Part 31: Act Two: Paul

Word ALIVE

Opening Quotes
& “The Holy Spirit had not as yet come down
upon any of them since they had only been baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Ac 9:16
& “The Church was being built up and was
making steady progress in the fear of the Lord; at
the same time it enjoyed the increased consolation
of the Holy Spirit.” Ac 9:31
& “I begin to see how true it is that God shows no
partiality.” Ac 10:34
& “Peter was detained in prison, while the church
prayed fervently to God on his behalf.” Ac 12:5
Paul and Barnabas

Background Notes 6
PURPOSE:. Of all of the dogmatic issues that the Church has had
to hammer through the centuries to this day, the first such major
issue is already found in the Acts of the Apostles: the role of
Judaism in the Church, the New Israel. Through Peter and
especially Paul, the Gospel was taken to the Gentile world,
starting in Jerusalem, the center of the Jewish world, to different
cities, to Rome, the center of the pagan world, from which it
would spread to the ends of the earth.
AUTHOR: Luke the Evangelist, a companion of Paul.
DATE: Acts was probably written between 80 and 90 AD.
STYLE: Luke is a physician but also a historian. The style here is
the same as the Gospel that bears his name, chronicling events in
an organized fashion.
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& “We must undergo many trials if we are to enter
into the reign of God.” Ac 14:22
& “It is the decision of the Holy Spirit, and ours
too, not to lay on you any burden beyond that which
is strictly necessary.” Ac 15:28
& “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? I am
Jesus of Nazareth whom you are persecuting.” Ac
22:7
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& “Their disciples knew only how to be filled
with joy and the Holy Spirit.” Ac 13:52
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& “The Gentiles responded to the word of the
Lord with praise. All who were destined for life
everlasting believed in it.” Ac 13:48
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& “Now I know that the Lord sent his angel to
rescue me from Herod’s clutches and from all that
the Jews hoped for.” Ac 12:11

The Story of Part 31: Act Two: Paul
Stephen,

a Hellenistic Jew and one of the first
deacons of the Church, followed Peter’s footsteps in
boldly proclaiming the Gospel. This landed him his own
audience with the Sanhedrin. When he said “I see an
opening in the sky, and the Son of Man standing at
God’s right hand,” the Jews had had enough of this Jesus
talk. They took him outside and stoned him to death. He
followed the footsteps of his Master, Jesus Christ, first
by saying as he was dying, “Forgive them, they know
not what they do,” and, “Into your hands I commend my
spirit.” And so one of the first deacons of the Church
became the first martyr.
One of the first Pharisees who accepted the killing of
Stephen was a Jew named Saul of Tarsus. He was
peculiar in that he was not just a Jew and a Pharisee, but
by circumstance also a Roman citizen. Well versed both
in Hebrew and Greek, he began heavily persecuting this
new sect of Jews who were following Christ.
On his road to Damascus to persecute more followers
of Christ, a bright light knocked him off of his horse.
Jesus spoke directly to him: “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?” even though Saul was persecuting Jesus’
followers. Christ had formed his followers into his own
mystical body on earth. When the apostles received the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, this mystical body
of Christ was given its soul, got up, and began walking
around. When Saul was baptized, he not only became
incorporated into the mystical body of Christ, but
became its most ardent and outspoken evangelist.
Of course, when Paul returned to Jerusalem, the
apostles were afraid of him! It took some time for them
to believe his conversion. Eventually he began freely
walking around Jerusalem, proclaiming to Hebrew- and
Greek- speaking Jews, both who wanted to kill him for
accepting Jesus! But the Spirit was with him and the
whole Church, and there was relative peace throughout
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria.
It was brought to the apostles’ attention that a
Hellenistic Jew named Philip had started a Church in
Samaria and was performing miracles like their own.
Peter and John went to visit him and laid hands on him,
apostolically confirming and authenticating the work that
was being done by Philip.
At this point an unforeseen situation came up. A
Roman centurion named Cornelius expressed his desire
to be baptized. What would the apostles do? This was
not a Jew! When the circumcised (Jewish) followers
began hearing some of the uncircumcised (not Jewish!)
followers speaking in tongues, Peter realized that they
had received the Holy Spirit, so he felt compelled to
baptize the Roman centurion, since God was showing no
partiality. And so a Gentile was baptized!
King Herod, the Jewish puppet king of Rome, then
began a persecution of the Church that landed Peter in
jail. When Peter was miraculously rescued by an angel,

