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~ start with the bass player
steveholleymusic@gmail.com
SteveHolleyMusic.com

The bass player is the foundation of any band. The relationship between
bass and drums not only establishes the groove, but sets the tone for the
band as a whole. If you have a solid rhythm section the possibilities are
endless! The bass player’s primary role is to lock with the drummer,
provide tonality to the kick drum, and provide a solid foundation for the
rest of the band.
There is a wealth of available information on how to play the bass in print,
online, via private lessons, etc. so we won’t go into great detail here. With
that in mind, here are a few tips to help inform you as a coach in setting
your bassist on the right path to develop good habits, good technique, and
a strong pocket.
• Make sure the strap is set at a comfortable height - the bass should
be at the same height when sitting or standing
• For left hand technique, the bassist’s thumb shouldn’t be visible to
you. It should rest behind the 1st or 2nd finger, depending on
physiology. The bass neck is not a baseball bat!
• On the left hand, most bassists will gravitate towards a 4 finger (one
finger per fret) or 3 finger system (upright fingering). For bassists
with smaller hands, the 3 finger system might prove to be easier
• For the right hand, the forearm should rest on the upper bout of the
bass with the right thumb resting on the front pickup
• Have your bass player stand where they can see the kick pedal. This
will help with visual cues
• If your bass player has trouble hearing themselves check to make
sure their tone isn’t too muddy, have them stand away from the
amp, or have them sit directly on the amp
• Develop a musical vocabulary via listening and transcribing
• Don’t overplay – enjoy the groove!
R&B/soul/funk/rock/pop bass players to listen to:
(this list is not exhaustive in any way, shape, or form!)

James Jamerson
Duck Dunn
Willie Weeks
George Porter, Jr.
Pino Palladino

Chuck Rainey
Bob Babbitt
Bootsy Collins
Verdine White
John Paul Jones

David Hood
Tommy Cogbill
Nathan Watts
Carol Kaye
Paul McCartney
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