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A lot can happen in a year, and TIFF accomplished much in 2013.

Rave reviews for the fine selection in the Canada’s Top Ten Film Festival. Sold-out school 
programmes and workshops. A new partnership with Sesame Street during the TIFF Kids 
International Film Festival. A Century of Chinese Cinema, our largest film retrospective ever 
presented. Yet another record-breaking Toronto International Film Festival. The Cronenberg 
Project—an exhibition, a full film programme with special guests, several large-scale art 
commissions, a virtual museum, a digital extension, and publications—which is a labour of 
love some 20 years in the making and a personal and career highlight for me.

These are initiatives that attract a lot of attention and make waves around the world.

No less important are the many projects and initiatives that you might not have heard much 
about. We wanted to highlight stories of a few of these in this year’s Action because their 
impact is remarkable.

As TIFF is a charitable cultural organization, these initiatives—and the many others we 
deliver—are all made possible by the philanthropic support of donors, Members, partners, and 
supporters like you.

Thank you, once again, for believing in TIFF, and believing in our mission to transform the 
way people see the world, through film.

Piers Handling
Director & CEO, TIFF

Mission 
To transform the way people see the world, through film.

Vision 
To be the global centre for film culture.
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Saturna Island  BC

With a population of just 350, 
this is the smallest stop on TIFF 
Film Circuit, which brings the 
best in Canadian and interna-
tional cinema to over 160 
communities across the country.

Ba�n Island  NT

TIFF partnered with Isuma TV 
to provide a selection of the 
First Peoples Cinema 
retrospective and permanent 
projection equipment to eight 
remote Ba�n Island 
communities.

Gimli  MB

Every July this Film Circuit stop hosts the 
Gimli Film Festival, which includes popular 
(and free!) on-the-beach screenings.

São Paulo  BRAZIL

Guy Maddin's video installation 
Hauntings 1, commissioned by 
TIFF, screened at the 30th 
Annual São Paulo Biennale to 
over 500,000 people.

Bogotá  COLOMBIA

Hometown of 2013 Talent Lab 
participant Juan Andrés Arango, 
whose first feature film, La Playa 
D.C., was part of the o�cial 
selection at the Cannes Film 
Festival.

London  UK

Celebrated interactive 
producer Lance Weiler 
presented his new
collaboration with TIFF, an 
augmented-reality game 
called Body/Mind/Change
at the Power to the Pixel 
conference.

Cannes  FRANCE

TIFF partnered with the 
Ontario Media Development 
Corporation, a provincial 
government agency, to host 
an event at the Cannes Film 
Festival promoting Ontario’s
cultural industries.

Tokyo  JAPAN

Why Don’t You Play in Hell?, 
the wild new film from 
Japanese cult film master 
Sion Sono, won the 
BlackBerry People’s Choice 
Midnight Madness Award at 
the 2013 Toronto International 
Film Festival.Hong Kong 

Beijing  CHINA

Taipei  TAIWAN

Noah Cowan, Aritistic Director, TIFF Bell Lightbox worked 
closely with the o�cial film archives of mainland China, 
Hong Kong, and Taiwan to bring together over 80 films for 
the landmark A Century of Chinese Cinema programme−the 
first-ever collaboration between these three archives.

Delhi  INDIA

Delhi-based film critic Namrata 
Joshi (Outlook Radio and BBC 
Radio India) travelled to Toronto 
as a member of the FIPRESCI 
(International Federation of 
Film Critics) jury, bestowing two 
awards at the 2013 Toronto 
International Film Festival.

Melbourne  AUSTRALIA

A selection from the TIFF-curated 
First Peoples Cinema retrospective 
premiered at the Australian Centre 
for the Moving Image.

Abuja  NIGERIA

TIFF hosted an Industry Dialogue 
on Nigerian cinema—past, present, 
and future—using the backdrop of 
the world premiere of Half of a 
Yellow Sun (2013), the most 
expensive Nigerian film in the 
history of Nollywood.

Havana  CUBA

Recently donated to the TIFF 
Film Reference Library, the 
Frank Smeenk Cuban Film 
Poster Collection boasts more 
than 140 beautifully 
illustrated handprinted film 
posters—making it one of the 
largest collections of its kind 
in the world.

