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“We all want to see
families work their way
toward the American
dream, but we’re not
going to be able to do
that by the federal
government setting
wages for businesses
across the country.”
SEN. JOHN CORNYN
( R -T X )

Legislative Updates
Congress Is Likely to Support New
Regulations on Social Media

California Passes Toughest Net
Neutrality Law In the Nation

O N S E P T. 1 3 , Sen. Mark
Warner (D-VA), co-chair of the
Senate Intelligence Committee,
said a bipartisan majority in
Congress will likely back new
regulations for social media,
though such legislation might take
time to come together.

O N AU G . 3 1 , California
lawmakers passed the nation’s
toughest net neutrality law to
prevent internet providers from
blocking, slowing or favoring
certain websites. It would bar
providers from collecting new
fees from apps and sites as a
condition of reaching internet
users.

After the scandal created by
the revelations that Cambridge
Analytica misused the personal
information of 87 million
Facebook users, lawmakers are
now considering ways to rein in
the unbridled power of social
media companies.
Lawmakers of both parties have
been highly critical of social
media companies’ voluntary
efforts to rein in fake information
and other problems. Democrats
want to avoid a repeat of Russian
use of social media accounts to
meddle in the 2016 election, while
Republicans accuse the platforms
of discriminating against
conservative points of view.

THIS MONTH:
Should Congress raise the
federal minimum wage?

O C TO B E R 2 0 1 8

“Congress is going to have to
take action here,” said Sen. Mark
Warner (D-VA). “The era of the
Wild West in social media is
coming to an end. Where we go
from here is an open question.”

www.sgap.org

“This is basic consumer
protections, protecting small and
midsize businesses, protecting
activists and labor unions
and anyone else who uses the
internet,” said state Sen. Scott
Wiener, the bill’s sponsor.
The legislation has set up a fight
with regulators at the Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC) who voted to erase such
rules last year. If Gov. Jerry Brown
signs the bill into law, California
will become the powerhouse in a
growing group of states at odds
with the FCC in a clash that could
end up before the Supreme Court.
FCC Chairman Ajit Pai has said
California’s efforts to impose
tougher net neutrality rules are
“illegal” and only the federal
government has the authority to
regulate interstate services like
the internet.
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Should Congress raise the federal minimum
wage?

FORUM

T H E I S S U E : The minimum wage

“No one working
debate continues as a growing
number of states and localities
full-time should
raise their minimum wage. On
live inStudent
poverty,
and Affairs Program
Governmental
VolumeRepublican-led
19
Number 1
Sept. 5, Michigan’s
state legislature approved raising
we can’t build a
the state’s minimum wage to $12
strong economy
an hour and requiring employers
to pay sick leave to workers. The
on the backs of
minimum wage in San Francisco
impoverished
increased to $15 an hour as
of July 1, 2018. Other states
workers.”
S E N . PAT T Y M U R R AY
( D - WA )

such as Arkansas and Missouri
are including a minimum wage
initiative on their November ballot.
Congress sets the standard for the
federal minimum wage, which is
now $7.25 an hour. An employee
who works 40 hours a week and
is paid $7.25 an hour earns only
$15,080 a year. This income is so
low that people working these jobs
often work multiple jobs and/or
rely on welfare. This is why some
lawmakers advocate for raising the
federal minimum wage.

THE FEDERAL MINIMUM WAGE of
$7.25 an hour has not been raised since
2009. As a result of this lack of action
at the federal level, many states and
localities have raised their own minimum
wages. There are 29 states and D.C. that
have a minimum wage higher than the
federal minimum wage and 42 localities
have adopted minimum wages above
their state minimum wage. Seattle’s
$15 minimum wage is the highest in the
U.S. and more than double the federal
minimum wage of $7.25 an hour.
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Others point out that if businesses
are forced to pay workers more,
people will lose their jobs or have
their hours cut, and consumer
prices will rise. Indeed, fastfood chain McDonald’s recently
announced it will implement selfservice ordering kiosks at all U.S.
locations by 2020, thus eliminating
those jobs.
T H E C O N T R OV E R S Y: Those
who support a minimum-wage
increase argue that when
businesses are forced to pay a
higher rate to workers on the
lowest wages, those workers
will earn more and spend
more, bolstering the economy.

www.sgap.org
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Opponents of the minimum
wage point out that increasing
it will actually hurt low-wage
workers: when labor becomes
August
2013 Issuebusinesses will
more
expensive,
purchase less of it. If minimum
wages go up, some workers will
lose their jobs and others will lose
hours in jobs they already have.
Generally, Democrats favor raising
the federal minimum wage while
Republicans do not.
T H O S E F O R raising the federal
minimum wage argue that
without a consistent cost-ofliving adjustment to the minimum
wage, its value has declined over
time due to inflation. Because
the minimum wage is so low,
some workers can’t afford to feed
their families and must rely on
government-sponsored programs.
If workers earn more money this
will translate into fewer people
needing government assistance
and more people with money to
spend, which will boost profits.
T H O S E AG A I N S T raising the
federal minimum wage argue
that in a capitalist system the
government should not intervene
with decisions best left to states.
Interfering in free-market
dynamics will affect companies’
ability to hire and pay workers,
which will result in a loss of jobs
and harm to the economy. Raising
the minimum wage will hurt small
businesses and squeeze their
profit margins. It will also lead to
inflation, encourage employers to
downsize their staff and increase
the cost of goods to workers.
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Should the U.S. weaken its fuel-efficiency
standards for cars?
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1

