


Hello again readers,

This issue contains one of our most 
comprehensive apps roundups ever.
Within, we take a look at the apps 
you’ll need to stand a chance of 
being productive away from the 
office. Head to the Reviews section 
and you’ll see a full breakdown of 
app recommendations – not only do 
we look into the top three software 
suites for classic tasks like number 
crunching and word processing, but 
we also look at the essential apps for 
scanning, editing, planning, sharing, 
and even keeping things secure.

But to make the most of all those 
apps, you’re going to need the latest 
tech, right? If you love upgrading 
your iPhone every time a new one 
drops, you may have considered 
(or already be enrolled in) Apple’s 
iPhone Upgrade Plan. But is it 
really the best option out there? In 
Features, we take an honest look at 
who would benefit from the plan, 
and who would be better off looking 
for alternative financing.

Elsewhere, the How-To section has 
guides for non-Apple fare including 
Netflix and Google Maps, while 
News tackles a bunch of Apple 
rumros hot off the press. Can you 
believe we could be writing about 
the iPhone 9 launch in just another 
issue or two?!

That’s all for now – happy reading!

Tom Rolfe 
Editor-in-Chief
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Coronavirus Impact

Big update released for the 
popular mapping app

Apple says the consequences of the 
Coronavirus are to blame for a slowing 
of sales – as a result, the company 
expects its quarterly sales guidance to 
be wide of the mark.

There are two main reasons for this. 
Firstly, iPhones will be in short supply 
for a period as manufacturing partners 
across China slowly ramp back up to full 
efficiency. “The health and well-being 
of every person who helps make these 
products possible is our paramount 
priority,” says Apple, before noting that 
revenues will surely be affected by the 
inevitable stock shortages.

Secondly, the effect of the virus’ spread 
across China had hampered demand 
for Apple products in the region. 
Many Apple Stores have been closed 
or running at reduced hours. “We are 
gradually reopening our retail stores and 
will continue to do so as steadily and 
safely as we can.” Apple is keen to let 
investors know that customer demand 
around the rest of the world is as strong 
as ever.

The statement offers its condolences 
to those affected by Coronavirus and 
notes that Apple is more than doubling 
its donation to support the public health 
effort.

“The situation is evolving, and we 
will provide more information during 
our next earnings call in April. Apple 
is fundamentally strong, and this 
disruption to our business is only 
temporary. Our first priority — now and 
always — is the health and safety of 
our employees, supply chain partners, 
customers and the communities in 
which we operate. Our profound 
gratitude is with those on the front 
lines of confronting this public health 
emergency.”  n



March 31 Event

iPhone 9 announcement 
expected very soon

There are a couple of big Apple events 
each year you can set your watch to. 
(Well, set your calendar to, at least.) 
Every September sees the annual reveal 
of new iPhones, while every June sees 
the unveiling of new operating systems 
at WWDC.

But over the last few years, Apple has 
gotten into the habit of releasing new 
products outside of those months, 
from iPads and Macs in October to 
new services in March. Not quite often 
enough to take those events for granted, 
but often enough for us to make some 
educated guesses about the company’s 
upcoming plans.

That’s exactly what we’re seeing analysts 
try at the moment. Rumors are strongly 
suggesting Apple will host a media 
event at the end of next month (likely 
March 31) to announce the long-awaited 
successor to 2015’s iPhone SE, expected 
to be dubbed iPhone 9.

If that turns out to be true, the iPhone 
9 launch would be likely to fall on April 
3 – or possibly April 10 if Apple expects 
the handset to be popular enough to 
warrant a week of preorders.

If you’ve not heard, the iPhone 9 is 
rumored to launch at just $399, giving 
Apple a much-needed boost in the 
lower end of the smartphone market. It’s 
expected to be based on the physical 
design of the iPhone 8, with updated 
specs based on components from 
yesteryear to cut down on costs.

The result could be the iPhone that 
budget-conscious or size-conscious 
users have been waiting for. (More on 
that here.)

Analyst Ming-Chi Kuo suspects there 
may be more to reveal in March than 
the iPhone 9. It’s possible we’ll also see 
an updated MacBook range alongside 
some new accessories; could this be 
the moment Apple releases a wireless 
charging mat, premium over-ear 
headphones, or a Bluetooth tracker?

Though nothing is set in stone until 
Apple makes a formal announcement, 
this is one rumor we’re pretty confident 
about. If you’re due to upgrade an old 
iPhone, we’d recommend hanging on a 
few more weeks to see what Apple has 
in store for us.  n

https://www.idownloadblog.com/2020/02/17/apple-march-31-media-event-rumor/


iOS 14 Rumors

Apple to finally loosen its grip 
on the default app suite?

Apple’s hardware used to run on an 
infamous “tick-tock” cycle. One year 
we’d get a big design overhaul – the 
“tick” – followed by a conservative, 
iterative update – the “tock” – the year 
after. That cycle looks dead as far as 
hardware is concerned, with Apple now 
tending to keep more-or-less the same 
design for several years at a time.

But software is a different story, and 
Apple’s operating systems seem to have 
adopted this up-and-down approach 
instead. iOS 11 had plenty of exciting 
new features (tick) but was full of bugs 
– so iOS 12 focused on boring-but-
important things like performance and 
stability (tock). History may now be 
repeating itself, as last year’s iOS 13 
arrived with a bunch of new stuff but 
some pretty big issues almost unheard 
of from Apple. The latest reports expect 
iOS 14 to right the ship once again, with 
another tock year devoted to making 
sure everything works as it should.

That doesn’t mean there’s nothing to 
look forward to in iOS 14, though. A 
report from Bloomberg suggests a 
change of strategy from Apple that 
could bring about something users have 
been asking for since the dawn of the 
iPhone: the ability to change the default 
apps in iOS 14.

Apple has historically kept a tight hold 
on its suite of default apps. Though 
third-party alternatives are available 
on the app store, you can’t switch from 
Apple’s own fare when it comes to the 
default apps for a task. Web links will 
always open in Safari, even if you favor 
Firefox or Chrome. Email addresses 
always link to the stock Mail app, never 
Gmail or Outlook. And so on.

The report suggests Apple will soon 
allow users to change these defaults.

It’s not just default apps that would 
be affected by this kind of change of 
heart – there are even whispers that 
a future update could allow Apple’s 
HomePod speaker to directly integrate 
with Spotify. Currently, you can ask the 
speaker to play any song from Apple 
Music and Siri will gladly comply, but 
to play from another service like Spotify 
you have to load it up on another device 
and stream to the speaker via AirPlay – 
an altogether more involved processed.

Android devices have long had the 
ability to switch these defaults around, 
but Apple has resisted following suit. 
If this Bloomberg rumor – attributed to 
“people familiar with the matter” – is 
true, it will be a real win for all users. 
Apple has been criticized in the past for 
its tight restrictions in iOS, and opening 
up customization to allow third-party 
apps more prominence would be a great 
step in the right direction.

