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INTRODUCTION
,GRQ·WNQRZZKDW\HDULWZDVRUKRZ,JRWWhe book, but I re-
PHPEHU RSHQLQJ D FRS\ RI $: 7R]HU·V 7KH .QRZOHGJH RI WKH
Holy and reading the first sentence:
´:KDWFRPHVLQWRRXUPLQGVZKHQZHWKLQNDERXW*RGLVWKHPRVW
LPSRUWDQWWKLQJDERXWXVµ
It sounded like a bit of an overstatement to me;; maybe some
exaggeration to just get the reader interested. But as I continued
further into the book, the truth of that statement became very clear.
I began to see that the way I was thinking, making decisions and
living my life was directly controlled by what I really believed
about who God was and what He was like.
Being a songwriter, I found myself swept into writing songs
DERXWWKHDWWULEXWHVRI*RGWKDW7R]HU·VERRNKDGIRFXVHGPHLQRQ
(At the time I was touring and preaching the gospel with a band
callHG )RROLVK 7KLQJV  7ZR RI WKH HDUO\ VRQJV ´:KR &DQ &Rm-
SDUHµ DQG ´7KLV /RYHµ  HQGHG XS RQ RQH RI RXU DOEXPV ,W ZDV
wonderful to see people blessed by these truths of God through
music.
I read and re-read that book several times and scribbled down
notes at the end of the chapters that might be turned into more song
lyrics eventually. I had the idea of someday making a record full of
songs on the attributes of God to accompany that book. So over the
following years I carried on with writing those songs, and they real-
ly seemed a blessing whenever shared in worship gatherings. But I
also began to realize there was a problem with my idea of this
project. That is, for many people, Tozer was hard to read. I had rec-
ommended the book to some others but sometimes heard
FRPPHQWVOLNH´,WVHHPHGOLNHLWZRXOGEHUHDOO\KHOSIXOEXW,KDYH
WURXEOH XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKH ZD\ KH ZULWHVµ $QG LW·V WUXH +H ZDV
from a different generation and probably stylistically influenced by
even older generations. Over time, I guess I had gotten used to his
style of English because of some other authors I often read who
wrote similarly.
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It was such a sad thought to me that because of a language or
FXOWXUH JDS PDQ\ FRXOGQ·W EHQHILW IURP VXFK VWURQJ WHDFKLQJ RQ
this subject. I believe in our times we are desperate for a bold proc-
lamation of the true God, but where will people hear it? Many of
the old books are hard to understand and systematic theology vo-
lumes are even more intimidating. Even in many churches the
SDVWRUV ZRQ·W EULQJ RXW WKH Ueal God of Scripture, for fear it will
H[SRVH D PXOWLWXGH RI SUREOHPV WKDW HYHU\RQH·V LJQRULQJ %XW ZH
FDQ·W VWD\ LQ WKH VSLULWXDO GDUN RU ZH·OO FRQWLQXH RXU VOLGH DZD\
from the treasure and safety of knowing the true God.
6RWKDW·VKRZ,HQGHGXSKHUHZUiting this book. It seemed a
clear need, and I had already invested so much songwriting into the
concept that my heart had grown more and more passionate over it.
I still have a strong memory of the night I decided to commit my-
self to creating this book and record. I often go out for walks later in
WKHHYHQLQJZKHUHLW·VHDV\WRJHWVRPHTXLHWDQGSUD\7KDWQLJKW
there was a large Colorado thunderstorm happening to the east. I
remember looking at those gigantic dark clouds and flashes of light
and feeling the thunder shaking the city. What kind of person dares
to attempt to teach people about the God who commands these
storms and stars and galaxies? I thought to myself.
I believe God wanted to remind me how serious a responsibili-
ty it is ²to tell people who He is. The Bible says that teachers will be
judged more harshly than others, so how much more someone
teaching about God Himself! But I also felt the comfort of knowing
WKDWLW·VQRWP\MREWRWHOODQ\RQHZKDW,WKLQNRI*RGLW·VP\MREWR
ILQGZKDW+H·V said about Himself and make it known.
Around that time God also called my wife and me to move our
family to Sweden to minister. Before we left, we had a night when I
invited over a bunch of friends from our church and we gathered in
my basement and recorded the group singing several of the songs
(for the album). It was such a special night and you will hear their
voices popping out at various places in the record. This is actually a
miracle. The hard drive that had the recordings got destroyed and
after failed attempts to recover any information, a friend paid to
send it to professionals at data recovery. They sent photos back
showing that they had opened it in a dust-free room but unfortu-
nately, there was zero percent recoverable information on the drive.
, ZDV D ELW EXPPHG WKDW ZH FRXOGQ·W XVH WKRVH UHFRUGLQJV EXW
8

when it came back in the mail, my friend suggested we pray over it.
So, at a Friday night prayer meeting, we laid hands on it and asked
God to bring the information back. We took it immediately to my
computer and the files were back on it! We were all so amazed and
I feel so blessed that the recordings made it onto the project.
The book part of this project is not a modern translation of
7R]HU·V DOWKRXJKDWWLPHV,·YHZLVKHGIRUFRQYHQLHQFHWKDW I chose
to do that instead). Since my hope was to have something a modern
reader could connect with, it seemed best to start from scratch. I
think every generation needs its own preaching on the subject of
God ²not because He changes, but because our language, culture
and world do. The same truths have always been there, but we
need to hear them communicated in a way we understand and me-
ditate on how they interact with our modern context.
$VLVXVXDOO\WKHFDVHZLWKWHDFKLQJ,·YHEHHQIDUPRUHEOHVVHG
stuG\LQJ WKLV WRSLF WKDQ PRVW ZLOO EH UHDGLQJ ZKDW·V EHHQ ZULWWHQ
here. It is born out of a multitude of hours studying the Scriptures,
long walks with the Lord, slowly reading other works on the sub-
ject and pondering these truths as I go through my days. I have
found that to continually meditate on God is truly nourishment for
HYHU\GD\ OLIH 7KHRORJ\ LVQ·W PHDQW WR EH NHSW LQ VWXII\ ROG VHPi-
nary libraries;; it is to change our thinking and shape our life at
work, home and play.
The year I wrote this book was a challenging one for me. I was
an immigrant in a new culture without many friends. We had got-
ten rid of most of our belongings when we moved and then lost
nearly everything else because of a mold problem. My wife was the
only one who could find work, so I spent the year as a stay-at-home
dad of a three- year-old and a one-year-ROG,ZRXOGQ·WFDOOLWD\HDU
of crisis, but definitely a year of stretching. I only share this to say
that I found the truths about God to be so powerful in encouraging
me, correcting me, and re-focusing me in very practical situations.
Moments of confusion trying to figure out a new place, moments of
exhaustion with children screaming, moments of uncertainty about
what ministry should be like here, moments of sadness missing
loved ones, moments of feeling my identity in question. These are
the same kind of moments we all have day-to-day and God is the
medicine they all need. Knowing who He is and connecting to Him
changes everything.
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,W·VWUXH:KDW\RXUHDOO\WKLQNDERXW*RGLVWKH most impor-
WDQW WKLQJ DERXW \RX , FHUWDLQO\ FDQ·W WHDFK \RX HYHU\WKLQJ DERXW
Him, but I pray this book and these songs will somehow stir you to
hunger, discovery and amazement of who He truly is. May His Spi-
rit, the Gospel of His Son, and the truth of His Word captivate you
and change you³the world is desperate for it.
His,
Isaac Jorgensen
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CHAPTER 1

Why?
7KHUHLVDTXHVWLRQZHRIWHQIRUJHWWRDVN´:KDWLVZRUWKP\
WLPH DQGHQHUJ\"µ0RVWRIXVDUHKDYLQJWURXEOHNHHSLQJ XSZLWK
all the activities and oblLJDWLRQVRIRXUVFKHGXOHDVLWLV:H·UHFRn-
stantly spendLQJ WLPH DQG WKH FUD]\ WKLQJ LV ZH GRQ·W HYHQ NQRZ
how much of it we have to use. A thinking person knows they can-
not afford to waste it, so they must figure out what to prioritize.
A while back I was hired to work an all-night shift in a grocery
store. It was hard work, but one of the perks was, anything you
wanted to eat in the store you were allowed to take (this is like a
OLWWOHNLG·VGUHDPFRPHWUXH 2IFRXUVH,VWDUWHGWKLQNLQJRIDOOWKH
things I could choose and all my favorite tasting foods and candies
DQG VXFK %XW LW ZDV RQO\ RQH QLJKW VR , FRXOGQ·W HDW HYHU\WKLQJ ,
wanted. On top of that, I was doing hard labor and really needed
food that would give me energy and keep me feeling energized. So,
as difficult as it was, I grabbed some healthier food to fill me up
and only had a bit of candy.
:H·UHYHU\PXFKLQWKHVDPHVLWXDWLRQDUHQ·WZH":HKDYHD
ZRUOGRILQIRUPDWLRQLQIURQWRIXVIRUWKHWDNLQJ7KHUH·VVRPXFK
to explore and learn aQG EH HQWHUWDLQHG E\ %XW DJDLQ ZH GRQ·W
have time for all of it, and we have to give some thought to what
information we really need the most.
Why take the time to read a book like this? Because among a
thousand topics you could give your time to exploring there is one
that rises above them all. There is one subject that lies behind every
other subject and touches every part of our lives. This is the thing
we must find time for. This is the thing we most need to get know-
ledge about ²God.
God. If someone DVNHG \RX ´:KDW LV *RG"µ RU ´:KDW LV +H
OLNH"µZKDWZRXOG\RXVD\":KDWFRPHVWRPLQGZKHQ\RXWKLQN
of God? What do you know about Him? Your answer to this great
question of God will impact your life greater than anything else.
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:KHQ ZH VWXG\ VFLHQFH ZH·UH WU\LQJ WR GLVFRYHU ZKDW·V WUXH
about the natural world and the universe we live in. When we
VWXG\KLVWRU\ZH·UHWU\LQJWRILJXUHRXWZKDWKDppened in the past.
When we study biology we aim to understand how life and living
things work. But when we study theology, our aim is to find out
ZKDW·V WUXH DERXW *RG %XW WKLV LV QRW MXVW DQRWKHU WRSLF DPRQJ
many;; it is the topic of topics. Everything else hangs from a thread,
DQG+H·VWKHRQHDWWKHWRSKROGLQJLW:LWKRXW*RGWKHUHLVQRXn-
iverse to study, no history to happen, no life in existence and none
of us to observe it. Who is at the top of that thread and what is He
like?
$OO RI XV WKLQN VRPHWKLQJ DERXW *RG 2QH SHUVRQ VD\V +H·V
ORYLQJ DQRWKHU VD\V +H·V DQJU\ DQG FUXHO 7KH UHOLJLRQV RI WKH
world present all kinds of possibilities about God (or sometimes
gods). Even visiting a selection of different churches under the
QDPH ´&KULVWLDQµ ZLOO UHYHDO D YDULHW\ RI EHOLHIV DERXW WKH GLYLQH
But what is actually true about God? The historical researcher be-
lieveVWKHUHLVDQDFWXDOUHDOLW\RISDVWHYHQWVWKDWKH·VDWWHPSWLQJWR
track down. The scientist discovers the way things really are in the
natural world. In the same way there is a reality about God. He re-
DOO\LVDFHUWDLQZD\DQGWKDW·VZKDWZHZDQWWRNQRw. We can all
have our own opinions about Him, but remember³opinions can be
wrong. Someone can believe whatever they want about Alexander
the Great, but what they think may not be true. The good thing is;; if
\RX·UH ZURQJ DERXW $OH[DnGHU WKH *UHDW LW·V QRW likely to affect
PXFK LQ \RXU OLIH ,I \RX·UH ZURQJ DERXW *RG KRZHYHU \RX·UH
wrong about the thing that potentially affects everything else. You
must know who God is. Here are some reasons, which are all con-
nected to each other:
Your Soul. We all live by what we think, so wrong thinking is
a dangerous thing. You make the decisions you do because you
view things a certain way. How many times have we gone through
D KRUULEOH VLWXDWLRQ DQG WKRXJKW ´,I , RQO\ KDG NQRZQ BBBB EDFN
WKHQµ8QGHUVWDQGLQJWKHIDFWs helps you to make the best choices.
If you think reality is different than it is, then each decision you
make will bring about different results than you think. Like a trav-
eler with a bad map, we will walk step-by-step in the wrong
direction only to evenWXDOO\ILQGZHZHUHQ·WJRLQJDWDOOZKHUHZH
12

WKRXJKW7KLVLVFUXFLDOKHUH·VZK\:KDW\RXWKLQNDERXW*RGZLOO
influence the way you respond to God, and the way you respond to
God will steer what happens to your soul. Jesus Christ pointed out
the logical conclusion: If you get everything in the world but lose
\RXU VRXO \RX·YH UHDOO\ JDLQHG QRWKLQJ ,W·V QRW HQRXJK WR KDYH
your opinion about God, you have to know your opinion about
+LPLVULJKW<RXFDQ·WDIIRUGWREHZURQJDERXWWKLV--it could cost
you everything.
Relationship. True Christianity makes the bold and wonderful
claim that mere men can have an actual relationship with the living
God. A relationship is between real people interacting with each
other. Each relationship in your life is different because the people
\RX·UHLQWHUDFWLQJZLWKDUHGLIIHUHQW:KDWLVWKHSHUVRQ"$IULHQG
spouse, child, mother, teacher, boss? Of course, there are things you
would say to a friend that you would never say to your boss. So
your relationship is affected by what the person is. But also, what is
the person like? What do they prefer and dislike? What are they
passionate about? It seems that the closeness of a relationship is
directly tied to what is held in common. You are not likely to be
close with someone who does what you dislike and dislikes what
you do. People who fall in love find themselves trying to come up
ZLWKZD\VWRPDNHWKHRQHWKH\ORYHKDSS\%XWLI\RXGRQ·WNQRZ
ZKDW VRPHRQH·V OLNH \RX UXQ WKH ULVN RI DFWXDOO\ RIIHQGLQJ WKHP
rather than making them happy. How can we have a close relation-
VKLSZLWK*RGLIZHGRQ·WHYHQNQRZZKDW+H·VOLNH"
Faith. :H·UHWROGRYHUDQGRYHULQWKH%LEOHWKDW*RGWHOOVXVWR
live by faith³that is, trust. God wants our trust (also essential for
relationship). Many RIXVILQGRXUVHOYHVVD\LQJ´,ZLVK,KDGPRUH
IDLWKµDQGWU\LQJWRZRUNXSVRPHIHHOLQJRIWUXVW%XWLI\RXNQRZ
ZKDW VRPHRQH·V OLNH DQG LW·V QRW EDG  WUXVWLQJ WKHP LV DFWXDOO\
natural. Imagine my wife calling me on the phone and telling me to
go take a large sum of money out of the bank and then quickly
KDQJLQJ XS , ZRXOGQ·W NQRZ WKH UHDVRQ DQG ,·G EH FRQIXVHG EXW
,·GSUREDEO\JHWWKHPRQH\%HFDXVH,NQRZZKDWP\ZLIH·VOLNH,
trust VKHZRXOGQ·WKDYHWROGPHWKDWIRUQRUHDVRQ,IVRPHVWUDQJHU
calOHGZLWKWKHVDPHUHTXHVWWKHUH·VQRWDFKDQFH,·GGRLW«,GRQ·W
know a thing about them! All this to say;; God wants our trust.
13

  

.QRZLQJZKDW+HLVDQGZKDW+H·VOLNHZLOOHncourage us to trust
Him.
The book of Genesis informs us about the entrance of sin into
the world³the spiritual disease that has plagued the whole of hu-
man existence. We know Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, but
ZK\" :H ZRQ·W ORRN DW LW LQ GHWDLO QRZ EXW D WKRXJKWIXO UHDGLQJ
will show that the serpent encouraged them to think and believe
untrue and wrong WKRXJKWVDERXW*RG<HVWKDW·VKRZDOOWKHSURb-
OHPVRIPDQNLQGVWDUWHG«ZURQJWKRXJKWVDERXW*RGIROORZHGE\
distrust, and then a devastating decision. The same type of cycle
happens over and over in our lives, even though we often GRQ·W
realize it. One way or another we get lured into believing lies about
Him, and then because of our distrust we choose wrongly. We
might verbally agree with right theological thoughts, but the choic-
es we make are the best indicator of what we really believe about
*RG«DQGZKDWZHreally trust in.
Repair. This distrust of God is the cause of our separation
from Him, and separating from Him is the cause of all the problems
of men. We are built and designed to be with God, if our connection
with Him is broken, we are broken. Like a machine trying to work
on the wrong fuel, we are crippled and struggle to function as we
were meant to. Our damaged relationships, our confusion, our
fears, anxieties, depression and the like, are all signs that things
DUHQ·WDs they should be. The solution, then, is to reconnect to God.
A fish dying on the shore can only be helped by putting him back
in the waWHUZKHUH KH LVIUHHWREHZKDWKH·VGHVLJQHGIRU$PDQ
dying in sin can only be helped by getting back into God. This is
one of the reasons Jesus came. He said his followers would know
the truth and it would set them free. There is a part of this that
happens when we first surrender ourselves back to God. But the
Scriptures tell us that we need to be transformed and this is done
through fixing the way we think (Rom. 12:2). We must get back to
the truth that Jesus said would set us free. I believe the heart of this
truth is God himself. Seeing Him clearly is the best way to see our-
VHOYHVFOHDUO\DQGLW·VDIUHHLQJWKLQJ$ heart focused and centered
on God is a heart how it ought to be. To put it simply, the best
counseling for your problems comes from understanding and res-
ponding to who God is.
14