T H E I S S U E : On Aug. 2,
the Trump administration’s
“Unless the Obama
Environmental Protection
administration’s
Agency (EPA) proposed new
Student Governmental Affairs Program
Volume 19
Number 1
rules that would significantly
punishing standards
weaken emissions standards for
are changed,
cars and challenge the right of
states like California to set more
consumer choice will
stringent standards. Advocates
be limited and the
for the environment criticized
the proposal, saying that more
cost of vehicles will
fuel-efficient vehicles are needed
skyrocket.”
to combat the effects of climate
change.
SEN. JOHN
BARRASSO (R-WY)

Under the Obama administration,
EPA called for the fuel economy
standards to get increasingly
stricter through the years. But the
new rules proposed by Trump’s
EPA would roll back the stricter
emissions standards by freezing
them at their 2020 levels for six
years.

GASOLINE AND DIESEL used for
transportation was the second largest
source of carbon dioxide emissions in
2016. Under the Obama administration,
automakers were required to reach an
average fuel economy for all cars and
light trucks of 51.4 miles per gallon by
2025. The Trump administration has
instead proposed to freeze that figure at
its 2020 level of 36.9 miles per gallon.
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“We are delivering on President
Trump’s promise to the American
public that his administration
would address and fix the current
fuel economy and greenhouse gas
emissions standards,” said EPA
Acting Administrator Andrew
Wheeler. “Our proposal aims
to strike the right regulatory
balance based on the most recent
information and create a 50-state
solution that will enable more
Americans to afford newer, safer
vehicles that pollute less.”
In response to the Trump
administration’s proposed new
rules, Democrats sounded the
alarm. “As our nation grapples with
the urgent challenge of climate
change, this proposal is sheer

www.sgap.org
www.sgap.org

recklessness,” said Rep. Doris
Okada Matsui (D-CA). “This is a
disturbingly consistent pattern
in the Trump administration —
August 2013 Issue
putting corporate polluter profits
ahead of public health,” said Sen.
Tom Udall (D-NM).
T H E C O N T R OV E R S Y: The
Trump Administration says
freezing miles-per-gallon
standards for cars and light trucks
after the 2020 model year will
keep prices lower for consumers
and improve safety.
However, environmentalists
warn that weakening emissions
standards and clean air
regulations will increase the
amount of greenhouse gases that
contribute to global warming and
climage change.
T H O S E F O R weakening
emissions standards for new cars
by freezing them at 2020 levels
say the fuel-efficiency mandate is
one of the main causes of rapidly
rising vehicle prices. Keeping
standards the same will make
new cars more affordable for
Americans and also allow many of
them to buy bigger and thus safer
new cars.
T H O S E AG A I N S T weakening
emissions standards say it will
undermine efforts to combat
global warming, create regulatory
and manufacturing uncertainty
for the automobile industry, and
result in unnecessary litigation. It
would also increase the amount of
gasoline consumers would have to
buy.
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Minimum Wage
1.

Fuel-Efficiency Standards

The federal minimum wage for tipped workers is
Affairs
Program
____Student
an hourGovernmental
and hasn’t been
raised
since 1991.

1.
Volume 19

a) $2.13
b) $4.02
c) $5.45
2.

a) 5% more
b) 15% more
c) 25% more

Who was the first female secretary of labor
appointed to a presidential cabinet?

2.

a) Eleanor Roosevelt
b) Frances Perkins
c) Jeannette Rankin
3.

In 2017, workers in which country clocked
the most hours per week, according to the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development?

3.

What is the name of the regulations that were
enacted by Congress in 1975 to improve the average
fuel economy of new cars and light trucks in the U.S.?
a) Clean Power Plan (CPP)
b) Affordable Clean Energy (ACE) Rule
c) Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE)

What is the average number of hours worked
per week by workers in Germany?

4.

a) 26 hours a week
b) 33 hours a week
c) 40 hours a week
5.

Per the EPA, a typical passenger vehicle emits _____
tons of carbon dioxide a year, assuming the vehicle
has a fuel economy of 22 miles per gallon and drives
11,500 miles a year.
a) 4.6 metric tons
b) 7.5 metric tons
c) 10.2 metric tons

a) Costa Rica
b) South Korea
c) Mexico
4.

According to the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA),
diesel
creates
Number
1 gasoline
August
2013 about
Issue ___% more
carbon dioxide per gallon than regular unleaded.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
although workers under age 25 represented
only about one-fifth of hourly paid workers, they
made up about half of those paid the federal
minimum wage or less in 2016.

a) True
b) False
5.