We’ll have to wait until Apple’s WWDC 
in June for more concrete details.  n

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-20/apple-weighs-loosening-restrictions-on-rival-iphone-music-apps


Multitasking Changes

Another iOS 14 rumors tells of 
an App Switcher redesign

It may be several months until Apple 
shows off iOS 14 at WWDC in June, 
but that hasn’t stopped the rumor mill 
searching for clues as to what we might 
expect from the upcoming release. (See 
previous story!) Now, an alleged video 
leak shows how iOS 14 will change up 
the iconic App Switcher interface.

This feature, also known as the Recent 
Apps view, is at the core of multitasking 
on iOS. It allows users to quickly switch 
between apps, using a chronological 
timeline of everything you’ve recently 
used. You can reach the App Switcher 
by swiping up from the bottom of the 
screen and pausing momentarily – or, on 
older devices, with a double-click of the 
Home button.

Apple first used this overlapping 
carousel-style design in its “Cover 
Flow” interface for browsing albums in 
iTunes. In the following years, similar 
designs made their way to many 
aspects of iOS and macOS.

For the most part, Apple has since 
ditched this kind of interface in favor 
of flatter, more minimal designs. This 
trend away from “skeuomorphism” 
has been in action ever since iOS 7 – 
but the App Switcher has endured as 
one of the few remaining examples of 
an overlapping interface with depth 
and shadow, reminiscent of a deck of 
cards.

If this leak is correct, it’s soon going 
the way of the dodo, replaced by a 
grid design already in use on the iPad.

The grid-style makes perfect sense on 
the large display of an iPad, but could 
arguably end up a little cramped on an 
iPhone. However, there’s no denying 
it’s a more efficient design, presenting 
a clear view of four recent apps at 
once. Users would still be able to 
“force quit” paused apps with a quick 
swipe up. Here’s what the redesign 
would look like, courtesy 91Mobiles.

Leaker and concept designer 
Benjamin Geskin also revealed a new 
Settings page for the App Switcher, 
allowing users to choose between 
the old and new designs. The choices 
are “Automatic,” “Deck Switcher,” 
“Grid Switcher,” and “Minimum 
Viable Switcher.” This is a decidedly 
un-Apple approach, but if true it’s 
another welcome step towards Apple 
granting users more control.

Could user control be one of the key 
themes of iOS 14? We can’t wait to 
find out more.  n

https://www.91mobiles.com/hub/ios-14-iphone-multitasking-layout-exclusive-video/
https://twitter.com/BenGeskin/status/1231718775642316800


AirPods X

Premium over-ear wireless 
headphones coming soon?

AirPods have been a huge hit for Apple, 
with the premium “true wireless” in-ear 
headphones taking the world by storm 
since their introduction in 2016.

They’ve become a trendy best-seller for 
Apple and spawned a sea of copycat 
products from other companies. Though 
they’ve been praised for their audio 
quality – and their unlikely ascension as a 
fashion accessory – the real killer feature 
of AirPods is the wireless chip that allows 
for seamless connection with Apple 
devices.

Gone are the days of painstakingly 
complex and unreliable Bluetooth 
headphones, especially with the 
second-generation AirPods and the 
premium AirPods Pro models released 
more recently.

So it’s no surprise that Apple is widely 
expected to release a set of over-ear 
headphones under the AirPods name.

According to a report, citing leaks from 
upcoming inventory systems at Target, 
we could be seeing such a product 
relatively soon. The report shows a 
believable name and price – AirPods (X 
Generation) and $399 – although there’s 
no reason to believe Target alone has 
advanced intel on Apple’s plans.

It’s worth noting that Target’s inventory 
also has placeholder slots for Apple TV 
X Gen, iPod touch X, and Apple Watch 
Series X. It’s likely nothing more than 
guesswork from the retail giant, but we 
certainly wouldn’t be surprised to see 
this particular prediction come true.

Of course, Apple already owns the 
popular Beats range of headphones 
(see below), some of which already use 
Apple’s wireless chip for connectivity. 
But a fully home-grown AirPods-style 
take on over-ear headphones could be 
a gamechanger. No matter how good 
in-ear headphones get, they can’t 
compete with a high-quality pair of 
studio headphones for immersion and 
depth of sound.

Apple is allegedly on course to launch 
the “iPhone 9” at the end of March, 
and in past years it has unveiled other 
products at this time of year, too. Maybe 
we’ll see more than just a new iPhone 
next month?  n
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Apps for getting 
down to business

Moleskine Journey 
Slick calendar and planner

More from the 
App Store

SongOwl 
New way to organize music

APPS & GAMES

ROUNDUP

PLUS

Dazz Cam 
Vintage cameras emulator

Giftr 
Smart animated GIF creation



Office Essentials

The ultimate guide to  
business suites and office apps

The future of computing’s unknown, 
but many thinkers reason we’ll 

eventually settle on a single device for 
work and play – perhaps an iPhone 
or iPad that today is a mere glint in an 
Apple engineer’s eye. But for now, we 
make do with what we’ve got.

In this round-up, we’re concentrating 
on the ‘work’ bit. Whether you need 
to smash out a spreadsheet, contact 
colleagues, or figure out where you 
need to be for the next month, these 
apps will transform your iPhone or iPad 
into a workhorse for the office.



These days, Google’s free office suite 
is almost the default, used in countless 
schools and workplaces around the 
globe. On iPhone, you’ll need the apps 
– Google Docs (word processing), 
Google Sheets (spreadsheets) and 
Google Slides (presentations).

On an iPad running iPadOS, it’s worth 
starting out with the website versions 
(in Safari), which now offer full desktop-
grade interfaces, rather than the 
simplified iPhone/app ones.

In all cases, Google’s apps are free to 
use, straightforward, enable offline 
storage/editing, and have superb live 
collaboration functionality. This makes 
them ideal for working on projects 
with other people – but also for sorting 
quick spreadsheets, or jotting down 
ideas in a document.

You’ll need to head elsewhere, 
however, for creating elaborate layouts 
– or if those you work with are wedded 
to Microsoft Office.

DOCS

Collaborate for free with 
Google’s office suite

Google Sheets

SHEETS

SLIDES

In Apple circles, Microsoft has a 
reputation for dry, unexciting software 
and hardware. But the company is a 
different beast from the days of the 
1990s/early 2000s. Today, Microsoft 
Surface hardware is very swish – and so 
is modern Microsoft Office.

Even on the iPhone, core apps 
Microsoft Word (word processing), 
Microsoft Excel (spreadsheets) and 
Microsoft PowerPoint (presentations) 
are impressive and ambitious, 
providing most of the features from the 
desktop versions.

Complex documents aren’t much fun 
to edit on an iPhone, but these apps 
are fine for perusing files and making 
the odd change – or using templates to 
work on something from scratch you’ll 
later finish elsewhere.

Unlike Google’s suite, Microsoft Office 
wants your money. So for free, basic 
viewing and editing is all you get on 
signing in with a Microsoft ID.

