


Hey there Swipe readers,

We’ve got a juicy issue for you this 
time, with some fantastic Reviews 
to check out. Not only is there a new 
Fantastical for the first time in five 
years, but one of the App Store’s 
earliest word game hits has been 
revamped in a major way. There’s 
also an amazingly funny experimental 
app that shows how far A.I. has come 
(and how far it has left to go) and an 
app to help you shore up your online 
privacy and security settings.

Our main roundup is looking once 
again at photo editing apps, this 
time with a focus on how to find the 
right app for a multitude of use cases, 
abilities, and devices. Whether you 
need a quick portrait touch-up on the 
iPhone or a cheaper alternative to 
Photoshop for iPad, we’ve got you.

As a digital magazine, we’ve been 
rocking a subscription model for 
years now – but our main Feature 
this issue examines the trend towards 
‘freemium’ subscription models in 
utility apps. It’s easy to feel annoyed 
at the number of developers after 
your monthly dollar these days, but 
is the subscription movement overall 
a good thing? We take a look at both 
sides of the argument.

Finally, we’ve got a News section 
looking at the big changes to both 
Google Maps and Apple Maps in 
recent days, and a How-To section 
with some great tips and tricks to 
help you get the most from your 
Apple devices. Happy reading!

Tom Rolfe 
Editor-in-Chief
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15th birthday
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iCloud.com  
goes mobile

Universal Purchases 
coming soon

Android following 
Apple’s security lead



Google Maps turns 15

Big update released for the 
popular mapping app

Google has just released a sizable 
update to its best-in-class Maps app 
as it celebrates fifteen years since the 
beginning of its ambitious quest to 
“map the world.”

A lot has changed since Google Maps 
first launched in 2005 with a desktop-
only web interface. What began as 
a simple A-to-B directions service 
has since evolved into a gargantuan 
repository of location data, including 
helpful details for “around 200 million” 
places worldwide. These days users are 
as likely to check into Google Maps for 
restaurant reviews and must-see tourist 
spots as they are for straightforward 
driving directions, and this latest 
update takes things even further in that 
direction.

This update is available around the 
world, and if you have automatic 
updates switched on you might already 
have it – you can tell by the app’s new 
logo, a multicolored map pin on a white 
background. Google says the new icon 
“represents the shift we’ve made from 
getting you to your destination to also 
helping you discover new places and 
experiences.”

The big interface change that shifts 
focus in the app comes in the form of 
a new tab bar, separating out five key 
aspects of the Google Maps experience: 
Explore, Commute, Saved, Contribute, 
and Updates. (In some regions, we’re 
seeing those last three replaced with a 
single For You tab instead.)

The rest of the app should still feel 
familiar, with popular features like 
Location Sharing and Offline Maps easily 
accessible from the menu in the top left. 
It’s clear Google wants to engage with 
user contributions – which it relies on for 
most of its data – more than ever, to fuel 
the easy discovery of new places.

Google also says there is a bunch of new 
capabilities to make planning journeys 
on public transit a lot better, and there 
are some exciting AR-driven directions 
coming to its Live View later this year.  n



Apple Maps upgrade

Super-detailed maps added
 
Google Maps may have just recently 
celebrated its 15th birthday with a big 
update, but did you know Apple Maps 
has been pretty busy of late too?

Apple famously lagged behind Google 
in the mapping game for some time, but 
a big push over the last year or so has 
really improved Apple Maps, making the 
distinction more of a matter of personal 
preference. Google still offers some 
great features like Offline Maps that 
Apple has yet to crack, but in key areas, 
Apple is making up ground.

Nowhere is this more apparent than in 
the redesign of the maps themselves, 
released to users in the US just last 
week. Across the country, the maps are 
so much more detailed than they were 
before, with more “comprehensive 
views of roads, buildings, parks, 
airports, malls and more.” Check out the 
comparison below – the difference is 
night and day.

This increase in detail should make 
finding your bearings – or a new favorite 
brunch spot – even easier. These 
changes also improve the navigation 
side of things, which Apple says is faster 
and more accurate than ever.

The impressive Look Around feature 
added in iOS 13 is slowly expanding its 
range, too. The interactive hi-res street 
imagery is now available for New York 
City, the San Francisco Bay Area, Los 
Angeles, Las Vegas, Houston and Oahu. 
Apple says many more cities are on their 
way.

Though the new and improved 
map currently only covers the US, a 
worldwide rollout is on the way, starting 
with Europe later this year.

If you’ve been on Team Google Maps 
until this point, now might be a good 
opportunity to give Apple Maps another 
chance – though its data sources aren’t 
quite as comprehensive as Google’s, 
its dedication to privacy and anonymity 
when tracking travel gives Apple an 
edge that will be important to many 
users.  n



iCloud goes mobile

Apple website finally  
available on iPhone

Apple has updated iCloud.com to make 
it compatible with mobile browsers – 
before now, it was resolutely desktop-
only. That means users can now log 
into the website with their Apple ID on 
iPhones and even Android smartphones.

iCloud.com grants remote access to the 
things you store or sync to iCloud, like 
your contacts, reminders, and photos. 
You can also access all the files kept 
in iCloud Drive, and use the tracking 
features of Find Friends and Find iPhone. 

The new mobile version of the site is a 
bit more limited, offering only a subset 
of those features right now: Photos, 
Notes, and Find iPhone. For the rest, 
you’ll need a computer or an iPad with 
iPadOS 13 and desktop-class Safari. 
But importantly, this mobile version 
also grants access to various Apple ID 
management settings.

In particular, we can see this new 
compatibility being useful for anyone 
who loses their device and doesn’t have 
easy access to a computer to use Find 
iPhone. It gives the option to borrow 
someone else’s smartphone – any make 
or model – to check up on their device. 
Remember that Apple’s Find My apps 
allow users to remotely lock their lost 
devices, or display a custom message on 
the lock screen in the hopes of it being 
found by a kindly stranger.

This could also be handy for anyone who 
no longer owns an iPhone but wishes to 
make changes to their Apple ID.

It would be nice to see even more 
features of iCloud come to the mobile 
website soon, but this is a promising 
start and certainly gives people more 
options for how to interact with their 
Apple ID and iCloud data. Check it out 
now by opening Safari and heading to 
iCloud.com.  n

http://icloud.com/
http://www.tapsmart.com/tips-and-tricks/find-device-track-lost-apple-kit-ipados-guide/
http://icloud.com/


Universal Purchase

Pay once, get apps for  
Mac and mobile

iPhone and iPad have had universal 
apps for a while now, but the Mac App 
Store has always been a separate beast. 
However, upcoming development 
tools from Apple allow for ‘Universal 
Purchases’ that apply across all 
compatible devices.

