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This Complete Presentation 
is available online

At www.dennisAhogan.com, click on 
Lectures and Handouts tab
üGoogle Earth for Genealogy 

üSelect a handout and save on your computer

üThen you can click on links to try out 
websites
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Resources

üMapping with Google course, 
https://mapping.withgoogle.com/
üGoogle Earth for Genealogy Volume I & II 
(DVD) by Lisa Louise Cook
üCook, Lisa Louise The Genealogistõs Google 
Toolbox, 2 nd Edition. San Ramon, 
CA:GenealogyGems Publications, 2015.
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Google Earth

üOverlay historic maps - DavidRumsey.com, 
oldmapsonline.org, Newberry Library county 
maps, or maps you have scanned. 

üCreate a tour which can include photos, 
documents, and videos. 

üPlot property boundaries
üPlot migration patterns
üExamine the topography of ancestral areas.
üòVisitó ancestral homes, churches, communities 

via streetview
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Google Earth

üGoogle Earth must be downloaded & 
installed on your computer
üWindows, Mac, or Linux

üUsing Google Earth requires an internet 
connection
üCan be used offline on a limited basis, see 

https:// support.google.com/earth/answer/21423?hl=en
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Google Earth

üThere are 2 versions of Google Earth
üGoogle Earth (free download)
üGoogle Earth Pro (formerly $399, currently 

free download)
üPro enhancements over Earth include more layers, 

better measurement tools, HD Movie Maker, higher 
resolution printing, better spreadsheet handling

üBoth versions can be downloaded from 
https:// www.google.com/earth/explore/products/desktop.html

üPro requires a license key ðyou can use GEPFREE
üEnter your email address & license key & click Login

üI am using the Pro version
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Google Earth ðOverview
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The left sidebar includes:
üA group of pull -down menus offering File, 

Edit, View, Tools, Add, and Help 
üSearch Panel ðGoogle Earth will òfly inó to 

the location that you enter
üPlaces Panelðsave & organize placemarks in 

folders for linking to locations that you 
want to revisit. Checked places will appear 
on the map.

üLayers Panelðprovided by Google & 
partners. Checked layers will appear on the 
map. Selected layers are viewable only at 
certain òaltitudes,ó so zoom in and out to 
display. Also Earth Gallery for sample views



Google Earth ðNavigation
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On the right there are 2 òcompasses,ó a 
street view òpegman,ó and a slider
ü The larger compass is to òLook aroundó ð

you stay stationery while viewing the 
surroundings (click and drag the outside 
ring)

ü The smaller compass is to òMove aroundó 
(click on the arrows)

ü The street view òpegmanó only displays if 
the view includes streets.  Drag the 
òpegmanó onto the map to display streets 
(in blue) for which street view is 
available.

ü The slider allows you to zoom in & out



Google Earth ðToolbar
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Hide or Unhide Sidebar
Add Placemark
Add Polygon (shape)
Add Path (lines & routes)
Add Image overlay
Record a Tour
Show time slider to move between acquisition dates
Show sunlight across the landscape (slider)
Switch between Earth, Sky, and other planets
Show ruler
Email
Print
Save Image
View in Google Maps



Google Earth
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Map Overlays - Rumsey

üGo to the Layers panel
üUnder òGalleryó select òRumsey Historic Mapsó
üRumsey icons will appear on the Google Earth 

map if historic maps are available in the area 
you are looking at

üClick the Rumsey icon on the map to open the 
dialogue box

üClick the map thumbnail in the pop up box to 
add the map to Google Earth

üThe historic map will appear in the Places panel 
and can be moved to any folder you wish .
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Map Overlays - Rumsey
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Map Overlays ðRumsey & Others

üRumsey Historic Maps -
http://www.davidrumsey.com/

ü The Rumsey site has thousands of maps (many more than 
available through the Rumsey layer in Google Earth).

ü Search the Rumsey site (or other sites such as the 
Library of Congress ) for historic maps which interest you 
& save the image to your computer.