Higher-end features – or any editing 
on iPads with screen sizes larger than 
10.1in – requires a subscription. Office 
365 Personal, suitable for one PC/Mac, 
plus your tablet/smartphone, will set 
you back $7/£6 monthly.

WORD

Get your Bill Gates on  
with Microsoft Office

Microsoft Word

EXCEL

POWERPOINT

Formerly known as iWork, Apple’s 
office apps — Pages (word processing), 
Numbers (spreadsheets), and Keynote 
(presentations) — have long rethought 
the office products Microsoft had once 
made its own. They emphasize layout 
and simplicity over feature-bloat.

You get strong compatibility with 
the desktop versions, and Pages 
templates make it a cinch to craft 
elegant documents. Keynote is 
a straightforward and polished 
presentation tool, which you can 
control using your Apple Watch. 

And Numbers is a rare spreadsheet 
app that’s a joy to use, with a cleverly 
conceived freeform layout system 
that breaks free from a traditional 
spreadsheet grid, so you can smartly 
combine numbers, text, and charts.

Apple’s apps are weak for 
collaboration, despite the company’s 
attempts to enable this via iCloud. But 
as free, capable office apps for the solo 
user, they are a solid option.

PAGES

Create fine designs with 
Apple’s office suite

Numbers

NUMBERS

KEYNOTE

https://itunes.apple.com/app/google-docs/id842842640
https://itunes.apple.com/app/google-sheets/id842849113
https://itunes.apple.com/app/google-slides/id879478102
https://itunes.apple.com/app/microsoft-word/id586447913
https://itunes.apple.com/app/microsoft-excel/id586683407
https://itunes.apple.com/app/microsoft-powerpoint/id586449534
https://itunes.apple.com/app/pages/id361309726
https://itunes.apple.com/app/numbers/id361304891
https://itunes.apple.com/app/keynote/id361285480


Your iPhone is the computer you always 
have to hand; and if you have an iPad, 
there’s a chance it’ll be sat waiting in a 
bag, ready to use at a moment’s notice. 
These devices are useful, then, for 
boosting productivity and organization 
– if you’ve got the right apps.

Fantastical ($5/£5 per month) is a 
calendar and reminders app. It can 
use your iCloud data, but its interface 
is superior to what you get in Apple’s 
apps. You get an endless events ticker, 
‘interesting’ calendars (finance/sports/
holidays), weather reports, smart time 
zone integration, and natural-language 
input when creating events.

Elsewhere, two Omni Group apps, 
OmniFocus 3 ($50/£49) and 
OmniPlan 3 (from $100/£100), 
respectively, offer desktop-grade task 
management and project planning 
visualizations. The latter includes Gantt 
charts, schedules, milestones, and MS 
Project support.

If those kind of prices give your wallet 
heart palpitations, but you still hanker 
after a pro-oriented to-do manager,  
Things 3 ($10/£10) and Things 3 for 
iPad ($20/£20) are impressive. Tasks 
are cleverly organized in a manner that 
helps you focus on what matters right 
now, and the interface has been smartly 
considered for touch – for example, you 
can drag the + (new item) indicator to a 
specific point within a list.

FANTASTICAL

Get things done 
on iPhone and iPad

Fantastical

OMNIFOCUS 3

OMNIPLAN 3

Even if you don’t fancy writing entire 
documents on an iPhone or an iPad, 
such devices are great for quickly 
getting down thoughts and ideas.

MindNode ($3/£3 per month) has you 
do this with mind maps. You define a 
central concept, join ideas to it, and 
branch further ideas off of them. The 
app lets you kickstart a mind map from 
a simple bullet-point list, and embellish 
creations with icons and images. 

For something more involved, check 
out OmniGraffle 3 (from $60/£55), 
which has tools for crafting a range 
of organizational diagrams, such as 
process charts, wireframes, and page 
layouts. There’s support for Visio 
documents, and you can export to PDF.

Should you prefer jotting down notes 
rather than building diagrams, you’re 
also well catered for. Agenda (free or 
$15/£15) is a date-focused note-taker, 
which can help you plan, and give you 
context on what you were thinking at 
specific points in time. 

Drafts (free or $2/£2 per month) is 
more about capturing text (including 
on your Apple Watch) and sending it 
elsewhere – although your full archive 
remains accessible and searchable.

And should you be more vocally 
oriented, Otter (from free) transcribes 
your utterances as you speak, 
automatically time-stamping words, 
and subsequently assigning tags for 
faster searches. Generously, you get ten 
hours of free transcription every month.

MINDNODE

Organize your  
thoughts and notes

MindNode

OMNIGRAFFLE 3

AGENDA

THINGS 3

THINGS 3 FOR iPAD

DRAFTS

OTTER

Your iPhone has a perfectly serviceable 
calculator app. Oddly, iPadOS lacks 
one. Either way, PCalc ($10/£10) is the 
best full-featured traditional calculator 
for either device. It has a rich history 
on the Mac, and provides an extensive 
array of layouts, modes, settings, and 
conversions. Fancy something similar 
and free? Try PCalc Lite (free) instead.

For a markedly different way of totting 
up figures, there’s Soulver ($3/£3). 
This app is a mash-up of calculator, 
notepad, and streamlined spreadsheet; 
the result is like scribbling sums on 
an envelope, but the app intelligently 
extracts figures, instantly providing 
totals. 

This means you get figures in context, 
and you can insert line totals into 
subsequent points of your document. 
The result is a dynamic ‘living’ 
calculation you can save and later 
update as and when you need.

If you mostly find yourself working 
out how much cash you’ve spent, also 
invest in Pennies ($4/£4). Simple 
and usable, this app makes it easy to 
create multiple budgets – in various 
currencies – that you can keep an eye 
on. It’s obviously not going to run your 
company’s accounts, but it’s great for 
personal expenses.

PCALC

Make calculations 
and track spending

Soulver

SOULVER

PENNIES

PCALC LITE

https://itunes.apple.com/app/fantastical-2-for-iphone-calendar/id718043190
https://apps.apple.com/app/omnifocus-3/id1346190318
https://apps.apple.com/app/omniplan-3/id1060188639
https://apps.apple.com/app/mindnode-mind-map/id1218718027
https://apps.apple.com/app/omnigraffle-3/id1164289776
https://apps.apple.com/app/agenda/id1370289240
https://apps.apple.com/app/things-3/id904237743
https://apps.apple.com/app/things-3/id904237743
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/drafts/id1236254471
https://apps.apple.com/app/otter-voice-meeting-notes/id1276437113
https://itunes.apple.com/app/pcalc-the-best-calculator/id284666222
https://itunes.apple.com/app/soulver-notepad-calculator/id348142037
https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id916741290
https://apps.apple.com/app/pcalc-lite/id300311831


Recent iterations of iOS and iPadOS 
have made it easier to preview, archive 
(to ZIP), and share documents. Even 
so, you might need to delve into third-
party apps for additional functionality.

