
President Trump’s Trade War: 
White House Announces $12 
Billion in Aid to Farmers
 
O N  J U LY  2 4 ,  the Trump 
administration announced it 
would offer up to $12 billion in 
emergency funding to farmers 
caught in President Donald 
Trump’s escalating trade war with 
countries around the world. 

To make international trade 
more fair to the United States, 
President Trump has imposed 
tariffs on billions of dollars worth 
of goods from other countries, 
including some of the United 
States’ trading partners. Some of 
those countries have responded 
with retaliatory tariffs. These new 
tariffs have hurt farmers’ bottom 
lines.

Some Republicans criticized the 
administration’s aid package, 
saying the president should back 
off his trade war and help farmers 
regain more access to foreign 
markets, rather than offering 
them government payments.

“If tariffs punish farmers, the 
answer is not welfare for farmers,” 
tweeted Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY). 
“The answer is remove the tariffs.”

In a series of tweets, Trump 
responded to his critics, saying 
that having “people snipping 
at your heels” complicated 

negotiations and urged everyone 
to “be cool.” He also tweeted, “Are 
we just going to continue and 
let our farmers and country get 
ripped off?”

FAITH in Congress Act Introduced 
in House of Representatives
 
O N  M AY  2 3 ,  Rep. Stephanie 
Murphy (D-FL) and Rep. Brian 
Fitzpatrick (R-PA) introduced 
bipartisan legislation to hold 
members of Congress accountable 
to the American people.  

H.R. 5946, the Fostering 
Accountability, Integrity, Trust, 
and Honor (FAITH) in Congress 
Act, would end certain special 
perks reserved for lawmakers, 
enact a lifetime ban preventing 
former members of Congress 
from becoming lobbyists, and 
withhold legislators’ paychecks if 
they fail to pass a budget on time. 

“Members of Congress should be 
working for the people who sent 
them there, not lining their own 
pockets or refusing to do their 
jobs,” Rep. Murphy said. “My bill 
would hold members of Congress 
accountable to the American 
people by reducing the power of 
of special interests, promoting 
bipartisanship, rolling back 
congressional perks, and forcing 
them to do their jobs or they don’t 
get paid.”

Legislative Updates

THIS MONTH:

Should the Senate vote to 
confirm Brett Kavanaugh to 
the Supreme Court?
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T H E  S T U D E N T

E Q U I P P I N G  T E AC H E R S  W I T H  C I V I C S  R E S O U R C E S  TO  E M P O W E R  T H E  C I T I Z E N S  O F  TO M O R R O W

“Judge Kavanaugh has 
impeccable credentials, 
unsurpassed 
qualifications, and a 
proven commitment to 
equal justice under the 
law.”

P R E S I D E N T  D O N A L D 

J .  T RU M P
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THE GREAT HALL of the U.S. Supreme 
Court Building is a grand corridor that 
features statues of all former Chief 
Justices set in niches and on marble 
pedestals along the side walls. The 
Supreme Court is the highest tribunal in 
the nation for all cases and controversies 
arising under the Constitution or the laws 
of the United States. Few other courts 
in the world have the same authority of 
constitutional interpretation and none 
have exercised it for as long or with as 
much influence.

T H E  I S S U E :  On July 9, President 
Donald Trump nominated Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme 
Court to fill the vacancy created 
by Justice Anthony Kennedy’s 
retirement. As a conservative, 
right-leaning nominee, Kavanaugh 
faces a fight from left-leaning 
Senate Democrats. Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation hearing is scheduled 
to begin Sept. 4.

Republicans currently have a 
thin margin of victory with only 
50 votes because Sen. John 
McCain (R-AZ) is out indefinitely; 
Democrats have 49 votes. This 
means the Democrats need just 
one Republican to flip. 

