enjoyed the activities and
topics. The success of this day is because of the
time and energy you as the presenter provided.
Thank you for helping us make this event a success
and we hope to have you back next year. Sincerely,
Emmet County Farm Safety Day Planning
Committee
n Thank you so much for providing 4-H t-shirts
for the State Fair this year! I played a piano piece
in “Share the Fun” at the fair this year and I had a
lot of fun! Thanks again! Haley Berends
n We sincerely appreciate your donation toward
the Spencer Fine Arts Booster Annual Membership
Program. Your contribution will help Spencer FAB
achieve the mission to strengthen the substance
and quality of fine arts programs, assuring
Spencer students every opportunity to develop
their creative skills and to exercise their talents.
Sincerely, Spencer Fine Arts Boosters
n Thank you so much for being a sponsor at the
battle on the blue chips. Without great sponsors
like you we would not have the opportunity to
experience an awesome event like this. Thank you
so much! Carly Janssen
n When good hearts come together, great things
happen! With your donation, we were able to raise
over $40,000 for the American Cancer Society!
Thank you for joining hands with us to fight this
awful disease. We appreciate you! Relay For Life of
Dickinson County
n Thank you for the scholarships to Camp Foster. I
attended the last session of camp for the year and
had lots of fun! Arika Hammond
n Thank you for your donation to the St. Mary’s
Booster Club Annual Campaign. Proceeds from
the campaign support all of our athletic activities
from grade school thru high school. St. Mary’s
Booster Club

We love hearing from you!
n Thank you for buying my market sheep at the
Emmet County Fair. This money allows me to do
what I enjoy in 4-H. Thanks, Emily Regelstad
n Thank you for your generous donation towards
our Back to School program. Your support helps
this program continue. Sincerely, Deb Weir
n Thank you so very much for repairing our
security light so very quickly. It’s scary at night
when I have to walk the dog with so many coyotes
out there four legged and two legged. You are all
very much appreciated in our lives and feel like a
large family who care. Thank you again. David &
Cheryl Grethen
n Thank you for the donation this year and last
towards Buena Vista County Pheasants Forever
Chapter #135. It is because of generous companies
like yours that we are able to have success
and accomplish things on a local level for our
community. Thanks again, Ross Frederiksen, VicePresident, BV County Pheasants Forever Chapter
#135
n Thank you for your contribution to the 2018/2019
ELC Patrons of the Fine Arts membership fund
drive. Sincerely, Stacy Christensen, President
n Thank you for continuing to support the Lakes
Area Hockey Association and the Boji Bay Ice
Arena.
n Thank you so much for the $25 bill credit! It
made our day when we were notified our name
was drawn in Quiz Corner. Happy Thanksgiving,
Peggy & Paul Osterman
n Thanks are due to Chris Jones and the ILEC crew
for getting my upgrade finished in a very timely
manner! Thanks again, Bob McConnell
n Thank you for the notice of the $25 bill credit
from the Quiz Corner drawing. I enjoy reading
the Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative quarterly
publication and answering the questionnaire.
Again – Thank you, E. Joe Lundsgaard Ltd. & Janice
K. Lundsgaard
n On behalf of the Foundation, the College and
our students, I would like to express appreciation
for your most generous gift. Thanks for joining our
team to help our students succeed. Sincerely, Alison
Mason, Institutional Advancement Manager, Iowa
Lakes Community College
n Thank you for your gift for the Okoboji
Foundation’s Youth in Philanthropy program. Your
gift helps us teach the value of community giving.
Sincerely, Holly Jean Skopec, Executive Assistant
n On behalf of the Spencer Community School
Foundation, Spencer Schools and its students, we
would like to thank you for your gift to the 20182019 Spencer Community School Foundation “Gift
to Education” Annual Giving Program. Thank you
for making a difference for students. Sincerely,
Spencer Community School Foundation

SAFETY LESSONS
STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT ELECTRICAL SAFETY
Energy advisor Jason Thorson presented an electrical
safety demonstration during the BV County Extension
Kids Safety Day on September 20. He used Neon Leon to
illustrate the hazards of working and playing near power
lines to over 120 students.
Your Cooperative offers this youth electrical safety
presentation free of charge to students in elementary and
middle school. Please contact Bobbi Jo at 800-225-4532 for
more information.

Operation Round Up Thank You Messages
n We were so excited to see that we were a recipient of
a $4,000 grant. Senior and Lawmen Together (S.A.L.T.)
would like to thank you so much for your charitable
contribution to our organization. As a volunteer, we
are able to patrol the Dickinson County Trails every
year because of supporters like you. The money will be
put towards purchasing a more reliable ranger in the
future and any tires and up keep of our older vehicles.
In all things, give Thanks! Diana Donkersloot, S.A.L.T.
secretary/treasurer
n We would like to thank you for your generous donation
of $4,000 toward the purchase of a drone and expansion
pack for Emmet County. The drone that we plan to
purchase will greatly enhance emergency response in
our county. Thank you! Emmet County 1st Responders
Association
n Thank you so much for the recent grant of $3,000 to
put towards our material aid program. Elderbridge staff
are seeing an increase in homelessness, poverty and other
factors impacting the health of seniors and adults with
disabilities. Your gift will help fill gaps. Thank you again.
Sincerely, Tammie McCready
n Thank you for your gift of $2,000 as a Golf Cart
Sponsor for the 2018 Abben Cancer Center Golf Classic.

