Screaming Orphans’ Long Bio
Screaming Orphans are four sisters - Joan, Gràinne, Angela and Marie Thérèse - from Bundoran, County Donegal, Ireland. From an early age, the Diver sisters performed with their mother Kathleen Fitzgerald, a well-known céilí singer in Ireland, playing shows in Ireland, England and Germany. 
When the band hit their teenage years, they formed their own Celtic pop/rock band, Screaming Orphans. The band’s first pop/rock shows were at local surf festivals in Bundoran playing cover songs. Soon they started writing their own music and travelling to Dublin to play the singer/ songwriter clubs, including the famous Whelans. At one of these shows, Screaming Orphans were seen by the director of London based Blue Mountain Music publishing company, founded by Chris Blackwell of Island Music, and subsequently signed a deal with them.
The band’s next break came with an invitation to play at a St.Brigid's day concert in Kildare along with Irish artists like Christy Moore, Liam O'Maonlai, and world-renowned Sinead O'Connor. Sinead O’Connor then asked the band to be her back-up singers and open for her on her Gospel Oak Tour in 1997. Screaming Orphans went across Europe, America and Canada, and appeared on David Letterman and numerous other TV shows as part of Sinead O’Connor’s show and as a band in their own right.
The following year was spent touring with world music star, Babba Maal, singing at his homecoming concert in Dakar, Senegal, and contributing vocals to his album Nomad Soul. The band also recorded with Peter Gabriel and were backing vocalists on the Joni Mitchell track Magdalene Laundries for the Chieftains Tears of Stone album. They also contributed tracks to the Jeremy Thomas film All the Little Animals, starring John Hurt and Christian Bale.
In the late 1990’s, the band signed with Warner UK (WEA) and recorded their debut album in Normandy France with the legendary Mike Hedges, who has been producer for the likes of Siouxie and the Banshees, U2, Manic Street Preachers, Texas, and Travis.
In 2001, the band traveled back and forth to the US to work on music for cartoon pilots with Funny Garbage, an interactive development company whose clients include MTV Networks, Cartoon Network, Comedy Central, The Smithsonian Institution, PBS, CNN, and HBO. At that time, Screaming Orphans also started playing various music venues throughout the US, including Irish festivals, universities and performing arts centers.
The band soon became one of the most sought-after Celtic bands and continues to tour and play extensively across America, Canada and Europe. The band is known for their powerful, award-winning sound that combines their own original melodic old-school pop songs with their unique and modern take on traditional Irish music and song. 
Screaming Orphans have played at the Milwaukee Irish Festival, Pittsburgh Irish Festival, Iowa Irish Festival, Dubuque Irish Hooley, Irish Fair of Minnesota, I2000 Music and Arts Festival, Niagara Celtic Heritage Festival and Highland Games, Celtic Festival Missoula, Colorado Irish Festival, Celtic Fling and Highland Games, North Texas Irish Festival, Annapolis Irish Festival, Florida State Fair, Florida Keys Celtic Festival, Greater Philadelphia Mid-Winter Scottish & Irish Music Festival and Fair, Weston Irish Festival, Riverfront Irish Festival, Boston Irish Festival, Pipes in the Valley, Saltwater Celtic Festival and many more festivals and fairs. 
Screaming Orphans’ 2017 Folk/Irish album, Taproom, charted No. 1 in the iTunes World Music charts and top ten in the Billboard World Albums charts. Taproom was named 2017 Folk/Pop/Rock Album Of The Year by the Folk'n'Rock magazine. The band was previously nominated by the Irish Music Awards for Best New Irish CD and have won the Top Celtic Rock band category. They were also included on the Ultimate Guide to Irish Folk album, released in 2014, which includes tracks from many of their musical heroes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Screaming Orphans 2019 pop album "Life in a Carnival" charted in the top 25 in the iTunes Pop Music charts in the U.S., top 10 in the Billboard World Albums charts, No. 1 in the iTunes Singer/Songwriter charts in Ireland, and No. 3 in the overall iTunes music charts in Ireland. Produced by internationally distinguished producer John Reynolds (Sinead O’Connor, Damien Dempsey, Brian Eno, Robert Plant, David Byrne, and many more), the album blends breezy pop music (Carnival, Ordinary Woman, My Heart, Somebody, and Happy Together, a bubbly cover of The Turtles’ hit song) and hazy ballads (Guardian Angels, Loved And Lost, Shine, Sunday Morning) with boisterous pop/rock tunes (Raise Up Your Glass, Scream).
As of this year, the band has released 14 albums of both original pop/rock and traditional Irish music:
Life in a Carnival 2019
Taproom 2017
Dance With Me e.p. 2015
Ballads Rule OK 2015
Toy Theatre 2013
Sliabh Liag 2013
Lonely Boy 2011
The Jacket’s Green 2011
East 12th Street 2009
Belle’s Isle 2009 
Circles 2005
Back to Dublin 2005
Screaming Orphans 2003
Listen and Learn 2001

Contact 
bookings@screamingorphans.com
More Information
www.screamingorphans.com
www.youtube.com/screamingorphans
www.facebook.com/screamingorphans