That means developers will soon have 
a way to bundle together apps across 
the macOS and iOS/iPadOS platforms, 
making things easier – and perhaps 
cheaper – for users.

This is all part of Apple’s ‘Project 
Catalyst,’ an initiative announced last 
year that aims to unify the platforms. 
It’s already provided tools to easily port 
iOS apps over to macOS, but this latest 
change means that users will no longer 
have to purchase both separately. Buy 
something on iPhone, and it could 
automatically download the equivalent 
version to your Mac – similar to the way 
synced purchases work across iPhone 
and iPad.

This feature is a part of the latest Xcode 
beta, with Apple suggesting Universal 
Purchases will go public sometime 
around March.

Apple is working on other features to 
help unify its products, too – in-app 
purchases will soon be coming to Apple 
Watch, meaning one more thing you can 
do untethered from the iPhone. Even 
cars will be in the mix, with updates to 
CarPlay coming soon alongside a new 
capability to unlock and start compatible 
cars using an iPhone or Apple Watch 
instead of a key.

We’ll have more on all these features 
when iOS 13.4 goes public.  n



Secure Enclave

Android smartphones following 
Apple’s security lead

A recent research study revealed 
that many of the biggest Android 
smartphone manufacturers have 
followed Apple’s example by including 
some kind of “Secure Enclave” to 
protect sensitive information on-device.

The Secure Enclave is an encrypted part 
of the iPhone’s A-series processor which 
handles sensitive data like your device 
passcode and biometric scans. iOS 
has no way to directly view or edit the 
information it stores – when you log in or 
authorize a payment iOS simply asks the 
chip if the passcode or biometric scan is 
a match. The Secure Enclave replies with 
a simple yes or no, all the while handling 
the sensitive stuff.

You can think of it like a safe, and though 
Apple has included this safe for several 
years now, it seems much of the Android 
world is only recently catching up. The 
report shows that the number of devices 
with “embedded hardware security” 
increased 39% over the course of 2019, 
meaning 89% of all shipments now 
include some form of hardware element 
along the lines of Apple’s Secure 
Enclave.

Meanwhile, Samsung and Google use 
a slightly different technique to achieve 
the same result.

Apple is often accused of “not 
innovating,” and while it’s true that it 
often waits for a technology to mature 
before bringing it to market – meaning 
it’s rarely the first to try an idea – it seems 
this is one case in which Apple has 
blazed a secure trail for others to follow.

You can argue about who did what 
first, who copied who, until the cows 
come home – but ultimately this kind of 
development is great for the industry. 
Mass adoption of this kind of security 
tech means more people get protected, 
no matter which brand they favor or how 
much money they have to spend on a 
phone.  n
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Best Photo Editors

Find the very best app no matter 
what your editing requirements

It’s always the same: you capture that 
perfect moment with your iPhone or 

iPad’s camera, only to later find it’s not 
so perfect after all. Perhaps the lighting 
is off. Maybe the colors aren’t as vivid 
as you remember. Or possibly an arm 
inconveniently entered the frame the 
moment you pressed the shutter.

Fortunately, help is at hand. The iPhone 
and iPad are blessed with some of the 
finest photo editors available for any 
platform. Whether you’re a beginner 
keen to add some tweaks, or a 
seasoned professional needing to make 
creative edits on the move, we’ve found 
the best photo editing apps for you.



If you download only one photo editor 
for your iPhone, make it Snapseed. 
Google’s freebie is a Swiss army 
knife for photo editing, packed full of 
features. It also smartly marries power 
and usability – mostly.

The Tools pane is an exception: load 
a pic, tap Tools, and your eyes are 
assaulted by a grid of icons. You might 
not realize, but the grid can be scrolled, 
to get at even more tools. It’s a bit 
overwhelming.

But spend time with the app, and you 
soon discover it’s a usable, powerful 
gem. Select Tune Image, for example, 
and it defaults to a Brightness tool. 
Drag left and right to adjust brightness, 
or up and down to select a different 
property, like Contrast or Saturation. It’s 
tactile and intuitive.

There’s great range in the tools, 
which include essentials (cropping; 
perspective; healing; levels), creative 
fare (vignette; double exposure; filters) 
and the bizarre (such as the terrifying 
‘head pose’).

Best of all, edits aren’t set in stone 
– you can open your edit ‘stack’ to 
adjust previously applied settings or 
remove an effect entirely. Stacks you’re 
especially proud of can be saved as a 
bespoke ‘look’ – Snapseed parlance for 
a one-tap filter.

So whether you’re a beginner or after 
something deeper, Snapseed hits the 
spot.

SNAPSEED

SNAPSEEDSNAPSEED

PRICE:  FREE    SIZE:  95.8 MB

Best free iPhone editor

https://apps.apple.com/app/snapseed/id439438619?ign-mpt=uo%3D8


Snapseed exists for iPad – and it’s solid. 
But it doesn’t make great use of the 
iPad’s huge screen. Darkroom, though, 
feels like it was tailor-made for the 
iPad’s larger display.

Smartly, the app directly integrates with 
your photos, enabling you to quickly 
browse existing snaps, categories, and 
albums. Tap a pic and it opens, ready 
for editing, with a swiftness that echoes 
Apple’s Photos.

Editing is broadly split into cropping 
and perspective tools, filters, and a 
bunch of sliders for adjustments. Splash 
out ten bucks and you also get Color 
and Curves tools. Fashion a particularly 
snazzy effect, and it can be saved as a 
custom filter.

Beyond that, there’s a simple frames 
tool, and some carefully considered 
export options – you can define a 
format, and embed metadata to add 
authorship and rights details. Because 
edits are non-destructive, you’ve scope 
for experimenting and trying new 
things.

To some extent, Darkroom is about 
feeling. The thumb-able sliders and 
streamlined interface are usable, 
approachable, and tactile. And 
although there is that ‘pro’ option 
for gaining extra goodies, this app 
comes highly recommended in its free 
incarnation. It’s ideal if you want a more 
powerful editor than Photos, fancy 
something tuned to Apple’s tablet, and 
don’t want to deal with the complexity 
of something like Affinity Photo.

DARKROOM

DARKROOMDARKROOM

PRICE:  FREE or $10/£10    SIZE:  57 MB

Best free iPad editor

https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id953286746


There’s a sense of ambition about 
Pixelmator that in key ways propels it 
beyond other iPhone photo editors. 
Based on the Mac app of the same 
name, it attempts to bring to your 
iPhone the power of an app that’s 
broadly similar to Photoshop, along 
with a large number of its tools. If you 
want to do complex, professional edits 
on iPhone, Pixelmator is your sole 
viable choice.