GoodReader ($6/£6) is a document 
reader for Office documents, TXT and 
HTML, and images. With PDFs, you 
can also annotate, rearrange pages, 
and send the result to any FTP server or 
cloud storage provider you have access 
details for.

Documents by Readdle (free) has 
broadly similar features, but lacks a 
price tag. And if you want something 
for heavier PDF edits – or creating 
documents from scratch – PDF Expert 7 
($10/£10 per month) should fit the bill.
Although GoodReader and Documents 
offer the means to send files to remote 
storage, a dedicated app is preferable if 
you do that task often.

Secure ShellFish (free or $9/£9) 
and FE File Explorer Pro ($5/£5) 
let you connect to the likes of SFTP 
servers, cloud providers, NAS drives, 
and local network PCs and Macs. 
Both also integrate with Apple’s Files 
app, plugging a major hole in its 
functionality.

GOODREADER

Read, edit, and share files

FE File Explorer

Working with imagery is not often at 
the forefront of your mind in a business 
environment, but that doesn’t mean 
your device’s camera is redundant at 
the office. With Scanner Pro ($4/4), 
your device is transformed into a 
portable scanner.

Lay your document flat on a desk with 
good lighting, and it’ll be captured and 
intelligently cropped. You can perform 
basic edits, adjust colors, and merge 
multiple scans into a single container. 
The app will even rifle through your on-
device photos, to unearth documents 
and receipts – although this feature is 
hit and miss.

For more extensive image editing, 
we’ve covered photo editors before, 
and so won’t go into depth here. 
Suffice to say that the best free apps 
for iPhone and iPad, respectively, are 
Snapseed (free) and Darkroom (free).

Should you need something with 
pro-grade layers, photo-retouching 
features, and the like, try Pixelmator 
($5/£5) for iPhone, and Affinity Photo 
($20/£20) for iPad – and then ask why 
your company hasn’t hired a graphic 
designer yet.

SCANNER PRO

Affinity Photo

SNAPSEED

DARKROOM

DOCUMENTS

PDF EXPERT 7

SECURE SHELLFISH

FE FILE EXPLORER

Scan and edit images

PIXELMATOR

AFFINITY PHOTO

The Contacts app bundled with your 
device is sufficient for storing details of 
people you need to communicate with 
– but it can be improved.

Vignette (free + $5/£5) uses social 
media imagery to replace the gray 
circles that represent colleagues and 
friends with pictures.

But also, you can do better than the 
actual Contacts app: Cardhop ($5/£5) 
has a superior interface for searches, 
adding contacts, firing off calls, and 
accessing the all-important notes field.

When it comes to communication, 
you can of course use FaceTime and 
Messages. But not everyone has an 
Apple device, which means you can’t 
contact them with FaceTime, and 
Messages will revert to SMS – which 
may cost you money. 

It’s therefore often a good idea to install 
other messaging apps that offer free 
messages and online calls (to recipients 
also running the relevant app), such 
as WhatsApp (free), Facebook’s 
Messenger (free), Viber (free), and 
Skype (free). Skype and Viber will also 
let you call standard landlines and 
cellphones – for a smallish fee.

For multi-user messaging – especially 
in the context of business – Slack 
(free) comes recommended. You get 
real-time group conversations in user-
defined threads, direct messaging, 
file sharing, and image uploads. 
Limitations on the free version are 
primarily based around file storage and 
message histories. Be mindful of those 
and your company could potentially 
use Slack for free indefinitely.

VIGNETTE

Skype

Communicate with 
colleagues

CARDHOP

WHATSAPP

MESSENGER

VIBER

SKYPE

SLACK

It’s important to keep personal data 
secure – and especially vital when 
dealing with company details. After all, 
you don’t want to be responsible for 
your organization’s data ending up in 
the wild.

We’ve covered this subject before, 
and so we’ll be brief. For passwords 
and payment details, you have iCloud 
Keychain, baked into iOS and iPadOS.

But bespoke password managers like 
1Password ($4/£4 per month) and 
LastPass (from free) give you a cross-
platform solution, a central repository 
that’s easy to browse, and the means to 
store additional types of data, such as 
server logins. Both apps integrate with 
Safari – although they also include their 
own browsers, should you wish to use 
those instead.

When it comes to browsing, you can 
protect yourself as well. With 1Blocker 
($3/£3 per month), you can remove 
tracking, cookies, ads, and other cruft 
from Safari. And NordVPN (from $3/£3 
per month) enables you to anonymize 
your browsing, and even spoof your 
location – handy should you be on an 
overseas trip, trying to access geo-
locked content.

Keep data secure

1Blocker

1PASSWORD

LASTPASS

1BLOCKER

NORDVPN

https://itunes.apple.com/app/goodreader/id777310222
https://itunes.apple.com/app/scanner-pro-6-by-readdle/id333710667
https://apps.apple.com/app/snapseed/id439438619
https://apps.apple.com/app/darkroom-photo-editor/id953286746
https://itunes.apple.com/app/documents-5-fast-pdf-reader/id364901807
https://apps.apple.com/app/pdf-expert-7-pdf-editor/id743974925
https://apps.apple.com/app/secure-shellfish/id1336634154?ls=1
https://apps.apple.com/app/fe-file-explorer-pro/id499470113
https://apps.apple.com/app/pixelmator/id924695435
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/affinity-photo/id1117941080
https://apps.apple.com/app/vignette-update-contact-pics/id1455924925
https://apps.apple.com/app/cardhop/id1448744070
https://apps.apple.com/app/whatsapp-messenger/id310633997
https://apps.apple.com/app/messenger/id454638411
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/viber-messenger-chats-calls/id382617920
https://itunes.apple.com/app/skype-for-iphone/id304878510
https://itunes.apple.com/app/slack-team-communication/id618783545
https://apps.apple.com/app/1password-password-manager/id568903335
https://apps.apple.com/app/id324613447
https://apps.apple.com/app/id1365531024
https://go.nordvpn.net/aff_c?offer_id=15&aff_id=34020&url_id=902


MOLESKINE JOURNEYMOLESKINE JOURNEY

DEVELOPER: MOLESKINE
PRICE:  FREE or $5/£5 monthly

SIZE:  125 MB 
VERSION:  0.200206

PLATFORM:  iPHONE & iPAD

Beautiful planning and tracking app

Moleskine, the company that made 
its name in beautifully designed 

stationery notebooks is expanding its 
phenomenal work in app design.

We’ve previously used and loved 
the Moleskine calendar. But while its 
design – simple, yet bold, smooth, yet 
dynamic – made us want to use it as our 
calendar of choice, other apps’ features 
were just a tad better.

This may have just been solved thanks 
to Moleskine Journey. The calendar is 
present on this app, which expands its 
functionality into a fully-fledged journal 
and planner. As well as simply viewing 
your appointments in a lovely scrollable 
ticker, the app places its focus towards 
mindful organization.

