Evamiving the 25" Pt

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want:

?He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: Sy
he leadeth me beside the still waters. S
3He restoreth my soul: he leadetht me |rl:the ,
paths of righteousness for his name's saké .
*Yea, though | walk through the valley of,the'
shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou art

with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.!

. i ’,.i“"__“... ?

>Thou preparest a table before mein the | Wi ;

presence of mine enemies: thou anomtest my

head with oil; my cup runneth over.

¢Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me a||
the days of my life: and | will dwell in the house
of the Lord for ever. '




"The Lord is my Shepherd" ~
This is telling us that God wants RELATIONSHIP with us.

He wants to be bonded. He wants a connection and an association.

A shepherd takes care of his sheepl'hey love their sheep and
develop a close, intimate relationship with them. So closg that they
know his voice and they trust him.

That is the kind of relationship Christ wants with us. Do you trust
Him today? Do you know His voice when He calls?

It is my prayer that you will develop a relationship, and learn to
listen for Him and learn to trust in Him daily.



"l shall not want" ~

That is SUPPLY Jesus provides, gives, brings and contributes to us
each and every day.

A shepherd understands the needs of his sheep better than they do.
He knows when they are sick and knows how to take care othem.

Jesus knows our needs better than we do. He knows them even
before we speak them, and He is able to supply.

Therefore, there is no need for us to want when it is taken care of.



"He makes me to lie down in green pastures.*

He gives us REST. How many dyou need rest? A shepherd leads
his sheep to fresh pastures and allows them to rest.

Jesus also wants us to find rest in Him. Take a break from the
busyness of life. Break away from the distractions. Put down the

phone. Put your feet up. Pick up your Bibde. Focus on Jesus. Find
peace and rest in His word.

Feel His presence and find perfect REST in Him.



"He leadeth me beside the still waters*

This is REFRESHMENT. We all need refreshment from time to
time.

A shepherd leads his flock to water to refresh andeplenish them.

How many times do you forget to drink water? And when you
finally take a drink of a cold glass of water, it feels so good to your
body. God can fill you up with that same type of refreshment!

A refreshing that restores and makes you wholegain!



"He restoreth my soul"~
This is HEALING.

Christ can fix you, repair you, and reinstate you.

A shepherd understands the needs of the sheep better than they do.
He understands what threatens the sheep, what makes them sick
and then he nurses them back to health.

We know the great healer! He can restore you from the inside out!!



"He leadeth me in paths of righteousness*
This is GUIDANCE.

Christ is our leader. he offers direction, management, supervision
and advice.

A shepherd goes ahead of their sheep and prepares their path.
He keeps them on the mowe so they don't get into a rut.

God wants us continually moving and growing. He guides our steps
and leads us in the direction to Him. He is constantly reaching out
to you and pulling you toward Him.

Follow His path of righteousness and you won't be led asay.



"For His name sake" ~
This is PURPOSE.
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He is leading us on our journey with a purpose. He has a reason.
There is a point to our lives, and to our living. He has a function,
an intention and an aim.

A shepherd leads his sheep to their destination faa purpose.

To tend to them, and take care of them. He does not lead them
somewhere that will harm them. He has a purpose to where he is
leading them. There is reward for them in the end.

God wants what is best for us, and gives us a meaning and a
purpose for our life! And that purpose is to have relationship with
Him, and to be with Him.



"Yea though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death™
This is TESTING.

Difficulties. Trials. Adversity. €A though T whtx
Suffering. #kouah e

No one is immune to difficulties.
There is a sayng that says "You
have either just come out of a trial,
you are in the midst of a trial, or
you are waiting for one to come."
If there is any certainty to this life
here on earth, it's that we will have

trials. Jesus himself told us so"In this world you will have trouble"
John 16:33. He alsosays to "take heart, for | have overcome the
world." Which means that there is hope. These trials will not last
forever.

Even the sheep have trials. They get lost. They get injured. They get
sick. They get attacked. They get in fights. But the shepherd is there
with them through it all.