Church. When we read what the Bible has to say and look at
the amazing things God has done at different points in history, we
PXVW FRQFOXGH WKDW PXFK RI ZKDW ZH FDOO ´WKH FKXUFKµ LV QRWKLQJ
like what it should be. There is often a lack of power, a lack of love.
6RPHSHRSOHZKRFODLPWREHEHOLHYHUVGRQ·WVHHPWRILWWKHGHVFULp-
tion the New Testament gives us. There are accusations from the
world that we are hypocrites³and many of them true. Often,
SHRSOHFODLPLQJWKHQDPH´&KULVWLDQµVHHPWREHQRGLIIHUHQWIURP
anyone else in the world, but they have a religious club they go to
on the weekends. This seems to point us to the problem that our
FKXUFK JURXSV DUH ILOOHG ZLWK PDQ\ SHRSOH ZKR VWLOO DUHQ·W ZRr-
shipping God (trusting and obeying Him), or who are worshipping
D YHUVLRQ RI JRG WKDW LVQ·W WKH UHDO RQH«WKDW·V FDOOHG LGRODWU\ 5e-
member, we all live and make our decisions based on what we
really believe. The church must have a high view of God and a right
view of God. Worship is the way we respond to who we think God
is.
What God are we responding to? Like a piece of clay on the
potteU·VZKHHODJURXSRISHRSOHLVVKDSHGE\WKHLULGHDRI*RG,W
causes them to see the world, themselves and others in different
ways. We must have it right or we will be shaped wrong. There are
some who may have never known the truth and some who may
have forgotten it, but the church must get back to knowing who
God really is and let it mold them.
Can you see it is no exaggeration to make this your number
one priority? If anything is worth striving to understand, it is Him.
Can anything be more important? If you are wrong about God, eve-
rything else is in jeopardy.
What is God?
Who is God?
What is God like?
He is the question of questions and we must know the answer.
May we see Him as He is and understand what to do about it.
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CHAPTER 2

How?
Answering the question of what to spend our energy on must
be followed by a second question;; How VKRXOGZHJRDERXWLW",W·V
great to say we want to understand God, but where can a person
DFWXDOO\ JHW LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW +LP" 6DGO\ PDQ\ SHRSOH·V EHOLHIV
about God are just something they heard or assumed. People will
often tell you what they believe, but they may have never thought
about how they came to believe it. If our concept of God is just
ZKDWZHWKLQNRUIHHORULPDJLQHDERXW+LPZH·UHEDVLFDOO\LQYHQt-
ing something and calling it God. Since we just talked about how
important it is to think right about the Lord, we want to know the
truth ²not just what someone assumed about Him. The potential
consequences of being wrong are too expensive. We want to learn
accurate information from good sources. So we must consider
where we can find true data about God?
Before we continue, there are two common extremes we may
be wise to avoid with the pursuit of understanding God. First, it is
absurd to think we can fully grasp God. Whatever we can discover
about Him, it will never be all of Him. He is so much higher than
us. An ant cannot possibly fully understand a human because he is
something much lower. We have to humble ourselves and ac-
knowledge that we are something far less DQG LW·V QRW LQ RXU
capacity to wrap our minds around what He is. To really under-
VWDQG WKH IXOOQHVV RI +LP ZH·G KDYH WR EH RQ WKH VDPH OHYHO DV
+LPEXWWKHQ+H ZRXOGQ·WUHDOO\EH*RG2QWKH RWKHUKDQGWKLV
GRHVQ·WPHDQZHFDQ·WNQRZsome things about Him. Of course, an
DQWFDQ·W NQRZHYHU\WKLQJ DERXWDKXPDQ EXW KH FDQNQRZ VRPH
things and they are true things. He might know how big a person is
and what they sound like and smell like. So the little creature can
know true things about a human, but he cannot even come close to
completely comprehending all that a human is.
Our goal, then, is to discover what we can know is true about
God. Now back to the question of data. Where do we get accurate
NQRZOHGJHDERXWZKR*RGLV",·PFRQYLQFHGRXUPRVWUHOLDEOH in-
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formation can be found in three places: The Scriptures, the natural
world, and Jesus.
The Scriptures. When we refer to the Scriptures in this book
ZH·UH WDONLQJ DERXW WKH VL[W\-six books compiled into the Bible.
Some argue that this is just the opinions of men since the Bible was
written down by men, but we have good reasons to believe other-
wise. A book that has over and over predicted future events
becomes impossible to explain by natural means. Anyone can write
a religious book, but no one knows the fuWXUH«H[FHSW *RG 6R
when the Bible claims over and over to be from God, and shows
itself to know more than humans should know, it has a good de-
fense for itself. Beyond this, a Christian notices Jesus Christ himself
quotes the Old Testament Scriptures over and over and says they
were from God. Even the New Testament books, we find, are either
written or affirmed as Scripture by the men Jesus sent out to build
His church. Taking logic and Jesus seriously we have to recognize
God is the one behind the Scriptures. What the Bible says about
God is, in a way, God speaking about himself. How amazing and
fortunate we are that He has chosen to inspire such a book. Without
it we would have no other way to discover so much about Him.
The Natural World. What could we know about God if we
had no Scriptures? Well, you can learn some things about an artist
E\ORRNLQJDWWKHLUZRUN<RXFDQVHHZKDWWKH\·UHFapable of, you
can see some of what they love and hate and want to express in
what they make. In the same way we are born into an amazing cre-
ation that God has produced. We are part of His work as well.
People look at the paintings, sculptures, writings, songs and build-
LQJV RI PHQ DQG VD\ WKLQJV OLNH ´:KDW D JHQLXVµ RU ´:KDW D
EHDXWLIXO PLQG WKLV SHUVRQ KDGµ 7KH %LEOH says that the heavens
DQGWKHVN\GHFODUHWRXV*RG·VJORU\DQGKDQGLZRUN 3V 7KH
book of Romans also tells us that some things about God are clear
VLPSO\ IURP ORRNLQJ DW ZKDW·V EHHQ PDGH 5RP  $V ZH Rb-
serve this incredibly complex and beautiful world and universe it
says a lot about what kind of God must be behind it all. Of course,
LW·VDOVRLPSRUWDQWWRDGGWKDWWKH%LEOHDOVRWHOOVXVWKDWPDQ·VIDOO
out of relationship with God seems to have also affected the natural
world negatively. So we see, while looking at creation says a lot,
parts of the picture will be confused without the combined help of
17

  

the Scriptures. Still, this is a wonderful window into God. The
scientists and the rest of us have the joy of discovering what God
has built and how it works. Truly, this amazing invention we call
the universe and everything in it shines as the product of an un-
speakably brilliant and beautiful mind.
Jesus. It is an enormous thing to seriously say we believe
someone is the Son of God, but Jesus is backed by a trail of incredi-
EOH LQIRUPDWLRQ WKDWFDQ·W EHH[SODLQHGDQ\RWKHU ZD\,W·VQRW P\
goal at the moment to unpack that topic, but only to point out that
if God has indeed come to earth as a man and been seen, this is
striking gold for the person mining for information about God. Je-
VXV·EHVWIULHQGZKLOH+HZDVRQHDUWKGHVFULEHV+LPDV*RGOLYLQJ
among them (John1:1, 14, 18). What better way to learn about God
than to have Him living with you? Jesus Himself said that the per-
son who had seen Him had seen God (John14:9). The book of
&RORVVLDQV FDOOV +LP ´WKH LPDJH RI WKH LQYLVLEOH *RGµ +H LV RXU
best source of information about what God is like because He is
WUXH*RG:KHQZHUHDGDERXW-HVXVZH·UHUHDGLQJDERXW*RGLQD
language we can understand³human. We listen to humans and
watch humans all day long so seeing a life that is somehow God in
human flesh is powerful. The book of Hebrews opens by telling us
that in the past God spoke through prophets, but in the last days
+H·V VSRNHQ WR XV through His Son. We can understand God so
much better when we read about the life of Jesus, the words of Je-
sus, and the cross of Jesus.
It already says something about God that He has chosen to
make Himself known to us. He has gone out of His way to reveal
and share Himself with humanity. This must imply that He wants
to be known and should already encourage us about the kind of
*RGZH·UHVHHNLQJ
The Attributes of God. When we talk about an attribute of
*RG ZH·UH MXVW WDONLQJ DERXW RQH RI WKH WUXWKV ZH·YH GLscovered
DERXW +LP +RZ PDQ\ DWWULEXWHV GRHV +H KDYH" 7KHUH GRHVQ·W
seem to be any agreement on this, partially because so many of
them are closely related to one another. Also, we learn different
kinds of truth about God. Some of it tells us what God is, some of it
tells us who He is and other parts tell us what He does. As you
might expect, this makes it challenging to categorize and number
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+LVDWWULEXWHV2QWRSRIWKDWWKHUH·VDOVRDFKDQFHWKHUHDUHPDQ\
truths about HimVHOI+H KDVQ·WLQIRUPHG XVDERXW$OO this to say;;
WKHOLVWRIDWWULEXWHVLQWKLVERRNLVQRWH[KDXVWLYHDQG,GRQ·WIHHO
capable of categorizing them in detail. Our focus is to learn true
things about God and reflect on how it affects our everyday think-
ing and living.
The Personal Factor. WH KDYHIRFXVHGRQ ZK\LW·V ZRUWK RXU
WLPHWROHDUQDERXW*RGDQGKRZZHFDQJRDERXWLWEXWLW·VLPSRr-
tant to remind ourselves of a couple things before we move
forward. One major obstacle we all have is that we tend to have a
bias³every one of us. I mean that we have a tendency to ignore or
explain away things that make us uncomfortable. This really affects
the way we look at inIRUPDWLRQ :H·G OLNH WR EHOLHYH WKDW ZH DUH
people who let the facts lead us to the truth, but our preferences
and experiences and social settings tempt us to ignore or distort
certain facts. There are bound to be things you discover about God
that make you uncomfortable because of what they mean for your
OLIH,W·VOLNHDIODVKOLJKWVKLQLQJLQWRDGDUNURRPDQG\RXEHJLQWR
see how dirty it is. You can preWHQGWKHVHWUXWKVDUHQ·WWKHUHEXWLI
\RXGRQ·WKDYHUHDVRQWREHOLHYHLW·VQRWWUXH RWKHUWKDQ\RXUSUe-
IHUHQFH \RX·UHMXVWWXUQLQJRIIWKH IODVKOLJKW ,WZRQ·WGR\RXDQ\
good in the long run. Remember, Jesus said the truth will set you
IUHH«WUXVW+LPDQGNHHS WKH OLJKWRQ7KH RQHZKR UHYHDOVLVWKH
VDPH RQH ZKR·V ZLOOLQJWRKHOS IL[\RX /HW HDFKRI XVDVN*RGWR
help us with this.
Open up our eyes, Open up our hearts to see,
Show us who You are
6KRZXVZKDWZH·UHVXSSRVHGWo be.
Remember also that there is an enormous difference between
knowing someone and knowing about someone. A book can only
tell you about *RGEXWWKDW·VQRWWKHVDPHDVDFWXDOO\HQFRXQWHULQJ
Him personally. The person who is out to know God will find in-
formation about Him invaluable because it helps them as they
FKDVH D UHDO UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK +LP %XW WKDW·V VRPething only you
can do. There are people who spend their lives studying theology
and the Scriptures and with all they know about Him, they still
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GRQ·WKDYHDQ\SHrsonal interaction with Him. This is a tragedy. If
\RX QHYHU DFWXDOO\ JHW WR NQRZ *RG \RX·UH PLVVLQJ RXW RQ ZKDW
\RX·UHEXLOWIRUZKDW\RXORQJIRUDQG\RXGRQ·WKDYHHWHUQDOOLIH
ZLWKRXW LW -RKQ  3OHDVH GRQ·W MXVW VSHHG WKURXJK WKis book.
6WRS RIWHQ DQG WDON WR *RG DERXW ZKDW \RX·UH WKLQNLQJ DERXW DVN
Him what it means for your life;; act on the truths you learn about
Him.
The Bible is full of verses indicating that God is waiting to
come closer to those who will seek Him. When we realize more and
more who He actually is, this offer becomes an unbelievably incred-
ible invitation. To be close to God and involved with Him is the
highest thing a person can attain. May we all grow in our know-
ledge of Him and grow to know Him.
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CHAPTER 3

