


Hello and welcome to Swipe magazine!

We’ve got a lot in store for you this 
issue, whether you want serious 
security tips or creative camera ideas.

Our main Feature covers everything 
you need to know about staying safe 
and secure online – from avoiding 
scams, to blocking ads, to making 
sure your browsing isn’t tracked. It’s 
easy to glaze over when faced with 
computer jargon like VPNs, pasword 
managers, and content blockers, 
but we’ve explained the lot in simple 
language to make it easy to protect 
your privacy when browsing the 
internet on an iPhone or iPad.

When you’ve had your fill of the 
serious stuff, head over to Reviews 
for a look at the kind of creativity 
you can unlock with a few choice 
photo filter apps. Note we’re not 
talking about Instagram filters 
here, but rather apps that transform 
your pictures into stylized works of 
art. Everything from impressionist 
paintings to glitched out computer 
graphics – and much more besides.

Of course, beyond that we’ve also 
got all the important Apple stories 
of the past fortnight in the News 
section, and a bunch of tutorials 
tucked away in the How-To section.

Enjoy the issue, and see you next 
time!

Tom Rolfe 
Editor-in-Chief
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NEWSNEWS

iOS update fixes 
eavesdropping bug

iPad mini set for long-
awaited upgrade

iPhone sales drop while 
other products improve

Facebook plans to 
merge chat systems

Apple may launch a 
gaming subscription



Emergency bug fix 
iOS 12.1.4 released to combat 

FaceTime eavesdropping glitch

Apple has released a crucial update 
to iOS in order to combat a serious 
eavesdropping bug discovered last 
week.

The bug allowed iOS users in the know 
to exploit an issue with Group FaceTime 
to hear audio from another device 
without that person’s consent. It would 
still ring the device as normal – so hardly 
a silent attack – but would essentially 
force the other person to answer. 

Apple shut off Group FaceTime within 
hours of the issue being discovered, 
and the service will remain out of action 
for all previous versions of iOS as a 
permanent security measure.

So, if you wish to use Group FaceTime 
again you’ll need to update to iOS 
12.1.4, which fixes the bug completely.

Reportedly, this update also fixes 
another critical zero-day vulnerability 
that has been kept under wraps until 
now, and as ever Apple has addressed 
some minor glitches and security bugs in 
addition to the headline-grabbing stuff. 
All in all, we’d say it’s a pretty good idea 
to download the latest update as soon 
as possible.

We’re still expecting a bigger update to 
drop in the next month or so, ahead of 
Apple’s expected reveal of iOS 13 later 
this year.

Remember that all iOS updates are free, 
and can be quickly and easily delivered 
over the air (that is, without plugging 
into a computer) from Settings > 
General > Software Update.  n



iPad mini 5

Apple to finally upgrade its  
popular 7.9-inch iPad

It’s been four years since the last iPad 
mini was released – long enough that 
we started to think Apple might never 
release another. But a series of recent 
reports, including one from trusted 
Apple analyst Ming-Chi Kuo, state that 
an upgraded fifth-generation iPad mini is 
finally on its way.

Though Apple has continued selling 
the iPad mini 4 since its release in 2015, 
more recent iPad models have far 
eclipsed its capabilities. For example, 
the current 9.7-inch iPad’s A10 Fusion 
processing chip is a full 2x faster than 
the iPad mini’s aging A8 chip. It also 
supports the Apple Pencil, and its entry 
pricing is $70 lower. The iPad Pro is light 
years ahead. Until now, that’s made it 
hard to recommend the iPad mini 4 to 
anyone – why would you pay more for a 
worse machine?

Well, size is important. Many users 
prefer the smaller dimensions of the 7.9-
inch iPad mini. It may not sound like a 
big difference on paper, but in the hand 
it feels considerably smaller than the 
standard 9.7-inch iPad. That makes it 
much better for travel, for children, or for 
single-handed use.

If you’re somebody who prefers a 
smaller tablet, hang tight for the iPad 
mini 5. The exact specifications aren’t 
yet clear, but the reports we’ve seen 
consistently note that the device 
will retain almost the exact same 
design while improving the internal 
specifications. We’d expect it to match 
or exceed the A10 Fusion chip used in 
the 9.7-inch iPad, and we wouldn’t be 
surprised to see Apple Pencil support 
added, too.

iPad mini 5 is expected to be a budget 
tablet, and every report notes it will be 
cheaper than the iPad mini 4’s price of 
$399. We reckon it will actually come 
all the way down to $299 to ensure 
it’s cheaper than the larger 9.7-inch 
tablet, which starts at $329.

Of course, none of this is certain until 
Apple formally announces the tablet. 
References to iPad mini 5 have been 
all over the code included in the iOS 
12.2 betas (that’s why we’re so sure 
this isn’t just a rumor) and so it would 
make sense for Apple to release this 
upgraded iPad mini soon after iOS 
12.2’s public release. That’s expected 
within the next month, so hold tight 
for a product announcement in the 
near future!  n



Apple’s Q1 
earnings report
iPhone sales drop while 
everything else grows

Earlier in January, Apple adjusted its 
earnings expectations for the holiday 
quarter just gone. It revised its revenue 
predictions down by $5 billion – no 
small sum – resulting in Apple’s share 
prices taking a hit as investors ran 
scared.

Well, Apple has now filed its full 
earnings report, and though the 
lowered predictions were correct there 
are plenty of silver linings here for the 
Cupertino giants.

If you’re not concerned with the nitty-
gritty details of Apple’s sales figures, 
we can summarize things pretty quickly 
for you: though revenue was down 
compared with last year’s holiday 
quarter, it still represented the second-
highest quarter ever for Apple’s revenue 
figures. Hardly a car crash.

In terms of specific products, iPhone 
sales have slowed – they’re 15% lower 
than the same period last year – but 
nearly everything else is on the up 
for Apple. iPad and Mac sales have 
increased after new product launches 
last year, and Apple’s services revenue 
hit another all-time high. Total revenue 
for all non-iPhone products was up 19%.

The iPhone decline is due in part to 
Apple designing the devices to last 
longer, and providing software updates 
to keep older iPhones in the running 
for longer than ever. Tim Cook says 
this, combined with the discount 
battery replacement program that ran 
throughout 2018, has lengthened the 
average upgrade cycle.

Stockholders may wish Apple would 
encourage more frequent upgrades, 
but Cook says he’s happy with this new 
direction so long as it keeps customers 
happy. The company is more interested 
in counting the total iPhones currently 
in use than focusing on how many were 
sold in the last three months – and that 
active iPhones total has recently reached 
a new peak of 900 million. Wow.  n



Facebook’s  
chat plans

Messenger, WhatsApp, 
Instagram to combine

According to The New York Times, 
Facebook is planning to merge the 
messaging services of three apps under 
its ownership: Messenger, WhatsApp, 
and Instagram.