T H E  B AC K  S TO R Y:  The 
Supreme Court is the highest court 
in the United States and acts as 
the judicial branch of the federal 
government. By deciding specific 
legal cases and reviewing lower-
court decisions, the Supreme Court 
interprets the U.S. Constitution, 
applying it to modern-day issues. 

The Supreme Court has the power 
of judicial review, meaning it can 
declare laws unconstitutional 
and thus invalid. Thus, a Supreme 
Court decision has great 
importance. Once it decides a 
constitutional question, all other 
courts throughout the United 
States are required to follow the 
decision in similar cases. 

T H E  C O N T R OV E R S Y:  Both 
Democrats and Republicans 
know that confirming Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh would push the nine-
member Supreme Court to the 

right, cementing a conservative 
majority in the court and shaping 
American laws for decades to 
come.

Many Democrats fear that if 
Kavanaugh is confirmed, the 
Supreme Court would overturn 
Roe v. Wade, the landmark 
abortion-rights court decision 
that divided much of the U.S. into 
“pro-choice” and “pro-life” camps. 
Because Judge Kennedy was a 
swing-vote in favor of abortion 
rights, replacing him with a very 
conservative judge could result in 
the Supreme Court’s overturning 
of the Roe v. Wade decision.

T H O S E  F O R  confirming Brett 
Kavanaugh as a Supreme Court 
justice say he has served as a judge 
on the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia Circuit 
since 2006 and in the George 
W. Bush administration. He is a 
graduate of Yale Law School and 
clerked on the Supreme Court. 
Also, he is fair. “He’s a mainstream 
judge,” said Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-
IA) of Kavanaugh. “He has a record 
of judicial independence and 
applying the law as it is written.”

T H O S E  AG A I N S T  confirming 
Kavanaugh say he leans too far 
right rather than the moderate 
middle. From gun control to birth 
control, environmental protection 
to voting rights, Kavanaugh has 
been a reliable conservative vote. 
Abortion rights are in jeopardy 
for women in the U.S. President 
Trump screened Supreme Court 
applicants with overturning Roe v. 
Wade in mind. There is little doubt 
where Kavanaugh stands. 
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Supreme CourtIssue 1
Should the Senate vote to confirm Brett 
Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court?1

S E N .  C H R I S 

M U R P H Y  ( D - C T )

“I will vote against Judge 
Kavanaugh and work 
hard to tell the country 
what kind of damage 
he will do if confirmed. 
There is a fight coming, 
and I’m ready for it.” 
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prevalence of bullying in schools 
across the nation, states and 
municipalities are introducing 
anti-bullying legislation and 
policies. 

Earlier this year, Pennsylvania 
State Rep. Frank Burns (D-72nd 
District), introduced legislation 
in the Pennsylvania General 
Assembly that would have parents 
paying fines if their child bullies 
other kids at school.  
 
“When it’s not addressed, bullying 
can escalate quickly from taunts 
and hurtful online posts to 
physical assaults and — in worst 
cases — suicide,” State Rep. Burns 
said. “My legislation would hold 
bullies’ parents accountable for 
tormenting other kids, including 
a fine of up to $500 for a third 
offense — and if they still don’t 
get the message, $750 for each 
subsequent bullying offense.” 
 
Although the Pennsylvania anti-
bullying bill was referred to a 
committee in the State House, it 
got widespread media attention 
locally, nationally and even 
internationally. The proposed 
legislation sparked debate on 
bullying laws in other states and 
localities across the nation.

 
T H E  C O N T R OV E R S Y:  The 
Pennsylvania anti-bullying 
legislation that would fine parents 
if their child is caught bullying 
is not the first of its kind. Anti-
bullying legislation has emerged as 
a trend over the last few years. 

Several cities have passed laws 
similar to the Pennsylvania bill 
that fines parents for their child’s 
bullying, starting with Monona, 
Wisconsin, in 2013. In October 
2017, a law went into effect in 
North Tonawanda, New York, that 
fines parents $250 if their child is 
caught bullying. 