Los Angeles  USA

A selection of films from the TIFF-curated
A Century of Chinese Cinema programme screened 
at the UCLA (University of California, Los Angeles) 
Film & Television Archives to terrific reviews.

Cairo  EGYPT

TIFF organized a “Free John 
and Tarek” press conference 
with a team of supporting 
filmmakers, urging for the 
release of two imprisoned 
Canadians: filmmaker John 
Greyson and physician 
Tarek Loubani.

Athens  GREECE

Philanthropic support helped 
bring 15 filmmakers and media 
delegates from Athens for the 
City to City programme at the 
2013 Toronto International Film 
Festival, which shone a 
spotlight on filmmakers 
working in the Greek capital. 

Vancouver  BC

In association with the Film 
School Consortium, a national 
group of universities and 
colleges, TIFF presented a 
showcase of some of the best 
student films from across 
Canada at TIFF Bell Lightbox 
in Toronto and at the Vancity 
Theatre in Vancouver.

Cambridge  USA

Massachusetts-based Creative studio Design I/O premiered 
their latest interactive installation Weather Worlds at TIFF’s 
2013 digiPlaySpace and won the Audience Award for 
favourite installation.

Pointe-Claire  QC

Hometown of 2013 TIFF Rising 
Star Evelyne Brochu, who first 
appeared at the Toronto 
International Film Festival in 
Jean-Marc Vallée’s 
Café de Flore.

London  ON

2013 TIFF Rising Star Megan 
Park first took acting lessons 
at the Spriet Family Theatre 
in her hometown, London.

Toronto  ON

Over 60 schools from the gta 
received a subsidy from the 
TIFF Pocket Fund in 2013, 
allowing more than 5,000 
children and youth to take 
part in TIFF’s educational
and cultural programming, 
regardless of financial 
circumstance.

Berlin  GERMANY

Home of the Haus der 
Kulturen der Welt (HKW), a 
unique German cultural 
facility where noted TIFF 
Cinematheque programmer 
James Quandt gave a 
lecture on the cinema of 
Jean-Luc Godard.

Abu Dhabi  UAE

Cameron Bailey, Artistic 
Director of the Toronto 
International Film Festival, 
travelled to the 2013 Abu 
Dhabi Film Festival to serve 
as President of a 
five-person jury for the 
Documentary Feature 
Competition.

Los Cabos  MEXICO

Piers Handling, TIFF Director & CEO, was part of the 
Canadian delegation at the Baja International Film 
Festival in Los Cabos.
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GoinG Global

As a world leader in creative and cultural 
discovery, TIFF is creating global impact by 
extending our reach across Canada, and 
internationally. Here are a few highlights 
from the past year of how the world has 
come to Toronto—and how Toronto has 
reached all corners of the globe.
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by Jenna Rose  

Assistant, Government & foundation Relations

Designed for children ages three and up, TIFF Kids 
digiPlaySpace is an award-winning interactive 
exhibition that introduces young creators to the 
work of renowned digital media artists and inspires 
creative thinking through hands-on learning 
opportunities.

After a hugely successful debut in 2012, the 
digiPlaySpace returned for the 2013 TIFF Kids 
International Film Festival for an extended six-week 
run just in time for March Break. From March 9 until 
April 21, over 12,000 family and student visitors 
experienced this interactive playground.

Located in a 4,000-square-foot gallery at TIFF 
Bell Lightbox, digiPlaySpace offered game-based 
activities, installations, mobile apps, new creative 
tools, and digital movie-making technologies, helping 
kids and parents get inspired through film, animation 
and storytelling.

Daniella Marchese, Manager of School & Educator 
Programmes at TIFF, describes the space as a “fully 
engaging environment.” You can’t help but want to 
share your digiPlaySpace experience with others. Not 
only does the space promote active engagement with 
the exhibition elements, but with peers and family 
members as well!
 
The digiPlaySpace experience goes beyond screen-
based media and passive consumption, and uses 
technology to promote physical, active engagement 
with digital media. The activities facilitate 
interaction, manipulation and critical assessment of 
these creative technologies.