To be clear, this is not a planned merger 
of the apps themselves, but rather a 
way to unify messaging between them. 
Messenger users would be able to 
message their favorite Instagrammers, 
while you could easily WhatsApp 
somebody a question about a Facebook 
Marketplace post.

That kind of change involves a pretty 
hefty reworking of their backend 
infrastructure, and has some people 
worried about the privacy and security 
implications in combining the services.

Of course, Facebook already owns all 
three properties, but has always vowed 
to keep WhatsApp and Instagram 
independent after buying out their 
original development teams years 
ago. With that set to change, some 
WhatsApp employees are already 
reported to have quit in protest.

On the plus side, Mark Zuckerberg is 
promising end-to-end encryption for 
the entire process, something which 
is currently only implemented in 
WhatsApp chat.

Facebook explained its motives in a 
statement:

“We want to build the best messaging 
experiences we can; and people want 
messaging to be fast, simple, reliable 
and private. We’re working on making 
more of our messaging products end-to-
end encrypted and considering ways to 
make it easier to reach friends and family 
across networks.”

It’s unclear precisely what Facebook 
hopes to gain from the change, but it 
certainly would increase its dominance 
in the messaging world and would 
potentially help it hoover up more usage 
data for its targeted ads.

According to people familiar with 
the plans, this undertaking is likely to 
take around a year to complete, so we 
probably won’t see this come to light 
until 2020 – if it goes ahead at all. Stay 
tuned for more!



Netflix for games?

Apple may launch a paid 
gaming subscription this year

Apple is widely expected to release a 
TV streaming service this year to house 
its original programming, and there are 
many who expect a paid Apple News 
subscription to launch this year too. 
But according to “five people familiar 
with the matter,” the tech giant is also 
weighing up the idea of an Apple 
Games subscription plan.

Described as “Netflix for games,” the 
service would provide on-demand 
entertainment for a fixed cost. The 
details are unclear at this stage, but its 
likely Apple would partner with select 
developers to deliver their games as part 
of a subscription, paying royalties to the 
creators based on time played or some 
other metric.

This could work out cheaper for users 
who play a lot of games, especially if 
Apple could offer expensive or new 
games as part of the package, or 
develop subscription-only exclusives to 
draw people in – much like Netflix and 
Amazon’s original shows and movies.

It’s no secret that Apple is working 
to expand its services revenue with 
iPhone sales plateauing. Perhaps in a 
few years time, we’ll see an all-in-one 
Apple Premium that lumps Music, News, 
TV, Books, and Games into a single 
monthly subscription at a discounted 
rate, much like how Amazon offers all 
kinds of benefits under a single Prime 
subscription.

Of course, take this report with a grain of 
salt – especially as it only suggests Apple 
has started initial talks with developers. 
The company could explore its options 
and hit a dead end, meaning there’s no 
guarantee this will ever see the light of 
day.

Only time will tell! Would you be 
interested in an Apple Games 
subscriptions, or do you like the way 
things are now with ad-supported and 
freemium titles ruling the roost?  n
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Creative filters
The best photo apps that  
transform your snaps into  

paintings, sketches, retro art, 
abstract shapes, and more

Your iPhone is one of the best 
cameras around, capable of taking 

sharp, pristine shots. But sometimes, 
you want to get a bit more creative with 
your imagery.

There are of course many iPhone 
apps that emulate film stock, such as 
Filmborn and Hipstamatic. And the 
likes of Mextures (depicted) can add 
grit, grain, and realistic light leaks.

But this round-up wants to take your 
photos further – transforming even the 
most mundane snap into something 
that looks like a work of art. We’ll 
therefore be delving into the best the 
App Store has to offer when it comes 
to filters that emulate paint, ink, video 
games, abstract art, and more.

FILMBORN

HIPSTAMATIC

MEXTURES

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/filmborn/id1052910024
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/hipstamatic/id342115564
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mextures/id650415564


Turn iPhone snaps into 
paintings

You probably already know Prisma 
(free), an iPhone app that turns any 
photo you throw at it into something 
that resembles a work by a famous 
master (or, in some cases, a frame from 
a comic book); but, to our minds, there 
are far more natural painterly apps for 
your iPhone.

Oilist ($3/£3) – shown below 
– is perhaps our favorite. Load 
a photo into the app, select a 

style, and Oilist then paints a version of 
it in real-time. The effect is mesmerizing 
– and if you get an attack of “back seat 
painter,” you can fiddle around with 
settings on the fly. Entertainingly, one is 
called chaos. That messes up the image 
to the point you half expect the app’s 
little AI painter to yell “I quit” and storm 
off in a huff.

Artomaton (free + $3/£3) 
is in a broadly similar 
space, but with two major 

differences. First, it does its thing in 
fast-forward, crafting art in a mere 
handful of seconds; secondly, its art 
box is much more diverse. Splash 
out on the one-off IAP (very much 
recommended) and you can art it up 
with charcoal, pencils, markers, spray 
paint, and more. The results look a bit 
digital, but a wide array of settings and 
export options enables you to add the 
personal touch.

Waterlogue ($4/£4) is – 
as its name might suggest 
– rather more focussed in 

terms of medium. To some extent, 
it’s like a stripped-back Oilist but for 
watercolors. Load a photo, select a 
style, and the app quickly creates 
an effective and realistic-looking 
watercolor from your photo. Brush size, 
border, and lightness can be adjusted, 
before you share your masterpiece 
online – and pretend you painted it 
yourself.

By the same developer, 
the basic but effective 
Popsicolor ($1/£1) is also 

worth a look – a one-buck app that 
fashions illustrative watercolors from 
photos, based on a simple color 
gradient and digital ink.

Brushstroke ($4/£4) is 
our final pick for wannabe 
painters, who’d sooner use 

an iPhone as a canvas than accidentally 
trample paint into the rug. If you’re in a 
hurry, there’s single-tap filter selection 
for a range of oil and watercolor 
effects. But should you want to delve 
deeper, you can change the palette and 
canvas texture, and also adjust many 
attributes of the image, including color 
saturation, exposure, and sharpness. 
Entertainingly, Brushstroke adds a 
‘Sign’ tool, so you can scribble your 
name in the corner of your art.

OILIST

ARTOMATON

WATERLOGUE

POPSICOLOR

PRISMA

BRUSHSTROKE

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/oilist/id985497767
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/artomaton-the-motion-painter/id718222634
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/waterlogue/id764925064
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/popsicolor/id534529577
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/prisma-art-photo-editor-free/id1122649984
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/brushstroke/id824421012


Transform iPhone photos 
into sketches

If you prefer sketching over 
painting, Imaengine (free 
+ $3/£3) is pretty fantastic. 

