

http://www.saratoganygenweb.com/gwsarhh.html
http://www.dennisahogan.com/
http://www.genealogyintime.com/

Brick Wall o Real or Imagined

A If we say we have a brick wall, are we
giving up?
A Should we be giving up?

A There is a school of thought that says
we should not use the term because it Is
defeatist.

A The experts tend to say that there is
almost always more research to be done.



Resources

Code Title Author Copyright Publisher

Colleen Rice Book Press,
FG Forensic Genealogy Fitzpatrick, PhD 2005 Fountain Valley, CA
Marsha
The Family Tree  Hoffman Rising, Family Tree Books,
PS Problem Solver CG,FASG 2011 Cincinnati, OH
Advanced George C.
Genealogy Research Morgan & Drew McGraw-Hill Education,

AGRT Techniques Smith 2014 New York
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1) Cluster Genealogy

A Technique to learn more about an ancestor
by examining records left by the
ancestor's extended family, friends,
neighbors, and other associates.

A "Cluster genealogy is not required in
solving all genealogical problems - only the
most di fofMarsha Hoffmao Rising

A Elizabeth Shown Mills refers to this as the
FAN Club o Family, Associates, Neighbors



1) Cluster Genealogy

A Techniques which complement Cluster
Genealogy

I Whole Family Research
AThoroughly research siblings at each level
AA pre -requisite for Cluster Genealogy

I Reverse Genealogy/Descendancy Research

ASearch forward (to present day). Find &
contact all living descendantsof a obr i1 a k
couple.



1) Why do Cluster Genealogy?

A The more people you investigate, the more
records you will find. These records may
fill holes In research based on your
Immediate family.

A Patterns will emerge & names, migration,
nlaces of origin, destination, occupations.

A Descendants of collateral relatives and
associates may have family information
that you do not have.

A PS 69-88, AGRT 65-83




2) Re-examine in DETAIL the
of actso you h

\

AOne or more o O
S n

t ake 1 s 1 |
chase.

A Start at the beginning and verify every fact and
source. (You may want to join the Genealogy Do-Over .)

A Put your problem in writing/Create a research report.
This process may expose gaps or inconsistencies.
Here is an article from Elizabeth  Shown Mills:
http:// evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson -
20-research -reports -research -success

A Fight the temptation to make assumptions. Take a
skeptical approach to every

A AGRT 1-38

f your factsbo
correct of act o



http://worldwidegenealogy.blogspot.com/2015/01/the-genealogy-do-over-and-genealogy.html
http://evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-20-research-reports-research-success

3) Search what other people have
found

A Published genealogies, forums, mailing
lists, familysearch , ancestry, online
family trees, PERSI.

APS 18



4) Procure the ORIGINAL
documents

A Indexes, transcriptions, OCR can all
Interject mistakes.

A Viewing the original document eliminates
some mistakes and usually provides more
complete information.

A AGRT 39-63



5) Visit the ancestral community

A Only a minuscule percentage of
genealogical information Is available
online.

A Talk to local librarians and historians.

A Visit libraries, historical societies,
churches, cemeteries, and repositories.

AYou will oOstumbl e acrt
could never find online.

APS 34



6) RI sIi ngo0os Rul e
Multiples with the same name

ARi singds Rule: OAssurt
one ot her person wit:@l

A How do you distinguish amongst multiple
people with the same name? Rising
describes an eight step process.

APS 140-157



/) Cousin Bait

A Someone out there knows something about your
family that you do not know.

A Morgan & Drew
forums, mailing
genealogywise,

A Uploading to on

discuss: genealogy societies,
Ists/message boards, facebook,
plogs, wikis

Ine trees Is barely mentioned in

these books, but here are the major players:
- https://[familysearch.org [/, click on Tree tab

- http ://trees.ancestry.com /

- https:// www.findmypast.com/family -tree

|
|
T http /| www.myheritage.com/
|
|

" See Quick and Easy Cousin Bait handout

A PS 18 & AGRT 95-115


https://familysearch.org/
http://trees.ancestry.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/
https://www.findmypast.com/family-tree
http://www.dennisahogan.com/lectures-and-handouts

8) Land Records & Maps

A Land records are an under utilized tool but they will
lead you to In -laws, maiden names, neighbors, and
siblings.

A Find maps contemporary with the time frame that
you are researching.

A Look for boundaries (& boundary changes). To find
records you need to under s
the states/counties/towns that you are
researching.

T http:// www.mapofus.org/

T http :// www.randymajors.com/p/maps.htmi
T http /| www.census.qov/geo/reference/boundary -changes.html

A PS 21,114, 125139



http://www.mapofus.org/
http://www.randymajors.com/p/maps.html
http://www.census.gov/geo/reference/boundary-changes.html

9) Photo Analysis

A Fitzgerald gives many techniques for ferreting
Info from photos.

A Learn how to enhance images.

I Save original at highest possible guality. Label it
obviously as an original. NEVER modify the
original.

I Make copies of original to try your
oenhancements. 0

I Some photos have parts with significantly
different characteristics (so making a change
helps one part but hurts another). Crop and save
multiple portions of the photo and enhance
separately the individual portions.

