
President Signs Coronavirus 
Funding Bill into Law

O N  M A R C H  6 ,  President 
Donald Trump signed into law 
the Coronavirus Preparedness 
and Response Supplemental 
Appropriations Act of 2020, 
a measure that provides $8.3 
billion in emergency funding for 
federal agencies to respond to 
the coronavirus outbreak in the 
United States.

The programs funded by the bill 
address issues such as: 

• developing, manufacturing, 
and procuring vaccines and 
other medical supplies;

• grants for state, local, and 
tribal public health agencies 
and organizations; 

• loans for affected small 
businesses;

• evacuations and emergency 
preparedness activities at U.S. 
embassies and other State 
Department facilities; and

• humanitarian assistance and 
support for health systems in 
the affected countries.

The bill also allows the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to temporarily waive 
certain Medicare restrictions 
and requirements regarding 
telehealth services during 
the coronavirus public health 
emergency. 

House Reaches FISA 
Reauthorization Deal
 
O N  M A R C H  1 0 ,  lawmakers 
in the House of Representatives 
reached an agreement on 
overhauling government 
surveillance activities and 
reauthorizing portions of the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act (FISA) that were set to expire.

The question of what to do 
about the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court, which meets 
in secret to allow surveillance 
of Americans, didn’t split nicely 
along party lines, with some 
Republicans joining Democrats in 
calling for FISA Court reforms.

“PATRIOT Act §215 makes it 
easier for the feds to spy on 
Americans,” tweeted Sen. Mike 
Lee (R-UT). “FISA should be used 
to stop foreign terrorists, not spy 
on U.S. citizens. Absent major 
FISA reform, we should let 215 
expire this week!”

Section 215 of the USA Patriot 
Act authorizes the FISA court. 
Despite the deal on the House 
side, the question is whether the 
bill will pass in the Senate.

In October 2017, SGAP students 
voted on whether Congress 
should reauthorize the FISA 
surveillance law without changes. 
The results were: Yes, 37%; No, 
46%; Undecided, 17%.
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E Q U I P P I N G  T E AC H E R S  W I T H  C I V I C S  R E S O U R C E S  TO  E M P O W E R  T H E  C I T I Z E N S  O F  TO M O R R O W

R E P.  K E V I N  B R A DY 

( R -T X )

“Raising the minimum 
wage would kill small 
businesses across 
the U.S. The goal 
shouldn’t be to raise 
the minimum wage, it 
should be to get people 
off of it and into better 
paying jobs.”
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T H E  I S S U E :  The minimum 
wage debate continues as a 
growing number of states and 
localities raise their minimum 
wage—despite the lack of action 
at the federal level. The federal 
minimum wage has stood at $7.25 
an hour since July 2009. Given the 
partisan split between the House 
and Senate, it seems destined to 
remain there for the foreseeable 
future.

On July 18, 2019, legislation 
known as the Raise the Wage Act 
(H.R.582) passed the Democrat-
led House of Representatives. 
However, the bill has stalled in the 
Senate, which has a Republican 
majority. 

Sponsored by Rep. Bobby Scott (D-
VA), the Raise the Wage Act would 
gradually increase the federal 
minimum wage to $15 an hour 
by 2025. Also, it would phase out 
subminimum wages to ensure that 
tipped workers, youth workers, 
and disabled workers are paid the 
full federal minimum wage. 

Congress sets the standard for the 
federal minimum wage, which is 
now $7.25 an hour. An employee 
who works 40 hours a week and 
is paid $7.25 an hour earns only 
$15,080 a year. This income is so 
low that people in these jobs often 
work multiple jobs and/or rely on 
welfare. Thus, some lawmakers 
advocate for raising the federal 
minimum wage. 

Others point out that if businesses 
are forced to pay workers more, 
people will lose their jobs or have 
their hours cut, and consumer 
prices will rise.  