Fortunately, it’s a solid app. There’s 
a robust layering system, so you can 
import multiple images, and work 
with text-based elements that remain 
editable. You get a slew of brushes, 
effects, and expressive tools. This 
means you can paint out/retouch part 
of a photo, add virtual light leaks to ape 
old-school photography, or go nuts and 
warp your subject matter into oblivion.

The one downside of Pixelmator is it 
feels like an app that’s too big for an 
iPhone. With there not being space 
for loads of desktop-style palettes on 
the screen, it can be a chore to switch 
between tools and settings. Still, on 
a larger iPhone in landscape, you can 
at least view layers and your canvas 
simultaneously; and if you’re a patient, 
ambitious photo editor armed with an 
iPhone, Pixelmator may be the best 
purchase you make on the App Store.

PIXELMATOR

PIXELMATORPIXELMATOR

PRICE:  $5/£5    SIZE:  154 MB

Best pro-level iPhone editor

https://apps.apple.com/app/pixelmator/id924695435?ign-mpt=uo%3D8


You may know Adobe Photoshop now 
exists on iPad. The thing is, Affinity 
Photo got there first, with a similar raft 
of pro-grade features; and right now, 
it’s objectively the better choice – along 
with being significantly cheaper. (For 
the same price as Affinity Photo you’d 
only get two months of a Photoshop 
subscription.)

Like any pro app, Affinity Photo isn’t 
something you’re going to grasp in 
an instant. It’s packed full of high-end 
tools, many of which are buried in 
palettes that can initially overwhelm. 
Even Photoshop aficionados may 
initially come unstuck at what first 
appears to be an alien workspace.

Stick with it, though, and Affinity Photo 
proves transformative. It’s fast, works 
wonderfully with Apple Pencil, and 
gives you the means and space to 
craft ludicrously complex and detailed 
layered projects – or just zero in on key 
problems within a photo, and deftly 
deal with them.

So for retouching, subtle adjustments, 
tricky selections (including hair/fur), 
and lens corrections, Affinity Photo is 
a great choice; but also, its range of 
filters, blend modes, Liquify toolset, 
and lighting effects give you options 
to get a bit more creative than merely 
adjusting contrast or removing a bit of 
dust from an otherwise pristine snap.

AFFINITY PHOTO

AFFINITY PHOTOAFFINITY PHOTO

PRICE:  $20/£20    SIZE:  1.1 GB

Best pro-level iPad editor

https://apps.apple.com/app/affinity-photo/id1117941080


This editor makes a big deal about its 
curves tools – for good reason. Select 
one of them and you get a histogram 
overlay and functionality you might 
have enjoyed using in Photoshop. You 
can quickly add points and fiddle with 
the line, thereby subtly or dramatically 
altering your snap’s appearance by 
tweaking highlights, shadows, and 
color levels in an intuitive way.

But MaxCurve isn’t just about curves. 
There’s a cropping tool, borders, and 
a bokeh effect. You can use sliders to 
change the visual appearance of your 
image through sharpness, grain, and 
pixelation settings. And if you fancy 
adding a border, that only requires a 
couple of taps.

Like Snapseed, MaxCurve edits are 
applied in a non-destructive manner. 
Tap the Layer tool and you can disable 
effects you’ve already added, draw 
masks to apply effects to specific areas 
of the image, and create new color and 
texture overlays that can be blended 
with what’s beneath them.

Given the pro-oriented nature of the 
tools, MaxCurve needs more time to 
get to grips with than Snapseed. But 
it’s worth the investment, and a number 
of built-in presets exist for perusal and 
deconstruction, so you can learn how 
to create your own.

MAXCURVE

MAXCURVEMAXCURVE

PRICE:  $3/£3    SIZE:  118 MB

Best iPhone app for quick edits

https://apps.apple.com/app/maxcurve/id1048026594?ign-mpt=uo%3D8


You should rightly be suspicious 
when any app claims it can fix your 
images with a single tap. Pixelmator 
Photo, though, in many circumstances 
genuinely manages this trick – at least if 
you set your expectations accordingly.

The app’s been trained on 20 million 
professional photos, so it knows what 
a decent pic looks like. Load one of 
yours, prod the ML (Machine Learning) 
button, and in an instant your picture’s 
balance, exposure, shadow, and 
highlight details will be improved. 
Probably.

It doesn’t always work. Sunsets are 
a problem (unless you want to make 
the scene look like it was shot during 
daylight). For the most part, though, 
Pixelmator Photo feels like magic 
beneath your thumb; and although 
other apps have similar features, most 
tend to go overboard with corrections, 
whereas this one’s changes are subtle 
and lifelike.

This isn’t a one-trick pony. Should you 
feel the need, you can delve into a full 
suite of filters, or open up a sidebar 
with loads of sliders and levels graphs 
to fiddle around with. Even if you never 
stray beyond the ML button, though, 
this one’s worth five bucks – assuming 
you value great-looking photos. But if 
you do dig deeper, Pixelmator Photo is 
one of the biggest bargains on iPad.

PIXELMATOR PHOTO

PIXELMATOR PHOTOPIXELMATOR PHOTO

PRICE:  $5/£5    SIZE:  186 MB

Best iPad app for quick edits

https://apps.apple.com/app/pixelmator-photo/id1444636541


This one’s welded to your Home screen 
anyway, and so you might as well use 
it. For quick non-destructive crops and 
adjustments, it’s not bad.

PHOTOSPHOTOS

PRICE:  Free with device

Also consider...

MEXTURESMEXTURES

PRICE:  $2/£2    SIZE:  157 MB

MEXTURES

By far the best app for adding grime, 
textures, and light leaks to your snaps. 
Great whether you craft layered grunge 
yourself, or use one of the many 
readymade combinations.

PHOTOFOXPHOTOFOX

PRICE:  FREE +IAP    SIZE:  239 MB

PHOTOFOX

Other apps do the multiple-exposure 
thing, but Enlight Photofox is 
particularly effective at placing a 
second photo atop an existing one, and 
letting you adjust its properties.

TOUCHRETOUCHTOUCHRETOUCH

PRICE:  $2/£2    SIZE:  23.6 MB

TOUCHRETOUCH

It’s a big ask for an app to magically 
remove unwanted items on photos by 
you painting them away; nonetheless, 
TouchRetouch makes such a task 
relatively painless.

ADD TEXTADD TEXT

PRICE:  FREE    SIZE:  63.6 MB

ADD TEXT

You can add text to a pic with Snapseed 
but if you fancy a bespoke, focused app 
for doing so, Add Text is full-featured, 
easy to use, and totally free.