And He is with us through it all as well.... | pray tonight that you
know this. Wherever you are right now ~ coming out of a trial ~

in the midst of a trial ~ or anticipating one to come ~ Jesus is there
with you!



"I will fear no evil".
That is PROTECTION.

Christ is our defense. He is our shield and our guard. We find
safety and security in HM.

A shepherd works tirelessly to provide protection and security for
his sheep. He defends his sheep against all their enemies. He even
provides protection while they sleep.

That is the same with Jesus. The enemy will come at us at our
weakest points in Ife. When we are most vulnerable, and even
when we sleep. But if we have JESUS with us in our hearts and in
our minds, we have no reason to fear! He will protect and guard us
from the enemy. He is our shelter. He is our safeguard.

There is evil in this world. The enemy is out to steal, kill and
destroy. BUT we have PROTECTION! Find refuge in the one who
protects you!



"For Thou art with me" ~
This is FAITHFULNESS!
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A closeness, authenticity, accuracy and truthfulness. Knowing that
He is always with us brings a sense of security.

Do you know that if one sheep gets lost, a shepherd with ensure the
other sheep are safe and then go look for that lost sheep? He loves
each and every one of them and is with each and every one of them.

If you lo se your way, Christ will seek after you. He is FAITHFUL.

He will not desert you. He has promised to never leave us or
forsake us.

We can stand on the promises of a FAITHFUL God!



"Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." ~
This is DISCIPLINE.

We all need order,
regulations, restraints, your rod and your staff,

authority and correction. they comfort me.
(Psalm 23:4 NIV)

Sheep are no different
than us. They need
direction and correction
from time to time. As I'm
sure you know, they can
tend to wander aimlessly.
A shepherd is there to
direct them where to go
and keep themall in order. They have restraints on them and need
to stay together and in a certain area. They must have order, or
they will wander in all different directions.

Humans can do the same thing. Our minds can drift and wander
aimlessly. But what's worse fowus is that is when the enemy will try
to sweep in and pull you in a totally different direction. And his
directions are never good for us. How many times have you
regretted listening to the enemy?

(And to steal a phrase from the nicest little lady at chuch this
Sunday)



"That's when Jesus steps in and gives me a 'sweet whoopin' to get
me back in line."

His rod and His staff are not bad things. They discipline us, keep us

in line, and ultimately bring us comfort knowing He wants what is
best for us.



"Thou prepares a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:"
That is HOPE!

This is something to look forward to. Something to anticipate and
wish for.

We look to the future with trust and faith.

This whole time a shepherd spends with his sheep, he is building
relationship and trust. They know His voice, they follow him

wherever he goes knowing he is leading them somewhere safe. They
know they are loved and cared for.

Christ is leading you in the same wayWhen you have relationship
with Him, you learn to trust. You look forward to where He is
leading you. There is someplace better.

We have HOPE for a wonderful life with Him.

Keep trusting! Keep praying! Keep HOPING!



"Thou annointest my head with oil" ~
This is CONSECRATION.

This is declaring something to
be sacred. Sanctifying them
Blessing them or dedicating
them.

Often times a shepherd will
anoint his sheep with oil to
prevent disease or heal an
injury. He loves them so much,
he wants them protected and
well. He cares for them and
nurses them back to health.

Christ is like that with us. He
anoints us with oil to declare us
pure and His. He wants blessing
on you and wants you protected and in good health.

You are sacred to Him!



"My cup runneth over". ~
This is ABUNDANCE!

Having plenty. A wealth of something or great quantity.

A shepherd rejoices in the health, welbeing, and prosperity of his
flock.

Sometimes with all the trials that we go through it's hard to believe
that God truly wants what is best for us- But He does! He wants
what is best for you and He wants it in abundance! Sometimes it's
hard to see our blessings when we get so focused on tpeoblem.
But blessings are there.

God is watching us and cares for us!
God loves You!