The interface leaves something to be 
desired – it’s a bit cluttered and crude; 
but the effects are superb. ‘Hatching’ 
gives you results akin to a cartoonist’s 
take on a photo. ‘Mosaic’ is a gorgeous 
ink and solid color combination that 
looks like high-end graphic design. 
And that’s just scraping the surface of 
the effects. Beyond those, tap Editor 
and you gain access to a full-fledged 
vector image editor, so you can tweak 
every line – or add some new ones.

Inkwork ($3/£3) is perhaps 
a better bet if you want a 
simple life. It’s an excellent 

app if you have a love of monochrome 
art that’s created with a pen, or a brush 
and ink. Load your photo, spin the 
dial, and you can spend many happy 
minutes delving into a diverse range 
of expressive styles, such as ‘Comic’, 
‘Abstract’, ‘Wash’, and ‘Graphic’. Not 
so keen on black and white? A couple 
of buttons and some sliders provide 
the option to work with two alternate 
colors of your own choosing.

 
Make iPhone pictures  
go retro

When someone talks about ‘retro’ in 
relation to digital photography, that 
usually means making your pics look 
like they were shot using an ancient 
camera. But a pair of apps instead 
delves into the world of graphic design.

Printed ($2/£2) sadly hasn’t 
been updated in a couple of 
years, but it’s nonetheless 

worth a look if you’re a fan of vintage 
printmaking. A dozen pre-set styles 
are included, emulating mis-registered 
ink plates, over-inked screens, and 
comic book art. Adjusting dot size and 
saturation can result in wildly different 
effects.

Retrospecs (free + $2/£2) 
moves on a couple of 
decades, immersing itself in 

the era of early home computers and 
gaming consoles. With a single tap, 
you can make a photo look like it was 
made on a Commodore 64, NES, Atari, 
or a slew of other systems. For the truly 
geeky, it’s possible to dig much deeper, 
gleefully fiddling with dither options, 
adjustment levels, and even animated 
glitches, fashioning your own personal 
retro system that never was. Fantastic 
stuff.

IMAENGINE

INKWORK

PRINTED

RETROSPECS

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/imaengine-vector/id599309610
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/inkwork/id1324779582
https://itunes.apple.com/app/id1067031210?ign-mpt=uo%3D8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/retrospecs/id887031094?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8


Turn your iPhone photos 
into abstract art

Retrospecs can create quite abstract 
imagery – although that’s to some 
extent through the resolution 
limitations of old systems rather than 
being the app creator’s specific intent. 
Several iPhone apps, though, are 
designed specifically to make pictures 
largely unrecognizable – yet still 
beautiful.

Percolator ($2/£2) is all 
about multicolor mosaics. 
You choose ‘Grind’ (circle 

size), ‘Brew’ (pattern/blend), and 
‘Serve’ (effect/texture) settings, and 
watch as bubbles float up to create 
your image. Re-grind and the bubbles 
disappear, before a new liquid mosaic 
is formed.

Geometricam ($3/£3) 
mostly concerns itself with 
complex patterns of angles 

and lines rather than circles. It’s a 
beautifully tactile app, with you using 
gestures to adjust the chosen effect. 
With changes happening in real-time, 
the app can be quite hypnotic!

Fragment ($5/£5) also 
focuses on geometry, but 
rather than rework the 

underlying image, it fragments it inside 
malleable prism-like virtual mirrors and 
pieces of glass. It’s a beguiling effect, 
and although you might question its 
practical value, there’s no denying 
that with careful use the results can be 
arresting.

Trigraphy (free + IAP) to 
some extent feels like a 
compilation of the other 

apps in this section, and with a range 
of additional effects to boot. Its filters 
range from bizarre crazy paving to 
one that looks like something from 
Retrospecs that has melted. Masks and 
overlays add extra appeal, although 
this is admittedly blunted by the high 
price for the ‘pro’ IAPs ($4/£3.49 per 
month – or a one-off $29/£28) that 
many effects lurk behind.

Finally, Pixel is Data (free) 
is worth installing to see 
what happens if individual 

pixels within your image are reordered 
by an app concerned as much with 
data as what’s represented. (In 
short: anything from an explosion of 
pixels to something that looks like a 
reinterpreted Rothko.)

PERCOLATOR

GEOMETRICAM

FRAGMENT

TRIGRAPHY

PIXEL IS DATA

https://itunes.apple.com/app/percolator/id385454903?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/geometricam-abstract-geometric/id1059442774?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/fragment/id767104707?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/trigraphy-design-art-prints/id950513582?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/pixel-is-data/id622378844?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8


Make your iPhone 
photos move

Our last two apps assist when you’ve 
been watching Harry Potter movies a 
bit too often, and decide that all of your 
photos should move.

Animatix ($2/£2) is the 
more abstract of the pair. 
Various filters are on offer 

(many of which are rather nice in 
and of themselves), as are a range of 
animation styles. Depending on the 
subject matter, you might pick a subtle 
option, which makes the image barely 
shimmer, or alternatively plump for 
Electric, ramping up the frequency and 
tempo to make it look like your snap’s 
somehow got its fingers stuck in the 
mains.

If you want direct control, 
rather than Animatix’s 
canned animations, give 

Plotaverse (free + IAP) a whirl. This app 
has you load a still, mask out sections 
you want to keep static, and then draw 
arrows to animate the rest. This means 
you can create billowing clouds on your 
favorite landscape snaps, or whirling 
spiral staircases that rotate into the 
infinite.

Probably ignore the social network 
unnecessarily welded to the app, mind, 
and be aware it’ll bug you to sign up 
for subscription IAP to unlock some 
features. Still, the mind-blowing effects 
should more than make up for that.

ANIMATIX

PLOTAVERSE

https://itunes.apple.com/app/animatix-photo-animation/id1410307843?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/plotaverse-create-your-reality/id1244669793?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8


GROUND

DEVELOPER: SNAPWISE INC.
PRICE:  FREE

SIZE:  46.2 MB 
VERSION:  2.7

PLATFORM:  IPHONE & IPAD

Will this new ground-breaking 
breaking news app break new 
ground or is it grounds for a break?

Ground is a breaking news app that 
can largely be summarised in two 

distinct ways. Let’s take a look.

First, it’s a news curation app. When 
you first register, you’re asked what 
kind of things you’re interested in. 
You can select categories based on 
your interests, or the type of content 
you’re interested in. It will then auto-
populate your feed with relevant news. 
You can edit your topics to fine-tune 
the categories as you get used to the 
system. We found we were initially 
overwhelmed so it might be worth 
keeping a narrower feed at the start.

Alongside your feed are a number 
of categories at the top – there’s Top 
Stories, as well as My Places, where 
you can choose news based on your 
location. Next there is a Local feed, 
before the menu begins to include 
feeds based on subject matter.