TYPORAMATYPORAMA

PRICE:  FREE +IAP    SIZE:  179 MB

TYPORAMA

Should you want ‘designed’ text, but 
not be a designer, Typorama can help. 
Enter your words, select a style, and 
you instantly get beautiful typography 
atop your pic.

PICFRAMEPICFRAME

PRICE:  $2/£2    SIZE:  25.4 MB

PICFRAME

PicCollage has more features than 
this app – but also requires monthly 
IAP. PicFrame, though, for two bucks 
quickly lets you combine multiple snaps 
into great-looking grids.

https://apps.apple.com/app/mextures/id650415564
https://apps.apple.com/app/enlight-photofox-digital-art/id1191337894
https://apps.apple.com/app/touchretouch/id373311252
https://apps.apple.com/app/add-text-write-on-photos/id1471555670
https://apps.apple.com/app/typorama-art-and-poster-maker/id978659937
https://apps.apple.com/app/picframe/id433398108


FANTASTICAL 3FANTASTICAL 3

DEVELOPER: FLEXIBITS
PRICE:  FREE or $5/£5 monthly

SIZE:  101 MB 
VERSION:  3.04

PLATFORM:  iPHONE & iPAD

A generous premium gaming 
subscription with a free tier

We don’t need to invest much 
time in talking about Fantastical. 

It’s been around for years and is often 
lauded for its smart dynamic interface 
and natural language input. With this 
big numbered update – its first in five 
years – Fantastical brings new features, 
but also a new payment model which 
has threatened to turn its user base on 
its head.

We’re now living in the time of the 
great subscription model gold rush, 
in which developers find themselves 
desperate to snag the attention of 
users that –  thanks to the popularity of 
Netflix, Spotify, and others – are now 
finding themselves increasingly willing 
to pay monthly for a service. But not 
everybody is happy with such a switch.

And those angry users have made 
themselves vocal – since this update 
went live, we’ve seen the usually 5-star 
rated app drop to around 2.5 stars in 
the App Store. But is this a justified 
response or a toddler tantrum? To be 
fair, the app still offers a huge number 
of features – many of which are now 
accessible on a new entirely free tier. 
Let’s take a closer look.

There’s now feature parity across 
iPhone, iPad, Mac, and Apple Watch 
– as well as seamless compatibility 
between the lot. That means 
Fantastical’s apps are no longer 
individually priced; one subscription 
covers everything. There’s a free tier, 
too, and even these basics outshine 
the default iOS Calendar app. The devs 
were keen to ensure that any users who 
previously paid for Fantastical 2 will 
keep all their existing features without 
requiring a subscription – a fact that 
seems to have been largely missed by 
the naysayers.

In terms of new features, highlights 
include the ability to switch between 
Calendar sets based on your location. 
That means when you’re in the office 
Fantastical will only interact with your 
work appointments, but as soon as 
you get home it switches back to your 
personal calendar.

Elsewhere, we have souped-up 
meeting tools and an upgrade to the 
app’s natural language input tools for 
predictive event creation. Fantastical 
also boasts 10-day weather forecasts 
for meetings and events (3 days on 
the free plan) and the ability to browse 
a variety of pre-populated calendars 
for various things like sports or 
entertainment. There’s also decent task 
support with Todoist and Google Tasks, 
and the ability to explore full day, week, 
month, and annual calendar views.

Visually, the app has received a general 
spruce-up – nothing drastic, but a 
pleasant redesign across the board.

This controversial subscription will no 
doubt alienate some of Fantastical’s 
fanbase, which is a real shame when 
the app is still hands-down the best 
calendar on the App Store.

Power users won’t balk at $5/month for 
this level of productivity, while for the 
first time free users can have a slice of 
the Fantastical pie. It’s those medium-
level users in between who may 
shudder at the long-term subscription 
costs, and for those people there are 
certainly cheaper alternatives out there.

But if you’re still wilding an angry 
pitchfork, it’s worth reading Flexibits’ 
blog post justifying the changes 
before making a decision.  n

THE GOOD

Lots of new features

Simplified cross-platform use

Finally, a free tier!

THE BAD

Subscription won’t suit everyone

DOWNLOAD

4.5

VERDICT

Still the best calendar 
app, if you can afford it

REVIEW by ANDY PRICE

Your standard events ticker  
feels the same as ever

The monthly view, alongside the 
weekly and annual views can be 

accessed with a subscription

There are plenty of options for 
adding an event – now including 

proposing alternative times

The app has built-in  
weather projection

Location-based calendars  
are a nice touch

https://flexibits.com/blog/2020/01/say-hello-to-the-new-fantastical-for-mac-ipad-iphone-and-apple-watch/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/fantastical-calendar-tasks/id718043190


SPELLTOWER+SPELLTOWER+

DEVELOPER: ZACH GAGE
PRICE: FREE ($5/£5 full version)

SIZE:  148 MB 
VERSION:  1.0.8

PLATFORM:  iPHONE & iPAD

A scrubbed up App Store classic

Indie developer Zach Gage can be 
counted minor App Store royalty 

these days. His last game, Card of 
Darkness, brought about an Apple-
backed team-up with Adventure Time 
creator Pendleton Ward, while a faithful 
rabble of subjects eagerly anticipates 
his every release.

It all started with one game: SpellTower. 
This 2011 App Store hit ingeniously 
fused together elements of Boggle 
and Tetris to produce something fresh, 
setting the ideological template for 
subsequent Gage joints.

Now, almost a decade on, SpellTower+ 
gives the original game a thorough 
spruce up for the iPhone 11 era. And it 
remains a total delight to play.

There’s a daunting amount of scope to 
any round of SpellTower+, regardless 
of which of the 11 modes you play. It’s 
not so much the jumble of letters that 
greets you at the onset of a round, but 
rather the fact that you have free rein to 
drag out words in any way you see fit.

Your creations don’t have to travel 
in a certain direction, or even in a 
straight line. They can cross over each 
other multiple times, on the diagonal, 
backwards, forwards.

It can be strangely paralyzing, sitting 
there trying to find the longest word 
possible. But that would be to miss 
the point in all but one of the modes. 
SpellTower is as much a puzzle game 
as a word game, with a growing grid 
of letters that needs to be strategically 
pruned and managed.

Indeed, scoring a five-letter word is 
pretty tricky under these circumstances 
– a fact that’s driven home by the extra 
block-busting reward you receive for 
doing so.

And busting blocks really is important 
here. Each letter is a physical brick in 
a growing tower. Form a word and 
those bricks will smash, allowing the 
letters above to clunk down into place. 
It’s what makes SpellTower+ the most 
tactile word game on the block since, 
well, SpellTower.

