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Did you read our newsletter? 
Look carefully! Your number 

might be spelled out in one of 
our stories. We have selected 
two lucky winners for a $25 

bill credit! Spot your account 
number in our newsletter 

and call us! 
(Ex. Account 4321 is written 

four three two one.) 

Members must contact 
HCREC by November 30th in 
order to be eligible to claim 

this credit. 

Questions? 
Contact Tara Ganzhorn 

(712.647.2727)

Calling all High School Seniors and College Freshmen! 
Children and dependents of members of Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative are 
eligible to apply for a $1,000 scholarship to be provided by Basin Electric Power Coop-
erative, the wholesale power supplier to Harrison County REC.

The scholarship program is designed to encourage and recognize the achievements 
of a student living on electric cooperative lines. The scholarship must be used for 
educational costs and the student must enter any form of post secondary education 
in the fall of the school year for which the scholarship is given. The applicant must be 
a student who is enrolled or planning to enroll in a full-time graduate or undergraduate 
course of study at an accredited college or university or vocational/technical school. 
Account number five two five eight zero zero zero one four.

This scholarship is awarded without regard to other awards, loans or financial assis-
tance the applicant may have obtained. Award of the scholarship is based on the fol-
lowing criteria: SAT/ACT scores, grade point average, work experience, participation 
in school and community activities, a statement by the student explaining his/
her educational and career goals and a written recommendation by a third 
party. 

All student application materials must be returned to HCREC by end of 
business day on Monday, February 15th. 

Students interested in applying can request an application by 
e-mailing harrisoninfo@hcrec.coop!

Plug into the Power of

Don’t receive Smart Choices? 
Subscribe by scanning the QR code with
your mobile device or visit our website: 
www.hcrec.coop/smart-choices-sign-up

Each month Harrison County REC hides a code in our Smart Choices 
news stories. Find the code below in the Smart Choices article, 
complete the prize entry registration form and submit for a chance to 
win! We are giving away two, one-time, $10 bill credits in January. 

147921JAN

Energy Effi ciency
Tip of the Month
Replace standard power strips with 
advanced power strips to save 
energy. Advanced power strips look 
like ordinary power strips, but they 
have built-in features that are designed 
to reduce the amount of energy used 
by standby electronics that consume 
energy even when they’re not in use 
(also known as phantom load). 

The National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL) estimates that the 
average home loses $200 annually to 
energy wasted by phantom load. 

Source: www.nrel.gov

2021 ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
CALENDAR 
There are so many ways you can save energy! Saving 
energy helps reduce your family’s monthly bills – and 
it helps our environment. Change your energy use 
habits by following the monthly tips below. Account 
number three one two seven zero zero nine one zero. 
Keep this calendar on your refrigerator to remind family
members to be energy effi cient throughout the year. 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Ask an adult to 
help you schedule a 
reminder to change 
the A/C � lter every 
60-90 days.

Decorate your 
backyard or 
porch with solar-
powered lights.

Turn o�  running 
water while 
brushing your 
teeth.

Remind family 
members to use 
cold water when 
washing clothes.

Decorate your 
home with energy-
saving LED 
holiday lights.

Take short 
showers instead 
of baths.

Dry heavy linens 
outside on a 
clothesline instead 
of using the dryer.

Turn o�  ceiling 
fans when you 
leave room.

Ask an adult to 
help you plant a 
tree to help shade 
your home in the 
summer.

Instead of turning 
up the heat, put on 
an extra layer of 
clothing or stay cozy 
under a blanket.

Unplug energy 
vampires, like 
chargers, gaming 
consoles and cable/
satellite boxes. 

Turn o�  lights 
when you leave 
a room.

Electric cooperatives maintain more miles of power lines per consumer than other types of 
electric utilities. Even though they serve fewer consumers and acquire less revenue, electric 
co-ops always go the extra mile to power the communities they serve.

Going the Extra Mile

Other 
Electric 
Utilities

Electric 
Co-ops

Consumers served per mile: 32
Revenue: $79,000

Consumers served per mile: 8
Revenue: $19,000

Sources: EIA, 2017 data. Includes revenue 
and consumer averages per mile of line.