Who is the lead sponsor of the Clean and Efficient
Cars Act of 2018?
a) Sen. Kamala Harris
b) Rep. Carolos Curbelo
c) Rep. Doris Okada Matsui

a) True
b) False

This newsletter is a publication of the
Student Governmental Affairs Program
(SGAP), a nonprofit organization located at:

California is the only state permitted to issue
emissions standards under the federal Clean Air
Act. Other states may choose to follow California’s
standards, but may not set their own.

SGAP Social

2435 N. Central Expressway, Suite 300
Richardson, TX 75080 | civics@sgap.org |
www.sgap.org

www.sgap.org
www.sgap.org

Like Us:
facebook.com/sgapvoice
Follow Us: @sgapvoice
twitter.com/sgapvoice
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Y E S : R E P. JAC K Y

NO: SEN. MIKE ENZI

ROSEN (D-NV)

(R-WY)
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“The federal minimum wage
hasn’t been raised for nearly a
decade, and it’s long past time
to raise it to ensure Americans
working full-time aren’t living
in poverty. Senator [Dean] Heller’s belief that the
federal minimum wage should be abolished is yet
another striking example of him siding with President
Trump over hardworking families. As Nevada’s
next Senator, I’ll have the backbone to stand up to
President Trump’s anti-worker agenda and will keep
fighting to help hardworking Nevada families make
ends meet. We’re fighting for dignity and decency for
everyone in our community. A higher wage is vital
for helping raise people out of poverty, particularly
women and people of color.”

Issue

2

Should Congress raise the federal minimum
wage?

Fuel Standards
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“It appears that those in
favor of the minimum wage
fail to understand that
‘working families’ are not
only those that are employed
by businesses, they are also those who own the
businesses. By increasing the minimum wage,
Congress would shut the employment door on
the very individuals they are trying to help. Small
businesses are the driver of our economy. The
simple fact is that an increase in the minimum wage
is of no benefit to a worker without a job, or a job
seeker without a prospect. Just raising [wages] with
a federal mandate, one-size-fits-all for the United
States, does not work. The problem is it will raise
everyone’s wages.”

Should the U.S. weaken its fuel-efficiency
standards for cars?

YES: SEN. JOHN

NO: SEN. THOMAS

BARRASSO (R-WY)

CARPER (D-DE)

“I applaud the Trump
administration for proposing
new standards for cars and
trucks. Unless the Obama
administration’s punishing standards are changed,
consumer choice will be limited and the cost of
vehicles will skyrocket. When setting standards,
Washington must consider what is best for the
whole country. The previous administration
ignored that concern. Americans shouldn’t be
denied the ability to purchase a car or truck that
meets their needs. The standards must allow
people to buy the vehicles they require, at a price
they can afford.”

“There is a way to provide
regulatory certainty for
automakers, while also
ensuring that strong
emissions standards continue to benefit the
environment and consumers. But a weak proposal,
like the one prepared by the Department of
Transportation, is far from a ‘win-win’ solution
and would actually create more uncertainty for
auto manufacturers and lead to unnecessary and
lengthy legal challenges. It is in the best interest of
all parties, and our planet, for all the stakeholders
to come to the table and find a workable solution,
and I would urge them to do so expeditiously.”

www.sgap.org
www.sgap.org
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Please give this ballot to your teacher to send to your lawmakers in Congress.
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Vote

Dear Member of Congress:

I am a student receiving information from the Student Governmental Affairs Program. Here are my
Student Governmental Affairs Program
Volume 19
Number 1
August 2013 Issue
opinions on these issues. I would greatly appreciate any response you might like to share.
1) Should Congress raise the federal minimum
wage?
____Yes

____No

Comments:

____Undecided

2) Should the U.S. weaken its fuel-efficiency
standards for cars?
____Yes

____No

Comments:

____Undecided

Student Name

School Name

School Address

Nationwide Student Voting Results from the Last SGAP Newsletter
1) Should the Senate vote to confirm Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme
Court?

Yes

No

Undecided

51%

35%

14%

21%

71%

8%

Yes: “He is more than qualified for the court.” “Roe v. Wade should not be
completely removed, but it should be interpreted in a conservative way.”
No: “Kavanaugh is a more conservative vote. Appointing him could slide
back history.” “The justice should be a moderate, not lean left or right.”
2) Should parents be fined if their children bully?
Yes: “Parents would get involved if there was a fine.” “Parental
accountability is the only way to stop this epidemic.”
No: “Most bullies come from broken homes and giving their parent
a fine could make matters worse financially.” “The schools should
enforce anti-bullying policies.”

This ballot was prepared by the Student Governmental Affairs Program (SGAP), a nonprofit, nonpartisan student civics
4
program, located at: 2435 N. Central Expressway, Suite 300, Richardson, TX 75080 | Phone: 1-800-806-7427
|
Email: civics@sgap.org | Website: www.sgap.org
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