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Jazz musician George Weldon performs on the vibraphone with his band at Sandy Run Middle School as part of Black History Month celebrations
Feb. 4, 2016. Behind Weldon is music teacher Sean Kennedy.

AND ALL THAT JAZZ.

Music kicks off Black History Month at Sandy Run

By Linda Finarelli
lfinarelli@21st-centurymedia.com
@lkfinarelli on Twitter

UPPER DUBLIN » It was all about
jazz at the kickoff to Black His-
tory Month at Sandy Run Mid-
dle School last week.

Jazz musician George Weldon
on the vibraphone was accompa-
nied by professional musicians
Jeff King of New York City on the
saxophone, Bill Schilling on pi-

ano, Nimrod Speaks on bass and
Sandy Run music teacher and
drummer Sean Kennedy.

The somewhat impromptu
group treated the middle school-
ers to the music of John Col-
trane, one of the most significant
jazz saxophonists and composers
in music history, at three assem-
blies Feb. 4.

Weldon, Schilling and Speaks
are based in Philadelphia, and
while none of the five had ever

played together before, improvi-
sation and jazz go hand in hand,
Weldon pointed out.

“Jazz is the only music in the
world where we get on stage and
improvise as we go along,” Wel-
don said. “You can play the same
song over and over and everyone
puts their own spin on it,” he
said, comparing the jazz group
to a flight crew who have never
flown together before.

“I usually do this with some-
one else’s band,” Weldon said,
noting he has introduced stu-

dents in inner city schools to jazz
previously, but Sandy Run was
his first foray into the suburbs.

Weldon was invited to the
school by Sandy Run Principal
Jill Clark, a classmate of his at
Wissahickon High School, he
noted, adding his mother had
been a longtime Upper Dub-
lin district elementary school
teacher.

Providing the students with a
brief history of Coltrane’s career,
Weldon called him “an inspira-
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tion to all of us who play
his music.”

In addition to Col-
trane’s music, the group
played a jazz rendition
of Rodgers and Ham-
merstein’s “My Favorite
Things,” and Duke El-
lington’s “In A Sentimen-
tal Mood,” which Weldon
said Coltrane “gave a jazz
standard to and made it
famous.”

Three Sandy Run stu-
dents — Sophi Schneider
on alto sax, Ma’ayan Sha-
har on flute and Aaron
Fitzgerald on guitar —
joined the professional
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musicians for a 12-bar
blues composition by Col-
trane to wrap up the per-
formance.

Weldon performs the
music from the Great
American Songbook and
is known for his inter-
pretation and song se-
lection from the compos-
ers Cole Porter, Duke El-
lington, Rodgers & Hart
and George Gershwin,
his website says. He per-
forms in Atlanta, Ga.,
New York, N.Y., Philadel-
phia, Pa., and Washing-
ton, D.C., and the George
Weldon quartet has a reg-
ular engagement at the
Comcast Center in Phil-
adelphia and The Garage
Restaurant & Cafe’ in New
York’s West Village.

Jeff King plays the saxophone with jazz musician George
Weldon at Sandy Run Middle School as part of Black
History Month celebrations Feb. 4, 2016.
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Bassist Nimrod Speaks plays with jazz musician George
Weldon at Sandy Run Middle School as part of Black
History Month celebrations Feb. 4, 2016.