T H E  C O N T R OV E R S Y: 
Those who support a minimum-
wage increase argue that when 
businesses are forced to pay a 
higher rate to workers on the 
lowest wages, those workers 
will earn more and spend 
more, bolstering the economy. 
Opponents of the minimum wage 
point out that increasing it will 
hurt low-wage workers: when 
labor becomes more expensive, 
businesses will purchase less of it. 
Thus, if the minimum wage goes 
up, some workers will lose their 
jobs and others will lose hours. 

T H O S E  F O R  raising the 
federal minimum wage argue 
that without a consistent cost-of-
living adjustment to the minimum 
wage, its value has declined over 
time due to inflation. Because 
the minimum wage is so low, 
some workers can’t afford to feed 
their families and must rely on 
government-sponsored programs. 
If workers earn more money, this 
will translate into fewer people 
needing government assistance 
and more people with money to 
spend, which will boost profits.

T H O S E  AG A I N S T  raising the 
federal minimum wage argue 
that in a capitalist system the 
government should not intervene 
with decisions best left to states. 
Interfering in free-market 
dynamics will affect companies’ 
ability to hire and pay workers, 
which will result in a loss of jobs 
and harm to the economy. Raising 
the minimum wage will hurt small 
businesses and squeeze their 
profit margins. It will also lead to 
inflation, encourage employers to 
downsize their staff and increase 
the cost of goods.

THE FEDERAL MINIMUM WAGE 
has sat at $7.25 an hour since 2009. 
Further, employers can pay workers 
under age 20 only $4.25 an hour 
for their first 90 days. Many states 
have raised their own minimum 
wages. According to the National 
Conference of State Legislatures, 
21 states began 2020 with higher 
minimum wages. Seven states 
(Alaska, Florida, Minnesota, Montana, 
Ohio, South Dakota and Vermont) 
automatically increased their rates 
based on the cost of living, while 14 
states (Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, New York 
and Washington) increased their rates 
due to previously approved legislation 
or ballot initiatives.

Issue 1  Minimum Wage Should Congress raise the federal minimum wage?1

R E P.  B O B B Y  S C OT T 

( D -VA )

“After more than 10 
years with no increase 
in the federal minimum 
wage—the longest 
stretch in history—
the minimum wage 
is now a poverty 
wage everywhere in 
America.”
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THE CONSTITUTION of the United 
States divides the war powers of the 
federal government between the 
executive and legislative branches: the 
President is the commander in chief 
of the armed forces (Article II, section 
2), while Congress has the power to 
make declarations of war, and to raise 
and support the armed forces (Article 
I, section 8). Recently, questions have 
risen as to the extent of the President’s 
authority to deploy U.S. armed forces 
into hostile situations abroad without a 
declaration of war or some other form of 
Congressional approval. 

T H E  I S S U E :  Who has the 
power to declare war? This is a 
question being argued by both 
the legislative branch (Congress) 
and the executive branch (Trump 
administration) of the federal 
government. 

On Feb. 13, the Senate passed 
S.J.Res.68, which is a war powers 
resolution that would direct the 
President to terminate the use of 
U.S. Armed Forces for hostilities 
against Iran unless explicitly 
authorized by Congress. 

The vote came nearly six weeks 
after Trump ordered an airstrike 
that killed Qassem Soleimani, a 
top Iranian general. The strike 
drew immediate condemnation 
from Democrats and some 
Republicans, and it prompted Sen. 
Tim Kaine (D-VA) to introduce 
the Iran war powers resolution to 
reassert Congress’s constitutional 
authority to declare war.

“With passage of this resolution, 
we sent a powerful message that 
we don’t support starting a war 
with Iran unless Congress votes 
that military action is necessary,” 
Sen. Kaine said. “If we’re to order 
our young men and women in 
uniform to risk their lives and 
health in war, it should be on the 
basis of careful deliberation.” 

President Trump has said he will 
veto the resolution, should it reach 
his desk. Supporters lack the two-
thirds votes necessary in both the 
House and Senate to overturn such 
a veto. 