 
“All of the installations in digiPlaySpace empower 
children by providing them with the skills to learn 
and thrive in an interactive, internet-enabled and 
mobile media world—and encourages them to have 
fun doing it,” says Shane Smith, Director of Special 
Projects at TIFF. 

The installations integrate a variety of learning styles 
to encourage kids to explore math, science, language 
and the arts in a creative and critical way. Suzanne 
Wilson, Acquisitions, Children’s Media Content & 
Programming at TVOntario, describes digiPlaySpace 
as an important learning environment for parents and 
teachers as well. 

“You go to seminars and panels and they talk about 
how children engage with media. But I think the best 
way to educate yourself is when you watch a kid play 
a game, and then you try and play it,” she says. “You’re 
going to see aspects of these kids that you don’t get to 
see every day, because they are being confronted with 
something so new and different.”

This innovation isn’t going unnoticed. TIFF Kids 
digiPlaySpace recently won the 2013 Ontario 
Museum Association Award for Excellence in 
Programs for its efforts to creatively engage 
audiences, and is attracting the attention of other 
cultural institutions around the world—making a 
potential world tour of digiPlaySpace a possibility.
 
digiPlaySpace would not have been possible without 
presenting sponsor Accenture, The Innovation 
Partner to the Arts, and the generous support of the 
Government of Ontario, US Consulate General in 
Toronto, UK Trade & Investment, and film lovers like 
you through donations to the TIFF Annual Fund.

leaRninG & oUTReaCH

Learning through Laughter
digiPlaySpace is educating kids through the latest in media technologies— 
and attracting attention around the world.
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digiPlaySpace included the world premiere of Weather Worlds. Children use their 
bodies to mix hot and cold air to create storms, tornadoes, and bolts of lightning 
or create some early summer sunshine. The game explores nature’s balance of 
weather systems and how they impact our planet, and each other.  
Photo by Sonia Recchia, WireImage/Getty for TIFF.

The digiPlaySpace APPcade featured 26 games, creative tools, and storytelling activities on the latest mobile devices—helping kids and parents learn 
together through play and creation. Photo by Sonia Recchia, WireImage/Getty for TIFF.

In Touch Circuits, participants learn the basics of circuitry through 
music and play by transforming their bodies and everyday objects into 
simple circuits. Using objects like red peppers, kids and their parents 
learn to move a robotic arm or play a musical note.  
Photo by Sonia Recchia/WireImage for TIFF.



Frames of Mind
Through Reel Comfort, people with mental illness are finding comfort— 
and breakthroughs—in the silver screen.
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by Jason Wagar  

senior Manager, Individual Giving & foundations 

 

“This is the first time I’ve laughed in weeks—and I 
laughed with joy.”

One in five Canadians will experience mental illness 
in their lifetime, making it one of the country’s 
most pressing health issues. People with mental 
illness are chronically misunderstood, devalued, 
and underserved. With mental illness affecting so 
many lives, TIFF has found new ways for the arts—
especially film—to play a role in prevention, therapy 
and treatment.

Reel Comfort is a unique and groundbreaking 
programme that brings film screenings, facilitated 
discussions, special guest visits, and film craft 
workshops to more than 600 mental health patients 
residing at St. Michael’s Hospital and Toronto General 
Hospital’s inpatient psychiatric units each year. 

TIFF staff works closely with hospital staff to select 
films for biweekly screenings that suit the needs and 
interests of unit residents.

Reel Comfort arranges for special guest speakers to 
accompany many screenings. Directors, actors, writers 
and other professionals, with the assistance of a TIFF 
moderator, provide a framework for discussion by 
focusing on a particular theme or topic from the film.

Workshops on the art and craft of filmmaking also 
complement film screenings and guest visits. With the 
assistance of a TIFF facilitator or guest, participants 
use video equipment to create short films or stop-
motion animations.

 
The screenings, discussions, and workshops offer 
a creative outlet and an opportunity for patients to 
bring up topics, explore issues, and relate their own 
experiences to those on the screen. The interactive 
nature of the programme provides a non-traditional 
approach to treatment and helps address a gap in 
creative expression and recreation opportunities for 
mental health patients.