These funds will provide technologies and resources to
patients and families.
n On behalf of Faith, Hope & Charity and the
approximately 80 children and their families that receive
care, I want to thank you for your recent gift of $2,000 for
the Sensory Garden. With deepest gratitude, Jordan Kane,
Associate Director of Development
n A heartfelt thank you for granting the $1,000 to the
Ruthven Community Food Pantry. Your generosity has
allowed us to purchase an ample supply of meat for our
patrons. Additionally, we were able to purchase and put
together holiday baskets containing food items for a
complete traditional Thanksgiving meal for our patrons.
n We are very grateful to your organization and its
members for choosing us as a recipient of this grant
money. Please take comfort in knowing your efforts
were rewarded by those less fortunate to have a
Happy Thanksgiving. God Bless & Happy Holidays.
Sincerely, B.J., Food Pantry Manager
n Thank you for your very generous gift of $1,000. We
just purchased food with your gift. We purchased 8,975
pounds for $350.24, that’s great value. Thank you for your
support. Unity Lutheran Food Pantry

I was blessed to go to Washington
D.C. in the summer of 1970. It was a
great experience of good times, history
learning, meeting Congress persons and
wonderful friends. Emanuel Kraska of
Pocahontas was the electric cooperative
person I was interviewing with as
well as board members. Thank you for
continuing this program.
		
Maureen Reeves Horsley
It was interesting to read the
article about Myron Pingel and his
Washington, D.C. trip in 1958. I took
this wonderful trip in 1959 from the
Ida County Rural Electric Cooperative,
Ida Grove, Iowa.
		
Janice Steen Lundsgaard
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Reach Us
OFFICE HOURS:

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Mon- Fri)
Contact Iowa Lakes
24 hours/day, 7 days/ week
with the following toll-free
number:

702 South 1st St. | Estherville, IA 51334

General Phone:

(800) 225-4532 (24 hr.)
(Primary and Emergency)

Fax: (712) 362-2819
Visit Us Online:
www.ilec.coop

E-Mail: ilec@ilec.coop
Newsletter Editor:
Tresa Hussong

!

QUIZ CORNER
Winners: Raymond Dewey, Rolfe; Shirley Simon, Sioux Rapids;
Roberg Thilges, West Bend; Gary Pickhinke, Storm Lake

Send in your completed Quiz and Iowa Lakes will draw four lucky
members each quarter who will receive $25 credits towards
their electric bills. 		
1. Who will be the 2019 Annual Meeting Keynote Speaker?
______________________________________________
2. What business was honored with the Iowa Venture Award?
______________________________________________
3. What will your Cooperative and the City of Estherville be establishing on the land where our 140 kW solar array is located?
______________________________________________
4. Why is the annual wind production down on the Cooperative’s wind
farms compared to other years?________________________
______________________________________________
Name:________________________________________
Account Number:_________________________________

Buy, Sell, Swap
Ads are limited to 25 words or less. Please, no real estate, commercial business or competing product ads.
Iowa Lakes accepts no responsibility as to the accuracy
or condition of the items listed below. Iowa Lakes does
not warrant or express any opinion whatsoever as to the
fitness or usefulness of any item as listed by owner.
Email ads to amyh@ilec.coop or send in by mail.
For Sale: 8” ice auger, Tecumseh TC II, like new. 712332-5678
For Sale: Vintage trombone; $40. New 44 cal. black
powder revolver; $190. Black powder cannon 16 lbs.;
$200. Vintage cast iron school bell, 60 lbs.; $200. Unicycle; $65. Century wire feed welder, 85 amp; $100.
712-332-5448
For Sale: Allis tractor with fork lift. The tractor can
be purchased alone. This is a possible project for restoration. 712-426-2052

FREE

WOODEN
SPOOLS
Available on a
first come basis.
Call ILEC at
800-225-4532

IOWA ONE-CALL
AT 811 OR
(800) 292-8989
BEFORE YOU DIG

EASY WAYS TO
PAY YOUR BILL
SmartHub: Access through
www.ilec.coop or via the
SmartHub app to pay online
24/7.
Auto Bill Pay (ACH): Deduct
from your bank account.
Sign-up through SmartHub
or call 800-225-4532.
Pay Now: Access at
www.ilec.coop to pay
online 24/7.
Automated Phone System:
Call ILEC at 800-225-4532
and select option #3 to make
a payment 24/7.
CheckFreePay: Pay with
cash or debit card at: Hy-Vee:
Storm Lake, Walmart: Spencer,
Spirit Lake and Storm Lake
Outside Drop Box or Inside
Front Counter: Estherville
headquarters.
U.S. Postal Mail