While the core game is much the same 
as before, Gage has added a bunch of 
new flourishes and modes. Yellow letter 
blocks double your score, while blue 
blocks will wipe out an entire row of 
letters like a Tetris match.

New modes like Bubble Puzzle 
add interesting variables like the 
requirement to ‘pop’ bubbled letters 
with adjacent words before they can 
be used. Blitz ups the speed (and 
thus difficulty) significantly. Search, 
meanwhile, gives you a series of 
entertaining one-hit longest word 
tasks.

SpellTower+’s visual improvements 
mirror those of the gameplay. A subtle 
nip here, a thoughtful embellishment 
there. It’s a stylish yet modestly 
understated thing to behold.

Really, the ‘+’ tells the whole story 
here. SpellTower+ isn’t a sequel – it’s 
SpellTower, only more so. And for 
anyone who’s ever enjoyed playing 
a mobile word game to any degree, 
that should be sufficient to make it an 
essential download.  n

THE GOOD

Fusion of puzzle and word game

Crisp presentation

Variety of modes and modifiers

THE BAD

Still basically SpellTower

DOWNLOAD

4.5

VERDICT

A true word game classic

REVIEW BY JON MUNDY

Five letter words destroy all 
surrounding blocks

Blue letter squares wipe  
out an entire row

Search mode asks you to  
make a single large word

This being 2020, there’s a Dark Mode

One cool feature is the ability  
to ‘Challenge’ words

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/spelltower/id1490605957


AI DUNGEONAI DUNGEON

DEVELOPER: NICHOLAS WALTON
PRICE:  FREE

SIZE:  15.8 MB 
VERSION:  1.1.7

PLATFORM:  iPHONE & iPAD

Freeform narrative adventures 

AI Dungeon evokes classic ’70s 
text adventures like Colossal Cave 

Adventure and Zork, where players 
forged their own narrative paths using 
crude text inputs.

While such games tended to be built 
within tight narrative frameworks, 
you genuinely don’t know where an 
AI Dungeon story is going to take 
you. This turns out to be both the 
game’s biggest strength and a glaring 
weakness.

You start each tale out by selecting 
one of four well-established settings: 
fantasy, mystery, apocalyptic, and 
zombies. You can also establish a 
suitable role within those distinct 
universes.

AI Dungeon will then proceed to spit 
expository paragraphs at you on this 
theme. You can guide what happens 
by typing responses, from simple 
commands like ‘run away’ to more 
complex commands like ‘go and buy 
some coffee then steal a bazooka’, or 
even issue direct speech if you pop the 
text into quotation marks.

AI Dungeon will then use its AI engine 
– trained by reading the internet – 
to respond and to steer the story 
in a naturalistic way. The results are 
occasionally impressive, sometimes 
funny, and frequently confounding.

The first logical anomaly presents 
itself within a minute of starting my 
first adventure. The locked door 
I’m presented with at the outset of 
an apocalyptic scenario suddenly 
becomes a wide open door without a 
lock. I proceed to attack the door with 
my rusty knife, and suddenly it opens. 
Wrap your head around that one.

Numerous quirks immediately follow, 
from being told that I was stabbed 
‘again’ in my sleep (there was no first 
time) to running to the local hospital 
and having the wound looked at by a 
doctor. Which deflates the whole post-
apocalyptic vibe somewhat.

Then there’s the occasion I came 
across a scared fellow survivor, and 
proceeded to go from reassuring the 
person to sleeping with them within 
two innocuous lines. That’s what 
learning from the internet will get you, I 
suppose.

On another run, I was a detective on 
a murder case. What unfolded can 
only be described as a fever dream 
of frustratingly vague witnesses and 
bizarre non-sequiturs. And not in an 
artfully noirish way either.

At other times, AI Dungeon can be 
thrillingly on point. Having instructed 
to get to high ground during a zombie 
attack, my words were interpreted 
perfectly. The game also showed 
signs of remembering previous 
commands, such as when I added the 
aforementioned bazooka theft request 
as a supplemental detail. An explosive 
twist duly cropped up a couple of lines 
later.

The custom adventure mode also 
impressed. My gritty self-penned 
scenario about a down-and-out 
San Franciscan fleeing across the 
Mexican border with some purloined 
contraband played out surprisingly 
organically – at least initially.

Even when a story makes occasional 
sense, though, there’s the persistent 
feeling that you’re the one doing all 
the heavy lifting. It’s even up you to 
wrap the story up and purposefully 
start again. There’s just no recognizable 
thread or resolution to any of its 
freeform tales, which leaves you 
simultaneously impressed and curiously 
unsatisfied.  n

THE GOOD

Varied and often hilarious stories

Custom mode can feel magical

Cool quotation system

THE BAD

Frequent logical errors

Narratives too passive and vague

No resolution to stories

DOWNLOAD

3.5

VERDICT

Impressive, funny,  
but rarely satisfying

REVIEW by JON MUNDY

There are four scenarios and  
a custom mode

Narratives rarely follow  
a logical course

Stories are full of  
inconsistencies and errors

Well that wasn’t what I was  
going for at all…

Sometimes the AI will short out

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/ai-dungeon/id1491268416


JUMBO:JUMBO:
PRIVACY & SECURITYPRIVACY & SECURITY

DEVELOPER: 2121 ATELIER
PRICE:  FREE

SIZE:  249 MB 
VERSION:  1.35.1

PLATFORM:  iPHONE

Archive historic tweets, delete your 
Google search history, and more in 
this smart-but-simple security app

More than ever, Internet privacy 
and security are high on the 

agenda – we’re becoming increasingly 
aware that online data isn’t as safe as 
we might think, but it’s sometimes hard 
to know what to do. Here just in time to 
help is Jumbo, a free app for iPhone that 
can give you a comprehensive security 
health-check.

Jumbo aims to make it easy for users 
to take control of their online personal 
data. This might be Google tracking 
and search history, or historic social 
media posts (which can sometimes land 
you in hot water).

When you first launch the app, Jumbo 
asks which services you use – all the big 
names are there, including social media 
platforms like Facebook and Instagram. 
After tapping through, you’re taken 
to Jumbo’s Home screen, where 
recommendations – or “Alerts” – start 
to appear.

Alerts are grouped by service or app, 
and help you boost your security 
one step at a time. A Google alert 
may prove particularly revealing, 
highlighting saved searches, locations 
from Google Maps, and YouTube 
browsing history.

With a tap, you can enable auto-delete 
and Jumbo will remove your personal 
data from Google’s grubby paws 
entirely in the background.