Since its launch in 2007, the impact of Reel 
Comfort has been significant. Through observation, 
assessment, and patient surveys, the programme 
helps reduce patient stress, improve confidence 
and self-esteem, provide a sense of belonging 
and community amongst unit residents, improve 
interpersonal and communication skills amongst 
patients, and facilitate breakthroughs in patient 
treatment—helping healthcare practitioners better 
reach and understand patients.

“The results we’ve seen coming out 
of Reel Comfort have been significant—we’ll often 
receive feedback from practitioners that it was the 
first time they’ve heard some patients speak,” says 
Emily Scheer, Senior Manager, Family & Youth 
Programmes at TIFF. “The patients feel like they’re 
being recognized, and their confidence builds when 
they participate in the discussions after the screening. 
It can be a step forward—a touchpoint for staff when 
doing one-on-one therapies later.”

Reel Comfort is delivered at no cost to participants or 
the hospitals—it is entirely made possible thanks to 
many generous donations to the TIFF Annual Fund.

PUbliC PRoGRaMMinG
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SuPPoRTeR SPoTlIgHT:  
Toronto Port Authority

Inspiring budding filmmakers

by e.J. Alon, Director, philanthropy & Membership

Like the opening credits of a film, tIff is 
proud to acknowledge the behind-the-scenes 
stakeholders who make our story come alive 
on the screens at tIff Bell Lightbox, and 
throughout the building. 

this year, tIff welcomed the toronto port 
Authority (tpA) into its growing family of 
stakeholders. As a new supporter of tIff’s 
educational school programmes and special 
Delivery initiative, the tpA helps to inspire 
young minds through film and provides access 
for youth who otherwise would not be able to 
participate.

tpA president and Ceo Geoffrey Wilson 
recently commented, “our financial support to 
charities and community programs across the 
city this year has enabled more than 25,000 
youth to take part in arts and educational 
programming.” 

their gift to tIff enables thousands of 
youth to partake in school trips to tIff Bell 
Lightbox where they can enjoy our exhibitions, 
screenings, and learning workshops. their gift 
also reaches a growing number of students 
in toronto’s underserved neighbourhoods by 
bringing these much-loved tIff programmes 
directly to their schools.

We believe that film is a powerful tool for 
learning about the world. With the help of the 
tpA, we can continue to share it with as many 
people as possible.

And... scene.  thank you!

Still from the documentary Faceless, directed by Jason Lapeyre, a long-time 
Reel Comfort volunteer. Jason also served as filmmaker-in-residence at Toronto 
General Hospital, where he collaborated with patients in the hospital’s Psychi-
atric Inpatient Unit to make this feature-length film about the unit and their 
experiences there.

Patients at Toronto General Hospital create a stop-motion animation through a 
Reel Comfort film craft workshop.



A Different Kind of Decathlon
The ten-film City to City programme at the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival 
showcased the next generation of filmmakers from Athens.
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by David Carey, Director, Government & foundation Relations

Though TIFF is based in Toronto, our reach is truly 
global, with film programmes and a reputation 
reaching around the world. Just ask Dimitris 
Azemopoulos, Consul General of Greece and 
President of the Consular Corps Association here in 
Toronto.

Since 2009, the Festival has included a regional 
spotlight showcasing filmmakers living and 
working in a selected city, bringing international 
cities to Toronto audiences. This year’s City to City 
programme focused on Athens, Greece, an emerging 
cinematic hot spot. TIFF programmers Cameron 
Bailey and Dimitri Eipides were drawn to the fearless 
cinema emerging from this ancient and contemporary 
city, such as Alexandros Avranas’ Miss Violence and 
Elina Psykou’s Eternal Return of Antonis Paraskevas.

“It meant a lot for my country to have such 
a unique spotlight at [the Festival],” said Dimitris, 
“and it was highlighted and much appreciated not 
only by our cinema industry but also by all our media 
all over the world. Even if Greece and its people 
have to go through tremendous sacrifices in order 
to successfully face the current crisis hitting the 
country, the spirit is high.”