 
Opponents say punishing 
parents for their children’s 
bullying behavior will only make 
things worse. Bullying cannot 
be punished away. Instead, the 
focus should be on prevention.
Proponents say it is better to take 
action than do nothing to stop 
bullying.

T H O S E  F O R  fining parents if 
their children bully point out that 
bullying is often under-reported 
and goes unaddressed in schools. 
If parents did have to pay fines, it 
might help stop bullying. Holding 
parents accountable for their 
child’s actions can help put an end 
to this epidemic. 

T H O S E  AG A I N S T  fining 
parents for their child’s bullying 
argue that the definition of 
bullying varies from state to state 
and isn’t consistent. Further, 
minority students could be 
unfairly targeted by such laws. 
Studies also show that students 
who bully tend to come from 
abusive homes. Thus, to fine these 
parents would actually make the 
situation worse.
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ACCORDING TO STOPBULLYING.GOV,  
a website managed by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, there is no federal law that 
directly addresses bullying. However, 
state and local lawmakers have taken 
action to prevent bullying and protect 
children. Every state had passed laws 
and/or policies on bullying. The most 
common type of bullying is verbal. 
Physical bullying happens less often.

Issue 2 Bullying Laws Should parents be fined if their children 
bully?1

PA  S TAT E  R E P.  F R A N K 

B U R N S  ( D - 7 2 N D)

“If holding parents 
accountable is 
what it takes to reel 
in their kids’ bad 
behavior, then let’s 
do it.”
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1. Inscribed above the 16 marble columns of the 

U.S. Supreme Court Building’s front entrance are 
the words_______________________.

a)  Guardians of the Constitution

b)  Equal Justice Under Law

c)   Iura Novit Curia (The Court Knows the Law)

2. The number of justices who sit on the Supreme 
Court is determined by Congress and is 
currently set at eight Associate Justices and one 
Chief Justice.

 a)  True

 b)  False

3. Who was the first female Supreme Court justice?

 a)  Sandra Day O’Connor

 b)  Ruth Bader Ginsburg

 c)  Elena Kagan

 d)  Sonia Sotomayor

4. In April 2017, the Republican-led Senate 
lowered the number of votes needed to end 
debate on Supreme Court nominations to 51 
instead of 60. This is commonly called what?

 a)  Quorum call

 b)  Filibuster

 c)  Nuclear option

5. Which of the following Supreme Court nominees 
was either rejected by the Senate or withdrew 
their candidacy?

 a)  Robert Bork

 b)  Clarence Thomas

 c)  Harriet Miers

 d)  Both A and C

Like Us:
facebook.com/sgapvoice

Follow Us: @sgapvoice
twitter.com/sgapvoice

SGAP Social

Supreme Court Bullying Laws
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1. The definition of bullying recognized by the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention includes 
which of the following characteristics? 

a)  Intentional aggression

b)  Power imbalance between aggressor and victim

c)  Repetition of the aggression

d)  All of the above

2. What  type of bullying is the most common form of 
bullying?

a)  Physical

b)  Verbal

c)  Cyber

d)  Sexual

3. How do you recognize someone who bullies?

a)  Size

b)  Gender

c)  Behavior

d)  Age

4. Who are young people most likely to report bullying 
to?

a)  Teacher

b)  Friend

c)  Family member

d)  Boyfriend or girlfriend

5. Boys are primarily bullied by boys and girls are 
primarily bullied by girls.

a)  True

b)  False
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“Like so many other well-
intentioned anti-bullying 
initiatives, this one is bound to 
cause more harm than good, 

resulting in intensified hostilities. That’s because the 
more intensively we fight bullying, the more intense 
the bullying problem becomes. The leaders of the 
anti-bullying movement have been blaming schools 
for the bullying among students. School anti-bullying 
laws have been passed in every state that make it 
easier for parents to sue schools for failing to stop 
their children from being bullied. These laws haven’t 
succeeded in solving the bullying problem. So the 
next logical move is for school administrators to 
blame the parents.”