Perhaps most useful is the app’s social 
media integration. Jumbo can hook 
up to Twitter and will scan through to 
see how many ancient tweets you have 
gathering dust. You’ve then got the 
option to archive anything older than a 
specific time period – archiving either 
saves the tweets to your iPhone (where 
they’re housed in Jumbo’s in-app vault) 
or to Dropbox.

Unfortunately, iCloud Drive support 
isn’t available, though it’s listed as 
“coming soon.” Plus, due to Twitter’s 
API, it’s not possible for Jumbo to 
archive more than 3,200 tweets (the 
same limitation is imposed on all Twitter 
cleanup services).

And then there’s the app’s Facebook 
integration – here, Jumbo can check for 
old posts in the same way, but it can 
also help users tune-up their privacy 
settings to low, medium, or high.

Of course, when it comes to inputting 
your usernames and passwords, 
Jumbo either grabs these from iCloud 
Keychain or saves them there – the app 
doesn’t store your data on its servers in 
any way, shape, or form. And if you’re 
concerned about how exactly Jumbo is 
making money, relax: the service isn’t 
selling your data – instead, premium 
features will soon be added which will 
be paid extras.

The whole process couldn’t be easier – 
Jumbo is well-designed and will prove 
easy to use, even for those new to the 
world of iOS and Internet security.

Granted, there are some missing 
services – Instagram is a big name 
that Jumbo doesn’t yet support, and 
given the picture-sharing nature of the 
platform it’s likely a service that many 
users would appreciate cleaning up. 
This, too, is coming soon, according to 
Jumbo’s developer, so stay tuned.

Jumbo is, overall, a fine app, and one 
that’s especially needed in this day and 
age. It is, in fact, an app that all iPhone 
owners should install – especially since 
it’s available to download and use 
entirely free of charge.  n

THE GOOD

Take control of your privacy

Auto-delete tracking

Clean up your social media

THE BAD

No support for iCloud Drive

No support for Instagram

DOWNLOAD

4.0

VERDICT

Comprehensive security 
health check

REVIEW by JOE WHITE

Jumbo’s supported services

Gmail tracking history

Google is watching you

Deleting your historic tweets

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/jumbo-privacy-security/id1454039975


A lavish first-person puzzler in the 
vein of Myst, The Room, or even 

the developer’s own Forever Lost 
series. Veritas kicks off with your 
character waking up in a mysteriously 
abandoned underground facility, 
and then tasks you with scouring the 
environment for clues. There’s also a 
neat-looking camera system at play 
here that enables you to document 
your discoveries and use the clues to 
help solve the head-scratching puzzles 
that are thrown your way.  n

VERITASVERITAS
PRICE:  $5/£5
SIZE:  686 MB    VERSION:  1.0.2

Remember when Vine seemed like 
the next big thing, and seemingly 

everyone was using the app to shoot 
and share 6-second video loops? Byte 
is an unashamed attempt to resurrect 
that once-thriving community from 
none other than Vine co-founder 
Dom Hofmann. Of course, it’ll have to 
contend with a certain TikTok if it’s to 
succeed with the youth of today. But 
the app is slick and intuitive, and there’s 
a solid curation system for highlighting 
amusing clips of people doing silly 
things.  n

DOWNLOAD

BYTEBYTE  
 
PRICE:  FREE
SIZE:  50.9 MB    VERSION:  0.2.2

DOWNLOAD

T his is the kind of quirky and tactile 
casual physics game that used to 

be common on the App Store, but has 
fallen out of fashion somewhat. Cookies 
Must Die injects fresh life into the ‘drag 
to fling’ mechanic made popular by 
Angry Birds, using it to fuel a fast-
paced bullet-time action-platformer. 
The graphics are bright and sharp, the 
gameplay’s smooth and deeply silly, 
and there are endless mutant cookies 
(you read that right) to splat.  n

DOWNLOAD

COOKIES COOKIES 
MUST DIEMUST DIE
 
PRICE:  FREE
SIZE: 427 MB    VERSION:  1.0.3

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/byte-creativity-first/id1441800002
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/veritas/id1490093407
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/cookies-must-die/id1482634275


FEATURE

Subscription Apps: 
Pros and Cons 

 
Why are so many apps moving 

to a subscription model, and 
what does it mean for you?

Software pricing was once very 
simple: you paid for a product; the 
end. Perhaps you’d get a discount 
when a new version was released, 
but otherwise this was the most basic 
type of transaction. On mobile, things 
are no longer so straightforward – 
and that’s because we’ve entered the 
era of app subscriptions.

On iPhone and iPad, apps have in 
recent years increasingly embraced 
monthly pricing, which has resulted 
in some people going berserk. 
On discovering an app’s using 
subscription pricing, keyboard 
warriors the world over leap into 
action, leaving angry one-star App 
Store reviews due to developers 
“ripping them off”.

Subscriptions, it seems, aren’t terribly 
popular. But why is that the case? 
And if subscription pricing provokes 
such visceral reactions, why are app 
creators increasingly turning to this 
payment model?

Race to the bottom
To understand how we ended up 
here, we must travel back to the dawn 
of the App Store. In those heady days, 
apps were initially priced sensibly 
– even basic utilities often cost five 
bucks. But everything was upended 
by a ferocious race to the bottom 
that obliterated any notion of value 
on iPhone. Increasingly, app creators 
were fighting for scraps.

Games became infested with ads, as 
did quite a few apps. Some premium 
products soldiered on, albeit at price 
points lower than equivalent desktop 
fare. And even there, the App 
Store trained people to expect free 
updates, forever (and, in some cases, 
entirely free premium-quality apps). 
That’s fine for a company like Apple, 
which can afford to give away Pages 
and GarageBand; not so much for 
app creators who depend on income 
from app sales.

Furthermore, some apps have 
further associated costs you may 
not be aware of. One example is the 
highly-regarded weather app Carrot 
Weather, a premium offering that 
raised eyebrows on introducing an 
additional multi-tier subscription to 
unlock many of its features.

“I added that out of necessity,” says 
creator Brian Mueller. “Weather 
data gets very expensive because 
providers charge for each update 
request. The Apple Watch app 
refreshes constantly throughout the 
day to keep its complications up 
to date. Without the subscription, 
I’d in a year lose money over what 
someone originally paid for the app.”

The choice, he says, was in offering 
the subscription, or not adding 
such features at all. Still, Carrot’s 
subscription is at least optional – but 
that’s not always the case.

by CRAIG GRANNELL

https://apps.apple.com/app/carrot-weather/id961390574
https://apps.apple.com/app/carrot-weather/id961390574


Market forces
When version 3 of calendar app 
Fantastical was revealed, its new 
features came at a price – one you 
now pay Flexibits on a monthly basis. 
Whereas Fantastical 1 and 2 were 
yours to keep, for a one-off payment, 
Fantastical 3 costs a fiver a month.