With ten films in this year’s selection, TIFF was 
pleased to welcome a delegation of over 15 Greek 
filmmakers, journalists, and industry professionals to 
the Festival, including representatives of the Greek 
Film Centre. The Centre aims to promote Greek film 
at major festivals and in film markets across the globe, 
and saw myriad benefits from the Festival’s spotlight.

In addition to the global and international reach of the 
City to City: Athens spotlight, the series was relevant 
locally, reaching a wide audience here in Toronto. The 
city’s Greek community came out in droves to catch a 
glimpse of these powerful, entertaining and at times 
tragic representations of life in modern Athens.

 
 
“We are deeply grateful for the amazing hospitality, 
sincere kindness, and cordial cooperation we were 
blessed to have thanks to the impeccable TIFF 
organization, which looked after each and every 
detail,” added the Consul General. “[The Festival] is 
rightly considered to be the greatest film festival in 
the world. Now we know why!”

City to City: Athens was made possible through a 
close partnership between TIFF and the Greek Film 
Centre, the Consulate of Greece in Toronto and the 
Embassy of Greece in Ottawa (championed by our 
friend, Ambassador Eleftherios Anghelopoulos), and 
through the generous philanthropic support of the 
World Council of Hellenes Abroad (SAE Canada), 
the Pan-Macedonian Association of Toronto, and the 
Hellenic Heritage Foundation.

aRTisTiC

A still from September, by Athens-based director Penny Panayotopoulou.
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Directors Yannis Sakaridis, Aran Hughes, Christina Koutsospyrou, Argyris Papadimitropoulos, Thanos Anastopoulos, Yorgos Servetas, Alexandros 
Avranas, Menelaos Karamaghiolis and Jan Vogel at the City to City: Athens press conference during the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival.  
Photo by George Pimentel, WireImage/Getty for TIFF.

SuPPoRTeR SPoTlIgHT:  
Canadian Foundation for Chinese Heritage Preservation 

Cinephiles and sinophiles

by Jason Wagar, senior Manager, Individual Giving & foundations

When we were putting together what ultimately 
became one of the most  ambitious and large-scale 
retrospectives tIff has ever mounted—A Century 
of Chinese Cinema—we wanted to introduce new 
audiences to the history, legacy and trajectory of 
Chinese film, which has been underrepresented in 
global cinema history.

In our mission to examine the region’s amazing artistic 
output, we found a natural partner in the Canadian 
foundation for Chinese Heritage preservation.

the foundation, which exists to promote Canadian 
interest in the appreciation, education, and preservation 
of Chinese historical and cultural treasures, generously 

supported A Century of Chinese Cinema’s film 
retrospective, major exhibition, special guest series, and 
commemorative e-Book.

their support made it possible for A Century of 
Chinese Cinema to open to sold-out screenings 
filled with eager audience members. some were 
experiencing a Chinese film for the first time. others 
were revisiting a childhood favourite.

the foundation’s kind grant is promoting interest in 
Chinese film outside of Canada, too: a selection of the 
A Century of Chinese Cinema film programme just 
wrapped up at the uCLA film & television Archives in 
Los Angeles.



Cronenberg inter/face
TIFF is innovating new ways to reach audiences through the Cronenberg Project.
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by Jaspreet sandhu, senior Manager, Advancement

As a key icon in the history of Canadian cinema, 
David Cronenberg has shaped a generation of creative 
minds—filmmakers, artists, intellectuals—and 
inspired a large public following. With the launch 
of our major original touring exhibition David 
Cronenberg: Evolution, our audiences—visitors and 
virtual alike—have been able to explore Cronenberg’s 
body of work and cultural influence through two 
innovative and landmark projects for TIFF: David 
Cronenberg: Virtual Exhibition, and the interactive 
experience Body/Mind/Change.

Through these two digital extensions, TIFF has been 
able to reach new audiences and create new arenas of 
access for the public at large. 

David Cronenberg: Virtual Exhibition makes our 
collection of Cronenberg materials available to 
an online, international audience. Comprised of 
scholarly essays, an interactive map and timeline, 
rare behind-the-scenes footage, and interviews with 
Cronenberg’s collaborators past and present, the 
virtual exhibition is an invaluable legacy resource that 
we hope will stimulate ongoing research and interest 
in Cronenberg’s films. We also hope this will inspire 
other educational, digital content projects that profile 
Canadian filmmakers, since there is a lack of these 
resources available to students and faculty.