Y E S :  S TAT E  R E P.  F R A N K 

B U R N S  ( D - 7 2 N D)  

Pennsylvania House Of 
Representatives 

“Parental accountability is 
a big factor in bullying. A lot 
of parents refuse to believe 
that their son or daughter 

is bullying people. They want to believe that 
their kid is great and would not do such a thing. 
Holding students, parents and officials at all levels 
accountable is the only way to put an end to this 
scourge. If holding parents accountable is what it 
takes to reel in their kids’ bad behavior, then let’s 
do it. The advent of cyber-bullying making this 
problem even more pervasive, we can’t afford to sit 
back and do nothing. No student should ever have 
to go to school in fear or shame.”

N O :  I Z Z Y  K A L M A N 

School Psychologist, Creator of 
Bullies2Buddies.com & Critic of 
Anti-Bullying Movement  

1Issue Supreme Court1 Should the Senate vote to confirm Brett 
Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court?

3

1Issue Bullying Laws2 Should parents be fined if their children 
bully?                  

N O :  S E N .  K A M A L A 

H A R R I S  ( D - C A )

“During the 2016 presidential 
campaign, President Trump 
made clear that he had a 
litmus test for Supreme Court 
Justices — overturn Roe v. 

Wade and oppose a woman’s constitutionally pro-
tected right to make her own health care decisions. 
The President then released a list of nominees 
created by the highly conservative Federalist Society 
and Heritage Foundation, who had been vetted 
to meet that litmus test. Judge Kavanaugh has 
consistently proven to be a conservative ideologue 
instead of a mainstream jurist … If you are a young 
woman in America or you care about a young woman 
in America, pay attention to this. Because it will 
forever change your life.”

“Since the president 
nominated Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh to serve as an 
Associate Justice on the 
Supreme Court, already praise 

has poured in for his legal abilities, professional 
accomplishments, and personal character. Some of 
the most interesting testimony has come from the 
men and women who may know better than anyone 
how Judge Kavanaugh approaches his work — his 
law clerks. Thirty-four of his past clerks sent an open 
letter to Chairman Grassley and Senator Feinstein. 
Quote: ‘Our ranks include Republicans, Democrats, 
and Independents [the letter read]. But we are 
united in this: our admiration and fondness for Judge 
Kavanaugh run deep.’”

Y E S :  S E N .  M I TC H 

M C C O N N E L L  ( R - K Y )  

Senate Majority Leader

www.sgap.org
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Nationwide Student Voting Results from the Last SGAP Newsletter

1) Does the CLOUD Act strengthen digital privacy protections for 
Americans? 

Yes No Undecided

33% 50% 17%

1) Should the Senate vote to confirm Brett 
Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court?  
 
____Yes             ____No                ____Undecided 
 
2) Should parents be fined if their children bully?                            
 
 
____Yes             ____No                ____Undecided

Dear Member of Congress:

I am a student receiving information from the Student Governmental Affairs Program. Here are my 
opinions on these issues. I would greatly appreciate any response you might like to share. 

Comments:

School Name Student  Name 

School Address 

Comments:

Yes: [No comments.]

No: [No. comments.]

Yes: “Trade with China has been unfair for a long time.” 

No: “No, it will just hurt trade relations and result in retaliation, which 
will result in a net loss for the U.S. economy.”

36% 48% 16%2) Will imposing tariffs on China help the U.S.?                          
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This ballot was prepared by the Student Governmental Affairs Program (SGAP), a nonprofit, nonpartisan student civics 
program, located at:  2435 N. Central Expressway, Suite 300, Richardson, TX 75080 | Phone: 1-800-806-7427 |  
Email: civics@sgap.org  | Website: www.sgap.org 

Vote Students: Please give this ballot to your teacher to send to your lawmakers in Congress.

www.sgap.org4