The ‘home’ tab of the app is titled 
‘My Day’. It gives you an overview of 
actions to take or things to be aware of. 
Tap the window at the top and you can 
add or take a picture. This is a great way 
to start a photo diary and at a later date 
go back through and remember what 
you’ve been up to and what you’ve 
seen.

Under that, you have a ‘journal’. As the 
app states, the likes of Einstein kept 
a daily journal and the way this app 
allows you to quickly jot down or add 
thoughts throughout the day gives it a 
minimalist feel that could help even the 
more monosyllabic of us to get a few 
thoughts out of our heads and on to a 
page.

Then there’s ‘Today’s Goals’. We 
found this struggled to fully replace 
a conventional to-do list, but worked 
well in a more minimalistic fashion by 
including a few daily aspirations. We 
also found this gave us a bit of room to 
be more stern in our desire to achieve 
them. We generally put items here we’d 
been putting off for a good while.

This follows the planner, which pulls 
in the daily appointments from your 
calendar, and a food diary. Again, 
Moleskine’s approach takes the 
pressure off tracking. Unlike when 
we’ve used food diaries attached to 
calorie-counting or health-conscious 
apps, we found Moleskine gave us 
room to just put things down. It didn’t 
matter if we forgot to take a photo of 
our food. The words were enough, the 
app’s choice of font and monochrome 
design adding extra power to the 
simplicity.

Other than that, the app also contains 
a ‘Projects’ tab and ‘Tasks’. We found 
that the projects tab is useful for 
splitting to-dos into various separate 
areas, compartmentalizing the way you 
complete tasks. For example, you could 
also simply turn the projects into days 
of the week to schedule how you want 
to complete tasks, though you can also 
apply timings and alerts to your tasks. 
However, the Tasks tab seems a little 
extraneous, simply pulling in a long list 
of to-dos from the projects tab.

We’d say this is the only place the app 
bloats – but it’s easily ignored if you 
don’t need it.

daily lives before, while also providing 
one place to also pull in future 
activities. This might also be useful for 
those moving away from social media 
– we found the food and photo diaries 
scratched a particular itch for recording 
things we might otherwise have posted 
to Facebook or Instagram in the past.

The bad? Though there’s a two-week 
free trial, the price tag could be enough 
to put some users off. We’d recommend 
giving this kind or journaling a try to 
see if it’s worth the $40/£40 yearly fee 
before committing.  n

THE GOOD

Simple, effective, good-looking

Great range of tracking features

Includes a lovely calendar ticker

THE BAD

Somewhat hefty price tag

DOWNLOAD

4.0

VERDICT

A beautiful calendar 
and planner

REVIEW by ANDY PRICE

The calendar ticker reflects 
Moleskine’s Timepage app

The main tab lets you keep a photo 
diary and deal with that day’s items

Adding tasks to a project lets you 
work through what you have to do

Keeping a food diary is  
quick and easy

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/moleskine-journey/id1489704689


SONGOWLSONGOWL

DEVELOPER: MIKE CLAY
PRICE: $2/£2
SIZE:  4.2 MB 

VERSION:  1.0.2
PLATFORM:  iPHONE & iPAD

Music player with a sense of order

Most people with any sense will 
agree that iTunes had to die, but 

not everyone is perfectly catered for by 
the all-in-one Apple Music app. It’s not 
perfectly suited to dealing with a vast 
digital library of music on your iPhone.

SongOwl aims to provide a solution. 
It’s not so much a bold stand-alone 
music player app as it is a custom skin 
for Apple Music, pulling in your existing 
track info and playlists. Play a track in 
SongOwl, and you’ll find that it’s also 
playing in Apple Music, and you can 
opt to include tracks saved in the Apple 
Music cloud as well as locally.

The basic look and layout of the app 
is evidently designed to provide 
minimal friction for those coming 
across from Apple’s service, too. The 
fonts, the colours, the widgets – all 
are comfortingly familiar, if not quite 
identical.

Where SongOwl adds value is in its 
custom Paths function. Essentially, you 
can set up multiple ways to view and 
arrange your stored tracks.

Tap on the top right icon and select 
New Path, and you’ll be able to group 
songs according to album, artist, 
composer, or genre. You can then sort 
that list alphabetically, by year, by the 
date added, tracks that you love, and 
so on. Those saved Paths will then be 
stored in a pull-out menu, ready to be 
swiped into view with two fingers.

Yes, the whole Paths thing boils down 
to a pretty basic series of parameters. 
But it gives you way more flexibility in 
how you sift through your music library 
than Apple Music allows for.

Another useful provision is a dedicated 
Favorites tab along the bottom, so you 
can instantly access your loved songs. 
Agains, it’s a small touch that will have 
sizeable significance for certain users.

While we’ve mentioned that developer 
Mike Clay has gone with a similar look 
to Apple Music by default, there is a 
little scope for customization. Head into 
the Settings menu and you’ll be able 
to access different Themes from three 
base presets, or head into Custom 
and create your own, though this only 
changes the color of the icons. It would 
have been nice to have more extensive 
theme options.

Within the main player, meanwhile, the 
theme changes according to the colour 
of the album art. That’s a small but 
thoughtful touch, which is a pretty apt 
description of how the app goes about 
its business in general.

If you like the look and feel of Apple 
Music, but find it lacking when it comes 
to managing your music library, give 
SongOwl a shot.  n

THE GOOD

Flexible track-arranging tools

Clean Apple Music-like presentation

Quick access to Favorites

THE BAD

Still heavily based off Apple Music

Lacks extensive theme options

DOWNLOAD

4.0

VERDICT

More power over your 
music library

REVIEW BY JON MUNDY

There’s a strong Apple Music  
flavor here

SongOwl is all about creating new 
ways to sort your library

There’s easy access to you Favorites

The player changes color according 
to the album art

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/songowl/id1492630850


DAZZ CAMDAZZ CAM

DEVELOPER: HAIYAN WANG
PRICE:  FREE or $10/£10 for Pro

SIZE:  71.1 MB 
VERSION:  1.8.1

PLATFORM:  iPHONE

A blast from photography’s past 

It’s kind of funny that while iPhone 
cameras get better and better, with 

results that nudge ever closer to 
modern high-end digital cameras, 
there’s a parallel trend for iOS apps 
that emulate the flawed film cameras of 
yesteryear.

The grainy, boxy, washed-out look of 
vintage snaps have become desirable 
in the Instagram era. But apps like Dazz 
Cam Vintage Camera go a little deeper 
than slapping on a black and white 
filter.

Here the idea is to approach your shot 
with a distinct vintage camera lens in 
mind. Rather than merely adding the 
effect to your shots in post-production, 
the app encourages you to frame it and 
shoot it accordingly.

There are 13 vintage camera replicas 
for stills and six for video included 
with the fully unlocked Pro version of 
the app, and they cover quite a lot of 
ground. On the video front you get the 
likes of VHS, 16mm, and 8mm options 
among others. On the photo front, 
there are such oddities as a pleasingly 
lurching 3D camera and a rudimentary 
split camera alongside the more 
conventional vintage grainy selection.