God is Holy
If you were transported to the throne room of God right now,
what would it be like? What would you think of the God you were
witnessing? What word would be most fitting to describe the sight?
)URPZKDWZHNQRZLWZRXOGSUREDEO\EHWKHZRUG´+RO\µ
We know at least a couple of men have had a glimpse of what
ZH·UH WDONLQJ DERXW ,VDLDK LQ WKH 2OG 7HVWament and John in the
1HZ7HVWDPHQWERWKVDZDYLVLRQRI*RG·VWKURQHURRPDQGWKH\
both say the same thing. They talk about these incredible creatures
ZRUVKLSSLQJ +LP DQG ZKDW DUH WKH\ VD\LQJ" ´+RO\ KRO\ KRO\µ
,VD5HY -RKQVD\VWKH\GRQ·WHYHQUHVWEXWGD\DQGQLJKW
they continue on about His holiness. This is apparently the over-
whelming impression you get from encountering God. He is Holy.
7KH%LEOHLVVDWXUDWHGZLWKWKHWRSLFRIKROLQHVV,W·VPHQWLRQHG
hundreds and hundreds of times from cover to cover, and implied
HYHQZKHQLW·VQRWPHQWLRQHG,QRQHVHQVH´KRO\µLVDOPRVWDV\n-
onym for God himself. To be holy is to be like God. If someone
HQFRXQWHUVWKHWUXH*RGWKH\·YHHQFRXQWHUHGWKHKRO\,W·VQRWMXVW
RQH RI +LV DWWULEXWHV EXW DOVR VRPHWKLQJ WKDW UHIHUV WR +LV ´JRG-
QHVVµLQJHQHUDO
7RWU\DQGXQGHUVWDQGWKLVFRQFHSWRIKRO\ZH·OOWKLQNDERXWLW
from two angles: What God is and what God is like. For example,
you are a human;; that is what you are. You have a body with a
head, two legs and two arms, you have a brain, you need oxygen
and so forth. These things describe your essence;; what you are. But
also, what are you like? Are you good or bad, nice or mean, honest
or dishonest? We will focus later on the answers to these two ques-
WLRQV EXW IRU QRZ ZH·OO WDNH D ´]RRPHG RXWµ SHUVSHFWLYH *RG·V
KROLQHVVUHIHUVERWKWRZKDW+HLVDQGZKDW+H·VOLNH
,W·VDVLPSOHEXWFKDOOHQJLQJTXHVWLRQ¶:KDWLV*RG"·:KDWLV
WKLV KRO\ GLYLQH EHLQJ" ,I ZH·UH WHOOLQJ VRPHRQH DERXW VRPHWKLQJ
WKH\GRQ·WNQRZDERXWZHFDQWU\WRXVHRWKHUWKLQJVWKH\do know
about to make comparisons. For example: A child might ask what a
propeller is, and we can explain by comparing it with something
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OLNHDZLQGPLOOVLQFHWKH\·UHVRPHZKDWVLPLODU%XWZKDWLVVLPLODU
to God? He says this about Himself in Isaiah:
To whom can you compare Me? Whom do I resemble? Says the Ho-
ly One.
Isaiah 40:25 NET
God refers WR +LPVHOI DV ´WKH +RO\ 2QHµ DQG DVNV ZKDW ZH
could compare Him with? The obvious answer is nothing and no
one. Think about it: Absolutely every thing and every person we
can think of is in the category of something God made. But what
category is He in? It·VWKH*RG-FDWHJRU\DQG+H·VWKHRQO\RQHLQLW
7KDW·VSDUWRIWKHPHDQLQJRI+RO\7KHIDFWWKDW+HLV*RGPHDQV
that He is something different, set-apart and one-of-a-kind.
As we continue to study His attributes, this uniqueness of what
God is will become more and more obvious. Who else is all-
knowing, all-powerful, all-wise, infinite, eternal and all the rest?
There is no one like our God (1 Sam. 2:2). Nobody is equal to Him,
nobody is His peer and nobody comes close to the greatness of
what He is. God is the Holy One.
We must always remember this holiness of the Lord. Having a
relationship with God is not the same as a relationship with another
human. We are not equals with Him. He is something enormously
higher and greater than we are and is to be honored, respected and
taken seriously. When Jesus taught His followers to pray, the first
line was that our Father in heaven would be hallowed, that is,
treated as holy (Matt. 6:9). Apparently, Jesus knew that daily when
we prayed, we would need reminded that God is something ama-
zingly great and should be treated like it.
Now about what God is like. This also is very important to the
LGHDRI+LVKROLQHVV(YHU\PDQKDVDERG\DQGDEUDLQWKDW·VSDUW
of what they are. But a good man and an evil man will do very dif-
ferent things with their bodies and brains. It matters a whole lot
what someone is like. And so we know that God has things like
endless power, knowledge and wisdom, but what is the moral
quality of God?
Everything about God is perfect. The Bible says His ways are
perfect and He always does what is right (Deut. 32:4). Jesus also
VDLG WKDW WKH )DWKHU LV SHUIHFW 0DWW   7KLV GRHVQ·W PHDQ *RG
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GRHVDSHUIHFWMREREH\LQJDODZVRPHRQHJDYH+LPWKHUHLVQ·WDn-
yone who could give Him a law to follow. +H GRHVQ·W MXVW GR
ZKDW·V JRRG +H is ZKDW·V JRRG +H·V WKH ZKROH UHDVRQ ZH NQRZ
there is such a thing as right and wrong. Something is right because
LW·VLQ OLQH ZLWK+LVFKaUDFWHU DQGVRPHWKLQJLV ZURQJEHFDXVHLW·V
not like His character.
6R*RG·VKROLQess also refers to the fact that He is morally per-
fect. For this reason, His holiness is often seen in His opposition to
ZKDW·VPRUDOO\ZURQJ6LQFH+HLVWKHVRXUFHRIDOOJRRGQHVVDQy-
thing against Him is also against all that is good and perfect. He
says His eyes are too pure to even look on evil and that He cannot
tolerate wrong (Hab.1:13). Of course, this is a problem for us.
:KHQ WKH SURSKHW ,VDLDK VDZ WKDW YLVLRQ RI *RG·V WKURQH
room, he immediately felt he was in danger because of his sin (Isa.
6). +HIHOWFRQYLFWHGE\WKHZURQJWKLQJVKHKDGVDLG ´,DPDPDQ
RI XQFOHDQ OLSVµ  1RWKLQJ ZDV HYHQ PHQWLRQHG DERXW KLV VLQ MXVW
being in the presence of God made it clear he was incompatible
with Him. A similar thing happened to the apostle Peter. Jesus su-
pernaturally helped him and his fishing partners immediately get
their biggest catch ever. Suddenly, they were aware of the presence
of God because of the miracle. Do you remember how Peter re-
sponded?
%XWZKHQ6LPRQ3HWHUVDZLWKHIHOOGRZQDW-HVXV·Nnees, saying,
´*RDZD\IURPPH/RUGIRU,DPDVLQIXOPDQµ
Luke 5:8 NET
The reality of the presence of the Holy God did the same thing
it did to Isaiah. Again, nothing is said about sin, but he automatical-
ly feels the conflict of it and feels like running away. If our
consciences have any sensitivity left, we feel traces of this conflict in
our guilt and fear and avoidance of God. This is why the holiness of
God is something many are afraid to talk about or think about. This
LVZK\ZH·YHDOZD\VEHHQWHPpted to make up our own versions of
God³RQH ZKRLVQRWKRO\6RPHWKLQJLQXVNQRZVWKHUH·VDSURb-
OHP $QG WKLV GRHVQ·W MXVW DSSO\ WR SHRSOH WKH ZRUOG WKLQNV RI DV
unholy³remember;; Isaiah was a prophet and Peter was chosen as
RQH RI -HVXV· WZHOYH GLVFLSOHV 7KHVH ZHUHQ·W EDG JX\V E\ PRVW
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SHRSOH·V VWDQGDUGV EXW WKH\ VWLOO IHOW KRZ HYHU\ ELW RI WKHLU XQ-
holiness put them in danger with the Holy God.
5HPHPEHULWKDVQ·WDOZD\VEHHQWKLVZD\7KHERRNRI*HQe-
sis tells us that everything God made (including us) was good
*HQ *RG·VSUHVHQFHZDVQ·WDWURXEOLQJWKLQJEXWDZRQGHr-
ful thing. It would even appear that Adam and Eve enjoyed regular
walks and talks with God in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:8²10). We
were made morally perfect and made to know and enjoy God. But
immediately after they chose to distrust and disobey God, the issue
began. Instantly they felt shame, even from each other. When they
heard the sound of God coming, it was no longer a joy. Adam felt
afraid and naked, and attempted to hide from the presence of God.
2IFRXUVHLWGLGQ·WZRUN*RGVHHVDOODQGNQRZVDOO
*RG·VKROLQHVVDQGRXUXQ-holiness is truly our great dilemma,
but we get a glimmer of hope. After God deals with Adam and Eve
it says that He makes tunics of skin to clothe them with (Gen. 3:21).
They have caused their own shame, but He takes the initiative to
give them a covering. Of course, being clothed with the skin of an
animal meant an animal had to die. Some innocent creature lost its
life to become a covering for their un-holiness.
This is hope for us because God has done the same for you and
me. We stand in our un-holiness with guilty consciences, and
shame, and fear. We run from the Holy God because we can feel
our nakedness exposed in the bright light of His holiness. But He
has made us a covering: Jesus Christ. He took the condemnation for
our imperfect, unholy status and gave us His perfect status. He was
the innocent one who lost His life so we could be clothed with His
holiness. He is our only covering, our only safety in the presence of
the Holy God. Praise the Lord! Jesus has made a way for us to be
once again compatible with the Holy God if we will return to Him.
The people who want to be with God are told to be holy be-
cause He is (1 Peter 1:15). We cannot be holy in the sense of what
God is, He will always be creator and we will always be creature.
But God wants His people to be the way He is in character. He wants
His people to be morally perfect in goodness, love, justice, mercy
and grace. We are to be imitators of God like children imitating
WKHLUSDUHQWV (SK 6WULYLQJWREHOLNH*RGFDQ·WJLYHXVDJRRG
standing with God;; we messed that up and Jesus fixed it on the
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FURVV:HVWULYHWREHKRO\EHFDXVHLW·VZKDWZH·UHPHDQWWREHDQG
we want to be like the God we love.
More holiness also means more intimacy. The more you share
in common with someone the more intimate you become. Since
God is perfect, all of the change needs to be in us. Holiness for us
means coming to love what He loves, hate what He hates, do what
He does, act like He acts. The apostle Paul was reminding one of
the churches that they were the ones God wanted to be with, to
walk with and be a father to. Then He said:
Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves
from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holi-
ness out of reverence for God.
Corinthians 7:1 NIV
We have been given an amazing opportunity to be the people
God is with! And He says He likes to reveal Himself to those who
will obey Him (John 14:21).
Imagine the days when kings had absolute power in their
country. The king held the most significant position and everything
and everyone near Him had a greater significance. The building He
lived in was His dwelling place so it had to be treated special, kept
beautiful and clean. His cup was a special cup because it belonged
to Him. His servants had a place of honor because they worked
with the king, and because they were close with Him they needed
WR GUHVV DQG DFW GLIIHUHQWO\ WKDQ RWKHUV <RX GRQ·W WUHDW D NLQJ·V
VWXII OLNH QRUPDO VWXII LW·V PRUH VLJQLILFDQW EHFDXVH RI ZKR LW Ee-
longs to. In the same way, we are not to treat our minds and bodies
OLNHRWKHU·VGRZH·UH*RG·VVWXII:HEHORQJWRWKHPRVWVLJQLILFDQW
being in all the universe. Peter said:
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God«
2 Peter 2:9a NIV
We have the honor of being close to God;; of being His special
SHRSOH :H KDYH D JUHDWHU VLJQLILFDQFH VLPSO\ EHFDXVH ZH·UH WKH
possession of the most significant one. His Spirit is said to be the
Holy Spirit, and every place He lives is to be treated holy. We are
the place where God dwells;; He says we are His temple (1 Cor.
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3:16). This is mind-blowing. If your favorite musician in the world
said they ZHUHFRPLQJWRVWD\DW\RXUKRXVH\RXZRXOGQ·WWKLQNLWD
burden to adjust things to their liking. How much more privileged
are we to be the place where the ruler of the universe wants to live?
It is no burden to adjust our hearts to Him, and thankfully, He
helps do the changing (Phil. 2:13).
1H[W WLPH \RX KHDU WKH ZRUG ´KRO\µ RU VLQJ LW LQ D ZRUVKLS
song remember:
What is God? The incomparable, great creator who stands in
His own category.
What is God like? He is perfect, pure goodness and cannot to-
lerate evil.
What should you do knowing God is Holy? Respect Him.
Honor Him. Take Him seriously. Trust in His holy Son for forgive-
QHVV$VN+LV+RO\6SLULWWRFRQTXHU\RX/HDUQZKDW+H·VOLNHDQG
LPLWDWH +LP /LYH D OLIH ZRUWK\ RI WKH FDOOLQJ \RX·YH UHFHLYHG«WR
belong to the great Holy God!
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CHAPTER 4

God is One and Three
Imagine if we were creatures born in the ocean that had never
been above the surface of the water. It would be very difficult to
understand everything about the world on land, even if it was told
to us. We could only use our own environment and experience as
our reference point, but things are very different under water than
they are on land. We must remember this is our situation with God
²to say the least. Some things about Him are far past our compre-
KHQVLRQ *RG FDQ·W EH IXOO\ DFFRXQWHG IRU E\ WKH UHIHUHQFH SRLQWV
we use in our environment and minds. This will become quite evi-
dent in the subject here. May God help us grasp what we can and
humility to accept the boundaries of our understanding.
Some truths about God can be stated clearly with just a couple
verses of Scripture³this is not one of them. If we want to see what
the Bible says about this, it will take a bit of patience.
GOD IS ONE
,QWKH HDUO\GD\VRI,VUDHO·VKLVWRU\WKH FXltures around them
worshipped multiple gods. But as God miraculously rescued the
Hebrews out of the slavery of Egypt, He told them that not only
was He to be their God, He was actually the only God there was.
I am the first and I am the last, there is no God but me
Isaiah 44:6b NET
Listen, Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!
Deuteronomy 6:4 NET
The New Testament affirms the same truth:
«ZHNQRZWKDWan idol in this world is nothing, and that there
is no God but one.
1 Corinthians 8:4b NET
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[There is] one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.
Ephesians 4:6 NET
$QGVRZHDUHQRWSRO\WKHLVWVZHGRQ·WEHOLHYHWKHUHDUHORWV
RIJRGVRUHYHQDFRXSOHJRGVEXWRQO\RQHWUXH*RG7KLVLVQ·WWR
VD\ WKHUH DUHQ·W EHLQJV WKDW Oive in the spiritual realm, such as an-
gels and demons. But these are nothing like God;; they are created
and limited.
Through history and modern times, people have worshiped
things they refer to as gods, but they are not really gods. They are
either created objects thought of as divine, or demons that are hon-
ored as gods (2 Kings 19:18;; 1 Cor. 10:20). If we are to take this
information seriously, we do not have the luxury of pretending all
religions are true or ultimately about the same thing. There is only
one true God, and we are either worshipping Him or something He
created.
*RG LV FDOOHG ´7KH 0RVW +LJK 3V  µ 7KHUH FDQ RQO\ EH
one person in this position, only one ultimate. If there was another
JRGDVKLJKDV*RGWKHQREYLRXVO\+HZRXOGQ·WEHWKe Most High.
Think about it: If God has absolute power and control over every-
thing, it is impossible for another to be like Him. That being would
also have to be under His power and control and so not have abso-
lute power itself. There can only be one God.
The command to love Him with everything we are is attached
to His one-ness (Mark 12:29²30). Since He is the singular one at the
top, nothing is to be obeyed, loved or trusted in more than Him.
There are no others, God is one.
GOD IS THREE
Here is where a person studying the Scriptures begins to un-
fold an unfathomable mystery. Jesus, incredibly, claims things that
only God can claim, and does things that only God can do. He con-
WUROVDQGFRPPDQGVQDWXUHSUHGLFWVWKHIXWXUHDQGNQRZVSHRSOHV·
thoughts. He claims to be able to forgive sins, to be the giver of life,
to be the judge of men. He says He should be honored the same
way God is and accepts worship (Matt. 8:26;; Matt.16:21;; Matt. 9:4;;
Matt. 9:2, 6;; John 5:21, 26;; John 5:22²23;; John 9:38). Did you catch
that? Read that list one more time slowly. The person who thinks of
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Jesus just as a nice guy who founded a religion has not chewed on
the information of what He did and said.
The Old Testament talked about a Messiah King (Jesus) who
would show up in Israel·VIXWXUH7KHVHSUHGLFWLRQVDOVRKDGKLQWV
of His divinity (Isa. 9:6 ;; Ps.110:1). The men who were with Jesus
and the New Testament authors also call Him God (John 20:28;;
Rom. 9:5;; Titus 2:13;; John1:1). This is only a sampling of the infor-
mation pointing WR-HVXV·*RG-QHVV,W·VLmportant to keep in mind
that the first Christians were Jews;; they believed in the one true
God and stuck with that belief, but they were still convinced of Je-
VXV·GHLW\:KDWFDQWKLVPHDQ"
The mystery continues to unfold: Not only is it clear that Jesus
is God, but we hear about the Spirit of God or the Holy Spirit. We
are told He does things that only God can do, and has the attributes
that only God has. He is said to be involved in creating the world
and saving people. It sayV +H·VHWHUQDO DQG WKDW +H NQRZVHYHUy-
thing. Lying to Him is lying to God, and if the Holy Spirit is present
somewhere, it is God being present (Gen.1:2;; Ps.104:3;; John 3:5;;
Heb. 9:14;; 1 Cor. 2:11;; Ps. 139:7;; Acts 5:3²4;; 1 Cor. 3:16). The evi-
dence leaves us no other option;; the Holy Spirit is God.
6RKHUHZHVLWZLWKWKHSLHFHVZH·YHIRXQGLQ6FULSWXUH7KHUH
is one God and Father of all, but Jesus is God and the Holy Spirit is
*RG7KDW·VWKUHHGLIIHUHQWSHUVRQVEHLQJUeferred to as deity! What
do we make RIWKLV"6RPHRQHZLOOVD\´,W·VVLPSOHWKHUHDUHWKUHH
JRGVµ%XWZH·YHDOUHDG\VHHQWKDW·VQRWZKDWWKH%LEOHVD\V-HVXV
himself affirmed the Old Testament statement that God is one
(Mark 12:30).
´7KHQµ VRPHRQH VXJJHVWV ´,W PXVW EH WKDW WKH RQH *RG has
WKUHH PRGHV )DWKHU 6SLULW DQG 6RQµ 0D\EH +H MXVW KDV D )DWKHU
PRGH +H·V LQ VRPHWLPHV DQG VZLWFKHV DW WLPHV LQWR 6RQ RU 6SLULW
PRGH" 7KLV VRXQGV OLNH D JUHDW RSWLRQ EXW LW MXVW GRHVQ·W Dccount
for the facts: Jesus says He came from the Father and that after He
leaves He will send the Holy Spirit, so they are distinct from each
other (John 5:37;; John 16:7). When Jesus is baptized the Spirit des-
cends onto Him like a dove and the Father speaks from heaven
(Matthew 3:16²17). Again, all three are present but there is a dis-
tinction between them. When Jesus sends out His followers on their
mission to make disciples He says:
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«EDSWL]HWKHPLQWKHQDPHRIWKHFather and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19b NET
:KHUH GRHV WKLV SXW XV" <RX FDQ·W VD\ there are three Gods.
<RX FDQ·W VD\ *RG KDV WKUHH PRGHV <RX FDQ·W VD\ -eVXV LVQ·W *RG
DQG\RXFDQ·WVD\WKH+RO\6SLULWLVQ·W*RG
7KHWHUP´WULQLW\µLVQ·WIRXQGLQWKH%LEOHEXWLW·VXVHGWRGe-
scribe what all the facts add up to. There is only one God, but there
are three persons in God. Somehow, God is three and one ²at the
same time.
7KLV LV ZKHUH ZHUHDOL]H ZH·UH OLNH WKH RFHDQFUHDWXUHVWU\LQJ
to grasp things outside of our environment. We have no reference
point for something that is one and three in the way that God is. We
think of water: It can be liquid, ice, or vapor and still be water. But
WKHQ LW VHHPV ZH·UH WDONLQJ DERXW GLIIHUHQW PRGHV DJDLQ :H FDQ
WKLQNRIWKLQJVZLWKWKUHHSDUWVEXWWKH)DWKHU6SLULWDQG6RQGRQ·W
seem to be parts of God, each one appears to be, somehow, fully
God.
It would appear He has revealed something about Himself
that is a mystery to us. That bothers some people. There are those
ZKR UHIXVH WR EHOLHYH EHFDXVH WKH\ GRQ·W XQGHUVWDQG %XW VRPe-
WKLQJ LVQ·W XQWUXH MXVW EHFDXVH ZH GRQ·W JHW LW :H VKRXOGQ·W EH
VXUSULVHGWKDWZHFDQ·WJHWRXUKHDGDURXQGHYHU\WKLQJDERXW+LP
He is the maker of all we know and is beyond it all! Our under-
VWDQGLQJKDVDFHLOLQJWKDWLWFDQ·WULVHDERYHDQGZHDUHUHPLQGHG
He is God and we are just men.
:HVD\´WKUHHSHUVRQVµEHFDXVHWKH%LEOHVSHDNVDERXWWKH)a-
ther, Son and Spirit in personal terms. We have been speaking all
DORQJRI *RGDVD´+HµEHFDXVHWKLVLV KRZ+HSUHVHQWV +LPVHOI
7KH)DWKHULVD´ZKRµWKH6RQLVD´ZKRµDQG DOWKRXJKLW·VRIWHQ
IRUJRWWHQ  WKH +RO\ 6SLULW LV D ´ZKRµ *RG LV D EHLQJ DOWKRXJK DQ
LQILQLWHO\ KLJKHU EHLQJ 0DQ\ SHRSOH DFNQRZOHGJH WKHUH LV ´VRPe-
WKLQJ RXW WKHUHµ D IRUFH RU SRZHU EHKLQG WKH XQLYHUVH 7KH %LEOH
tells us it is not just energy, but a person³the triune God.
While each member of the trinity is fully God in essence, it ap-
pears there is a functional order in the persons. As one theologian
put it:
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7KHRQH*RG ´+Hµ LVDOVRDQGHTXDOO\´WKH\µDQG´WKH\µ
are always together and always cooperating, with the Father initiat-
ing, the Son complying, and the Spirit executing the will of both,
which is his will also.
Packer, Concise Theology p.42
We have important lessons to learn in this. Jesus is fully God,
but we always read about His willing submission to the Father
(John 5:30;; 6:38;; 8:28²29). As the Bible tells Christians to submit to
JRYHUQPHQWVPDVWHUVDQGERVVHVDQGVWUXFWXUHVLQWKHIDPLO\LW·V
QRWEHFDXVHZH·UHZRUWKOHVVWKDQWKRVHZHVXEPLWWREXWEHFDXVH
God has ordained order. We see JHVXVKLPVHOI´WKRXJKKHH[LVWHGLQ
the form of God did not regard equality with God as something to
EHJUDVSHGEXWHPSWLHGKLPVHOIE\WDNLQJRQWKHIRUPRIDVODYHµ
(Phil. 2:6²7a). If we think it below ourselves to submit to the Fa-
WKHU·VZLOOZH·UHVD\LQg we·UHZRUWK\RIPRUHWKDQ&KULVW
We are generally taught in Scripture to direct our prayers to
the Father, in the name of Jesus and through the Holy Spirit (helpful
diUHFWLRQWRWKHSHUVRQZUHVWOLQJZLWKKRZWRDGGUHVVD*RGZKR·V
three persons). Still, all three members of the trinity are to be
thought of and honored as God. Often we are tempted to think Je-
sus or the Holy Spirit, are not in the full sense God, but this is not
true. We are to take them as seriously as the Father. As we continue
to pursue God we know we must look to all the members of the
Godhead.
This is one of the things that make Jesus so wonderful to think
about. God himself has actually come to the same planet you and I
VWDQGRQWRGD\*RG·VZRUGGRHVQ·WWHOOXVWKHGHWDLOVRIKRZ-HVus
ZDVIXOO\PDQDQG*RGVLPXOWDQHRXVO\EXW-HVXVVDLGLIZH·YHVHHQ
+LPZH·YHVHHQWKH)DWKHU -RKQ 7KLVPHDQVWKDWZKDW-HVXV
said, God said. Seeing the way Jesus responds to different kinds of
people is the way God responds to those kinds of people. Just like
God as seen in the Old Testament, Jesus is patient and merciful but
WKHUH LV D WLPH ZKHQ +H ZLOO MXGJH WKH ZRUOG DQG VR ZH·G EHWWHU
know where we stand with Him (Acts 17:31).
Knowing the Holy Spirit is the true God should amaze us
when we think of its impliFDWLRQV´'R\RXQRWNQRZWKDW\RXDUH
*RG·VWHPSOHDQGWKDW*RG·V6SLULWOLYHVLQ\RX"µVDLG3DXO &RU
3:16). The same Almighty, Holy God of the Bible comes by the Holy
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Spirit to live inside of those of us who truly believe. The disciples of
-HVXV KDYH *RG·V DFWXDO SUHVHQFH ZRUNLQJ LQ WKHP DQG WKURXJK
WKHP«LIZHZRXOGRQO\UHPHPEHUWKLV:HDUHDOVRUHPLQGHGWKH
Holy Spirit is just like Jesus. Some are afraid of the Holy Spirit be-
cause they wonder what will happen if they encounter Him
pRZHUIXOO\%XWWKHWUXH6SLULWRI*RGLVOLNH-HVXV,I\RX·UHWROGWKH
Holy Spirit is working in people but they seem very different from
WKHZD\-HVXVLV\RXKDYHJRRGUHDVRQWRTXHVWLRQLILW·VUeally the
Holy Spirit.
:HGRQ·WZDQWWRIRUJHWWKHthree are one. There is no conflict in
the triune God. Jesus and the Holy Spirit are just as holy as the Fa-
ther and will bring about justice. And the Father is just as loving as
WKH6RQ-HVXVGLGQ·WFRPHWRWKHHDUWKDQGGLHRQWKHFURVVWRFDOP
His over-angry )DWKHU :H·UH WROG LW·V EHFDXVH *RG VR ORYHG WKH
world that He sent Jesus (John 3:16). What a wonderful God.
So much will remain a mystery to us, but we will stand where
the Bible puts us: Trusting in the one true God: The Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit.
You are more than our minds can hold
You are more than our songs have told
<RXDUHZKDW\RXDUHDQGZHGRQ·WNQRZKRZ
You are what you are and we worship you now
Our Maker, Three in One
You are the Father, Spirit, Son
2XU0DNHU·VP\VWHU\
Undivided One in Three
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CHAPTER 5