This felt a bit muddled to us – for 
example, Top Stories often felt too 
similar to My Feed, and My Places often 
felt too similar to Local. 

However, My Feed is where you’ll 
spend most of your time if you’re just a 
reader. If you want to read a story, tap 
your selection and you’ll be taken to a 
page which includes a summary and 
shows the various news sources that 
have reported the story. This is a really 
interesting take for news. Tapping the 
story will take you to the news page 
of the first news outlet, but it’s nice to 
have the option to just read a summary 
and then decide where to read the 
whole story.

It also includes tags such as location, 
and offers links to similar stories.

The app’s secondary approach is to 
position itself as a citizen journalism 
app. But what exactly is citizen 
journalism? The term first became 
mainstream with the advent of Twitter, 
where users on the ground in various 
locations would begin reporting a story 
as it happens. (We reckon this concept 
is where the app got its name from.)

This instantaneous reportage is a 
key feature on the app, and it’ll be 
intriguing to see it develop. And we 
don’t just mean develop as in “get 
more users.” First, we’d like to see the 
feature develop. It seems odd that an 
app that makes such a point of making 
its users part of the news cycle, has 
provided a feature that, for us, just 
didn’t work.

To report news on the ground from your 
own perspective, you have to go to 
settings and tap Citizen Journalism. You 
then have to sign up to use the feature. 
Unfortunately, when we tried to put 
an email and a password in, it told us 
passwords didn’t match… but there 
was only one box for a password. When 
we tried to login via Twitter, it took us 
back to My Feed.

Similarly, the Explore tab along the 
bottom no longer works for us. The 
first time we used it, we were shown 
various news stories based on location. 
However, after that it just showed an 
empty map and instructed us to swipe 
up for stories… but swiping up did 
nothing.

So where does this leave us? Ultimately 
this is an app with two main strands: 
the news curation side of things is 
great, building on the Apple News 
system by adding summaries, multiple 
trusted sources, and a tracking system 
that reveals where your news bias 
lies. Meanwhile, the citizen journalism 
aspect is a great idea on paper that just 
doesn’t work very well yet in practice.

If you like the sound of filtered news 
from trusted sources this could be a 
slam dunk, but sadly a large chunk of 
the app is held back by the bugs we 
mentioned earlier. This is one to keep 
an eye on, as the next few updates 
could make or break Ground’s success 
in the future.  n

THE GOOD

Bold, good-looking design

Interesting approach to curation

THE BAD

Scattergun organization

Parts of the app are fairly buggy

DOWNLOAD

2.5

VERDICT

Dynamic news delivery 
(with some issues)

REVIEW by ANDY PRICE

Top stories delivers a  
range of content

You can retrieve a feed of  
stories based on location

Each story provides a summary 
 and shows a variety of sources 

where you can read it in full

Editing the categories based on  
your interests is an easy way to 

customize your news

The app is supposed to show you 
stories based on location – but this 

only worked for us once

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ground-verified-news/id1324203419


CONCEPTS

DEVELOPER: EATEN TECHNOLOGIES
PRICE: FREE (+IAP)

SIZE:  135 MB 
VERSION:  5.3.2

PLATFORM:  IPHONE & IPAD

The constraints of a traditional 
notepad or sketchbook disappear as 
Concepts empowers users with its 
infinite canvas

Concepts is arguably one of the 
most interesting apps on the App 

Store. It’s a note-taking and drawing 
tool on the surface, ideally powered 
by the Apple Pencil and used on an 
iPad. But Concepts differentiates itself 
from its competitors in two ways: first, 
it offers an infinite canvas which adds 
a refreshing and exciting dimension to 
note-taking; and second, it arms users 
with all the sketching and drawing tools 
they could possibly need.

As a note-taking app, Concepts really 
excels because of its infinite canvas. 
Drawing out mind maps or flowcharts 
is a pleasure because you don’t have 
to worry about hitting the edge of 
your notepad: instead, you can use a 
finger to keep on dragging to the side 
and new space will appear, allowing 
your notes — and ideas — to grow as 
organically and naturally as possible.

You can use familiar gestures, like 
pinch-to-zoom, to either zoom in or 
out and get an overall view of your 
evolving, sprawling notes. There’s 
a stunning array of drawing tools 
that complement the note-taking 
experience — pencils, ball-points, and 
fountain pens are all on offer and aim to 
replicate the feel of good old fashioned 
pen and paper. While the app is best 
used with the Apple Pencil, over in 
Concept’s settings users can configure 
alternatives like FiftyThree’s Pencil or 
Adonit and Wacom styluses.

You can also configure the background 
in Concepts, adding lines, squares, or 
dots for a more traditional notepad feel. 
To maximize efficiency, gestures for 
two-, three-, and four-finger taps can 
also be configured to help users speed 
around the app.

The notes you make in Concepts are 
saved as Projects but unfortunately, 
these don’t sync with iCloud Drive. 
Part of the reason for this is the app’s 
default and native file format, which is 
proprietary — you’ll need to export to 
PDF to get your Concepts-designed 
notes onto another device, and this 
functionality requires an IAP of $4.99 
(£4.99). A number of other IAPs are 
available in the app, including brush 
packs which enhance Concepts’ use as 
a digital drawing tool.

When it comes to crafting drawings in 
Concepts, the app’s pencil palette is 
a real boon. With a tap, it dynamically 
expands to reveal a wheel of colors and 
pen options: features like line density 
and opacity can be configured on the 
fly, and colors can be cycled through 
effortlessly in order to get the exact 
shade.

The Brush Market is a nice touch, 
offering user-created brush packs for 
a price — although many can be tried 
free of charge in sample packs. Also 
locked behind an IAP paywall are shape 
imports: a $1.99 (£1.99) fee lets users 
add circles, triangles, and more into 
their drawings with a tap.

Pro artists will be pleased to learn that 
Concepts supports five layers free of 
charge, and infinite layers are added in 
a one-off $9.99 (£9.99) pro purchase. 
This also brings brush customization 
and a range of export options, like 
SVG, DFX, and PSD, but not PDF 
export, which, as mentioned, carries 
an additional $4.99 (£4.99) charge. 
To go all-in, Concepts users can unlock 
everything the app has to offer for a 
$4.99 (£4.49) monthly fee.

If there is a criticism of this app, it’s 
Concepts’ somewhat confusing pricing 
structure — you need to really check the 
small print to be sure of what’s included 
with its various pro packs. Granted, this 
is a comprehensive app, but it might 
be easier to offer users a simpler array 
of pro upgrades instead of the current 
mixed bag.