ü Digital maps from any source can be overlaid in Google 
Earth.

ü Click on the Add Image Overlay icon on the tool bar to 
overlay an image.

üDrag the green òanchorsó to adjust the historic map to the 
Google Earth map.
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Map Overlays ðRumsey & Others
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Google Earth ðPlotting Land

üHatcher, Patricia Law, Locating Your Roots 
Discover Your Ancestors Using Land 
Records. Cincinnati:Betterway Books, 
2003.

üHively , Neal Otto. How to Plot Land 
Surveys. 2000.  (metes -and-bounds)

ühttp:// www.rockfordmap.com/Submitted -
Content/ImageGallery/Facts%20About%2
0Land%20Descriptions.pdf
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http://www.rockfordmap.com/Submitted-Content/ImageGallery/Facts About Land Descriptions.pdf


Google Earth ðPlotting Land
ü State ðLand States
ü20 states including the original 13: CT, DE, GA, HI, KY, ME, 

MD, MA, NH, NJ, NY, NC, PA, RI, SC, TN, TX, VT, VA and 
WV.

üMetes -and-Bounds System
üPlat Plotter (free) http:// platplotter.appspot.com
üDeed Platter (free) http:// www.genealogytools.net
üMetes and Bounds (free ) 

http:// tabberer.com/sandyknoll/more/metesandbounds/metes.html
üDeedMapper ($) www.directlinesoftware.com

ü Public-Land States
ü30 states, primarily western
üRectangular -Survey/Township -Range System

üBLM/ Earthpoint (free) see the Public -Land slides
üDeedMapper ($) www.directlinesoftware.com
üHistoryGeo ($) www.historygeo.com
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State -Land (1)
üState -Land States use the metes -and-

bounds system
üDeeds or surveys will provide the info you 

need to plot a property.
üFamilySearch has New York, Land Records, 1630-

1975 (images not indexed). Clicking brings up a list of 
counties.  Selecting a county displays all of the files 
available with year ranges. Selecting a file allows you 
to browse the images.
üA starting point will be given. A latitude &  longitude

must be determined if not given.
üA direction and distance will be given to define the 

next point.
üSubsequent directions/distances should connect 

back with the starting point.
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https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2078654


State -Land (2)

üHereõs an example from Plat Plotter
which is a free tool.

üThe starting point is 39.00, -78.90
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http://platplotter.blogspot.com/


State -Land (3)

üPlat Plotter can export a KML file which 
can be imported into Google Earth
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Public-Land (1)

üLand was transferred from the 
government to the original settlers via 
bounty land for military duty prior to 
the Civil War and Homestead Acts.
üThe Bureau of Land Management (BLM ) 

has records for transfer of property 
from the federal government to 
individuals (about 2 million land patents 
from 1820 to 1908).
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Public-Land (2)

üDo a Land Patent Search at the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) Web Site:    
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov
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http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/


Public-Land (3)
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ü The BML provides the Land Patent Legal 
Description which consists of State, 
Meridian, Township, Range, Aliquots (subset), 
Section ðshown in the red box below



Public-Land (4)
üEnter the Land Patent Legal Description into 

the Earthpoint websiteõs òTownship and Range 
ðSearch By Descriptionó Tool  
http ://earthpoint.us/TownshipsSearchByDescription.aspx
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Public-Land (5)
üClicking on Fly To Google Earth invokes Google Earth
üThe blue box is the NE quarter of the SE quarter of 

Section 32 ( purple box ) [BLM Aliquot: NE1/4SE1/4]
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Public-Land (6)
üThe BML provides useful supporting 

documents:
üClick on the icon in the Image column to display the warrant 

document which conveys the property.

üClick on the link in the Accession column to display the plat 
image.
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Google Earth ðSpreadsheet(1)
ü Exported a KML file in Google My Maps for the cemeteries 

of the Town of Gorham.

ü Saved the file on my computer (or open directly in Earth).

ü Imported that KML file into Google Earth via the File 
menu\Importé
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