God is Self-Existent and Self-Sufficient
The universe and everyone in it owes God gratitude. We exist;;
we are, only because He has caused us. If God never desired to
make us, we would never have been. Everything in all creation
owes *RGDQHQGOHVV´WKDQN-\RXµ
God, on the other hand, owes this thank-you to no one. This is
what we mean when we say He is self-existent. Everything has an
originator³H[FHSW *RG +H GRHVQ·W KDYH D PDNHU RU D FDXVH Ee-
cause He was never made or caused.
We read about Jesus:
All things were created by him, and apart from him not one
thing was created that has been created.
John 1:3 NET
The language is so all-LQFOXVLYH,IDQ\WKLQJKDVDQRULJLQLW·V
indebted to Jesus for its existence. Creation is a chain of causes and
effects, but God is the first cause of all and the effect of none. The
psalmist says:
Even before the mountains came into existence, or you brought
the world into being, you were the eternal God.
Psalm 90:2 NET
Before creating our world He already existed. The Bible opens
ZLWKWKHSKUDVH´,QWKHEHJLQQLQJGod«µDQGWKHQIROORZVHYHUy-
thing else.
As difficult as it is for our minds to think about an uncaused
EHLQJ LW·V DOPRVW PRUH GLIILFXOW WR LPDJLQH WKHUH LVQ·W VRPHWKLQJ
unmade. It only takes D WKLQNLQJ SHUVRQ ZKR·V ZLOOLQJ WR DVN
´ZKHUHGLG,FRPHIURP"µ2IFRXUVHZHFDQUHIHUWRRXUIDPLO\WUHH
and how one generation after another led to us, but where did it all
start?
The Christian believes God started it all;; He built the heavens
and the earth and made the first man and woman. The secular
ZRUOGPD\ODXJKDWXVDQGVD\´WKHQZKHUHGLG*RGFRPHIURP"µ
33

  

%XW WKH KRQHVW WKLQNHU FDQ·W ODXJK ORQJ (YHQ LI VRPHRQH FRXOG
provide proof for the theory of evolution, you still must have a
world and elements to start evolving³where do those come from?
So follows an answer like, the big bang! But the problem continues:
:KDW FDXVHG WKH ´EDQJµ DQG ZKHUH GLG WKH VWXII FRPH IURP WKDW
ZDV´EDQJHGµ"(YHQLI VRPHRQHPDNHVDJXHVVDW VRPHWKLQJ\RX
still have to ask where that thing came from, and on and on it goes.
Something has to start the cycle, something has to exist inde-
pendent of everything. That thing is the true God, who at times
DFWXDOO\SUHVHQWV+LPVHOIZLWKWKHVLPSOHEXWWHOOLQJQDPH´,$0µ
(Ex. 3:14). He is the Great I Am;; He just exists. He simply is. He has
no origins and no maker.
*RG·V VHOI-existence naturally leads us to His self-sufficiency.
6LQFH +H·V XQPDGH DQG FUHDWHG HYHU\WKLQJ HOVH ZLWKRXW KHOS RU
supply from anywhere, of course He is independently sufficient.
*RG GRHVQ·W QHHG DQ\WKLQJ +H LVQ·W GHSHQGHQW RQ VRPHRQH RU
something else. If everything we know were gone tomorrow, He
would still be there and be fine. Remember, before He brought the
world into being He was. He exists all by Himself and is sufficient
all by Himself.
Looking at these truths rapidly begins to place mankind in our
proper perspective. We happened because of someone else. The
same way a musician owns the rights to a song they create, God
owns the rights to our life. He is our creator and so He owns us. We
only have life because He has given it to us;; we owe Him every-
WKLQJ <HW PDQ\ RI WKH DQWKHPV RI WKH ZRUOG DUH ´, DP
LQGHSHQGHQWµ ´P\ OLIH LV PLQHµ DQG ´, GRQ·W QHHG *RGµ 7KHVH
things are proclaimed with the same breaWK +H·V VXSSO\LQJ WKHP
minute by minute.
,I HYHU\ PDQ DQG ZRPDQ RQ WKH SODQHW GHFLGHG WKH\ GLGQ·W
QHHG *RG DQG ZRXOGQ·W EHOLHYH LQ +LP LW ZRXOGQ·W WKUHDWHQ +LP
one bit. But if God determined He was done dealing with us and let
go, we would be over. With the snap of His finger all of time, mat-
ter and space could collapse. Let us humble ourselves and
remember that God is necessary to us;; we are not necessary to Him.
The church has often forgotten this as well. We are tempted to
speak as though God were begging people to come to Him because
He needs something from us. No, the begging is all ours. He needs
nothing from us and we need everything from Him. In our Chris-
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WLDQ VHUYLFH DV ZHOO OHW XV NHHS LQ PLQG ZH·UH QRW UHVFXLQJ *RG
from a bad situation or supplyLQJDODFNWKDW+HFDQ·WILOO,WLVEe-
FDXVH+HLQYLWHVXVWREHDSDUWRIZKDW+H·VGRLQJWKDWZHKDYHWKH
privilege of serving Him.
We, as sinful men, have been living centered around ourselves
(the created), instead of God (the Creator). Many who have an in-
terest in the spiritual are only asking what God can do for them.
But God has given them their existence and everything in their life.
+DYHWKH\HYHUDVNHG´:KDWGRHV*RGZDQWIURPPH"+H·VGRQH
DOOIRUPHDQG,·YHGRQHQRWKLQJWRKRQRUDQGORYH+LPµ We have
arrogantly ignored and sometimes even opposed the one who is
literally our lifeline. Our rebellion against Him is like a sawing
away at the single rope we hang by.
$*RGZKRGRHVQ·WQHHGDQything is uncomfortable in a way.
6LQFH*RGLVQ·WGHSHQGHQt on us, we have no control over Him. We
have nothing to negotiate with. We cannot place our demands on
Him or make Him conform to our ideas and standards.
But there is also a glorious comfort about God being this way.
It means that He is able to love like no one else. Having someone
ZKRGRHVQ·WQHHGDQ\WKLQJIURP\RXEXWORYHV\RXLVJUHDWHUWKDQ
\RX FDQ LPDJLQH ,W·V EHFDXVH +H·V VXIILFLHQW LQ +LPVHOI WKDW +H·V
able to do good toZDUGXVHYHQZKHQ+H·VJHWWLQJQRWKLQJRXWRI
it. And this is exactly what we see:
For rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a
good person perhaps someone might possibly dare to die. But God
demonstrates his own love for us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
Romans 5:7-8 NET
Do you see it? Dying for a good person is something rare
HQRXJK WR ILQG EXW ZKR FRXOG GLH IRU VRPHRQH WKDW·V ZURQJHG
them? Only someone who loves you, but already has what they
QHHG2QO\-HVXV3UDLVH *RG7KRXJK +H GRHVQ·W QHHGXV+H Ge-
sires us to be with Him and made a way.
%\ *RG·V JUDFH WKH VDPH FDQ EHFRPH WUXH RI D &KULVWLDQ LQ
some measure). The person who has found their meaning, accep-
tance and love in God is able to love similarly since their needs are
met in God. Because they drink from the endless riveU RI *RG·V
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ORYH WKH\ DUHQ·W GHVSHUDWHO\ WKLUVW\ IRU WKHLU QHHGV WR EH PHW E\
other people.
Yes, He is the needer of nothing and giver of all. Yes, we are
dependent on Him for everything. But wonderfully, the self-
H[LVWHQW *RG LV DOVR JRRG DQG +H·V KDSS\ to supply for us. The
world lives in fear and stress chasing their practical needs because
WKH\EHOLHYHWKHLUVXUYLYDOLVGHSHQGHQWRQWKHPVHOYHV-HVXV·WUXWK
sets us free. He pointed out that being given life and a body is a
bigger deal than being given food and clothing. If God has already
JLYHQ\RXWKHELJJHUWKLQJVZKDWPDNHV\RXWKLQN+H·VQRWJRLQJ
WRVXSSO\WKHVPDOOHUWKLQJV\RXQHHG"6R-HVXVVD\VGRQ·WZRUU\
DERXW LW DOO MXVW VHHN WR VHUYH *RG DQG +H·OO DGG ZKDW \RX QHHG
(Matt 6:25²33). DepenGHQF\LVQRWDEDGWKLQJZKHQLW·VGHSHQGHn-
F\ RQ *RG +H LQYLWHV XV LQWR WKH MR\ RI NQRZLQJ ZH·UH EHLQJ
looked after and not needing to be anxious.
He has given us existence, supplied for our lives, and even
given us a way to be forgiven of our rebellion against Him. How
fortunate we are to be at the mercy of a merciful God. May humani-
ty stop the insanity of sawing at the rope that holds them and
return to Him while they still can. May we all live in the constant
´WKDQN-\RXµWRRXUPDNHUDQGVXSSOLHU
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CHAPTER 6