However, that doesn’t detract from the 
brilliance of this fine app. Concepts is a 
great utility and one you should try for 
yourself — especially if you have an iPad 
and an Apple Pencil.  n

THE GOOD

Infinite canvas is a joy to use

Excellent range of drawing tools

High quality design throughout

THE BAD

Premium IAPs are needlessly complex

No integration with iCloud Drive

DOWNLOAD

4.5

VERDICT

Unleash your drawing 
and note-taking

REVIEW by JOE WHITE

Easily see what restaurants are 
around you based on what the 

community has reviewed

The infinite canvas means your 
scribbles can grow in any direction

It’s a joy to watch the color palette 
spring open – the range of colors 

available is perfect for artists

A premium service is available, 
alongside one-off purchases. You’ll 
need to check the small print to be 

sure of exactly what you get for your 
buck when making an IAP in Concept

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/concepts/id560586497


ALIEN: BLACKOUT

DEVELOPER: D3PA
PRICE:  $5/£5
SIZE:  556 MB 

VERSION:  1.0.3
PLATFORM:  IPHONE & IPAD

Atmospheric stealth strategy 
gaming... in space

Amanda Ripley just can’t catch a 
break. Whatever intergalactic 

hoodoo that plagued her mother 
through the four main Alien movies 
seems to have been hereditary.

After making like Sigourney Weaver in 
2014’s Alien: Isolation console game, 
Ripley Jr. finds herself crawling through 
the vents of a fresh alien-infected space 
station in Alien: Blackout.

Thankfully she has some company. 
Indeed, it’s up to Ripley (and by 
extension you) to babysit a crew of four 
through an unlikely escape attempt.

You’re essentially on overwatch here, 
with access to the space station’s 
camera, movement tracker, and security 
door systems. Through these you can 
track and corral the solitary xenomorph 
as it attempts to hunt down your new 
buddies, being sure to watch your own 
six when it heads for the vents.

It’s a bit like indie horror series Five 
Nights at Freddy’s, but with a skulking 
xenomorph in place of a demented 
animatronic teddy bear.

There’s only sufficient power to run a 
handful of these systems at a time, so 
your time is spent nervously flicking 
between them. You’re never fully aware 
of where the alien is at any one time, 
and the first you’ll often hear or it is the 
frantic screams of the crew.

When they are being hunted, your 
options are limited. You can guide them 
to new areas by touching and dragging 
on their representative blip on your 
little tablet device and shut the security 
doors behind them, or ask them to 
hide.

While this lack of control and limited 
awareness makes for a tense, 
precariously balanced game, it can also 
be immensely frustrating. You’ll need 
to get a feel for the game’s demands, 
as it doesn’t do a great job of spelling 
out exactly what you should be doing 
moment-to-moment beyond the core 
mechanics.

Add in a glacial pace and Alien: 
Blackout has a very particular flavor 
that will turn off players looking for 
immediate thrills and a clear path to 
success.

There’s a decent narrative thread to 
Alien: Blackout, as you might hope 
for in one of the most beloved sci-fi 
franchises of the past few decades. It’s 
nothing deep or original, and the game 
doesn’t waste much time setting the 
scene.

But each crew member has their own 
distinct personality, which is in keeping 
with the wider Alien franchise. There’s 
the cool female pilot, the pompous 
scientist, and the company executive 
who clearly knows more than they’re 
letting on. At best it helps you care a 
little more when one of the team gets 
dragged away, but at the very least it 
makes the game feel like an authentic 
Alien experience.

All in all, the various components of 
Alien: Blackout tie together into an 
effectively tense – if limited – stealth 
strategy game. Play it at night with 
headphones on, and we guarantee 
your heart rate will speed up like the 
motion tracker from Aliens.  n

THE GOOD

Tense atmosphere

Precariously balanced gameplay

Effective use of license

THE BAD

Limited interactivity

Very slow paced

Can be frustrating

DOWNLOAD

3.5

VERDICT

A tense stealth game in 
the Alien universe

REVIEW by JON MUNDY

Catching the alien on camera  
is always a thrill

You’ll need to be alert for when  
the alien targets Ripley

The alien shows up as a red dot  
on movement sensors

You’ll be seeing this screen a lot

The crew is a classic Alien assortment

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/alien-blackout/id1401510106?mt=8


MIYAMOTO

DEVELOPER: HIDEKI HANIDA
PRICE:  $3/£3
SIZE:  130 MB 

VERSION:  1.0.4
PLATFORM:  IPHONE & IPAD

A strategic card game with board 
game flair

Miyamoto is not – as we first 
assumed – named for gaming 

legend Shigeru Miyamoto, creator of 
Super Mario, Donkey Kong, and the 
Legend of Zelda. Rather, its title is in 
honor of legendary Samurai Musashi 
Miyamoto, generally considered to be 
Japan’s greatest swordsman of all time. 
As such, it involves plenty of sword 
combat, but there’s more than a pinch 
of fantasy here too with skeletons and 
spells taking their place alongside ronin 
and royalty.

Like chess, the overall aim of Miyamoto 
is to protect your king (or in this case, 
hero – there are eight to unlock) long 
enough to destroy the opposing hero. 
Unlike chess, more pieces can be 
added to the board (a 4×4 grid) by 
playing cards from your hand. You can 
play as many cards as you like each 
turn, though most characters must 
wait a turn to act, and overcrowding 
the board isn’t always the best tactic. 
Once your team is in place and ready 
for action, you’re free to shuffle them 
around and lay down some warrior 
justice.

Every character – charmingly 
represented on the board by a 3D 
figurine – has an attack value, a health 
value, and some kind of perk, like the 
ability to buff adjacent teammates or 
immediately draw two extra cards. 
These characters can damage each 
other with attacks, and if their health 
drops to zero they’re removed from 
the game. Destroy the enemy hero and 
you’ll instantly win, even if your army is 
being overwhelmed from every other 
side!

Besides fighters, there are land cards 
like walls and graveyards which can’t 
attack, but offer passive bonuses until 
destroyed – and spell cards, which 
can do anything from boosting a 
minion’s attack power to raining fire 
down on a line of enemies. None of it 
is especially complex, but with lots of 
cards affecting each other in various 
ways, there are plenty of strategies 
to consider. It’s pretty satisfying to 
lay down a sequence of cards that 
synergize with each other before 
destroying the enemy from a seemingly 
unwinnable position.

Miyamoto has a pleasantly minimal 
swords-and-samurais aesthetic and 
does give the impression of moving 
real pieces on a board game. In fact, 
the whole game takes a pleasingly 
tactile approach, from opening a 
three-dimensional box to access the 
pieces to swiping a low-poly sword 
from its sheath to commence battle. 
It’s not going to blow you away, but it’s 
certainly nice.