1 mile of power lines
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Baby, it’s cold outside! When you’re feeling chilly at home, there are 
several budget-friendly ways you can keep comfortable without turning 
up the thermostat. 
Here are five easy ways to stay cozy this winter. 
1. Whether you’re experiencing extremely cold winter temps or you 
simply “run cold,” an electric blanket can deliver quick warmth like a 
regular throw or blanket cannot. Electric blankets can include a variety 
of features, like timers and dual temperature settings (if your cuddle 
buddy prefers less heat). This winter, consider an electric blanket 
instead of turning up the heat, and your energy bill will thank you. 

Account number five two five eight zero zero zero one four.
2. One of the easiest ways to stay cozy at home is to keep your feet 
warm. Our feet play a critical role in regulating body temperature, so 
when your feet are warm, your body automatically feels warmer. Try 
a pair of comfortable wool socks or house slippers to stay toasty. 
3. On winter days when the sun is shining, take advantage and harness 
natural warmth from sunlight. Open all curtains, drapes and blinds in 
your home to let the sunshine in––you’ll be able to feel the difference. 
4. Another way to make your home cozier is to use a humidifier. Cold 
air doesn’t hold water vapor like warm air, so by adding humidity inside 
your home, you can feel a little warmer. A favorable level of humidity 
inside your home can also help clear sinuses, soften skin and improve sleep. 
5. Beyond adding visual appeal to your home, area rugs can also provide extra insulation and a warm surface for your 
feet on cold winter days. Use large area rugs in rooms where you spend the most time. You’ll enjoy the new colors 
and textures of the rug, and the additional warmth will help keep your home comfortable. 
These are just a few ways you can stay cozy this winter without turning up the thermostat. Don’t forget the hot chocolate! 

Five Ways to Stay Cozy this Winter!
BY ABBY BERRY, NATIONAL RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

Iowa’s rural electric cooperatives commitment goes 
far beyond ensuring safe, reliable, affordable, and 
environmentally responsible energy. They actively create 
strategic partnerships and provide technical and financial 
assistance to support business growth and community 
vitality. Annually, the Iowa Area Development Group (IADG) 
presents Impact Awards to utility partners who have been 
involved in significant economic development initiatives. 
During their recent Board Meeting, the Cooperative was 
recognized for its economic development accomplishments 
and commitment to the communities it serves.

Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) was 
presented with an IADG Impact Award for business 

development. Recent examples of project support include lending assistance from their Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) 
to Duncan’s Poultry for their new fully State-inspected facility in Missouri Valley. The expansion allowed them to 
expand services to local growers and expand their sales to surrounding states. Harrison County REC also supported 
Continental Carbonic Products, Inc. for their new 35,000 sq. ft. manufacturing facility near Denison. Synergies with 
adjacent Anderson Ethanol Plant allow the facility to manufacture and distribute dry ice, a solid form of carbon 
dioxide, as a coproduct from the ethanol plant. Finally, Harrison County REC remains an active connector between 
Lincoln Premium Poultry and growers needed to supply chickens for their operation and, ultimately, COSTCO. 
Account number three one two seven zero zero nine one zero.

“We commend Harrison County REC for being an active 
supporter of business and community development in the 
territory they serve,” said IADG President Rand Fisher. “They 
provide essential financial and technical assistance that 
many times are critical components in successfully securing 
projects that create jobs and support community vitality.”

This is the third consecutive year that Harrison County REC 
has been recognized for its economic development effots 
from IADG. Dave Stevens, HCREC Director of Operations 
and Economic Development states, ”Harrison County REC is 
blessed with a wonderful service territory that we get to go to work for. I am so appreciative of our management 
team, board of directors, employees, and members for their support and effort involved in all of our economic 
development projects. We’re proud to provide growth and opportunity to those we serve and determined to continue 
providing a bright future for western Iowa.”

Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative Recognized with Economic Development
 Impact Award

ATTENTION MEMBERS: Have you cashed your patronage check? 
If you were a member in 2009 and/or 2010, you should have received a patronage check. These checks represent earnings 
from members in 2009 and 2010 for a total retirement of $721,870.85. The board approved this patronage retirement in an 
effort to help our membership during this time of economic, health and safety challenges we are all facing today. These 

checks expire on January 31st, 2021 and we encourage members to cash them as soon as they are able to.
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