God is Eternal
Our experience with everything we know is that something
has a starting point and an ending point. There is a moment when a
life is born, and a moment when a person dies. There is a time
when something is made and a time when it breaks down or wears
out. And so we can assign ages to things. We mark where some-
thing begins and measure its existence until it comes to an end.
Clearly, we cannot do this with God because He has no beginning
or end.
7KHUH LV QR DQVZHU WR WKH TXHVWLRQ ´+RZ ROG LV *RG"µ +H·V
QHYHUEHHQ\RXQJHUDQG+H·OOQHYHUEHROGHU+H·VQHYHUKDGDILUVW
GD\DQG+H·OOQHYHUKDYHDODVWGD\6LQFH+HLVLQILQLWHWKHUHLVQR
way to apply a unit of measurement to Him. No matter how big a
numEHU \RX FDQ WKLQN XS LW ZRQ·W HYHQ represent one percent of
His existence. There are no percentages or fractions to an eternal
EHLQJ´)URPHYHUODVWLQJWRHYHUODVWLQJµ 3V +HLV*RGIURP
forever, to forever.
7KHUHZDVQHYHUDWLPHZKHQ*RGZDVQ·WDQGWKHUHZLOOQHYHU
be a time when +HLVQ·W:KLOHFUHDWLRQLVWHPSRral, God is forever
permanent. The psalmist says to Him:
In earlier times you established the earth;; the skies are your
handiwork. They will perish, but you will endure. They will wear
out like a garment;; like clothes you will remove them and they will
disappear. But you remain;; your years do not come to an end.
Psalms 102:25²27 NET
Everything perishes, dies, wilts, ages, decays, rusts, decom-
poses, evaporates, spoils and fades, but God will never fade or end.
6LQFH +H·V Velf-dependent, nothing can be changed or taken from
Him that would threaten His existence.
7KHUHLVPXFKVSHFXODWLRQDERXWZKDWWKLVPHDQVLQ*RG·VUe-
lation to time. It appears time itself as we know it was started by
Him and He was existing before there was such a thing (2 Tim. 1:9;;
7LWXV+HE 6RZH·UHWROG
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«DVLQJOHGD\LVOLNHDWKRXVDQG\HDUVZLWKWKH/RUGDQGD
thousand years are like a single day.
2 Peter 3:8b NET
7KHZD\ZHWKLQNRIWLPHDQGDUHFRQILQHGWRLWGRHVQ·WDSSO\
equally to GoG +H·V QRW ERXQG E\ LW OLNH ZH DUH 3HUKDSV WKLV LV
SDUW RI ZK\ +H FDQ DOVR WHOO XV ZKDW·V JRLQJ WR KDSSHQ LQ WKH Iu-
ture. If He sits outside of time He can view the whole of our
existence at once.
«7UXO\,DP*RG,KDYHQRSHHU,DP*RGDQGWKHUHLVQone
like me, who announces the end from the beginning and reveals
beforehand what has not yet occurred.
Isaiah 46:9b²10 NET
To fully comprehend the eternal God is impossible for us.
:H·GKDYHDEHWWHUFKDQFHRIWU\LQJWRMXPSWRWKHPRRQZLWKRXU
two feet :H·UH FRPSOHWHO\ LQFDSDEOH RI JUDVSLQJ +LV HYHUODVWLQg-
ness. There is indeed nothing like Him.
:HDUHDPD]HGE\*RG·VHWHUQDOLW\EXWLWUHPLQGVXVRIDWHr-
rible truth: our own mortality. We are creatures with a beginning
and are guaranteed an ending to our earthly life. The fear of death
runs rampant through the human race. Our deepest parts cry out
wishing for eternity, but death stares us all down. There is no one
exempt. The rich, the poor, the famous, the unknown, the powerful
and the weak are all guaranteed this end. The people of the world
are left to ask, can there be any hope? Is this all there is? Does our
life have any real purpose if we are really only going to become
worm food?
When we think of Adam and Eve eating from the forbidden
tree we often forget there was another important tree. The Genesis 3
account says that after Adam and Eve chose to take the forbidden
fruit, God prohibited their access to the garden of Eden. Why? God
VDLGEHFDXVHRIPDQNLQG·VQHZFRQGLWLRQKH PXVW QRWEHDOORZHG
to eat from the tree of life and live forever. If we had never sinned,
we were supposed to live forever. Our hearts still know it and long
for it.
*RG·VFKRLFHWRWDNH LPPRUWDOLW\IURPVLQIXOPDQPD\ERWKHU
us, but many have pointed out how necessary this was. Sin is a
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progressive thing. Evil leads to more evil and more evil. To let
people live forever who are getting more corrupt is a nightmare.
Can we imagine the horror of men like Hitler having no end to their
life? We cannot fathom the terror of a world wKHUH VLQ LVQ·W MXVW
present but without end.
But still, here we are: Sitting in the funerals of our families and
friends with the sickening reminder that we are terminal. The
ZRUOG VD\V ´(DW GULQN DQG EH PHUU\ IRU WRPRUURZ ZH GLHµ ,I
death is our final GHVWLQDWLRQ WKLV LV WKH EHVW ZH FDQ GR«HQMR\ DOO
ZHFDQEHIRUHZH·UHJRQH3HRSOHDFWOLNHWKH\FDQDFFHSWWKDWEXW
WKH IDFHV RI HYHU\RQH DW WKH IXQHUDOV DUH PRUH KRQHVW ZH·UH QRW
RND\ ZLWK LW %XW ZH·UH KHOSOHVV -HVXV· ZRUGV EHFRPH D EHDFRQ RI
light tRWKRVHZKR·YHUHDOL]HGKRZGDUNLWLV
I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me
will live even if He dies, and the one who lives and believes in me
will never die.
John 11:25²26 NET (selected)
Jesus claims that He himself is the stuff of life and makes a
VWDJJHULQJRIIHU+HFDQJLYH\RXDOLIHWKDWGHDWKZRQ·WWDNHDZD\
DQG\RX·OOQHYHUORVHLW+HFDQJLYH\RXHWHUQDOOLIH -RKQ %XW
can it actually be true? What kind of man can make such a claim?
Consider this: Jesus is the one who numerous times predicted He
would come back to life after He was killed and actually did it! The
resurrection of Jesus is a solid historical fact. If there is one person
\RXFRXOGKRSHWRWUXVWIRULQIRUPDWLRQRQOLIHDIWHUGHDWKLW·V-HVXV
+H·V the only one who has proven He knows His way out of death.
-HVXV·GHDWKDQGUHVXUUHFWLRQPDNHDZD\IRUXVWRFRPHEDFN
to the eternal God³the source of eternal life. Those who return to
the trust of God through Jesus are forgiven, and put in the process
of being conformed back toward a sinless state. When we reach the
last chapter of our Bibles (Revelation 22) we find in the new hea-
vens and new earth that the tree of life is there on Main Street.
Christ made a way for us to come back and once more have the op-
portunity to live forever. Since we are made clean and will be
completely transformed into His image, He can let us once again
share in His everlasting life.
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And so the Scriptures say:
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and
this life is in his Son. The one who has the Son has this eternal life;;
the one who does not have the Son of God does not have this eter-
nal life.
1 John 5:11²12 NET
(WHUQDO OLIH LVQ·W D VXEVWDQFH RU DQ REMHFW LW·V D SHUVRQ 7KH
HWHUQDO*RGGRHVQ·WJHWOLIHfrom somewhere else;; He is life. If you
KDYH-HVXV\RXKDYHOLIHDQGLI\RXGRQ·WKDYH-HVXV\RXGRQ·WKDYH
life.
Meditation on this truth has been the inspiration of the great
men and women of Christian History. To begin thinking about
*RG·VJUDFHDQGRXU wonderful, eternal future should radically im-
pact the way we live our lives. For the follower of Christ, death
need not be feared;; it will be our transfer into the presence of Christ
for eternity. It is our upgrade.
We will always be beings with a beginning, but praise God, we
GRQ·WKDYHWREHEHLQJVZLWKDQHQGLQJ5HPHPEHULIZH·UHJRLQJ
WROLYHIRUHYHURXU HDUWKO\OLYHVDUHQ·WHYHQDIUDFWLRQRIZKDW·VWR
come. If we were to suffer the most miserable earthly existence
serving Christ for one hundred years, it will be done and we will
forever be blessed with our Lord.
So while the people of the world take all they can get out of
this life, the disciple is learning to give all He can in this life. Jesus
tells us, then, it only makes sense to store up treasure in heaven
ZKHUHLW·VSHUPDQHQW 0DWW :K\ZRXOGZHWU\WRJHWDEXQFK
RIVWXIIWKDWZRQ·WODVW":LWKHWHUQLW\LQYLHZZHVKRXOGZRUNIRU
ZKDWODVWVDQGZKDW·VJRLQJWRPDWWHUWR*RG
He promises we will be rewarded for seeking Him, for taking
care of the poor, broken and sick, for forgiving those who wrong
XVIRUORYLQJWKRVHZKRGRQ·WORYHXVDQGHYHQIRUEHLQJZURQJHG
because of our loyalty to Him. And what about our calling to make
disciples? If all the energy and suffering of our life led just one per-
son to Christ and His life everlasting, it will have been worth it.
$VWKHSHRSOHRI*RGLW·VHDV\WRORVHVLJKWRIRXUHWHUQDO*RG
and our eternal destiny. We get swept into the secular mindset of
the world and are seduced to love the dying pleasures of the world.
40

Then someone reads to us the accounts of men and women who
suffered and died serving Christ--many while even blessing those
who killed them. They lost everything and yet took their dying
breaths full of hope and peace inside. They were preparing to enter
WKHLUUHZDUG7KHZRUOGWRRNDOOLWFRXOGIURPWKHPEXWLWFRXOGQ·W
take their Jesus³their everlasting life.
Why would we give our highest love to anyone other than
Him? If the person that makes your life worth living is guaranteed
tRGLHWKHQLW·VRQO\DPDWWHURIWLPHXQWLO\RXUOLIHLVQRWZRUWKOLv-
ing. Every possession can be worn out and every person can die,
but God, you can have forever.
/HW XV QRW WKLQN WKDW ZH·UH GRLQJ *RG D IDYRU ZKHQ ZH VXr-
render our whole lives to Him. He gave His life for us and our
eternal reward will make our sacrifices in this life seem so little.
Every kingdom and government will come to an end³
including the one you live in now. The people of power and influ-
ence and fame will soon be gone. They were living on borrowed life
MXVWOLNHWKHUHVWRIXV%XW*RG·VNLQJGRPLVIRUHYHUEHFDXVH+HLV
WKH.LQJZKRGRHVQ·WGLH7REHDSDUWRI*RG·VSHRSOH-group is to
be in the kingdom that lasts forever and our King will share His life
with us forever.
Let us praise the eternal God for His greatness and His kind-
QHVVWRZDUGXV7KDQN-HVXVZHGRQ·WQHHGWRIHDUGHDWKDQ\PRUH
«+HKDVEURNHQWKHSRZHURIGHDWKDQGEURXJKWOLIHDQGLm-
mortality to light through the gospel.
2 Timothy 1:10b NET
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CHAPTER 7

God is Unchanging
I the LORD do not change«
Malachi 3:6a NIV
You are the same and your years will never run out.
Hebrews 1:12b NET
«WKH)DWKHURIOLJKWVZLWKZKRPthere is no variation or the
slightest hint of change.
James 1:17 NET
Here is a simple but profound truth that shows up repeatedly
WKURXJKRXW6FULSWXUH*RGGRHVQ·WFKDQJH+HKDVQRWEHFRPHGLf-
IHUHQW WKDQ +H XVHG WR EH DQG +H ZRQ·W EH DQ\ GLIIHUHQW LQ WKH
future than He is today. He is not just eternal, but eternally the
same.
Throughout the history of the church, theologians have pon-
dered the impossibility of change for God. When something
changes, it moves from one state of being to another. It is either
breaking down or growing and maturing. It is either getting better
or worse. None of these seem to be possibilities for our maker.
Since God is perfect nothing could be added to Him that
would improve Him. And since He is the source of all things, noth-
LQJ FDQ EH WDNHQ IURP +LP +H KDV QR EHJLQQLQJ RU HQG VR +H·V
never aging, maturing or growing. He is self-sufficient and all-
powerful, so nothing can be taken from Him. He has nothing to
gain and nothing to lose in Himself. He is unchanging.
6RPH ZRQGHU KRZ LW LV WKDW *RG GRHVQ·W FKDQJH EXW RWKHU
YHUVHV WDON DERXW +LP ´IRUJHWWLQJµ RU ´UHJUHWWLQJµ DQG VR forth.
These are definitely words having to do with change. But we must
remember that God is an infinite being communicating through the
Bible to finite creatures. He knows we have no reference point for
fully understanding Him, and He often speaks to us through hu-
man imagery and terms we can understand. He talks about His
hands, eyes and arms, but He is spirit, so He has no body. He asks
people questions even though He knows everything. He talks about
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forgetWLQJ DQG UHJUHWWLQJ WR KHOS XV XQGHUVWDQG ZKDW·V happening
relaWLRQDOO\EXWVWLOO+HWHOOVXVSODLQO\WKDW+HGRHVQ·WFKDQJH
So why do we see Him sometimes loving and gentle and
VRPHWLPHV DQJU\ DQG EULQJLQJ MXGJPHQW" 'RHVQ·W WKLV VKRZ +H
changes from time to time or from person to person? No. We are
the ones that do the changing. Because God is pure goodness, to
turn against Him is to poison all that is good and it demands that
+HGHDOVZLWKXVWREHMXVW+HKDVQ·WFKDQJHGZH·YHVHWRXUVHOYHV
against Him.
The same strong wind can wonderfully fill a sail on a boat and
DWWKHVDPHWLPHEHEUHDNLQJGRZQVLJQVRQWKHEHDFK:KDW·VWKH
difference? A sail receives the wind and moves with it. A sign is
standing in an unmovable position in resistance to the wind. And
so it is with men and God. He is a terror or joy to us depending on
ZKHWKHUZH·UHUHVLVWLQJ+LPRUPRYLQJZLWK+LP
When we see or experience a change, we can trace it to a cause.
2XUERGLHVFKDQJHEHFDXVHRIZKDWZHHDWRU KRZPXFKZH·UHLQ
WKH VXQ RU KRZ ZH·UH DJLQJ 7KH ZHDWKHU LV DOWHUHG E\ WKH HDUWK·V
rotation, atmospheric effects, volcanic activity and who knows
what else. The creator God, however, is the unaffected one. Noth-
ing pressures Him, controls Him, threatens Him or forces Him to
do anything. And so He stands, just like He always has, being the
same in and of Himself.
What is impossible for God? Of course, in a way we could say
nothing, but Hebrews 6:18 tells us it is impossible for God to lie. So
here we have an example of His unchanging moral nature. He is a
righteous and holy God, so He will never act unrighteous or unho-
ly. Also,
God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a human being, that
He should change His mind. Has He said, and will He not do it? Or
has He spoken, and will He not make it happen?
Numbers 23:19 NET
Men change tKHLU PLQGV RU GRQ·W GR ZKDW WKH\ VD\ EHFDXVH
they are either undependable or because they have limited know-
ledge and wisdom. They may decide one thing, and then go back
on it because they found out something that makes them wish they
had chosen differently or spoken differently. They will commit to
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do something but then be unable to do it because of some unknown
IDFWRU7KLVLVQ·WVRIRU*RG6LQFH+HNQRZVDEVROXWHO\HYHU\WKLQJ
+H QHYHU QHHGV WR FKDQJH +LV PLQG 6LQFH +H·V DOO-powerful He
always has the means to follow through with what He says.
7KLVLVDJUHDWFRPIRUWWRPRVWRIXVZKR·YHWDVWHGWKHXQSOHa-
sant, changing nature of human relationships. So many people we
used to enjoy so much have become very different people over
time. So many promises are broken. So many lies are told. Even
when we find friends with consistent character they are eventually
moved away by circumstances or taken by death. Life is never the
same for very long. God is the only one you can have who will nev-
er be someone or something different down the road.
<RX GRQ·W KDYH WR ZRUU\ DERXW ZKDW NLQG RI *RG +H·OO EH LQ
WKHIXWXUH+H·OOEHMXVWOLNH+HLVQRZ<RXQHYHUKDYHWRZRQGHU
what kind of mood God is in when you come to Him, He has not
changed. You may feel different about God from time to time, but
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Heb.13:8). He
still opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble (James 4:6).
His promises are still true and you can count on Him.
Human history, technology, and cultures change and God
works uniquely and differently in each time. But morality (right
DQG ZURQJ  QHYHU FKDQJHV EHFDXVH LW·V EDVHG RQ +LP³the un-
changing God. What He has said about the right and wrong way to
live remains the same even if a culture accepts and embraces other
opinions.
The church must also remember this: The God we serve is the
same one we find in our Bibles. The Jesus we serve today is the
same one who said we should get rid of sin no matter what the cost
(Matt. 5:30). The same Jesus who said if peoSOH GLGQ·W UHSHQW WKH\
would be destroyed (Luke 13:3). He is the same Jesus who went
where the sinners were and loved them and called them to repen-
tance (Matt. 9:13). The same Jesus who healed multitudes of people
(Matt. 12:15²17). He is the same Jesus who sent messages to His
churches to comfort the faithful and warn the loveless and disobe-
dient (Rev. 2²3). Listening to the preaching and conversations in
many churches these days makes it sound like Jesus has become
something much different than He used to be. But He has not
changed and we are wise to make sure we remember the real Jesus.
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,W·VDPD]LQJWRWKLQNRIWKH-HVXVZHVHHJRLQJWRWKHFURVV+H
let Himself be lied about, stabbed in the back by a friend, given an
unjust trial, insulted, tortured, humiliated and hammered to a piece
of wood. He went through all that for us. To pay the fines of your
reEHOOLRQVR +H ZRXOGQ·WKDYHWR ORVH\RX 6XIIHULQJ WR PHHW \RXU
QHHG 7KDW·V WKH VDPH -HVXV ZH·UH VHUYLQJ WRGD\ +H KDVQ·W
changed. The love He showed that day for us is the same love He
KDVIRUXVQRZ7KDW·VWKHRQHZKRVD\VWRSHRSOH´FRPHWUXVWPHµ
,W·VZRQGHUIXOWRNQRZWKHRQO\RQHZKR·VSHUIHFWO\ZLVHMXVW
DQG ORYLQJ ZLOO QHYHU FKDQJH ,W·V DOVR D UHOLHI WKDW ZH EHLQJ VR
messed up, can change. We dRQ·W KDYH WR VWD\ LQ WKH FRQGLWLRQ
ZH·UHLQ&KDQJHLVDWWKHKHDUWRIZKDWLWPHDQVWRUHSHQW:HQHHG
to be about something different. The person without God is trust-
ing, loving and obeying things other than God. They must change
their thinking and come back to Him. He will forgive them and
work the change in them.
'RHVQ·WLWPDNHVHQVHWRKDYH+LPEHZKDW\RXWUXVWORYHDQG
obey? If what you build your life on is subject to change you are a
disaster waiting to happen. You are only okay so long as what you
DUHDERXWLVRND\,I\RX·UHKDQJLQJRQWRPRQH\HYHU\WLPHPRQH\
is shaken you will be shaken with it. If your reason for living is the
ORYHRIVRPHVSHFLDOSHUVRQ\RX·OOEHORVWLI\RXORVHWKHPRUWKH\
fail you. Whatever we may want the most, we are tying our hearts
to it and will live in an emotional seasickness of ups and downs
ZKHUH WKHUH·V QRWKLQJ VROLG WR UHVW RQ 7KLV LV ZKDW SHRSOH PHDQ
ZKHQ WKH\ WDON DERXW WKH DWWULEXWH RI *RG·V IDLWKIXOQHVV WKH\·UH
IRFXVHG RQ WKH WUXWK WKDW VLQFH *RG ZRQ·W change, you can fully
FRXQWRQZKDW+H·VWROG\RX
The Bible often speaks of God and Jesus as a rock. Since He is
unFKDQJLQJ +H·V WKH RQO\ VDIH WKLQJ WR EXLOG \RXU OLIH RQ -HVXV
says listening to Him and obeying Him is like building a house on a
rock, and doing otherwise is like building on the sand (Matt. 7:24²
27). No matter what you build on, life is going to change. You can
count on it. The person on the rock has to endure the storm, but it
GRHVQ·W WKUHDWHQ HYHU\WKLQJ DERXW WKHP 1RWKLQJ WKUHDWHQV *RG
DQG VR QRWKLQJ WKUHDWHQV ZKDW \RX ORYH LI LW·V +LP 7KLV LV WKH
wonderful freedom of those who have the unchanging God as their
treasure. No matter the difficult circumstances they face, they can
sing:
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Nothing can take what we have in You
Nothing can break what we build on You
You have never changed, you will never change
You have never changed, my God