However, Miyamoto does suffer 
from a lack of instruction and a few 
questionable interface choices. 
You’re thrown right into your first 
match without being told anything 
at all about how to play or what any 
of the important numbers mean. 
Some players will enjoy this hands-off 
approach that forces you to learn on 
the job, but some kind of introductory 
tutorial would save Miyamoto from 
turning off less determined players. 

The other thing worth mentioning 
that this is a deck-building roguelike 
game. If you don’t speak gamer, that 
roughly translates to “collect better 
cards to help fight increasingly tough 
battles, but lose everything and start 
from scratch if you get beat.” This kind 
of challenge can be frustrating when 
you’re repeatedly thrown back to the 
baby levels before you can retry the 
tough stuff, but the randomized decks 
at least mean every run-through plays 
slightly differently. And, thankfully, 
there are no collectible card packs in 
sight – so you can put away your in-app 
purchase money.

Overall, this is a decent strategy 
experience that feels like a combination 
of digital card game Solitairica and 
digital board game Hitman GO – 
unfortunately, it never quite reaches the 
giddy heights of either.  n

THE GOOD

Nice combo of card and board game

Good level of challenge

Pleasingly tactile aesthetic

THE BAD

No instructions whatsoever

Some iffy design choices

Just the one game mode

DOWNLOAD

3.5

VERDICT

Solid Samurai 
swordfighting strategy

REVIEW by TOM ROLFE

Hero characters have a square base, 
and if they’re killed it’s game over

Things can get claustrophic fast  
if you’re not careful

You’ll have to face a series of 
increasingly difficult battles  
to reach the final encounter

After each victory, you can pick a new 
card to be shuffled into your deck

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/solitairica/id970202342
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/hitman-go/id731645633
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/miyamoto/id1440364681


This app promises to help you deal with 
stress, anxiety, and frustration in just 

seven minutes a day. The developers say 
that meditation is to brain hygiene what 
brushing your teeth is to dental hygiene, 
and they’ve developed a program to help 
people new to the idea get to grips with 
building a new daily habit. A subscription 
plan unlocks access to a huge series of 
themed and guided meditations, but you 
can give it a whirl for free.   n

7MIND  
MEDITATION
PRICE:  FREE (subscription)
SIZE:  36.7 MB    VERSION:  2.4.1

Seeing a stylish pair of sneakers 
modeled by a good-looking 

professional in a glossy magazine is one 
thing. The reality of shlepping into the 
store and trying them on for yourself 
is often quite different. Wanna Kicks 
promises to take the disappointment 
and uncertainty out of sneaker 
shopping, using your iPhone’s AR 
capabilities to show what a fresh pair 
will look like on your feet. n

DOWNLOAD

WANNA KICKS
 
PRICE:  FREE
SIZE:  274 MB    VERSION:  1.0.1

DOWNLOAD

The concept of a farming game 
will either delight or bore you to 

tears. But The Stillness of the Wind is 
no Stardew Valley clone. Rather, it’s 
a beautiful-looking oddity with the 
kind of profoundly moving narrative 
that we don’t see too often in mobile 
gaming. Playing as an elderly farmer 
you must go about your daily chores 
in methodical fashion, whilst gleaning 
what you can about the outside world 
through correspondence with your 
distant relatives.  n

DOWNLOAD

THE STILLNESS 
OF THE WIND
 
PRICE:  $3/£3
SIZE: 443 MB    VERSION:  1.0

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wanna-kicks/id1444049305?ign-mpt=uo%3D8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/7mind-meditation/id943347681?ign-mpt=uo%3D8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-stillness-of-the-wind/id1438707014?ign-mpt=uo%3D8


FEATURE

Secure your browsing 

From avoiding scams to using 
VPNs, these tips will keep you 

safe online – and keep your 
activity private

The internet used to be referred to as 
the Wild West. But in reality, the modern 
web is no safer when it comes to 
browsing – it’s just the dangers are less 
readily apparent.

It therefore pays to be more secure 
when browsing the internet on your 
iPhone and iPad. This article outlines 
how, from the basics of keeping yourself 
safe online, to working with specialist 
tools for when you really don’t want 
anyone tracking what you’re looking at.

Look out for scams

Always be vigilant when it comes to 
tapping links. If something rocks up in 
your email that looks suspicious, do not 
tap it. Even if you get a message about 
a problem with your bank, iTunes, 
or some other account, and it looks 
legitimate, be cautious. Manually open 
the relevant app or website and sign in 
as usual, rather than tapping through 
from the email.

The reason for this dash of paranoia is 
that scams can be devious. Some may 
send you to a direct clone of an official 
sign in page – but sign in and your 
details will be stolen. Facebook scams 
have done the rounds that result in a 
single tap on a link in an email being 
enough to compromise an account, 
with an aggressor then immediately 
taking control of pages you administer.

When already on reputable websites, 
you should be safer; even so, still take 
care when using them (especially social 
media), and never provide your details 
to third-parties online that you don’t 
explicitly trust.

Use a password manager

One of the most common security 
failures when people are online 
surrounds website passwords. Too 
many people use passwords automated 
systems can crack in an instant. If that 
happens to you, the account it’s for will 
be compromised. If you’ve used the 
same password for a range of accounts, 
the issue can rapidly cascade.

The general rule of thumb is you should 
have a totally unique password for 
every single website/service you use. 
Arguably, this should be a lengthy 
randomized string of digits. Naturally, 
you won’t be able to remember any of 
these passwords – but use a password 
manager and you won’t have to.

Apple’s iOS has a password manager 
– iCloud Keychain – baked right in. 
It’ll provide secure passwords for new 
accounts, and your login details (and 
payment cards) are synced between 
your Apple devices. If you use other 
platforms, perhaps also use a third-
party password manager. Plenty of 
options are available, all of which 
integrate very nicely with iOS. We 
recommend LastPass for a free option, 
and 1Password app as a premium and 
more feature-rich take.

Change your search engine

Google sucks information from the 
internet like a deranged vampire 
constantly high on data – and that 
data is then used to make money. It’s 
unlikely your browsing history will be 
used nefariously, but there are search 
engines that have privacy at their 
core, the best of which on iPhone is 
DuckDuckGo.

In Settings, go to Safari > Search 
Engine, and select DuckDuckGo as 
your search engine. You’ll now by 
default be using a search engine that 
doesn’t store personal info, track you, 
or follow you around the internet, 
throwing ads in your face.

Still need Google now and again? 
The bangs feature lets you use ! and 
additional characters to trigger one-
off searches on specific sites. Use !g 
for Google, !gi for Google Images, 
and !w for Wikipedia. There are over 
11,000 other shortcuts to discover on 
DuckDuckGo’s bangs explainer.

by CRAIG GRANNELL

LASTPASS

1PASSWORD

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lastpass-password-manager/id324613447
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/1password-password-manager/id568903335


Check out blockers

You can go much further in shoring 
up your browsing experience with 
1Blocker X ($5/£5). We’ve covered 
this app in more depth before, but 
essentially it enables you to define 
content to block in Safari.