TIFF saw the Cronenberg Project as an opportunity 
to build on our existing free Higher Learning Digital 
Resource Hub—which complements our live events by 
providing free satellite educational programming to 
academic communities and the public at large, beyond 
the walls of TIFF Bell Lightbox—by creating an in-
depth resource. We were able to develop this online 
resource through partnerships with OCAD University, 
Sheridan College, and York University.

The digital experience Body/Mind/Change (BMC) 

immerses audiences in a “Cronenbergian” world 
inspired by the film Videodrome, re-imagined for 
the 21st century and brought to life across three 
platforms—online, mobile, and real-world—through an 
“artificial intelligence recommendation engine” called 
POD (Personal On-Demand).

Co-produced by CFC Media Lab with creative 
direction by Lance Weiler, BMC features plot lines 
and game mechanics involving biotechnology start-
ups, body enhancements, and emotional learning 
systems, and presents the plausible science fiction 
found in Cronenberg’s work as scientific fact. Players 
experience first-hand the steps involved in merging 
with technology to transform and evolve oneself, one 
of the key themes Cronenberg explores in his works.

TIFF designed both the game and exhibition as 
digital or online experiences because analogue 
media does not encourage this level of interactivity. 
The goal of these two digital projects was to create a 
dynamically interactive environment, allowing users 
who are unable to travel to our in-house exhibition to 
experience Cronenberg’s universe. 

David Cronenberg: Virtual Exhibition and BMC 
marked a new feat for the organization, encouraging  
patrons to learn about a filmmaker’s work through 
a technologically advanced, fun, interactive, and 
educational virtual museum experience.

The Cronenberg Project and all of its components 
were made possible thanks to the generosity of our 
sponsors and supporters, including TIFF Annual Fund 
donors like you.

You can experience these digital extensions in person 
in the CIBC Canadian Film Gallery at TIFF Bell 
Lightbox, or online at bodymindchange.ca and  
tiff.net/cronenberg/museum.

innoVaTion & neW MeDia



ACTIOn: Report for Donors & supporters  ||||  13

SuPPoRTeR SPoTlIgHT:  
Hal Jackman Foundation

Making the arts a part of people’s everyday lives

by Jason Wagar,  

senior Manager, Individual Giving & foundations

the Hal Jackman foundation’s decades-
long support of the arts and culture sector 
has ensured torontonians have been able to 
experience some of the best in contemporary 
art. the foundation also supports the artists 
and audiences of the future, providing a lasting 
legacy for our community.

Leadership support from the Hal Jackman 
foundation was instrumental in getting the 
toronto International film festival’s future 
projections programme up off the ground, and 
the foundation continues to support this free 
showcase of moving-image artworks every 
year.

this year, the foundation made a very 
special contribution that allowed tIff to 
collaborate with the Museum of Contemporary 
Canadian Art (MoCCA) on David Cronenberg: 
Transformation. this groundbreaking free 
exhibition features six new tIff-commissioned 
artworks by leading  Canadian and international 
artists with affinities for Cronenberg’s films and 
themes.

for audiences, this is an opportunity to 
experience some of the best in contemporary 
media art; for artists, it’s a wonderful platform 
to showcase their work. And it was all made 
possible thanks to the Hal Jackman foundation 
and their commitment to making the arts a 
part of people’s everyday lives.

Material from the David Cronenberg Collection at the TIFF Film Reference 
Library: the Gristlegun (prop) from eXistenZ (1999).  
Photo courtesy the David Cronenberg Collection, TIFF Film Reference Library.

David Cronenberg: Virtual Exhibition allows people from all over the world 
to access 3D scans of many of the artifacts seen in the physical exhibition 
David Cronenberg: Evolution, as well as scholarly essays, interactive maps, 
timelines, behind-the-scenes footage, and interviews with Cronenberg's 
collaborators past and present.  
Photo by Geoffrey Gunn for TIFF.