46

CHAPTER 8

God is All-Knowing
:H·YH VHHQ UHSHDWHGO\ WKDW WKHUH DUH FHUWDLQ WKLQJV ZH H[Se-
ULHQFH WKDW GRQ·W DSSO\ WR *RG 1HHG LV VRPHWKLQJ ZH·UH IDPLOLDU
with beFDXVHZH·UHGHSHQGHQWFUHDWXUHV%XW+HKDVQHYHUQHHGHG
DQ\WKLQJ&KDQJHLVDQLQHVFDSDEOHUHDOLW\RIRXUH[LVWHQFHEXWLW·V
completely absent from His. Everything we know has a beginning
DQGDQHQGLQJEXW+HGRHVQRW+HUH·VDQRWKHUWKLQJWRDGGto the
OLVWRIWKLQJVWKDWGRQ·WDSSO\WR*RG/HDUQLQJ
From the day we are born, we are learning and growing in
knowledge and understanding. We need information;; we need to
understand;; we need to be taught. We all have a certain amount we
know and can knRZEXWZKDWGRHVQ·W*RGNQRZ"+HLVWKHFDXVH
of everything, the builder of everything and the sustainer of every-
thing (Rom. 11:33²36). The prophet Isaiah asks rhetorical questions
about God, like:
From whom does He receive directions? Who teaches Him the
correct way to do things, or imparts knowledge to Him, or instructs
Him in skillful design?
Isaiah 40:14 NET
He made it all, before there was anything or anyone else! So no
RQH KDV HYHU VKRZHG *RG KRZ WR GR DQ\WKLQJ +H GRHVQ·W QHHG
directions, teachers RULQVWUXFWRUVEHFDXVHWKHUH·VQRWKLQJ+HQHHGV
to be informed of. There is nothing for God to figure out. The
clockmaker is not going to be surprised one day, discovering in one
RI KLV FORFNV VRPH SDUW +H ZDVQ·W DZDUH RI 6imilarly, our maker
knows it all from top to bottom, everything about everything. This
includes the past, present and future;; the material and the spiritual.
How do you begin to reflect on this? It applies to everything.
God knows every angel and demon and all of their activity. He
knows every galaxy, planet, star and moon and everything about
HDFK RQH RI WKHP +H NQRZV ZKDW·V LQ HYHU\ FHQWLPHWHU RI HYHU\
light-year in our cosmos. He knows each individual creature on the
earth, from the elephants to the parasites. He knows about every
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act, thought and feeling of the entire human race from Adam to the
last human.
+HVHHVWKHZKROHRIKXPDQKLVWRU\LQWULFDWHO\+HGRHVQ·WMXVW
know what happened at all times, but also why it happened. He
knows all of the causes and effects and conditions of every situa-
tion. As He has shown repeatedly, He also knows exactly what will
happen in the future. This is how He can tell Isaiah 150 years in ad-
vance what the conqueror Cyrus would do, and even calls him by
the name his parents would give him someday. This is how God
could reveal to Daniel the next four great empires that would rise
and fall. This is how He could predict the exact time that Jesus
would show up hundreds of years in advance. He knows it all.
The all-knowingness of God has enormous relevance to our
lives. With every other relationship in your life, you have some
measure of control over how much you expose yourself. We dare to
reveal certain parts of ourselves to some people, but we always
have parts that are kept back and hidden, parts that we keep cov-
ered. But with God, we are completely vulnerable.
And no creature is hidden from God, but everything is naked
and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must render an ac-
count.
Hebrews 4:13 NET
Those are such strong words: naked, exposed, no creature is
hidden! Everyone else knows the you that you present yourself as,
but the Lord knows who you really are. He sees those dark parts of
us that no one else sees. He knows about the wandering eyes of
OXVW +H NQRZV ZKDW·VEHHQORRNHGDWRQWKH ,nternet and done in
private. He knows about that secret habit, those lying words, that
harmful thing you did. We are stripped of all our coverings before
Him;; He has seen it all. There is no face or act you can put on to
make Him miss it. No false excuse you can JLYHZLOOWULFN+LP,W·V
chilling to think this is the one who we will be judged by.
,WGRHVQ·WVWRSWKHUHHLWKHU*RGGRHVQ·WMXVWNQRZZKDW\RX·YH
GRQHWKDW·VZURQJDQGULJKWEXWwhy you did it. Jesus revealed part
RIWKHSUREOHPZLWKWKH´UHOLJLRXVHOLWHµRI+LVGD\WKH\ZHUHRIWHQ
doing right things, but for the wrong reasons. You can pray, fast and
give to the poor because you love God and love people, or because
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you like the respect and honor it gets you (Matt. 6). God knows
ZKDW·V Potivating all of your actions. He knows who really wants
Him, and who is trying to use Him to get something else they really
want.
Yes, we are worse than we dare to investigate, but praise God,
He is more merciful than we can grasp. If any person knew every-
thing that GoG NQHZ DERXW \RX FKDQFHV DUH \RX FRXOGQ·W ILQG D
spouse, friends or companions that wanted to get close to you. But
God is remarkable. He knew all of this before He sent His Son to
come die for you. He knew the fullness of how messed up you were
and still went through with it! He was aware of every single sin and
SUREOHPZLWK\RXDQGVWLOOVDLGWKURXJKWKHFURVV´,·OOWDNH\RXµ
+RZZRQGHUIXO+HLV:KDWDUHOLHIWRNQRZ+H·VQHYHUJRLQJ
to be shocked with your faults and leave you. How fantastic to real-
i]H+HNQRZVZKDW+H·VJRWWHQLQWRZLWK\RXDQGKDVRIIHUHG\RX
forgiveness and relationship anyway. You will never find anyone
who can love you like that. Of course we cannot be content to con-
tinue living lives of sin, but we can be relieved to remember He
knew it and died for us while we were sinners.
,W·VZLVHWREXLOGDQ\UHODWLRQVKLSZLWKKRQHVW\EXWZLWK*RG
LW·VDEVROXWHQHFHVVLW\Eecause no matter what you say, He knows
what you really PHDQ :KHQ D IULHQG ILJXUHV RXW \RX·YH OLHG WR
them, the frienGVKLSGRHVQ·WZRUNXQWLODSRORJ\KDVKDSSHQHGDQG
KRQHVW\ KDV UHWXUQHG *RG QHYHU ´ILJXUHV RXWµ ZH·UH QRW EHLQJ
truthful, He already knows everything in us. So if you want to have
a relationship with Him you have to be open and real. This is hard
for us, but wonderfully freeing if we will learn to live in it.
5LJKWQRZ+HVHHVH[DFWO\ZKHUH\RX·UHVLWWLQJZKDWWLPHLWLV
ZKHQ\RXJRWRXWRIEHGWKLVPRUQLQJDQGZKDW\RX·UHZHDULQJ+H
NQRZV SHUIHFWO\ ZKDW \RX·UH IHHOLQJ DQG ZKDW·V JRLQJ RQ LQ \RXU
mind at this moment³HYHQLILW·VGRXEWIXOZURQJRU´XQVSLULWXDOµ
You might as well be straight forward with Him. Maybe you
should stop for a few moments right now. Be completely honest
DQGWDONWR+LPDERXWZKDW·VRQ\RXUPLQG³+HZRQ·WEHVKRFNHG
with any of it.
The all-NQRZLQJQHVVRI*RGDOVRPHDQVZHGRQ·WQHHGWRXVH
fancy words or forms when we talk to God;; just be honest with
+LP ,VQ·W LW JRRG WR NQRZ +H JHWV ZKDW \RX ZDQW WR VD\ HYHQ LI
\RXFDQ·WWKLQNKRZWRVD\LW"+HNQRZV\RXUGRXEWVDQGIHDUVDQG
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disWUDFWLRQV VR MXVW EH WUXWKIXO DERXW WKHP +H·V Dlready seen the
sin and died for it, so apologize and ask His help to leave it behind.
6RPHWLPHVZKHQZHSUD\ZHIHHOOLNHQRRQH·VKHDUGXVH[FHSWWKH
ZDOO EXW GRQ·W ZRUU\ +H NQRZV HYHU\WKLQJ +H VHHV HYHry mo-
ment, every prayer, so trust Him.
He knows you better than you know yourself. He was putting
\RXWRJHWKHULQ\RXUPRP·VZRPE+HNQHZHYHU\GD\RI\RXUOLIH
before it started (Ps. 139:13, 16). God is aware of your misery and
keeps track of every tear \RX·YH FULHG 3V   7KH ZURQJV WKDW
have been done to you also are not hidden from Him: The friend
WKDWVWDEEHG\RXLQWKH EDFNWKH SDUHQW·V VFDUULQJ ZRUGVWKH SHr-
son who molested you, the trust that was violated by the one you
loved, the mocking laughs of those cruel people. Whatever it is, He
knows it all and knows how to fix you.
Many are confused thinking God is angry with them because
WKH\GRQ·WXQGHUVWDQG+LVZLOODQGKRZWRGRLW%XWLI*RGNQRZV
everything, He also underVWDQGV ZKDW \RX GRQ·W NQRZ +H·V QRW
KROGLQJ \RX UHVSRQVLEOH IRU ZKDW \RX GRQ·W XQGHUVWDQG VR WUXVW
Him and obey what you do understand. And for those afraid to
serve God because they know their motives are wrong: Remember
*RG NQRZV WKDW \RX·YH UHalized it and is watching if your heart
VD\V ´, ZDQW WR EH VWHHUHG LQWR ULJKW PRWLYHVµ 7KH GLUHFWLRQ RI
your heart can be changed with one choice³and God sees it.
When you are tempted, remember that Jesus himself even
knows that. He was tempted in all ways like we are, though He
never gave into sin. The Scriptures tell us He can sympathize with
XV DQG ZH GRQ·W QHHG WR EH DIUDLG WR FRPH DVN IRU KHOS ZKHQ ZH
need it (Hebrews 4:14²16).
+HVHHVDOOWKHJRRGWKLQJVWRR$OORIWKRVHWLPHVZKHQ\RX·UH
VWULYLQJ WR ORYH SHRSOH DQG WKH\ GRQ·t seem to care or notice;; He
notices. Every big or small thing done out of desire to honor God or
do good to others is in His eye. We do not need the approval or
recognition of man. God knows and will reward each one accord-
ing to their works (Romans 2:6).
One of the most important things for us to consider about
*RG·V NQRZLQJ LV WKDW +H NQRZV ZKR UHDOO\ EHORQJV WR +LP 
Tim. 2:19). This is comfort for the true disciple, who can rest in the
WKRXJKW WKDW *RG NQRZV ZH·UH WUXVWLQJ LQ +LP FRXQWLQJ RQ +LP
and deSHQGLQJRQ+LVKHOS,W·VDPRUHGLVWXUELQJWKRXJKWIRUWKRVH
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just playing church, but can also be a gracious wake up call to them.
You may have said a prayer, been baptized, attend a church, try not
to be too immoral, hang out with other Christians, but not really be
a Christian. The Lord knows who has come to trust Him and put
Him in charge of their life and who is playing the game. You might
have everyone else thinking you belong to God, but it will mean
nothing to the all-NQRZLQJ *RG LI LW·V QRW UHDO ,I WKDW·V \RX GRQ·W
GHFHLYH \RXUVHOI DQG GRQ·W PLVV RXW RQ WKH UHDO *RG 5HSHQW DQG
believe.
Next time you see a small bird sitting on a branch or flying
over your head, remember what Jesus said: God never forgets
DERXW HYHQ RQH RI WKHP DQG +H KDVQ·W IRrgotten about you. Next
time you brush your hair, remember that God knows exactly how
many are on your head, and how many were there yesterday (Luke
12:6²  5HPHPEHU WKDW +H·V DOZD\V NQRZQ KRZ EURNHQ DQG
messed up you are, and He still wanted you. Be honest with Him
and let the all-knowing God forgive you, repair you and lead you.
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CHAPTER 9