Each camera gets its own faithful frame 
in the viewfinder, so you’ll find yourself 
composing the shot quite naturally. On 
a couple of photo cameras, you also get 
the option of taking and superimposing 
two photos for a double exposure 
effect.

In addition to the cameras, you’ll get a 
small selection of accessory modifiers, 
from flashes to fisheye lenses. You can 
also add a degree of random light leaks 
and time stamps to stills, and alter the 
frame rate for videos.

While the results from these individual 
cameras can be pleasing, Dazz Cam’s 
main issue relates to its clunky UI 
and general lack of intuitiveness. 
For example, only five of the photo 
cameras are included with the free 
tier, and just one of the video cameras. 
You’ll need to pay $10/£10 for a full 
unlock, or around half that for a yearly 
subscription. Alternatively, you can pay 
a smaller amount to unlock individual 
cameras.

You can quibble about the pricing 
structure, but this is largely subjective. 
What we really take issue with is how 
unclear it is which of these lenses is free 
and which is in the paid tier. There’s no 
indication until you tap on the camera, 
only to be greeted by a purchase 
prompt. On the plus side, it’s possible 
to test each camera, which amounts 
to letting you take – but not store – an 
image with the chosen filter.

Even aside from this Free/Pro 
delineation issue, the selection screen 
for the cameras feels clunky, forcing 
you into portrait from the landscape 
viewfinder. You’re forced to view the 
predominantly landscape images in 
portrait too. It all lacks a little finesse.

Dazz Cam provides some appealing 
tools for creating unique stills and 
videos with a pronounced vintage-
with-a-twist effect. It’s a shame that the 
interface feels similarly creaky – or is 
that all part of the charm?  n

THE GOOD

Good range of old cameras

Modifiers make for unique shots

Variety of funding options

THE BAD

Clunky and somewhat unintuitive

Lack of landscape interface

DOWNLOAD

3.5

VERDICT

Nice collection of slightly 
creaky cameras

REVIEW by JON MUNDY

The viewfinder makes  
composition easy

It’s not clear which cameras are 
available from the start

You can adjust the light bleed effect

Double exposure shots are a doddle

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/dazz-cam-vintage-camera/id1422471180


GIFTRGIFTR

DEVELOPER: YOOSHR
PRICE:  FREE

SIZE:  115 MB 
VERSION:  1.0.2

PLATFORM:  iPHONE & iPAD

Create, edit, and share GIFs using 
the contents of your Photos app

Regardless of how you pronounce 
it (are they “gifs” or “jifs” … ?), 

sharing GIFs – simple, animated 
image files – is a lot of fun. While 
huge repositories of GIFs exist online, 
creating your own on iOS has been 
made a little easier thanks to a recently 
released app called Giftr.

Of course, other GIF-makers are 
available on the App Store – but it’s the 
ease of use, made possible by the app’s 
smart AI, which aims to make Giftr a cut 
above the rest.

First up, making GIFs in Giftr promises 
to be a breeze – and in many ways 
it is. When you launch the app, 
you’re presented with a selection of 
“moments” from Photos – collections 
of images taken around the same time, 
in the same place. Giftr live previews 
what these images would look like 
as a GIF and auto-plays it. So what 
you’re presented with is a screen full of 
potential GIFs ready to be created and 
shared.

Usefully, it’s possible to grab these 
GIF previews from either “memories” 
or “moments,” which Photos also 
generates, or using Giftr’s built-in 
Memory Map, which groups photos 
by location. There’s also an AR mode 
where you can search the globe 
in augmented reality and choose 
potential GIFs there, which is a novel 
and kind of surprising addition.

When you see one you like, tapping 
it enlarges the GIF so you can take a 
closer look. Then you can tap the share 
button and send it.

Unfortunately, that’s where some of the 
problems begin.

As you’d expect, one of the sharing 
options is Messages – it’s one of the 
most popular ways of sharing a GIF. 
But in the current build of Giftr, it’s not 
possible to add a GIF to the Messages 
app from the share menu – the GIF 
simply doesn’t appear in the outgoing 
message.

Then when you are able to share a GIF 
– using the Mail app, for instance – the 
GIF is sometimes generated incorrectly. 
What tends to happen is that one of 
the selection of images is randomly 
rotated, meaning the resultant GIF is 
unsharable.

If you’re lucky and do get a GIF you can 
share, it’s possible to edit the file before 
sending it off. You can add stickers and 
filters, make adjustments to aspects like 
contrast and brightness, and alter the 
geometry of the GIF, too.

It’s worth noting, though, that most 
of the app’s editing functionality is 
available as part of Giftr Pro – a paid 
upgrade which will set you back $6/£6 
per month. This upgrade also removes 
the watermark which appears on Giftr-
created GIFs, unlocks full HD, and the 
full range of editing options.

However, the biggest problem with 
Giftr is that its core feature – making 
GIFs – doesn’t yet work reliably. Here’s 
hoping the folks behind the app can fix 
this as soon as possible.

In the meantime, it’s definitely worth 
trying the free Giftr app before you 
consider paying towards its pro 
offering.  n

THE GOOD

Promising automatic GIFs

Useful editing tools

THE BAD

GIF creation isn’t reliable

Can’t share via Messages

DOWNLOAD

2.5

VERDICT

Smart but unreliable  
GIF creation

REVIEW by JOE WHITE

A selection of GIFs ready  
to be shared

It’s a surprising but 
nevertheless cool addition

Adding more images into a GIF

Giftr’s editing tools

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/giftr-gif-maker/id1455912887


Two years on from the original I Love 
Hue comes this delightful sequel. 

It’s another contemplative game of 
rearranging colored squares so that 
they fit a uniform pattern, but this time 
the visuals are far more elaborate and 
artistically satisfying, with thirty brand 
new geometric tiling patterns. Sorting 
out the game’s psychedelic mosaics 
proves simultaneously satisfying and 
calming. And with over 900 levels to 
solve, the visual therapy should last for 
a fair while too.  n

I  LOVE HUE TOOI LOVE HUE TOO
PRICE:  FREE ($5/£5 without ads)
SIZE:  163 MB    VERSION:  1.0.3

It can sometimes be tough to look 
past YouTube when it comes to 

online video hosting platforms, but 
Vimeo is a longstanding rival – albeit 
a significantly smaller one. Vimeo has 
always angled its offering as being 
particularly creator-friendly, and Vimeo 
Create reaffirms that. Based on the 
work started by Magisto, which Vimeo 
acquired last year, the app helps small 
businesses create and edit professional-
standard short-form video from a 
phone. The Pro tier grants access to a 
vast stock video and image library, as 
well as a bunch of licensed music.  n

DOWNLOAD

VIMEO CREATEVIMEO CREATE  
 
PRICE:  FREE (or $25/£25 monthly)
SIZE:  116 MB    VERSION:  1.0.3

DOWNLOAD

It can be difficult to know where to 
start when journaling your life. Some 

people simply struggle to find the 
right words. Pondlr is here to help, by 
providing question-driven templates 
for your to respond to. What are 
you grateful for? What great things 
happened today? What could you 
have done better? If you’re the kind 
of person who prefers bullet points to 
paragraphs, Pondlr could be the ideal 
way to reflect upon your day.  n

DOWNLOAD

PONDLRPONDLR
 
PRICE:  FREE
SIZE: 427 MB    VERSION:  1.0.3

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/vimeo-create-video-maker/id1491791513
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/i-love-hue-too/id1395332051
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/pondlr/id1498522374


FEATURE

Payment Plans 
 

Is the iPhone Upgrade Plan 
worth your time, or is there a 

better alternative?