The app’s creators were ready for 
the inevitable backlash. The thinking 
behind the change was outlined in a 
reasoned blog post, which says it no 
longer makes sense to sell separate 
versions of Fantastical for a range of 
platforms. Instead, it’s more logical, 
sustainable, and user-friendly to have 
people pay for entry, and use the app 
on whatever device they like.

Monthly income from subscriptions 
can positively impact on an app’s 
development cycle too.

“A single, simple subscription allows 
us to offer all platforms and all 
features for one reasonable monthly 
or yearly price,” says Flexibits co-
founder Michael Simmons. “But also, 
a subscription has the benefit where 
we can develop major new features 
and release them as they are done, 
rather than planning and waiting for 
major upgrades every few years.”

In transition
For anyone willing to pay for a 
favorite app, that notion of ongoing 
improvements, rather than a sporadic 
bump, should appeal. But Flexibits 
went further, softening the transition 
in other ways. The base app became 
free, with a limited feature set, and 
a 14-day trial anyone could try. For 
existing owners of version 2, features 
they’d paid for remain unlocked, 
forever; and for no further outlay, said 
users gain access to bug fixes, and 
new interface elements.

Yet this still didn’t stop lots of people 
getting angry. Perhaps that’s less to 
do with Fantastical, and more down 
to inherent issues with subscriptions 
as a whole. There’s clearly a growing 
concern about subscription fatigue. 
As more elements of life shift from 
ownership to rental models, costs 
rack up.

Great New App X might be a bargain 
at only five bucks a month, but when 
you’ve dozens or more subscriptions 
on the go, payments can seem 
relentless and never-ending.

Also, some subscriptions just aren’t 
worth the money. Some app creators 
never make good on promises to 
regularly update apps, leaving them 
to stagnate. Others get greedy, 
demanding fees that have poisoned 
the idea of subscriptions for a great 
many people. We’re never going 
to be convinced any filters app, 
breathing aid, or coloring book is 
worth five bucks a week (and we’ve 
seen plenty with price tags at this 
point or higher). To put that into 
perspective, that’s twice the cost of a 
subscription to Adobe Photoshop.

App to the future
Doubtless, some apps will stick with 
traditional purchase models, or flirt 
with advertising and other means of 
generating income. But whatever 
your thoughts on subscriptions, they 
may well prove to be the most viable 
option for funding high-quality apps 
on mobile and beyond.

This line of thinking is borne out 
by Apple’s recent announcement 
about universal apps. As of March 
2020, developers will be able to 
distribute iPhone, iPad, Mac and 
Apple TV versions of an app as a 
single universal purchase. It’s likely 
developers will come in for criticism 
if they don’t offer universal apps, 
and yet doing so without shifting to 
subscription pricing would for a great 
many apps stretch sustainability to 
breaking point.

Where this leaves users is unclear. 
Viability for app creators is vital, or 
apps go away. But also, the average 
iPhone owner won’t stomach several 
dozen products each taking a 
monthly fee. As ever when spending 
money, you must figure out what’s 
most important to you, and reward 
those products that do a good job 
when you decide to support them.

m your favorite flicks on to the wall, 
for a homemade grand cinematic 
event – or be an amusingly over-the-
top way of working through YouTube 
playlists.  n

https://apps.apple.com/app/fantastical-2-for-iphone/id718043190
https://flexibits.com/blog/2020/01/say-hello-to-the-new-fantastical-for-mac-ipad-iphone-and-apple-watch/
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Clear out your 
‘other’ stoage

Auto-enhancing snaps 
with Pixelmator Photo

Ask an expert

Use Tile to keep 
track of your things

PLUS



The Other Side

How to clear out your  
iPhone’s “other” storage space

Even though Apple offers its devices 
with some pretty hefty storage 
options, the cost of these upgrades 
means users often plump for the 
cheapest option. 64GB – or even 
16GB if you have an older model – 
can quickly fill up, leaving iPhones 
uses to snuffle around for little truffles 
of storage space, ripe to free up.

One place this can be is hidden under 
a rather vague ‘Other’ category in 
Settings. The problem is, once you’ve 
gone to Settings > General > iPhone 
Storage and examined the storage 
breakdown, there’s little indication on 
what you can do beyond that.

It can be hard to define this nebulous 
Other category because it can 
encompass so many different things, 
from extra Siri voices to caches of 
uncleared streaming media.

Here, then, are a few tips for reducing 
that number and freeing up some 
much-needed space on your device.

Clear out Safari’s cache

If you use Apple’s browser a lot, it’ll 
build up quite a bank of data and 
caches. Go to Settings > General > 
iPhone Storage and locate Safari. 
Tap on that and on the next page 
you’ll see the Website Data option. 
Swipe to the left and tap delete.

You can also do this for offline reading 
lists and downloads to clear up even 
more space.

Review Messages data

The Messages app can store a lot 
of data too, including old media 
attachments. It makes sense to 
regularly review this data and 
manually delete what you don’t need.

You can do this by going to Settings 
> General > iPhone Storage and 
then either tap the Messages option 
or ‘Review Large Attachments‘ at 
the top. The former will let you delete 
individual conversations or media, 
while the latter lets you easily remove 
the biggest offenders. Simply swipe 
left on an item to easily delete.

Remove Mail cache

The Mail app can also build up quite 
a sizeable cache – but there’s a simple 
way to clear it. Not quite as simple 
as tapping a button, but almost. The 
method is to remove and then re-add 
your mail accounts.

Go to Settings > Passwords & 
Accounts then tap on your email 
account, scroll down and tap Delete 
Account and then confirm Delete 
from my iPhone. Then all you have 
to do is tap Back and then add your 
account again.

These three tips will get you started, 
but you can also go through many 
apps manually to remove caches and 
downloaded data. Every app varies 
but many utilities have some form of 
function that will purge cached data. 
If not, you can always delete and 
redownload an app to ditch anything 
it saved since its initial installation. 
Good luck!  n



ML Enhance

Use Pixelmator’s machine 
learning to auto-tune your pics

Pixelmator Photo is one of the best 
iOS photo editors out there, and ML 
Enhance is arguably its best feature. 
With it, photographers can use their 
iPad to make impressive and effective 
edits to their photos with the tap of a 
single button.

What is it?

You can think of ML Enhance as a 
fancy auto-enhance tool. To put it 
simply, when you tap it, Pixelmator 
Photo automatically adjusts and 
improves your picture.