God is All-Wise
Discussing the all-knowingness of God naturally leads us into
the wisdom of God. Someone who knows absolutely everything
must also be incredibly wise HVSHFLDOO\LI+H·VDOVRJRRG :KDWLV
wisdom? Well, if we say someone was not wise in what they said or
GLGZHPHDQWKDWWKH\GLGQ·WNQRZ RU GRZKDWZRXOGKDYHEHHQ
EHVW$ZLVHSHUVRQ NQRZVZKDWKH·VGRLQJDQGGRHVLWZLWKVNLOO
To put it simply: God knows what the best things to do are and the
best way to go about doing them. God has the perfect goals in
PLQGDQG+H·VXVLQJSHrfect methods. His works are perfect (Deut.
32:4).
Our Lord is great and has awesome power;; there is no limit to
his wisdom.
Psalm 147:5 NET
People can get wisdom and grow in understanding, but there
LVQROLPLWWR*RG·VZLVGRP+HKDVQRZLVGRPWRJDLQ$VZHJHW
ROGHUZHVD\WKLQJVOLNH´,I,ZDVRQO\DVZLVHWKHQDV,DPQRZ«µ
But God always knows exactly what ought to be GRQH DQG +H·V
always doing it perfectly. He is all-wise.
We have already spoken of the knowledge and wisdom of God
we see in creation. Scientists are constantly discovering the incredi-
ble complexity in all that God has designed. How unbelievably
smart the Creator behind them must be! We say with the psalmist:
How many living things you have made, O Lord! You have
exhibited great skill in making all of them;; the earth is full of the
living things you have made.
Psalm 104:24 NET
Those opening chapters of Genesis describe so quickly what
must have been an astonishing thing to watch. God, by His wis-
GRP ZDV VLPSO\ VD\LQJ ´OHW WKHUH EH«µ DQG WKHUH LW ZDV +H
brought into existence water, land, trees, plants, stars, sea creatures,
birds, animals and mankind. All of these were invented and built
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from the wise mind of God³out of nothing. When we create some-
WKLQJZHUHDOO\MXVWWDNHVWXIIWKDW·VDOUHDG\KHUHDQGDUUDQJHLWLQ
different ways. On top of that, we get our ideas and inspiration
from everything else around us. But where does God get His ideas?
With nothing else to copy He thought up things like light and water
DQG ILUH &DQ \RX LPDJLQH ZKDW +H PXVW EH OLNH" $QG ZH·UH WROG
that all of what He had done was good (Genesis 1:31).
This is important to remember EHFDXVHWKHREMHFWLRQFRPHV´,I
God does everything perfectly, why is this world such a messed up
SODFH"µ6RZHUHWXUQWRWKHIDOORIPDQDQGLQWHUHVWLQJO\ZLVGRPLV
WKHUH DV ZHOO :H·UH WROG WKDW (YH ZDV ORRNLQJ DW WKDW IRUELGGHQ
tree, and part of the temptation was that it was desirable for mak-
ing one wise *HQ ,W·VQRWWKDWZLVGRPLVDEDGWKLQJWRZDQW
but the serSHQW ZDVVXJJHVWLQJWKDW *RG·VZLVGRP ZDVQ·WEHVW ,Q
deciding it would be better to disobey God rather than obey Him,
they were reDOO\VD\LQJWKDW*RG·VZLVGRPZDVQ·WDVJRRGDVWKHLU
own.
7KHGHFLVLRQWRWUDGH*RG·VZLVGRPIRURXURZQEHJDQWKHXn-
raveOLQJRIDOOWKDWZDVPDGHJRRG:H·GVWLOOEHLQSDUDGLVHLIZH
KDGQ·W VHSDUDWHG RXUVHOYHV IURP WKH ZLVGRP RI *RG 7KH EUoken
world and our broken lives declare that we are not wise and we do
QRWNQRZZKDWZH·UHGRLQJ*RGVKRXOGKDYHEHHQWUXVWHG
We want to get mad at Adam and Eve for starting this mess,
but the problem is, every one of us is a contributor. Every time I
make a decision WKDW *RG·V ZRUG GLVDJUHHV ZLWK , SURFODLP WKDW ,
NQRZEHWWHUWKDQ*RGZKDWLVEHVW,VQ·WWKDWULGLFXORXV"+RZDUUo-
gant we are to act like we can figure things out and rule our lives
better than our maker!
Not just that, but then we sit around critiquing what God is
GRLQJ DV LI ZH NQRZ ZKDW ZH·UH WDONLQJ DERXW 7KH ERRN RI -RE
records the life of a man suffering severe hardship, and wrestling
with all the hard questions and asking God why. At the end of the
book God responds by asking Job a couple chapters-worth of ques-
tions (Job 38²41). Each one reminds him how insignificant he is
FRPSDUHGWRWKH*RGKH·VTXHVWLRQLQJ*RGVD\V
Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him?
Job 40:2a NET
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1R RQH LV LQ WKH SRVLWLRQ WR FRUUHFW *RG :H GRQ·W IXQFWion
even close to the level He functions. Little children get angry at
their parents for not letting them eat too much candy, but the par-
ent is wiser than the child. A young child cannot understand the
UHDVRQLQJRIWKHSDUHQWEHFDXVHKH·VQRWDQDGXOW+RZ much more
can we not understand the infinite wisdom of God as mere hu-
mans!
There is no better plan than the plan God has. There is no bet-
WHU LGHD WKDQ WKH LGHD *RG KDV 7KHUH LV QR ZD\ EHWWHU WKDQ *RG·V
ZD\ +H KDV D SHUIHFW SXUSRVH ,W·V VR KDUG IRU XV Wo believe that
ZKHQZHFDQ·WVHHDVKUHGRIEHQHILWWKDWFRXOGFRPHIURPRXUFLr-
cumstances. We may not know why or how, but God will use them,
for His glory and for our good. The people who love Him will find,
looking back, that He has worked all things (even the horrible
things) together to accomplish good (Rom. 8:28).
God says His thoughts and His ways are way higher than
PDQ·VWKRXJKWVDQGZD\V ,VD :HUHDOO\KDYHWRKXPEOHRXr-
VHOYHV DQG DGPLW WKDW ZH SUREDEO\ ZRQ·W EH DEOH WR JUDVS +LV
reasons a ORWRIWKHWLPH:H·UHQRWXVXDOO\JRLQJWREHDEOHWRORRN
DWWKLQJVDQGVD\´,VHHZKDW*RG·VXSWRKRZZLVHµ+H·VDOZD\V
ZRUNLQJ RXW +LV SODQV EXW ZH GRQ·W QRWLFH EHFDXVH ZH·G QHYHU
JXHVVKRZ+H·VGRLQJWKLQJV
Imagine living 2000 years ago and walking into the city of Je-
rusalem. Off to the side of the road you see three criminals getting
executed by Roman soldiers. As grueVRPHDVLWLVLW·VQRWXQXVXDO
for the Romans to dispose of convicts via crucifixion. You try not to
look at the uncomfortable sLJKWDQGIRFXV\RXUVHOIRQZKDW\RX·UH
about to do in town and go your way. That, perhaps, describes
ZKDW PDQ\ SHRSOH H[SHULHQFHG WKH GD\ RI -HVXV· GHDWK /LWWOH GLG
WKH\NQRZWKH\KDGZLWQHVVHGWKHHYHQWWKDWDOORIKXPDQLW\·VKRSH
was resting on. They would never have guessed that one of those
men was the Son of God, and that His death was being accepted by
WKH)DWKHUDVSD\PHQWIRUWKHZRUOG·VVLQ*RG·VZLVGRPKDV+LP
GRLQJWKLQJVZH·GQHYHUWKLQNRILQSODFHVZH·GQHYHUJXHVV
The night before his death, Jesus was praying to His Father
and wrestling with the plan He came to accomplish. But His state-
PHQW ´QRW 0\ ZLOO EXW <RXUV EH GRQHµ VWDQGV LQ VWDUN FRQWUDVW WR
the attiWXGHRI$GDPDQG(YHDQGXV´QRW<RXUZLOOEXWPLQHEH
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GRQHµ -HVXV VXEPLWWHG +LPVHOI WR WKH )DWKHU·V ZLVH SODQ DQG ZH
are saved because of it.
We, as the people of God, are called to return to this truth: God
is wise. We must learn to trust Him and stop looking for our help
and direction everywhere else. The Bible is not just a nice book with
some wisdom;; it is perfect wisdom from the perfect God. Yes, it will
often take work to study and discover what the Bible is teaching,
but once we have, we must let it trump every other wisdom.
Let the psychologists, the psychiatrists, the life-coaches, the
counselors, the scientists, the philosophers, the politicians, the
priests and popes and pastors say all they want, but if God says
something difIHUHQW WKH\ DUH ZURQJ DQG +H LV ULJKW 7KH\·UH RQO\
people you know. If what God has said disagrees with your cul-
ture, or heroes, or friends or family or schools, or your feelings,
WKHQKROGWRZKDW+HWROG\RX+HNQRZVZKDW+H·VWDONLQJDERXW
There are many things we do that modern culture calls a dis-
HDVHDGLVRUGHU´EHLQJKXPDQµRU´EHLQJWUXHWRRXUVHOYHVµ%XWLI
*RG VD\V WKH VDPH WKLQJV DUH VLQ WKHQ OHW·V FDOO LW ZKDW LW LV DQG
agree we should apologize to God and stop it. If a person is com-
fortable continually doing things God calls sin, they show that they
have not been born of God and are not inheriting the Kingdom of
Heaven (1 John 2:3, 9;; 1 Cor. 6:9²11;; Gal. 5:10²21). They are still
FRPPLWWHGWRWKH ZLVGRP RI$GDP·VNLQJGRPQRWWKH ZLVGRPRI
King Jesus.
This is part of the reason faith and repentance are closely re-
lated in the Bible. You make decisions in your life because you trust
WKH\DUHZRUWKGRLQJDQGJRRGIRU\RX%XWLI\RX·UHJRLQJWRKDYH
faith in God that means you trust Him. So when He says certain
WKLQJV VKRXOGQ·W EH LQ RXU OLYHV ZH UHSHQW WXUQ IURP WKHP  Ee-
cause we trust His wisdom. When He says certain things need to be
DGGHG WR RXU OLYHV ZH DGG WKHP EHFDXVH ZH EHOLHYH +H·V ULJKW
:H·UHOHDUning to come back to the trust of God.
6LQFH RQO\ *RG·V ZD\V DUH SHUIHFWO\ ZLVH RXU ZLVGRP LV
measured by how much we listen to Him and obey Him. When Je-
sus finished speaking His famous Sermon on the Mount, He said
that the person who hears His teaching and does it is the wise per-
son (Matt. 7:24). The most intelligent person on earth right now is
the one who is trusting and obeying God the most: If you want to
grow in wisdom, that is the way.
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The Bible shows over and over that God is even using suffer-
ing and the evil intentions of the enemy to accomplish His plans.
:HDUHRIWHQDVNLQJ´:KDWLV*RGGRLQJ":K\GRHVLWKDYHWREH
like thiV"µ0D\EH\RXUOLIHIHHOVOLNHWKDWULJKWQRZ<RXFDQQRWLm-
DJLQHWKDWWKHUHLVDJRRGDQVZHUWRWKHVHTXHVWLRQV,W·VRND\WKDW
\RX GRQ·W NQRZ *RG GRHVQ·W DOZD\V WHOO XV ZK\ EXW +H KDV
proved His love for us and told us He is strong and wise.
Are we struggling with anger, bitterness, or un-forgiveness? It
may be beFDXVHZH·UHPLVVLQJWKHWUXWKRI*RG·VZLVGRPORYHDQG
SRZHULQDFWLRQ1H[WWLPH\RX·UHJHWWLQJDQJU\DVN\RXUVHOIZKDW
LW LV WKDW·V EHHQ ORVW RU WKUHDWHQHG ,I *RG·V ZLVGRP NQRZV \RX
should have it, nothing will stop His power from finding a way to
make sure you do. If God knows a better way to accomplish what
QHHGV WR EH GRQH LQ \RX DQG WKRVH DURXQG \RX WKHQ \RX KDYHQ·W
really lost much at all. We get bitter and struggle to forgive others
because we think that the wrong they have done has ruined our
lives. Nonsense. They may have really acted wrong and hurt us,
but nothing will stop God from doing everything and anything He
wants to do in the lives of those who trust Him. One day we will
fiQGRXUVHOYHVVD\LQJZLWK-RVHSK´\RXPHDQWWRKDUPPHEXW*RG
LQWHQGHGLWIRUDJRRGSXUSRVHµ *HQ 
6RWUXVWLQWKH/RUGZLWKDOO\RXUKHDUWDQGGRQ·WWU\WROHDQRQ
your own understanding³LW·VQRWVWURQJHQRXJKWROHDQRQ 3URY
3:5). May His Spirit give us grace to remember who He is, and may
we learn to pray in surrender:
If we cannot hear the answer
If we cannot see the way
We choose to trust You
And Your choice of wisdom, Father
There will be no better way
There is no better way than the way +H·V FKRVHQ 7LPH ZLOO
show it.
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CHAPTER 10

God is Everywhere-Present
One of the most fundamental questions we can ask about any-
WKLQJ LV ´ZKHUH LV LW"µ (YHU\WKLQJ LV VRPHZKHUH ULJKW" 7KLV
PRUQLQJ,ZDVLQP\EHGDQGQRZ,·PVLWWLQJLQDURRPDWDGHVN
Right now you are somewhere, and because you are there, you are
not anywhere else. You are only present in one place at a time.
:KHQZHDVNWKHTXHVWLRQ´ZKHUHLV*RG"µ³the answer is dif-
ferent. He is everywhere at the same time. There is nowhere God is
not present. What an incredible thought! He is next to you, up the
street, on the other side of the world, and in every dark corner of
WKHJDOD[LHVLQ+LVXQLYHUVH,W·VQRWMXVWWKDW+HFDQJRWRDOOWKHVH
places;; He is always at all of those places without leaving anywhere
HOVH,I\RX·UHJUDVSLQJDQ\RIWKLVVWRSDQGSUDLVH*RG
We live in time and space so we are confined and limited by
time and space, but God created them so He is not limited by them.
He is not material;; He is Spirit (John 4:24). And not just any spirit,
but the infinite Spirit. He has no limits.
When Solomon built a temple for the worship of God He had
to acknowledge this truth.
But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the
highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I
have built!
Kings 8:27 NIV
All of the universe cannot contain God. He built it! He created
it and is present everywhere sustaining it (Col. 1:17;; Heb. 1:3). This
GRHVQ·WPHDQWKHPDWHULDOZRUOGis *RG WKDW·VWKHYLHZRISDQWKe-
ism). It means He caused it all and is keeping it all going.
Everything you see is something God made³not God himself. But
God is there, here and everywhere.
,Q-HVXV·GD\WKHUH ZDVDGLVSXWHEHWZHHQWKH -HZVLQ-HUXVa-
lem and the Samaritans about where God ought to be worshipped.
The Jews claimed it was at the temple in Jerusalem and the Samari-
tans claimed it was on a nearby mountain. When a woman brought
the debate up, Jesus told her:
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«WUXHZRUVKLSHUVZLOOZRUVKLSWKH)DWKHULQVSLULWDQGWUXWK
for the Father seeks such people to be his worshipers. God is spirit,
and the people who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.
John 4:23b²24 NET
God is not confined to a place. Those who want to worship
*RGPXVWOHDUQWKDW+H·VQRWMXVWORRNLQJIRUSHRSOHWRVKRZXSWR
a location at a special time and honor Him. He is everywhere and
knows all, so His worshippers must learn to truly honor Him in
every place and every way. Have we really thought about this?
7KHUH DUHWKLQJV ZHGRLQ RXU OLYHVWKDWZHZRXOGQ·WGDUHGRLQD
service in a church building. We can go home from a place but we
cannot go home from God. We can leave anyRQHHOVH·VSUHVHQFHEXW
ZHQHYHUOHDYH*RG·VSUHVHQFH
Where can I go to escape your spirit? Where can I flee to es-
cape your presence?
Psalm 139:7 NET
Everything you do is done in the presence of God. He is there
at your work, there in your classroom, there in your bedroom, there
LQ \RXU OLYLQJ URRP DQG NLWFKHQ +H LV ZKHUH \RX·UH YDFDWLRQLQJ
where you shop, where you hang out with your friends and where
you are with your family. This is why He wants people that really
ZRUVKLS+LPDQGGRQ·WMXVWFRPHWRUHOLJLRXVJDWKHULQJVDQGWKHQ
DFWOLNH+H·VQRWWKHUHWKHUHVWRIWKHWLPH
God cannot be escaped. There is no door to keep Him out.
People can refuse to WKLQN DERXW +LP EXW +H·V VWLOO WKHUH 7KH
VFLHQWLILF FRPPXQLW\ FDQ GLVPLVV WDON RI +LP EXW +H·V VWLOO WKHUH
7KHVFKRROVFDQUHIXVHWRDFNQRZOHGJH+LPEXW+H·VWKHUHMXVWDV
much as He ever was.
0D\EHDVZHWKLQNDERXWWKLVZH·UHDPD]HGDQGDJUHHEXWwe
DOVRZRQGHU´ZK\GRQ·W,IHHOOLNH*RGLVDOZD\VKHUH"µ:HOOILUVW
RIDOOVRPH WKLQJVFDQEHWUXHHYHQLI \RXGRQ·WIHHOOLNH WKH\DUH
'LG \RX NQRZ ZH·UH PRYLQJ DW  PLOHV DQ KRXU ULJKW QRZ"
(YHQ LI ZH GRQ·W IHHO LW LW·V D IDFW WKDW HDUWK PRYHs at that speed.
'RQ·WPDNHWKHPLVWDNHRIEHOLHYLQJ*RGLVDEVHQWVLPSO\EHFDXVH
\RXGRQ·WIHHO+LPRUQRWLFH+LP
Also, remember there are some things that need to be revealed
IRU\RXWRNQRZWKH\·UHSUHVHQW,W·VOLNHWKRVHPRYLHVZKHUHVRPH
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clever thief fills a room with smoke so they can see the lasers con-
nected to the alarm-V\VWHP7KHODVHUVGRQ·WEHFRPHUHDOEHFDXVHRI
the smoke³they are revealed. There is a manifestation of their real-
LW\7KHVXQLVMXVWDVUHDOZKHQZH·UHRQWKHGDUNVLGHRIWKHearth,
EXWLW·VQRWUHYHDOHGWRXVWLOOZHURWDWHDJDLQWRIDFHLW6RWKHUHDUH
WLPHV ZKHQ ZH IHHO +H·V JRQH EXW RWher times He manifests the
UHDOLW\WKDW+H·VWKHUHDQGZHVD\OLNH-DFRE
Surely the Lord is in this place, but I did not realize it!
Genesis 28:16b NET
7KHUH LV DQRWKHU IDFWRU UHODWLQJ WR RXU H[SHULHQFH RI *RG·V
SUHVHQFH DQG WKDW·V RXU UHODWLRQVKLS WR +LP ,·YH DOZD\V IRXQG LW
interesting in songs and literature how often people use phrases
OLNH´,·PDOODORQHLQDFURZGHGURRPµ:KDWGo they mean? There
is a difference between being close to people and being in close re-
lationship with people. The presence of God is close to all, but
relationship with God has been spoiled because of sin. The sinful
man is standing in the room with his juGJH DQG LW·V DQ DZNZDUG
IHDUIXOWKRXJKWIRUKLP+LVKHDUWLVPLOHVDZD\IURP*RG·V7KDQk-
fully, the gospel is aimed at repairing this.
But now in Christ Jesus you who used to be far away have
been brought near by the blood of Christ.
Ephesians 2:13 NET
%URXJKW QHDU" :H GRQ·W FRPH DQ\ FORVHU WR D SK\VLFDO SODFH
where God is;; we are brought into closer relationship with Him.
The blood of Jesus pays the fines for our sin, and then our judge
actually adopts us into His family as one of His kids. His presence
becomes a comfort and a joy, rather than a reason to fear punish-
ment.
$&KULVWLDQLVQ·WJLYHQLQVWUXFWLRQVDQGVHQWRXWRQWKHLURZQ
:KHQ*RGWHOOVXVKRZWROLYH+H·VJRLQJWREHVWDQGLQJQH[WWRXV
the whole way giving us all the strength and grace we need to do it.
Sometimes you might notice it and sometimes you might not, but
LW·VWUXH -RKQ0DWW 7KHUHLVQRZKHUH\RXZLOOJRWKDW
He will not be with you. The parent cannot go everywhere with the
child and the lover cannot go everywhere with their love, but God
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can and does go everywhere with His people. The one who thinks
\RX·UHZRUWKG\LQJIRULVULJKWE\\RXUVLGHWRKHOS\RX³always.
[Jesus] died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we
may live together with him.
1 Thessalonians 5:10 NIV
As incredible as it is to think of, God wants you to be with
Him. This is part of the reason Jesus died. To come closer to God
\RX GRQ·W MXVW JR WR D SODFH \RX EULQJ \RXUVHOI LQ-line with Him.
For an unbeliever, that means turning from a lifestyle of self-
centeredness, self-righteousness and being in charge, to trusting
God and obeying Him. For a believer, we must come in closer, con-
tinuing to seek God, believing and obeying what He has said and
leaving sin behind. Draw near to God and he will draw near to you
(James 4:8a).
:HPD\EHOLHYH+H·VDOZD\VZLWKXVEXWLW·VQRWRIWHQWKDWZH
remember it. The proverb says:
Acknowledge Him in all your ways, and he will make your
paths straight.
Proverbs 3:6 NET
7KDW·V WKH KDUG SDUW ULJKW" :H IRrget to acknowledge that
+H·VWKHUH DQGLWDIIHFWVWKH ZD\ZHWKLQNDQG OLYH6FULSWXUHVD\V
that this influences us to let Him get us on the right path, going the
right direction. We must cultivate a remembrance of the presence of
God. How can we do this? Here are a couple practical suggestions:
First, make time every day to be with God alone, to talk to God
and read your Bible. These times lead our mind and our heart to
rePHPEHU +LP 6HFRQG PDNH VXUH \RX·UH RIWHQ ZLWK SHRSOH ZKR
are trying to love God with all their heart. Spending time with
SHRSOHZKROLYHLQ*RG·VUHDOLW\LVPDVVLYHO\KHOSIXOLQOHDUQLQJWR
do it yourself.
Many have found something like this very helpful: Take a
ZDWFKRUFHOOSKRQHZLWKDQDODUPFORFN WKDW\RX·OOKDYHZLWK\RX
all day) and set an alarm. Every time it goes off, take it as a remind-
HURI*RG·VSUHVHQFHZLWK \RXDQGKLWWKH VQRR]H EXWWRQVRLWZLOO
happen again shortly. When it alerts you, give thanks to God and
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WDONWR+LPDERXWZKDW·VRQ\RXUPLQG$VN´KRZFDQ,SOHDVHYou
ULJKWQRZµRU´KRZFDQ,ORYHWKRVHDURXQGPHULJKWQRZµ,WPD\
be intense to do this for several hours or a day, but you may be
VWUXFNE\KRZUDGLFDOO\\RXUPLQGVHWLVFKDQJHG,XVHGWRWKLQN´,
VKRXOGQ·WKDYHWRGRWKLQJVOLNHWKDWWRUHPHPEHU*RG·VSUHVHQFHµ
%XW ,·YH DOVR VXUURXQGHG P\VHOI ZLWK SKRQHV FRPSXWHUV WHOHYi-
sions which all constantly remind me of everything else but God.
So, take it or leave it, but perhaps it will bless you when you know
\RX·UHKDYLQJWURXEOHUHPHPEHULng the reality of His presence.
Knowing God is always with us makes every place we go a sa-
cred place, and every work a sacred work. We are going places
with God and doing things for God. The everywhere presence of
WKH /RUG PHDQV DOO WKDW +H LV OLYHV ZLWK XV ,W·V QRW MXVt any God
ZKR·V QHDU WR XV EXW WKH +RO\ *RG WKH &UHDWRU *RG WKH $OO-
Powerful God, the Loving God, the Just God, the All-Knowing God.
You get the point. What a life changing thing this is to learn to live
in. May He give us the grace to joyfully, trustingly walk in the reali-
W\WKDW+H·VWKHUHDQGHYHU\ZKHUH
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CHAPTER 11