New iPhones are expensive. They 
might represent good value, but 
there’s no getting away from the 
hit to your bank account if you buy 
an iPhone outright. At the time of 
writing, the most affordable model 
from Apple’s iPhone 11 range costs 
$699/£729. Want a top of the line 
iPhone 11 Pro? That’ll be a whopping 
$1449/£1499, thanks.

If you’ve got that kind of money lying 
around, great – go for it. But many 
don’t, and yet hanker after the latest 
and greatest tech. This is why Apple 
offers alternate ways to fund your 
iPhone habit – and sometimes other 
Apple hardware too. You just have to 
know what you’re letting yourself in 
for when signing on the dotted line.

What’s the iPhone 
Upgrade Program?

Although Apple offers traditional 
payment plans (see later), the 
iPhone Upgrade Program is a more 
‘Apple’ take. It essentially reframes 
your iPhone as a service – a kind of 
ongoing rental – rather than a one-
off purchase. You pay a monthly fee, 
and after 12 months get the chance 
to swap your existing device for the 
latest model.

The iPhone Upgrade Program 
operates on 0% financing. This means 
you’re paying for the device, rather 
than adding to your overall costs by 
way of interest. However, it isn’t quite 
that clear cut, and there are things to 
be mindful of should you sign up.

So what’s the catch?
First, realize this is still a loan. You may 
not be eligible, and even if you are, 
you must ensure you’re able to keep 
up with payments for the minimum 
term (24 months in the USA; 20 
in the UK). Secondly, the program 
incorporates – and mandates – 
AppleCare+.

Depending on your needs, 
AppleCare+ may or may not be 
beneficial. It does cover you for two 
incidents of accidental damage every 
24 months – so drop your iPhone and 
it’ll be repaired for a low service fee 
($29/£25 for the display; $99/£79 
for other damage) – but AppleCare+ 
adds to your overall outlay.

Also, given the nature of the program, 
and the option for renewing your 
iPhone annually, timing is key. We’d 
recommend signing up immediately 
after a new device you’d like goes 
on sale. That way, by the time its 
successor arrives, you’ll be eligible 
for an upgrade – if you choose to take 
it, rather than having to wait several 
months.

What do I own with the 
iPhone Upgrade Program?

You need to complete loan payments 
on any product to own it outright. 
With the iPhone Upgrade Program, a 
perceived negative is you’re always 
on a payments treadmill. Each year, 
you’re encouraged to upgrade, 
kicking off a new loan cycle. You 
never really ‘own’ anything. And 
in handing back your old iPhone to 
Apple, you don’t have the option of 
selling it to claw back some money.

However, you can opt to pay off the 
loan in full, by not taking out a new 
loan (and not upgrading your device 
after 12 payments). This ends your 
participation in the iPhone Upgrade 
Program, but leaves you with an 
iPhone you fully own. If you don’t 
need AppleCare+, though, this isn’t 
worth doing for a single cycle.

What other financing 
options does Apple offer?

Beyond the iPhone Upgrade 
Program, Apple offers money for 
trade-ins (typically at around half 
the gross price you’d get on eBay, 
but with zero risk and no fees), and 
straightforward payment plans.

Plans vary by region. In the UK, for 
example, you take out a 24-month 
loan with Barclays – so similar to 
the iPhone Upgrade Program, but 
without the AppleCare+, and without 
the means to upgrade your iPhone 
after 12 months.

The US store provides similar choices, 
but you also get the likes of AT&T’s 
30-month installment plan, which has 
its own early upgrade option.

In some regions, Apple offers other 
0% financing. At the time of writing, 
any UK Apple Store spend over 
£399 (about $515) can be paid back 
over 3–12 months. This – and the 
equivalent iPhone payment plans – 
are a good bet, spreading the outlay 
over a long period, so you’re not so 
stretched by your new purchase. 
They’re also ideal if you tend to buy 
an iPhone and keep it for several 
years. 

But consider the Upgrade Program 
if you very regularly upgrade – or are 
prone to dropping your phone!  n

by CRAIG GRANNELL



HOW-TO

HOW-TO

Plan a vacation 
with Google Maps

Improve your Netflix 
viewing experience

Ask an expert

Switch over to 
Google Photos

PLUS



Vacation Planning

Make the most of  
Google Maps’ new layout

Google Maps’ 15th birthday brought 
some nice changes to the popular 
mapping app. But did you know that 
the update also makes it easier than 
ever to plan your perfect vacation?

New tabs

First, it’s worth noting that the 
updated app has brought a new tab 
layout: Explore, Commute, Saved, 
Contribute, and Updates. 

The Explore tab is the place to go 
if you’re searching for a location or 
attraction. Commute usefully lets you 
configure a regular commute – the 
app will check your route and let you 
know the best time to leave.

Contribute lets users add places, 
submit reviews, or suggest edits to 
Google Maps. And Updates informs 
users of new and popular venues in 
your local area.

Plan a trip with the Saved tab

However, if you’re planning a 
vacation or short break, start by 
heading over to the Saved tab. 
There, it’s possible to create lists of 
attractions or venues in a particular 
area, city, or country.

If you’re planning a trip, you can use 
a list to keep track of all the places 
you’d like to visit.

Creating a list is simple – just tap the 
big + button in the bottom-right 
of the screen. Then give the list a 
name and a description. You can also 
choose whether you’d like to share 
the list or publish it to Google Maps 
for everyone to see.

If you’re planning a vacation, sharing 
the list with your fellow travelers 
might be a smart move.

Adding items to the list is easy. Tap 
the Add button in the center of the 
screen to search for attractions. 
Tapping an attraction will add it to 
your list.

You can also add notes about 
attractions for your own reference, 
and Google Maps will usefully 
include opening hours and your 
distance from the attraction in the list 
view.

Discover new places to go

Of course, you might know very little 
about the place you’re planning 
to visit, and that’s absolutely fine – 
Google Maps can help.

Tap the Explore tab and search for 
your destination. Then swipe up on 
the card which appears at the bottom 
of the screen and you’ll be able to 
browse through different categories, 
like Bars, Hotels, and Attractions, 
using the colored buttons and tile 
pictures below.

Google Maps even suggests 
“Upcoming events” for you to look 
through. Simply tapping the Save 
button (which looks like a bookmark) 
lets you add the location to one of 
your lists.

