
HANGING BASKET EMBROIDERY

sewing kit

 · Hand embroidery needle
 · Embroidery hoop
 · A small piece of plain cotton, polycotton or calico

 »  About 20 square cm depending on the size of 
your embroidery hoop

 · Embroidery thread
 »  In this example, I used green for leaves, red for 

the pot, white for the pot decoration and grey 
for the plant hanger

 
getting started

 · Trace the above design onto your fabric with pencil. 
You can use your computer as a lightbox to lightly 
trace the design. 

 · Centre the fabric in the hoop and tighten it in place. 
 
instructions

1. Backstitch the outline of your pot.
2. Using the backstitches as a guide, cover the pot area 

with satin stitch.
3. Decorate your pot with white thread. 
4. Work in a plant hanger with 2 strands of black 

thread. These are more delicate lines, so pull 2 
strands off your embroidery thread to work with.

5. To make the tassel, create a loop of thread on the 
right side of your work, then snip then ends.  

6. With your green thread, use backstitch to create the 
shape of your plant. Make it your own with a droopy 
vine, a basket of flower stems, or a spiky fern – the 
choice is yours!

7. If you would like your pot plant to have flowers, 
add a spray of blooms using seed stitch in a bright 
colour. 

nice!
Share what you’ve made with us! 
instagram  @afternoon.co.za 
   @conteu_magazine

backstitch
Secure your thread and bring the needle through 

3mm from the end of the line you’re tracing. 
Insert it again 3mm to the right, and bring it out 
again 3mm to the left of where it first came out. 
Pull the thread through and insert it to the the 

where the first stitch started. Continue to create 
a line of small, adjoining stitches. 

satin stitch
Work a number of straight stitches parallel to 

each other, very close together. 

seed stitch
Seed stitch consists of two small back stitches 

worked consecutively into the same holes. 
Arrange the stitches at different angles to create 

some variety.
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