Song Story # 5 – That’s Why
A few years after we began Heart of the City Ministries, I was blessed to become
part of a monthly multi-ethnic prayer meeting of pastors and ministry leaders.
Later that gathering moved locations and became a weekly meeting. We met at
noon for about an hour at a church in downtown Minneapolis. It was a great time
of getting to know these great people from so many different denominational,
ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds. I think we met for about 5 years and it
was a blessed time.
One of the ideas that came out of this meeting, was for us to all attempt to do an
evangelistic outreach together. Logistically, that’s always a challenge. But we
were all excited about the idea. And so, led by one of the African American
pastors, we coordinated an outreach at the Peavey Plaza outside of Orchestra
Hall in downtown Minneapolis. We hired in a sound company to run sound, a
small version of the Heart of the City Band set up our equipmentand we began to
sing. Then some of the pastors shared testimonies and the Gospel. It was a
great experience. I remember having leadership there who were African
American, Hispanic, Hmong, and Messianic Jewish and Caucasian. It was
fascinating to watch people getting on and off the buses listening to us right there
on Nicollet Avenue and then to have people come out of Orchestra Hall all
dressed up and holding their cocktails in their hands while they listened to us.
Each person of various ethnicities amongst the leaders and the band members
seemed to draw those of the same ethnicity to them from the crowd . It was an
awesome time of working together in unity, showing the world the beautiful
diverse Body of Christ and getting the Gospel outside of the four walls of our
church buildings. That was one of those rare events with such wonderful
cooperation in the Body of Christ and I hope to have lots more of those kinds of
stories to tell in the future. But as I was reflecting on that event and how much I
loved getting out in the public like that, I was aware that, because our ministry is
focused on the Church and on worship music, we didn’t have a lot of songs that
were outreach oriented. I wanted to write a song that would explain why we were
joyful and why we were there and why we were singing what we were singing
and why we love the Lord. I wanted it to rock and also have a Gospel feel so that
it would fit in an urban setting and draw the attention of those who might hear us
and I wanted to proclaim the hope of the Gospel as clear I could. And that’s how
the song “That’s Why” was birthed. It was interesting that Tommy Walker wrote
another song by the same title with some similar lyrics after I wrote this one that
was big with Promisekeepers and Christian radio, but I’d never heard his song
when I wrote this one and I'm sure he didn't hear mine. The idea must have
been on the heart of the God.
This song is a lot of fun for us to sing. George Parrish manages to really rip it up
on the electric guitar and Jodie Sellers does a great job with vocal fills.

In 2009, with extra support from people who believe in our ministry, we were able
to fund four extra outreach events like that one back at Peavey Plaza and I was
really thrilled to be able to do so. We hope to do many more in the future. Jesus
has changed our lives and we want the world to know why we praise Him so they
will come to Him too.
You can click on this link to hear this song and see a slideshow of it on Youtube.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdO2ZSu0RbE. Most of the slides for this
song are from various outreach concerts we've done including at the Little Earth
Native American housing project, the North Minneapolis outreach on Broadway
avenue, the Apple Valley Jubilee food giveaway and the Marie Sanvik Center
neighborhood outreach in South Minneapolis. This song is recorded on our
Heart of the City “With One Voice” CD. If you don’t have this CD already, you
can order them from us by emailing us at dadler@heartofthecity.org or you can
download just this song on Itunes, CDBaby.com and many other mp3 sites.

That’s Why

Words and Music by Dan Adler

1. We were lost, now we’re found! We were blind but now we see!
In our sins, we were bound! But the Lord set us free!
Chorus: That’s why we praise Him! That’s why we celebrate!
That’s why we praise Him! Because His love’s so great!
That’s why we praise Him! That’s why we praise His Holy Name!
2. He’s the Judge, He’s the King! He’s the Name above all names!
Maker of everything, yet He bore our sin and shame!
Chorus: That’s why we praise Him! That’s why we celebrate!
That’s why we praise Him! Because His love’s so great!
That’s why we praise Him! That’s why we praise His Holy Name!
We Praise Him! We Praise Him!
We Praise Him and lift His Holy Name! (repeat)
3. He’s our Strength! He’s our Shield! He’s the Rock on which we
stand
By His stripes we are healed! And He holds us in His hand!
Chorus: That’s why we praise Him! That’s why we celebrate!
That’s why we praise Him! Because His love’s so great!
That’s why we praise Him! That’s why we praise His Holy Name!

Bridge: He’s our Savior, He’s our Friend
He’s the One whose Love won’t end
He’s the bond that makes us one
He unites us in the Son! That’s why!
We Praise Him! We Praise Him!
We Praise Him and lift His Holy Name!(repeat)
Copyright 2000, Heart of the City Music/ASCAP, All Rights Reserved
Used by Permission