he came to see his freedom from Herod as a sign that it
was time to take the Gospel to the Gentile world.
But it would not be Peter who would be called the
great Apostle to the Gentiles. That title is reserved to
Paul. After being constantly rejected by Jews himself,
Paul boldly declared that since they were thus
convicting themselves unworthy of everlasting life, he
would turn to the Gentiles. When the Gentiles heard
the word of the Lord, they received it with praise! The
apostles approved and sent Barnabas to assist him.
After being kicked out by Jews who rejected Jesus,
Paul and Barnabas went to another town, rejoicing that
they, too, had been persecuted for Jesus’ sake!
At this point dissension arose in the Church as to
whether circumcision was still necessary. A council
had to be held to settle this tricky issue. This was the
first council of the Church, the Council of Jerusalem.
After much debating, Peter took the floor and affirmed
that God had spoken to the Gentiles through him, and
why should they now impose unnecessary restrictions
of the Jewish Law on Gentile converts? Paul and
Barnabas added to this reports of how favorably the
Gentiles received the Gospel. The apostle James then
spoke up and suggested that a minimum of a couple of
Jewish precepts should be kept for the Jewish
converts’ sake, but that circumcision, in keeping with
Peter’s decision, should not be enforced. A letter was
sent to the different local churches pronouncing this
first apostolic decree.
The remainder of Acts focuses on Paul, who would
embark on three world-changing missionary journeys,
establishing churches, and writing letters of
instruction. Persecuted and imprisoned like Peter, Paul
was rescued from his chains by miraculous
intervention. God intended for His “Apostle to the
Gentiles” to take advantage of his background as a
Pharisee and as a Roman citizen to bring God-fearing
Jews and Gentiles into the Church. He showed Jews
that Jesus was the Son of David they awaited, and he
showed the pagans that Jesus was the “unknown god”
that some of them looked for. His journeys were
marked by a dramatic series of events. He was
shipwrecked three times. In one city, a group of
listeners mistook him to be a god himself! In another
city he restored to life a man who had fallen off of a
balcony after falling asleep during one of his sermons!
The letters Paul would send to these local churches
during his journeys would one day become the bulk of
our New Testament. Sometimes they commend the
faith of believers, sometimes they clarify Christian
doctrine to newcomers, and other times they strongly
exhort communities for lapsing in the faith. Other
letters were addressed to Timothy, an elder he
installed at a Church before he died (martyred, like
Peter, in Rome). To Paul’s letters we now turn. &

Defending the Faith: Salvation Outside the Church
“If you don’t go to my Church, you go to hell!”
The Church Fathers repeatedly said “Outside the
Church there is no salvation.” Pope Boniface even went
so far as to say in his decree Unam Sanctam, “It is
necessary for every human being’s salvation to be
subject to the Roman pontiff.” These words make it
sound like the Catholic Church does what so many
other churches and cults still do – damn anyone who
does not belong. A careful reading of the text and a
little history will clear up this misconception.
Taken word for word, Unam Sanctam does not damn
anyone. It doesn’t even say that anyone has to submit to
the Pope. What it says is that we are subject to him out
of necessity. For example, we may not submit to our
country’s laws and leaders, but we are still subject to
them, whether we like or not. In the same way, you may
not freely submit to the Pope, but like it or not, as a
Christian, you are a member of the flock that Christ
commissioned Peter to oversee as its shepherd (Jn
21:15-17). Christ even gave Peter the “keys to the
kingdom of heaven” (Mt 16:19). What does this mean,
aside from all the jokes that start “A guy dies and sees
St. Peter at the gates of heaven…”? Obviously, Peter is
not our judge – Jesus is. What authority, then, does the
Church have over us?
Christ told his apostles “As the Father sent me so I
send you,” and “He who hears you hears me.” In a
word, we are subject to the teaching authority
(“magisterium”) of the Church. The Church was
commissioned from the outset to proclaim the Good
News, forgive sins, baptize all the nations, and teach
everything that Jesus commanded. To disregard Church
teaching is to effectively disregard Christ’s teaching.

Being saved from the beginning meant accepting
Christ and therefore being incorporated into his
mystical body, the Church. This was a visible
community of believers, a “communion of saints,” as
Paul called the first churches, in communion with the
universal Church which was centered in Jerusalem
before it moved right into Rome, the heart of the
Empire that persecuted it. History also reminds us
that at the time of Unam Sanctam, there were no
Protestant Churches yet, and the Orthodox Churches
were all but destroyed by the Muslims.
But what about today? Now that the Body of Christ
has been visibly divided (and the blame lies on both
sides – CCC 817), the Popes have had to re-formulate
the expression “Outside the Church there is no
salvation” to address this (CCC 846-848). The
possibility of salvation outside the visible Catholic
Church has scandalized just as many people as the
teaching that outside the Church there is no salvation!
But in case there is any question, one priest (Fr.
Feeney) was even excommunicated as recently as the
1950’s for teaching that non-Catholics go to hell.
In all of the debating over whether God saves
people outside this or that church, the better question
may be: Can God save anyone outside the Church?
Of course He can. He’s God! The only way He
wouldn’t is if by “Church” we mean precisely all the
people that God predestined to be saved (Rom 2:1516, CCC 793-794, 839-845).
As members of the one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic Church, we can know where his Body, the
Church is, even if we’re not sure where it is not.

Expressing the Faith: Shines on Me
Blinded by the light, like Paul, Crazy Bread sings of the brilliant truth that the world can sometimes blur.
You got your car, it goes so fast
You got your train, it’s strong, it lasts.
You got your plane, it goes so high,
You got your stars to guide you, but…

I got a God and He shines on me,shines on me,
I got a God, and He shines, shines

I got a God and he takes me there, He takes me there.
I got a God and He takes me there, there.

But it’s you I’ve been running from,
You I’ve been thinking of,
You I’ve been praying on, and on, and on (repeat)
(chorus 1 and 2)

And all the “crosses” that you bear,
And all the clothes you like to wear,
The fancy places that you dine,
Your diamond ring that shines, but…

You got your life, it goes so fast,
And all your thrills, well they won’t last.
A shining light you just can’t see,
I’ve got a God and He shines on me.

È Next time: “Good Faith Works” Ç