T H E  C O N T R OV E R S Y:  Article 
I of the Constitution states that 
Congress has the power to declare 
war. Congress has not authorized 
military action against Iran. Article 
II of the Constitution authorizes 
the president, as commander 
in chief, to use military force to 
defend against sudden attacks 
against the United States.

However, under the War Powers 
Resolution of 1973, the president 
can declare war only after a 
declaration of Congress; receiving 
congressional authorization for the 
use of military force (AUMF); or in 
response to a national emergency 
created by an attack on the U.S. or 
its armed forces.

T H O S E  F O R  passing the Iran 
war powers resolution say the 
U.S. should not be at war with Iran 
unless Congress votes to authorize 
such a war. While the president 
does have the ability to defend 
the U.S. from imminent attack, 
the executive power to initiate 
war stops there. An offensive war 
requires a congressional debate 
and vote. “The power to declare 
war lies in the legislature,” said Sen. 
Rand Paul (R-KY).

T H O S E  AG A I N S T  the 
resolution argue that it would 
tie the president’s hands at a 
time when he needs maximum 
flexibility. The measure would 
create a dangerous precedent that 
could hamstring future presidents, 
diminish U.S. security and provide 
the Iranian regime with breathing 
room to plan attacks. Soleimani 
had American blood on his 
hands. The president’s action will 
ultimately save lives.

War PowersIssue 2
Should Congress pass the Iran war powers 
resolution?1

S E N .  TO D D  YO U N G 

( R - I N )

“Congress, from 
time to time, should 
reaffirm our Article 
I responsibilities 
and our support for 
men and women 
in uniform as we 
contemplate putting 
them in harm’s 
way.”
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1. The                                     is a federal labor law 

that created the right to a minimum wage 
and overtime pay when people work more 
than 40 hours a week.

 a) Equal Pay Act
 b) Fair Labor Standards Act
 c) Fair Minimum Wage Act

2.  The federal minimum wage for tipped 
workers is           an hour.

 a)  $2.13
 b)  $4.02
 c)   $5.45

3.  Employers can pay workers under age 20 
a “youth minimum wage” of only $4.25 an 
hour for their first 90 days of employment. 

 a) True
 b) False

4.  According to data from the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, 
Americans work an average of 34.34 hours 
per week. In Germany, however, people 
clock in an average of           hours per week.

 a) 32.85
 b) 30.94
 c) 26.21

5.  The Raise the Wage Act (H.R.582) would 
increase the federal minimum wage for:

 a) Tipped workers
 b) Workers under age 20
 c) Disabled workers
 d) All of the above

Like Us:
facebook.com/sgapvoice

Follow Us: @sgapvoice
twitter.com/sgapvoice

Minimum Wage War Powers
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1.  Congress has formally declared war for which 
of the following conflicts?

 a) Mexican-American War 
 b) Vietnam War
 c) Gulf War
 d) All of the above

2.  The War Powers Resolution of 1973 (aka the 
War Powers Act) was passed by two-thirds 
each of the House and Senate, overriding the 
veto of the bill by President Gerald Ford.

 a) True
 b) False

3.  Under the War Powers Resolution of 1973 
(aka the War Powers Act), the president can 
declare war only in the following situations:

 a) Declaration of Congress
 b) Congressional authorization for use of 

military force (AUMF)
 c) A national emergency created by an attack 

on the U.S. or its armed forces
 d) All of the above

4.  Article I, Section 8, of the U.S. Constitution 
gives                      the power to declare war.

 a) The President (executive branch)
 b) Congress (legislative branch)
 c) Supreme Court (judicial branch)

5.  Despite the United States’ engagement in 
conflicts in Vietnam, Iraq and Iran, Congress 
has not declared war since                       .

 a) 1917
 b) 1942
 c) 1960
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1Issue War Powers2 Should Congress pass the Iran war powers 
resolution?