A FG 7-58



10) Database Creation & Analysis

A Use a spreadsheet (like MS Excel) or
database (like MS Access) in addition to a
genealogy-specific database (like FTM).

A These tools allow you to easlly sort your
file In various ways. Seeing your info in
different forms may display gaps in your
research and trigger new strategies.

A You might collect something like all German
Immigrants in a certain area or all Hogan &
collateral families.

A FG 76-133



11) DNA

A Learn about the different types of tests: Y -DNA,
MtDNA , autosomal

A The cost of these tests is decreasing while the
benefits are increasing (as the databases increase in
size). Soon DNA will be a tool used by all
genealogists.

A Autosomal tests may offer the most potential for
genealogists, but which type of test is appropriate
depends on the problem you are trying to solve.

A Objective resource: www.thegeneticgenealogist.com

A FG 145-216, AGRT 117-142


http://www.thegeneticgenealogist.com/

12) Tree Share Syncing

A There are reasons to not trust online
trees (but there are reasons to not trust
ANY source).

A | have benefited from treating content
from online trees as hints.

A This technique does NOT require that
you have an online tree.



12) FamilySearch 0 Tree Share Sync

A Several genealogy database programs have been
certified by FamilySearch f or o0 Tr ee Sh
synchronization with Family Tree:

A Windows

I Ancestral Quest, Family Tree Heritage, Legacy
Family Tree, MagiTree

I RootsMagic (al so certi fi ed for

A Mac
I MacFamilyTree

A See all FamilySearch certifications at
https://familysearch.org/apps/



https://familysearch.org/apps/

12) FamilySearch 0 Tree Share Sync

AHer eds an example of
OoTree Shareo synchror
Family Tree using Legacy Family Tree

Select a person & click the Family Search
icon TR T——— < W

2 EHE @ LUDO@ EDOR &1

Startup Back Mame Marriage Add  Search Search Report Llast Merge Internet Legacy Map Create Census Research) Family
Family List List  Persan= Results Menu Report = = Charting Family CD List  Guidance§Search

Legacy Home~ Family | Pedigree [ Descendant | Chronology | Index |

Parents = Parents
Michael HOGAN (Abt 1828-1907)+ b=t
Susan MAGLE (Abt 1834-1898) -
Husband [P T2zT3 458718 ]69] Wife
‘ <_John Francis HOGAN > o ‘
=4

Bomn 27 Apr 1853, Middlesex, Yates, Mew York, United States

Chr
Died 11 Mar 1943, Reed Comers, Ontario, New York, United States

Buried After 13 Mar 1943, Canandaigua, Ontario, New York, United States

DthCau
@2014 2016 pDennis A. Hogan,
5 Gl den S AR BN Torh =




12) FamilySearch o0 Tree Share Sync

Possible Matches: Using the buttons below, match your Legacy person to a person in the FamilySearch database. If a match is not found,

persoen: John Francis Hogan ( =
s 1 S L)

you can add your Legacy person to FamilySearch.

FamitySearch ID: NiA Import Tree
Matches Duplicates Share Data Sources Discussions Changes
Possible Matches (6)
Name Birth Death Parents Spouse FS 1D
5 John Hogan Mary 4. Mrs Hogan M3DR-3TX
|
John Hogan 1853 Marie Hogan MSKH-5MC
Maszachusetts, United States
g John Hogan Abt 1853 Michael Hogan LVDB-JRD
Susan Hogan "
| Thiz persen is the same as mine | | Mone of these people are a match - | | Advanced Search | %esh

y Legacy Person

Possible match from Family Search
phn Francis Hogan [57] (27 Apr 1853 - 11 Mar 1943) Gote person LVDB-JRD

Fact Bt — A | Facr— I ree— |
Family Relationships Family Relationships

Father (Bio}) 1828-1507 Michael /Hogan/! [243] (LVWG-T13) Father (Bio) 1830-1307 Michael /Hogan/ (L\VDM-42T) i
Mother (Bio) 1834-1858 Susan /Magle/ [244] Mother (Bio) 1834-1911  Susan McGovernd (LVDM-4JB) i

|
Spouse 1855-1951

Marriage 11 Jan 1383
Child (F) 7 Oct 1828

Mary Agnes /0'Shaughnessy/ [68]
Canandaigua, Ontario, New “ork, United States
Frances Catherine /Hogan/ [38]

©2014-2016, Dennis A. Hogan
www.dennisAhogan.com



12) Tree Share Sync

A RootsMagic takes this feature further
by providing tree syncing with not just 1
but 4 huge online trees:

I https://familysearch.org /

I http ://www.myheritage.com/ (Webhints )
AHints based on both historical records & trees
I https://  www.findmypast.com/ (Webhints )

I http://trees.ancestry.com /
Aancestry connection due by end of 2016



https://familysearch.org/
http://www.myheritage.com/
https://www.findmypast.com/
http://trees.ancestry.com/

What 0s Left

A What have you used to break through
you brick walls???