Finally, selecting Explore nearby 
lets you browse through local areas 
of interest and search through the 
attractions there.

With the latest version of Google 
Maps, planning a vacation has never 
been easier.  n

GOOGLE MAPS

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/google-maps-transit-food/id585027354


Super streaming

Stop auto-playing trailers  
and more on Netflix

Netflix users have long been pained 
by the often intrusive auto-playing 
trailers every time they open the 
video streaming service.

But recently, a new setting has been 
introduced which allows you to turn 
this off.

Disable auto-play

To do so, there’s a trick. Crucially, you 
have to sign in to Netflix via a web 
browser like Safari – not on the app. 
Log in to Netflix.com, go to ‘Manage 
Profiles’ in the menu, select your 
profile (if you have more than one), 
and uncheck ‘Autoplay previews 
while browsing on all devices.’ This 
will also turn off autoplay on your iOS 
device.

However, there are plenty of other 
tips to be aware of within the Netflix 
app itself. It’s key capabilities 
surround downloading content.

Download to save data

You can download all Netflix original 
content and a vast amount of non-
original content to your device to 
watch later when you might not have 
a signal.

The best way to do this is to head to 
the downloads tab where the app 
will display everything available for 
download in a similar menu to the 
main one. It’s best to do this when 
connected to a dependable Wi-Fi 
network.

Select a show or movie, and look 
out for the download arrow icon. 
Tap this, wait for the progress bar to 
fill, and when you later return to the 
downloads tab, any chosen content 
will be there and ready to watch.

Smart TV downloads

Hidden in the App Settings under the 
More tab is a toggle for turning on 
‘Smart downloads’.

Do this and once you’ve finished 
watching an episode of a TV series, 
the app will download and queue up 
the next episode. Neat.

Find what’s coming soon

The Netflix iOS app also has a tab for 
‘Coming soon’. This lists of the TV 
shows and movies that are about to 
drop.

It’s great to see what you’ll soon have 
access to, but more importantly, you 
don’t have to commit it to memory 
in case any show that sparks your 
eye immediately gets buried in the 
algorithm that decides what to show 
you.

Instead, set a reminder for the day it 
arrives.

To do this, tap on a show under 
‘Coming soon’ and look out for the 
bell icon. Tap this and the piece 
of content will be added to your 
watchlist as soon as it’s released.  n

NETFLIX

http://Netflix.com
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/netflix/id363590051


Google Photos

Reasons to consider it over 
Apple’s Photos app

Every iPhone, iPad, and Mac comes 
with Apple’s Photos app preinstalled, 
which handily allows you to store, 
edit, and sync your snaps across all of 
your devices.

The only thing is, Apple’s biggest rival 
provides its own equivalent service, 
and it’s arguably superior. Google 
Photos does most of what Apple 
Photos does, and a fair amount more 
besides.

Here are some of the key perks of 
Google Photos and how to access 
them.

Unlimited storage

Apple gives you a complimentary 
5GB of cloud storage for your images 
on Photos, which almost sounds 
generous until you realize that 
Google Photos comes with free and 
unlimited cloud storage as standard.

As long as your images aren’t above 
16-megapixels in size – which if 
you’ve taken them on an iOS device 
they won’t be – then they won’t 
count against your Google Drive 
storage limit. You can even opt to 
have Google Photos condense any 
images you have above that size at 
the outset.

Powerful search

Google is the undisputed search 
champion, and it’s also broken out 
ahead of the pack in the related field 
of image recognition software. This 
really tells in Google Photos.

Type ‘cats’ or ‘beer’ into the Google 
Photos search bar and you’ll receive 
a pretty comprehensive list of all (or 
a large chunk of) the photos you’ve 
taken with those things in them. 
Apple has since added such a feature 
to its own Photos app, but it simply 
isn’t as powerful or effective as 
Google’s.

Sharing options

One of the key things we all like to 
do with our images is share them 
with other people. And on this front, 
Google Photos is way more powerful 
and flexible than Apple Photos.

With the latter, Shared Albums make 
it fine for a small selection of images, 
but it’s quite limited. For larger scale 
sharing – or even if you want to share 
your whole library – Google Photos 
is much better equipped. It takes a 
cloud-based approach, and lets you 
instantly integrate vast swathes of 
photos from different accounts.

Cross-platform support

Somewhat related to the last point, 
Google Photos is simply far more 
open and accessible to more people 
than Apple’s solution. You can freely 
access your photos on more or less 
any device with Google, from web 
browsers to iOS and Android apps.

Apple has improved accessibility 
much more, but there still isn’t a 
native Photos app for Android. Nor 
can you access your images on as 
many streaming devices or smart TVs 
as you can with Google Photos.  n



Ask an expert
Your questions answered

No time to drop into the Apple Store 
and ask the Genius Bar for help with 
your iPhone? Maybe our resident expert 
could help instead!

If you have a question, send it to swipe-
ideas@intelligenti.com and we may 
include the answer in the next issue of 
Swipe!

Q How can I totally close an app 
so it’s not using the battery in 
any way?  - Sandy

Good question! It’s actually a common 
misconception that manually closing 
apps will increase your battery life. This 
may have been true in the early days of 
the iPhone but nowadays iOS has a lot 
of very clever memory management 
features to automatically ensure it 
doesn’t waste power.

If you do need to manually close an app 
for any reason, you can do it by swiping 
up from the home bar at the bottom of 
the screen and holding your finger in 
the middle of the display for a second. 
This reveals a carousel of recently used 
apps which you can ‘force quit’ by 
swiping them up until they disappear.

This can be necessary to do if an app 
has crashed or you’re certain it’s using 
power in the background for location 
services, etc. However, as a general rule 
it actually takes more battery power to 
manually close and reopen apps all the 
time. This is because when apps are 
‘paused’ in the background they are 
inactive, but can spring back to life very 
quickly when you need them.

If you manually close an app it will need 
to go through its startup routines again 
next time instead of simply ‘unpausing,’ 
which is usually a bigger battery drain.

Now turn the page to see what’s in 
your next issue of Swipe

mailto:swipe-ideas%40intelligenti.com?subject=Question%20for%20Swipe
mailto:swipe-ideas%40intelligenti.com?subject=Question%20for%20Swipe


In your next packed issue...

Reviews
Stay informed on the latest 
and greatest apps and 
games for iOS

Features & Roundups
•  Busting long-standing Apple myths
•  Top alternatives to Apple Music
•  How to properly care for your AirPods

iPhone
NEWS • REVIEWS • TIPS
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SWIPE

Latest news
Catch up on all the most 
recent news from the world 
of Apple and iPhone

Keep in contact...

Liked This?
Tap here to review us on the 

App Store so we can continue to bring you 
more useful advice and tips

http://www.facebook.com/swipenewsapp
http://www.twitter.com/swipenewsapp
mailto:swipe%40intellgienti.com?subject=Feedback%20for%20Swipe%2056
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