Despite the app doing very clever 
technical things, the interface is 
basically a bunch of switches. Want to 
remove trackers and cookie notices? 
Two taps and you’re done. Social 
widgets, comments, and adult sites? 
Three more taps.

By way of the custom tab, you 
can create a more fine-grained 
experience, too. For example, on 
sites you trust and want to support, 
whitelisting removes all blocking.

Private browsers
Should your definition of secure 
browsing mean that you don’t want 
other people to see what you’re 
doing, you need to consider a privacy 
browser. These are standalone 
browsers that exist apart from Safari, 
and that offer features to protect your 
activity.

DuckDuckGo (free) and Firefox Focus 
(free) both provide the means to leave 
no trace of your browsing sessions 
– two taps are all you need to clear 
tabs and data alike. The apps can 
also be protected with an application 
lock that requires Touch ID/Face ID/a 
password to open. Documents (free) 
lacks data clearing, but includes an 
app lock, and adds file management 
alongside the browser.

Should you want to go further, Onion 
Browser (free) makes it so no-one can 
see what you’re doing. The browser 
is powered by Tor, which directs 
internet traffic through a complex 
network. This conceals your usage 
and location from anyone analyzing 
traffic and using surveillance tools 
on your network. This boosts your 
security and privacy alike, since 
it makes it far harder to trace your 
activity.

Investigate VPNs
Should you want to go fully 
anonymous online, with all of your 
iPhone/iPad activity, you need a 
VPN. This routes all your internet 
activity through an encrypted 
tunnel between your device and the 
service’s remote server. Because your 
activity subsequently appears to be 
coming from the server, this means 
your actual address, identity, and 
location are nigh-on impossible to 
ascertain.

Plenty of VPNs exist. NordVPN is our 
recommendation. It’s affordable, has 
a solid iOS app (free), and has a strict 
‘no logging’ policy, meaning your 
activity is truly masked.

Of course, this might sound a bit 
dodgy. If you’ve nothing to hide, 
you’ve nothing to fear, right? But 
there’s nothing wrong with keeping 
your browsing habits away from 
massive corporate entities that will 
use them for their own ends.

Beyond the obvious

It’s also worth noting that many of the 
apps discussed in this feature have 
advantages beyond keeping your 
browsing secure and private. Third-
party password managers make it 
a cinch to peruse your website and 
app logins. Blockers remove tracking 
and ads from websites, which speeds 
them up.

Private browsers are fast, clutter-free, 
and can be handy if someone wants 
to browse on your phone but not 
leave behind a footprint. And VPNs, 
in hiding your location, potentially 
provide the means to access 
geolocked content you’d otherwise 
be unable to reach – even if you 
legally have the right to otherwise 
access it (such as video services you 
subscribe to).

In all, then, check out these apps. Not 
only will they make browsing the web 
on an iPhone or iPad safer, secure, 
and more private, they can improve 
things in many other ways, too.  n

1BLOCKER X

DUCKDUCKGO

ONION BROWSER

FIREFOX FOCUS

DOCUMENTS

NORDVPN

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/1blocker-x-adblock/id1365531024
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/duckduckgo-privacy-browser/id663592361
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/onion-browser/id519296448?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/firefox-focus-privacy-browser/id1055677337
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/documents-by-readdle/id364901807?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/nordvpn-vpn-fast-unlimited/id905953485
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contacts three ways
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Double Exposure

Using Fuzion to combine 
portraits and landscapes into 

striking artworks

The iPhone isn’t just the world’s most-
popular camera — it also lets users 
turn their photos into stunning pieces 
of digital artwork. Double-exposure 
images blend two images together to 
create something unique and inspiring, 
and Fuzion’s expertise is in blending 
landscapes with portrait shots.

As such, you’ll need an iPhone that 
works with Portrait Mode to capture 
the 3D data necessary to automate this 
process.

(That’s any iPhone with dual cameras on 
the back, plus the iPhone XR.)

Getting started

To create double-exposure images for 
yourself, the first thing you’ll need to 
do is download Fuzion.

This is a free app that is simple to use 
but which works incredibly well. Upon 
launch, Fuzion scans your library for 
all of your Portrait Mode images and 
presents them in a grid for you to 
choose from. Choose the image you’d 
like to turn into a double-exposure 
artwork and sit back as Fuzion works its 
magic.

The app will then present you with a 
randomly-generated photo. As you’ll 
see, Fuzion cleverly slices out the 
subject in your picture, sets it against 
a neutral background, and then 
incorporates a second image within the 
bounds of the first one.

The results are quite striking, and you 
can make a few adjustments to improve 
things further – tap and drag to adjust 
the position of the stock background 
image, or switch up to another 
background entirely. (Six are included 
with the free download – you can 
pay to unlock more, or use your own 
background photos).

Frustratingly, there’s no button to re-
roll the randomization – but if you need 
inspiration you can easily back out and 
select the source photo again for a 
fresh, random artwork.

Editing your image

Tapping the Face button lets you 
choose how visible the person in 
your Portrait Mode image is — it can 
be really effective to choose a low 
setting here, with only the shadow of 
the subject remaining in the shot. You 
can also set Dust and Light overlays, 
which subtly alter the texture of your 
image.

There aren’t a ton to choose from, but 
the ones included work well.

All of this can be done free of charge, 
but Fuzion lets users go the extra mile 
if they spend a one-off $3 to unlock 
Fuzion Premium.

Going Premium

This premium purchase firstly unlocks 
additional backgrounds and overlays, 
meaning there’s a bit more to choose 
from when it comes to setting up your 
image. It also lets you apply a range of 
filters to your image to alter the color 
tone of your photo. And, perhaps 
most importantly, Fuzion Premium 
removes the app’s watermark from 
your creations, making them all the 
more shareable.

Once you’ve settled on a design 
you like, Fuzion lets users save their 
image, Instagram it from within the 
app, or send it elsewhere using the 
iOS share sheet. You can even join the 
app’s creative community by using 
the #MadeWithFuzion hashtag.

So, there you have it: creating 
double-exposure, arty images 
couldn’t be easier – so long as you 
have Fuzion installed!  n

FUZION

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fuzion/id1444700913


Virtual DJ

Using an iPhone or iPad to 
seamlessly mix tracks

Let’s get this straight – no bona fide 
DJ worth their salt is going to use 
a virtual DJ app. But that’s rather 
missing the point.

DJ apps are for the committed party 
throwers out there who want to 
add a seamless mix to their next 
shindig, but who don’t have the time, 
inclination or skills to get good on the 
decks.