But in reality, there’s nothing simple 
about ML Enhance. Under the hood, 
the feature makes a wide range of 
adjustments, altering as many as 37 
different areas (like white balance, 
exposure, and individual color 
ranges) to make your photograph 
look as impressive as possible. To do 
this, Pixelmator Photo’s ML Enhance 
takes advantage of machine learning, 
based on the analysis of millions of 
professional photos.

How to use it

To use ML Enhance on an image, 
you’ll first need to import that image 
into Pixelmator Photo. You can either 
do this in the app by choosing an 
image from the Camera Roll or the 
Files app, or you can use the Share 
menu to send a photograph direct 
from the Photos app into Pixelmator 
Photo.

Once you’ve got your image, the rest 
is simple. In the top-right corner of 
the screen are a set of icons, and the 
left-most icon – which looks like a 
magic wand and features the letters 
“ML” – is the ML Enhance button. Tap 
it, and Pixelmator Photo will get to 
work.

Fune-tuning

While the results are usually great, 
ML Enhance can sometimes make 
edits which you aren’t pleased with. 
In the left-hand corner of the app is 
a Revert button that can switch the 
photograph back to the original.

Or, if you’re familiar with photo-
editing apps like Pixelmator Photo, 
you can also fine-tune the image 
yourself.

To do so, tap the edit button in the 
right-hand corner of the app – it looks 
like three horizontal meters. This 
reveals an editing side pane where 
settings including temperature, 
saturation, brightness, and contrast 
can all be tweaked. Plus, running 
along the bottom of the screen are a 
range of filters which you can apply 
to your picture, regardless of whether 
it’s been ML Enhanced or not.

Pixelmator Photo – which includes the 
ML Enhance feature – is available on 
the App Store for $5/£5. It’s a great 
photo-editor that will work wonders 
for both professional photographers 
and amateurs alike.  n

PIXELMATOR PHOTO

The original image

Edited with ML Enhance

You can easily revert changes

Fine-tuning

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/pixelmator-photo-pro-editor/id1444636541?ign-mpt=uo%3D4


Tracking with Tile

Never lose your keys, wallet, 
bag, or iPhone again

Ever struggled to find your keys? Left 
your wallet at a bar? Got off the bus 
without your bag? Misplaced your 
iPhone? Thought so.

An increasingly popular solution is to 
use a Bluetooth tracker as a kind of 
babysitter for your everyday things. 
Clip a Tile tracker to your keyring 
or stuff one in your bag and you’ve 
suddenly got an easy way to find your 
valuables. It’s a forgetful person’s 
dream – here’s how to set it up.

First, of course, you’ll need to splash 
out on one or more Tile trackers. 
There are a few different models 
to choose from, varying in size 
and battery life – check out the full 
details on Tile’s website. For this 
example, we’ll be using the mid-
range Tile Mate, which can run for 
a full year before needing a battery 
replacement.

(Note that Tile products are better 
value when bought as part of a 
bundle – at the time of writing you can 
get an ‘Essentials’ set of four different 
Tile trackers for around $50.)

Once you’ve got your Tile in your 
hand, you’ll need to download the 
companion app to set it up.

Open the app and follow the 
instructions to sign up for an account. 
Note that a Tile Premium subscription 
of a few bucks a month will grant 
extra features like smart alerts, 
location history, and free battery 
replacements – but for most users, 
the free package should be just fine.

Ensure you give the app sufficient 
location and Bluetooth privileges 
to keep tabs on your trackers. It’s 
necessary for this one to run in the 
background if you want it to track 
properly.

To add a new tracker, tap the plus 
button in the top left and choose Tile. 
Here, you’ll be asked to select which 
model you have, and to click the 
button on its face. Do so and hold it 
near your iPhone to activate the Tile. 
You can then tell the app what you’re 
going to be using this particular Tile 
to track. We find it a lifesaver for 
keeping track of keys, but you could 
even put a tracker on your dog’s 
collar!

Once activated, securely attach your 
Tile to the chosen object. This will 
now work in two ways – you can use 
the Tile app’s Find button to locate 
the object, or you can double-click 
the button on the Tile itself to help 
locate your iPhone! In both cases, 
this will trigger a melody to play from 
the lost device if it’s currently within 
Bluetooth range, even if your iPhone 
is on silent.

If your lost device is out of range – 
say, you left it in a coffee shop several 
miles away – you can see its last 
known location on a map in the app. 
If it’s completely lost, you can tap into 
Tile’s network of other users to help 
you find it. Press Notify When Found, 
which will put the Tile community on 
the lookout for your tracker falling 
into Bluetooth range. Once found, 
you’ll get an alert and will be able to 
see its true location on the map.

Once you’re set up, you can rest 
safe in the knowledge that all your 
essentials are safely accounted for.  n



Ask an expert
Your questions answered

No time to drop into the Apple Store 
and ask the Genius Bar for help with 
your iPhone? Maybe our resident expert 
could help instead!

If you have a question, send it to swipe-
ideas@intelligenti.com and we may 
include the answer in the next issue of 
Swipe!

Q How can I stop my kids messing 
with my iPhone every time I let 
them play a game?  - James

It’s a real worry! Even if the child has 
good intentions, handing over your 
personal device – or allowing them to 
have their own – can cause real trouble. 
We’ve all heard the horror stories of kids 
racking up thousands of dollars’ worth 
of in-app purchases, deleting parents’ 
work emails, or accidentally viewing 
things they probably shouldn’t.

Luckily, iOS has some pretty neat 
restrictions built in to allow parents to 
share devices with children without 
worrying about what they might do.

Open the Settings app and go to 
General > Restrictions. Tap Enable 
Restrictions and set a memorable 
passcode. You can then disable specific 
apps and features for that device, 
including Camera and Safari. There’s 
loads to explore here, depending on 
what you need.

We’d reccommend you use these 
options to disable app installation and 
deletion, as well as in-app purchases. 
That means these activities will be 
locked behind a passcode only you 
know, making it safe to hand over the 
device. Just make sure to remember that 
passcode and turn the restrictions off 
again when you get it back!

Now turn the page to see what’s in 
your next issue of Swipe

mailto:swipe-ideas%40intelligenti.com?subject=Question%20for%20Swipe
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In your next packed issue...

Reviews
Stay informed on the latest 
and greatest apps and 
games for iOS

Features & Roundups
•  Are Apple’s payment plans worth it?
•  Office essentials for iPhone and iPad
•  Everything new in Google Maps
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Latest news
Catch up on all the most 
recent news from the world 
of Apple and iPhone

Keep in contact...

Liked This?
Tap here to review us on the 

App Store so we can continue to bring you 
more useful advice and tips
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