Canadian Catapult
Student Film Showcase, Short Cuts Canada, and a new collaboration with  
YouTube Canada are shining a spotlight on emerging Canadian talent.
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by David Carey, Director, Government & foundation Relations

When recent Ryerson University graduates Walter 
Woodman and Patrick Cederberg made their 
directorial debut with the short film Noah, they never 
dreamed that it would reach over 1.2 million viewers.

Playing out entirely on a teenager’s computer 
screen, Noah follows its eponymous protagonist as his 
relationship takes a rapid turn for the worse. The film 
is a fascinating study of behaviour—and romance—in 
the digital age, examining our increasingly public 
lives and how online language is used to (mis-)
communicate our most profound experiences. 

Noah was first selected to play TIFF’s Student Film 
Showcase in May 2013, where it screened in Toronto 
and Vancouver alongside the best new short films by 
post-secondary students from across the country. 
Presented in association with the Film School 
Consortium—a national group of 16 colleges and 
universities—this year’s Showcase included work 
from Concordia University, Emily Carr University, 
Humber College, Langara College, OCAD University, 
Sheridan College, the University of British Columbia, 
and York University. It was Ryerson’s students, 
Walter and Patrick, who took home the award for Best 
Live-Action Film.

Their film had its international premiere at the 
Toronto International Film Festival this year as part 
of the Short Cuts Canada programme, where it won 
the prestigious YouTube Award for Best Canadian 
Short Film and a $10,000 cash prize. Not bad for a film 
made on a budget of $300.

Like many emerging artists showcased in our Short 
Cuts Canada programme, these budding filmmakers 
benefitted from the Festival’s training and mentorship 
opportunities. Before the Festival began, Walter and 
Patrick participated in our Filmmaker Bootcamp 
initiative, which gives filmmakers the skills, 
strategies, and contacts they need to make the most of 

 
the event. They received insight from programmers, 
publicists, TIFF staff, and industry veterans to ensure 
they could capitalize on their Festival exposure.

Calling his experience at the Festival “transformative” 
and “surreal,” Walter reports that “it was the greatest 
week of my life.” After presenting Noah to hundreds of 
Festival attendees, crashing a few parties, and meeting 
with dozens of fellow filmmakers, the duo was soon 
picked up by production and management company 
Anonymous Content, and recently signed with the well-
respected talent agency William Morris Endeavor.

TIFF is proud to serve as Canada’s leading platform 
to support emerging filmmakers, including hometown 
students like Walter and Patrick!

CanaDian iniTiaTiVes

Noah plays out entirely on a teenager’s computer screen.
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Walter Woodman (left) and Patrick Cederberg pick up the YouTube Award for Best Canadian Short Film at the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival. 
Photo by Sonia Recchia, WireImage/Getty Images for TIFF. 
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Cuban Connection
Newly acquired collection includes  
gems from Cuban film history. 

The Frank Smeenk Cuban Film Poster Collection 
boasts 143 beautifully illustrated hand-printed 
posters—which, together with TIFF’s 147-poster 
Allan Silber Cuban Poster Collection, is one of the 
worlds largest collections of its kind in the world. The 
Smeenk Collection was generously donated to the 
TIFF Film Reference Library at the end of 2012.

Containing more than 400,000 films, books, posters, 
artifacts and other material, the Film Reference 
Library is the world’s largest collection of English-
language Canadian film and film-related resources. 
The Library is also home to many cinematic treasures 
from all parts of the globe, including original 
soundtracks, scripts and film stills.

TIFF is one of the few organizations in Canada 
actively collecting, preserving, and restoring film and 
film-related artifacts.

Support from TIFF Members, partners, and donors 
helps the Library acquire and restore items for its 
collection and keeps its many services free to the public.

fRoM THe filM RefeRenCe libRaRY

A sample of the posters in the two collections. Left, gift of Frank Smeenk, 2012; others, gift of Allan Silber, 2007.  
Photos courtesy of the Frank Smeenk Cuban Film Poster Collection and the Allan Silber Cuban Poster Collection, TIFF Film Reference Library.
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10 Things You Didn’t Know About TIFF

If you’ve visited tIff Bell Lightbox to catch 
a new Release lately, you may have noticed 
something a little different. Before each 
screening, we’re highlighting tIffbits–10 
things you didn’t know about tIff–with a short 
film for each. 

from engaging audiences of all ages, to 
bringing the best in film to communities across 
the country, to preserving Canadian culture—it 
is all made possible thanks to you.