Here, then, is how to use your iOS 
device to mix like a master.

1. Get Pacemaker

There are loads of DJ apps out there, 
but we’ve gone with Pacemaker 
because it’s free (initially), easy to 
use, great looking, and it’ll make you 
sound like a superstar DJ with almost 
zero skill on your part.

Download Pacemaker from the App 
Store here. You can sign up for a free 
7-day trial if you want features like 
unlimited sessions and extra sound 
effects. Plenty of time to practice for 
a big event, blow everybody’s minds 
with your awesome mix, and then 
cancel the trial.

2. Prepare your music

If you’ve got a Spotify Premium 
account, you should now tap to log 
in. This will let you mix and share 
unlimited music from the Spotify 
library for some virtual crate digging.

Alternatively, you can simply opt to 
skip this process and use the iTunes 
tracks stored locally on your iPhone 
or iPad. In which case, this would be a 
good time to head into the Music app 
and download all of the tracks you 
wish to use for your party mix.

(Note that the app only works with 
tracks purchased through iTunes – 
sadly Apple Music subscriptions are 
not compatible with any third-party 
services like this.) 

3. Add music tracks

From the main screen, hit the ‘+’ 
button to start adding tracks to a new 
mix. After you’ve added your starting 
track, hit the ‘+’ button to the right to 
mix in your second one.

Tracks with a higher Match Score 
(marked by little green circles) will 
lead to a smoother mix.

You can stick multiple tracks together 
like this or, if you’re feeling really lazy, 
just hit the Mix Playlist button at the 
top of the track selection screen for a 
completely automated mix.

4. Tweak the mix

However you construct your playlist, 
you can jump in and tweak how any 
two tracks combine. Just scroll across 
the timeline and hit the white boxes, 
which represent where two tracks 
overlap.

Here you can stretch how 
pronounced the overlap is by sliding 
the two circular tabs left and right, as 
well as adjusting the fade in and fade 
out volumes by sliding the lozenge-
shaped tabs up and down. Swipe 
down at any time to go back to the 
main timeline.

Note that it’s possible to start the 
transition to the next track earlier by 
dragging to the appropriate point on 
the timeline and hitting the little flash 
button at the bottom right.

5. Add live effects

Want to add your own dubby effects 
to the mix? Just hit the FX button in 
the center of the mix circles to bring 
up a radial effects menu.

Touch and hold any of the effects – 
like Reverb or Bass – then trace your 
finger out the circle depending on 
how much of that effect you wish to 
apply, then release. You can apply 
multiple simultaneous effects if you 
wish.

Hit the FX button to turn all the effects 
off, and hit the center of the circle 
again to return to the main mix view.

Happy with your DJ mix? Then hit the 
Save button at the top and give your 
set a suitably cheesy name.  n

PACEMAKER

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pacemaker-ai-dj-app/id593873080


Contact Sorting

Three great apps for better 
managing your contacts

Apple’s built-in Contacts app is 
alright, but the App Store offers 
more effective ways of managing 
your contacts on iOS. From contact-
launchers to clever contact-blockers, 
here’s a quick rundown of the best 
contact management apps available 
for your iPhone.

Grab a speedy launcher for 
your Home screen

Favorite Contacts Launcher is a great 
app that adds a contact-launcher to the 
iOS Lock screen. This means that, once 
configured, you’ll be able to swipe 
left on your iPhone and speed dial or 
message your favorite contacts from a 
dedicated widget.

You can choose your favorite contacts 
in the iOS app itself before adding 
the widget to your Lock screen (to do 
this, scroll down to the bottom of your 
widgets, tap “Edit,” and then enable 
the widget for Favorite Contacts).

Just make sure you tap “Show More” 
on the Favorite Contacts widget, 
otherwise the call and message buttons 
will remain hidden after tapping on a 
contact.

The app is free from the App Store.

Upgrade the Contacts app to 
a better alternative

Covve, on the other hand, aims to be an 
all-out replacement for your Contacts 
app, and in doing so it offers a bunch of 
impressive features.

First, you can organize your digital 
address book with favorites, archives, 
and tags, and the app works a bit of 
techno-magic in the background, too, 
by finding additional details about your 
contacts like country, company, and 
profile images.

There’s also a built-in notes feature 
that allows users to keep tabs on their 
interactions with particular contacts 
— this is something that business 
users might find particularly useful. 
And finally, Covve can remind users to 
keep in touch with individual contacts, 
including family members and friends.

Covve is free on the App Store, but 
some of its features require a Pro 
subscription.

A smarter way to block spam

Sync.ME is a smart, multifunctional 
app. It can search through your social 
networks to assign profile pictures 
to your contacts (a feature which 
works quickly and reliably). But more 
usefully, it can provide information on 
potential spam calls. Once activated, 
Sync.ME will notify users when an 
incoming call is a potential spammer, 
such as a cold-caller or telemarketer. 
Then you can add the number to your 
“blocked” list to stop them calling 
again.

Sync.ME can be yours free of charge 
– a $15/£15 yearly upgrade adds 
additional features like contacts 
backup, background sync, and the 
option of merging duplicate contacts.

There you have it: a trio of powerful 
contact management apps for iOS. 
So what are you waiting for? Head 
to the App Store and take control of 
contacts on your handset.  n

FAVORITES

COVVE

SYNC.ME

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/favorite-contacts-launcher/id916768100
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/covve-ultimate-address-book/id958935377
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sync-me-know-whos-calling/id340787494?mt=8


Ask an expert
Your questions answered

No time to drop into the Apple Store 
and ask the Genius Bar for help with 
your iPhone? Maybe our resident expert 
could help instead!

If you have a question, send it to swipe-
ideas@intelligenti.com and we may 
include the answer in the next issue of 
Swipe!

Q How do I access my Medical ID 
once it’s set up?    - John

Medical ID is a great feature that 
everyone should have activated. Its 
purpose is to display important medical 
information in case of emergency that 
could potentially be used to save your 
life. You can set it up from the Medical 
ID section of the Health app – fill in 
as many details as you like and ensure 
Show When Locked is toggled on.

Once you’re set up, accessing the 
Medical ID data is easy. It’s worth 
knowing not only so you can check 
it works, but in case you’re ever in a 
position where you need to look up 
somebody else’s emergency details.

Simply press the Emergency button 
from the iPhone’s password entry 
screen, and then press Medical ID.  
(The password entry screen will appear 
if you try and fail to log in using Touch ID 
or Face ID.)

You’ll then see a full list of medical 
information and emergency contacts.

Now turn the page to see what’s in 
your next issue of Swipe

mailto:swipe-ideas%40intelligenti.com?subject=Question%20for%20Swipe
mailto:swipe-ideas%40intelligenti.com?subject=Question%20for%20Swipe
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