N O :   P R E S I D E N T 

D O N A L D  T RU M P

“Americans overwhelmingly 
support our attack on terrorist 
Soleimani. If my hands were 
tied, Iran would have a field 
day. That sends a very bad 
signal. The Democrats are 

only doing this as an attempt to embarrass the 
Republican Party. Don’t let it happen! It is very 
important for our country’s SECURITY that the 
United States Senate not vote for the Iran War 
Powers Resolution. We are doing very well with Iran 
and this is not the time to show weakness.” 

“War is the most solemn 
responsibility we have, and 
it cannot be outsourced to 
anyone. We have a special 
obligation to make sure we 
deliberate carefully before 

we send troops into harm’s way. For years, I’ve been 
deeply concerned about President Trump stumbling 
into a war with Iran. Congress must step in before 
Trump puts even more of our troops in harm’s way. 
We owe it to our servicemembers to have a debate 
and vote about whether or not it’s in our national 
interest to engage in another unnecessary war in the 
Middle East.”

Y E S :  S E N .  T I M  K A I N E 

( D -VA )

“The Raise the Wage Act 
reflects the basic idea that 
hardworking Americans 
working full-time should not 
live in poverty. According to 
the Congressional Budget 

Office’s review of a similar proposal, the Raise the 
Wage Act would lift roughly 1.3 million Americans 
out of poverty, including 600,000 children. But the 
Raise the Wage Act is not only good for workers, 
it is good for the economy. When we put money in 
the pockets of workers, they will spend that money 
in their local economies. Gradually increasing 
the minimum wage to $15 by 2025 will stimulate 
economic growth.”

N O :  R E P.  S T E V E  S C A L I S E 

( R - L A )

“The Democrats’ latest 
‘solution’ for American 
workers will put up to an 
estimated 3.7 million of 
those workers out of a 
job. Why are Democrats 

so determined to reverse our progress and hurt 
American workers? This $15-an-hour number was 
picked out of thin air and is not supported by any 
reasonable economic analysis. House Democrats 
cannot in good conscience bring the Raise the 
Wage Act to the floor. It would be unforgivable 
for Democrats to put their liberal, socialist agenda 
over the 3.7 million workers who will be out of a job 
due to this reckless bill.”

Y E S :  R E P.  B O B B Y 

S C OT T  ( D -VA )

1Issue Minimum Wage1 Should Congress raise the federal minimum wage?
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Nationwide Student Voting Results from the Last SGAP Newsletter

1) Should Congress pass the Refugee Protection Act to allow more 
refugee resettlements? 

Yes No Undecided

53% 32% 15%

1) Should Congress raise the federal minimum 
wage? 

____Yes                      ____No                ____Undecided 

2) Should Congress pass the Iran war powers 
resolution?   
 
____Yes       ____No                 ____Undecided

Dear Member of Congress:

I am a student receiving information from the Student Governmental Affairs Program. Here are my 
opinions on these issues. I would greatly appreciate any response you might like to share. 

Comments:

School Name Student  Name 

School Address 

Comments:

Yes: “These families need a safe place. What right do we have to 
turn them away in their crisis?” “As a ‘superpower’ we have a huge 
responsibility to aid those in need.”

No: “The risk of terrorism is real.”

Yes: “Gas is already too expensive.”

No: “Pollution is a huge problem and this bill would cause more issues 
to the ozone.” “Price is a small price to pay in order to protect the 
health of our planet.”

22% 66% 12%2) Should the U.S. weaken its fuel-efficiency standards for cars?   
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This ballot was prepared by the Student Governmental Affairs Program (SGAP), a nonprofit, nonpartisan student civics 
program, located at:  2435 N. Central Expressway, Suite 300, Richardson, TX 75080 | Phone: 1-800-806-7427 |  
Email: civics@sgap.org  | Website: www.sgap.org 

Vote Students: Please give this ballot to your teacher to send to your lawmakers in Congress.
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