1. support a Charity

2. experience Culture

3. Discover a family Hub

4. Cultivate Community

5. empower a Generation

6. foster Creative Learning

7. explore new technology

8. nurture the film Industry

9. unearth Canadian History

10. engage 365 Days a Year

Visit our Youtube channel at 
www.youtube.com/tIff 
to check out all ten in the series!
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TIFF is grateful to the individuals, corporations, 
and foundations who support us with generous 
donations each year. As a charitable cultural 
organization, we rely on this community of 
contributors to help us create a global community 
of engaged film lovers.

HeRe’s HoW YoU Can HelP:

Tiff annual fund

Experience and share excellence in programming! 
Your gift to the TIFF Annual Fund will be put to work 
immediately to support the exhibitions, screenings, 
onstage conversations and special events that you 
love at TIFF Bell Lightbox—Canada’s home for film 
culture—and in underserved communities across 
Canada. Your donation also supports our efforts to 
protect, preserve, and restore Canada’s cinematic 
treasures and ensures that public access to our 
collection remains free and open to all.

Tiff Pocket fund

Spark the imagination and creativity of a child 
in need! Your donation to the TIFF Pocket Fund 
provides free tickets to young people, allowing 
them to take part in the educational and cultural 
programming at TIFF all year round, regardless of 
their circumstance.

Tiff endowment fund – Match your gift!

Invest in the future of film. Your donation to the TIFF 
Endowment Fund is an investment in the long-term 
vision of TIFF to be the global centre for film culture. A 
strong endowment will ensure we are able to deliver the 
very best in film, cultural, and educational programming. 
If you wish, you may specify which area of interest you 
would like to support. Your gift is fully tax-deductible 
and—best of all—your 2013 or 2014 donation will be 
matched by the Government of Canada.

HOw TO dOnATe 

online 
tiff.net

by phone 
1.888.599.8433

in person 
steve & Rashmi Gupta Box office 
tIff Bell Lightbox 
Reitman square, 350 King street West

Through United Way

As part of your company’s United Way campaign, 
you can designate all or a portion of your donation 
to TIFF! On your United Way pledge card, indicate 
that you would like to designate your donation to 
TIFF and include our charitable registration number: 
11930 4541 RR0001. You may also call your local 
United Way office to request that your gift be directed 
to TIFF.

Gifts of shares and securities

A gift of shares and securities is an easy way to 
maximize your donation. Consider donating 
securities directly to TIFF rather than selling them 
first, and avoid paying tax on capital gains. Contact us 
at 416.599.8433 ext 2165 for a donation form to share 
with your investment advisor.

legacy giving

Your legacy gift will create an impact for generations 
to come. It can be as simple as creating a bequest by 
including TIFF in your will, establishing a life insurance 
policy or trust, or designating TIFF as a beneficiary 
of your retirement savings plan. There are many 
affordable, tax-effective ways to leave a legacy. Please 
contact us at 416.599.8433 ext 2165 to learn more.

YoUR DonaTion ToDaY HelPs Us Do MoRe ToMoRRoW.
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® toronto International film festival Inc.

for more information, please contact
maxine bailey, Vice president, Advancement 
donate@tiff.net | 416.599.8433

tIff Bell Lightbox
Reitman square | 350 King street West
toronto, on M5V 3X5
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TIFF Next Wave Committee members with Sam Sutherland, author of Perfect Youth: The Birth of Canadian Punk and segment producer at MTV News.  
 Organized by teens, for teens, the TIFF Next Wave Film Festival empowers youth to pursue and deepen their love of film. In 2013, donations to the TIFF 
Annual Fund helped make most TIFF Next Wave Film Festival screenings completely free for teenagers. The TIFF Next Wave Committee is supported by  
The Slaight Family Foundation Learning Fund. 
Photo by Sajourn Faour, WireImage/Getty for TIFF.