God is All-Powerful and Sovereign
There are some things everyone can know about God even if
WKH\ GRQ·W KDYH D %LEOH 7KH SRZHU RI *RG LV RQH RI WKRVH WKLQJV
(Rom. 1:20). The thoughtful mind cannot look at creation and miss
the truth that whoever its creator is, He must be enormously po-
werful to cause all of this.
The book of Revelation speaks of a huge crowd in heaven wor-
shipping God, saying:
Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the All-Powerful, reigns!
Revelation 19:6b NET
If someone or something has power, it means that person or
thing has the ability and strength to accomplish something. We
might talk about a powerful person, machine, storm, computer, an
idea and whatever else. We mean they have a strength or ability. To
not have the power to do something is to be incapable of it. God is
capable of everything and anything that He wills to do.
*RG LV FDOOHG ´$OO-SRZHUIXOµ RU ´$OO-PLJKW\µ EHFDXVH +LV
power and might are not limited. A hurricane has a lot of power,
but not unlimited power. There is a certain amount of energy it has
and no more. The strongest men and machines still have a point
where something is too hard or too heavy. But about God, Jeremiah
says:
Oh, Lord God, you did indeed make heaven and earth by your
mighty power and great strength. Nothing is too hard for you!
Jeremiah 32:17 NET
1RWKLQJLVLQWKHFDWHJRU\RI´WRRKDUGµIRU*RG$VWKHPDNHU
of everything He is the only true source of power. We all live on
borrowed strength and power from God. Since God is self-
VXIILFLHQW +H GRHVQ·W JHW SRZHU IURP DQ\ZKHUH HOVH +H GRHVQ·W
need to rest, or recharge or find more power. On the seventh day of
FUHDWLRQ *RGGLGQ·WUHVWEHFDXVH+H ZDVWLUHG ,QIDFWDOORIFUHa-
62

tion is being constantly held up by His power (Heb. 11:3). If God
were to let go, the universe would fall apart.
He must be something so strong, so amazing. Think about this:
they say on average, the earth is about 150 million kilometers (93
million miles) from the sun. Can you imagine how much energy the
sun must have to be giving us sunburns from that far away? It is
estimated by some that there are 200-400 billion stars in our Milky
Way galaxy alone, and our sun is only a speck compared to some of
them. Then to thinkZHGRQ·WHYHQNQRZKRZPDQ\JDOD[LHVWKHUH
DUHLQWKH XQLYHUVH7KH\·UH JXHVVLQJLQ WKHELOOLRQVDQGKXQGUHGV
of billions. What kind of power must God possess to be the source
of all of that? It is completely impossible for us to comprehend.
Now would be a good time to set the book down and just worship
Him.
7REHFDSDEOHRIDQ\WKLQJGRHVQ·WPHDQ*RGZLOOGRDQ\WKLQJ
While nothing is too hard for God, there are some things God will
QRWGREHFDXVH+H ZRQ·WFRQWUDGLFW+LVQDWXUHRU +LVSODQV+HLV
not some mindless force of energy, but the living God who is wise,
all-NQRZLQJMXVWKRO\XQFKDQJLQJDQGHYHU\WKLQJHOVHZH·UHPe-
ditating on in this book. It would truly be a terror to think of the
HQGOHVVSRZHURI*RGLIZHGLGQ·WNQRZWKHJRRGQHVVRIWKHSHUson
who had it.
)RUDOORIXVWKHUHLVDJDSEHWZHHQZKDWZH·GOLNHWRGRDQG
ZKDWZH·UHDEOHWRGR)RU*RGWKHUHLVQRVXFKJDS$Q\WKLQJ+H
wills to do, He can do and does do. He is a limitless resource,
strength and power. He does whatever pleases Him (Ps. 135:6).
There is no enemy or obstacle capable of stopping Him or overpo-
ZHULQJ +LP *RG·V QHYHU VKDNLQJ LQ IHDU RU ZRQGHULQJ LI +H FDQ
accomplish what He desires.
This is related to what people mean when they talk about the
sovereignty of God. Being a person of limitless power, He is in con-
trol of everything and what He wants to do will be done. For a long
time, people have wondered and debated about how it is that God
can be in control of everything, without our choices meaning noth-
LQJ 'RHVQ·W WKDW mean He also controls all we decide? No man
probably understands that perfectly, but we know that He can do
all He wants, and He apparently wanted to give man a free will ³
HYHQZLWKWKHZURQJZD\VZH·YHXVHGLW7KHRZQHURIDFRPSDQ\
can delegate control of a department to one of His employees and
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they have a real level of control, but it is only borrowed control. If
WKHRZQHUGHFLGHGWRUHPRYHWKHSHUVRQ·VSRVLWLRQDQGFRQWUROWKH
department himself He has the power to do it. So it seems with man
that God has delegated some things into our choice, but He has the
ability to determine the outcome. A study in the life of Joseph (Gen.
37²50) will show that men often choose genuinely bad things, but
God uses it to accomplish His good plans. We will be held respon-
sible for our choices because they are real, but nothing will stop
*RGIURPGRLQJZKDW+H·VSODQQHG
This is one of the reasons we can trust in what God promises
XV+H LVVWURQJHQRXJKWRIROORZWKURXJKZLWK ZKDW+H·VWROGXV
+H·VJRLQJWRGR6RPHWLPHV promises are broken because there is
VRPHWKLQJ WKDW KLQGHUV XV IURP FDUU\LQJ WKHP RXW %XW QRWKLQJ·V
going to stop God from doing and giving what He wants. No one
and nothing can challenge God (Jer. 49:19).
As God is strong enough to carry out His promises, He is also
strong enough to carry out His threats. Jesus told us:
Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul. Instead, fear the one who is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell.
Matthew 10:28 NET
7KDW·VQRWDQHPSW\WKUHDW+H·VQRWVWURQJHQRXJKWREDFNXS
There is nothing strong enough to protect you or defend you
against God if you have not obeyed the gospel of Jesus (1
7KHVV 3HRSOHDFFXVLQJO\DVNZK\*RGKDVQ·WHOLPLQDted evil if
+H·V VWURQJ HQRXJK EXW WKH\ KDve forgotten they themselves are
HYLO *RG ZLOO LQGHHG GHDO ZLWK HYLO EXW +H·V EHLQJ SDWLHQW +H·V
giving time for more of us evil people to turn to Him and escape
the destruction (2 Peter 3:9). You do not want to be the enemy of
God;; praise the Lord you GRQ·WKDYHWREH/HWXVEHVXUHZHKDYH
surrendered to God to forgive us and lead our lives.
Those who return to God find His power an encouragement
rather than a frightful thing. Jesus claimed He had the ability to
bring Himself back from the dead (Matt. 2:19) and then He did it!
So when He promises to give us life after death we know He has
the power to back up what He says. His unchanging nature guaran-
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tees us He will stick to what He says and His strength assures us
+H·VFDSDEOH
God promised us somethiQJLQFUHGLEOHLQRQHRI3HWHU·VOHtters:
«+LVGLYLQHSRZHU has bestowed on us everything necessary
IRUOLIHDQGJRGOLQHVV«
2 Peter 1:3 NET (selected)
7KLQNDERXWZKDWWKDW·VVD\LQJ*RG·VGLYLQHSRZHUKDVJLYHQ
us everything we need for what? Life and godliness. God knows
what you need in your life and to be godly in it, and He is the one
supSO\LQJWKH SRZHU6R QH[WWLPH \RX·UH WKLQNLQJ´,FDQ·WKDQGOH
WKLVµRU´,FDQ·WJHWWKURXJKWKLVµRU´,FDQ·WEHFKDQJHGµ³WKDW·VD
lie. God will give you everything for life and godliness as you trust
Him. You probably will have no idea how, and it may not feel like
it, but He will carry you through. No matter how dark and real
\RXU FLUFXPVWDQFHV JHW *RG·V Xniverse-making strength will give
you what you need. It is not an obstacle to Him.
The truth that the Almighty God loves us is so wonderful. A
parent who loves their child greatly has the desire to always be by
their side and to help them with everything, but there are so many
things they are incapable of helping with. But to be loved by God?
There is no need He cannot meet, no enemy He cannot save you
from, no person or thing He cannot help you with. You can see why
Paul would say:
If God is for us, who can be against us?
Romans 8:31b NET
After saying that, Paul went on to list all of the things we
might battle with and how none of them are strong enough to sepa-
rate us from His love. When the strongest lover loves you, nothing
can take you away from His love. Look at the list:
Trouble
Distress
Persecution
Famine
Nakedness
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Danger
Death
Angels
Heavenly rulers
Things that are now
Things to come
Powers
Height
Depth
2U«$Q\WKLQJ HOVH LQ DOO RI FUHDWLRQ VHOHFWHG IURP 5RPDQV
8:35²39)
If you belong to Jesus, nothing is going to separate you from
His love. We may have to face challenges from all of these things.
+H KDVQ·W SURPLVHG ZH ZLOO DYRLG WKHP EXW WKDW ZH ZLOO KDYH DOO
we need to carry us through until He makes all things new.
There are, no doubt, many things that we wish God would do
WKDW+HKDVQ·WFKRVHQWRGR. If all we knew about God was that He
ZDVVWURQJZHPLJKWEHGLVFRXUDJHG%XWZKHQZHUHPHPEHU+H·V
wise, working out those perfect plans in a perfect way, we can trust
+LP $QG ZKHQ ZH UHPHPEHU +H·V DOO-knowing, we can rest as-
VXUHGWKDW+HNQRZVZKDW·VJRLQJRQDQGZKDWLW·VJRLQJWRWDNHWR
carry us through. No one can get in the way of what God wants to
do with your life if He wants it done.
Unanswered prayer is never caused by a lack of ability on
*RG·V SDUW +H PD\ EH ZDLWLQJ IRU XV WR WUXVW DQG REH\, He may
NQRZLW·VQRWWKHULJKWWLPHRU+LVZLsdom may have a plan that we
GRQ·WXQGHUVWDQG<RXPD\QRWNQRZ+LVDQVZHUEXW\RXFDQWUXVW
+H·OOZRUNDPLUDFOHLQWKHVLWXDWLRQRUZRUNWKHPLUDFOHRIVXVWDLn-
ing you in it. A read through the Bible will show you He does both.
If you are His child, be confident that God looks forward to show-
ing Himself strong in the lives of people who are loyal to Him (2
Chron. 16:9).
Whatever the challenge, remember He is strong enough. If you
are struggling to pay your bills, trust and obey. He can provide. If
\RXDUHWKHRYHUZKHOPHGSDUHQWZKRIHHOVWKH\GRQ·WKDYHVWUHQJWK
for another day, trust Him for help. He can give you strength. If
you are feeling incapable of breaking addiction or sinful habits,
trust and obey. You are not strong enough, but He is. If you have
66

no idea how to know the will of God, keep seeking Him and acting
on the truth you do know. He is able to communicate to you what-
ever you need to hear, when you need to hear it. If you are crushed
under a season of crisis or loss, He knows what you need and tells
us He gives power to the weak (Isa. 40:29).
*RG·V SRZHU ZLOO IXOILOO HYHU\WKLQJ +H KDV VSRNHQ +H ZLOO
save those who repent and trust His Son Jesus. He will punish
those who reject Him. He will make all things new. He will heal us
and wipe our tears away someday. He will work everything to-
gether for our good. He will bring an end to Satan.
God asks us: Is My power limited (Num. 11:23)? We know the
anVZHU LV ´QRµ EXW ZH QHHG WR OLYH LW RXW 2XU WDVN LV to focus on
Him, believe what He says and do what He says. He is going to
work out His plans³regardless of what we think may be obstacles.
'RQ·WEHDIUDLGRIWKHHYLOSODQVRIPHQ*RGODXJKVDWWKHLUDUURg-
ance in thinking they can stop His will (Ps. 2).
The God who loves us is the God with all power. If you are
with Him you are on the winning side. May we be bold and trust
Him.
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CHAPTER 12

God is Loving and Good
It is an intimidating thought to attempt a brief chapter on the
love of God. It is such an enormous and beautiful thing. No one has
fully grasped it or explained it, let alone in a short chapter. You
cannot explore all that is in the ocean in a day, or a hundred life-
times, but you can still get in and start swimming. So we can take
our minds into this truth about God and taste a bit of its greatness
and implications. This is perhaps one of His best known attributes,
though it is often misunderstood and even criticized by some.
7KHZRUG´ORYHµLVXVHGVRIUHTXHQWO\DQGLQVRPDQ\ZD\V,W
seems to be the favorite topic in music, literature, poetry, painting
DQGHYHQRXUGDLO\GLVFXVVLRQVRIZKDWZHOLNH ´,love WKDWFDUµ ,W
can mean something so serious or be something so casual, that it
EHFRPHV GLIILFXOW WR GHILQH :H·UH JRLQJ WR KDYH WR WU\ WR under-
stand what the Bible means when it talks about love.
:H·UHFRQVLGHULQJORYHDQGJRRGQHVVDWWKHVDPHWLPHLQWKLV
chapWHUIRUDUHDVRQ,I\RXORRNXSWKHZRUGVWUDQVODWHG´ORYHµLQ
RXU %LEOHV \RX ILQG LQ WKH RULJLQDO ODQJXDJHV WKH\ PHDQ ´JRRd-
ness, affection, good-will, loving-kindness, well-PHDQLQJµ DQG VR
forth. There may be some distinctions between the two terms, but
WKH\·UH VR FORVHO\ UHODWHG ZH·OO GLVFXVV WKHP WRJHWKHU KHUH :H
know when the ScripWXUHV WDON DERXW WKH ORYH RI *RG WKH\·UH DOVR
talking about His goodness. He is pure good, and He desires good
for all.
You are good and you do good.
Psalm 119:68a NET
The Lord is good to all, and has compassion on all he has
made.
Psalm 145:9 NET
Have you ever thought of how blessed we are that God is the
way He is? If He was cruel and mean and bad-willed toward us, we
ZRXOG KDYH QR KRSH 6XUH \RX FRXOG JHW PDG DW +LP EXW \RX·G
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still be completely vulnerable to an all-SRZHUIXOW\UDQWZKRGLGQ·W
care about your good. Praise God that He is the way He is.
But what does it mean to be loving and good? Well, since God
is love (1 John 4:8), we can say that all He does is loving and good.
*RRG LVQ·W VRPHWKLQJ WKDW H[LVWV RXWVLGH RI +LP +H LV WKH GHILQi-
WLRQ RI ZKDW·V JRRG 2EVHUYLQJ ZKDW *RG GRHV LV REVHUYLng a
perfect lover at work. We understand love by watching Him.
*RG·V JRRGQHVV DQG ORYH LV GLVSOD\HG LQ FUHDWLRQ 0DQNLQG
was thought into existence by His desire, and we were put into a
marvelously beautiful place. He could have designed our world
only for necessity, but He designed it for pleasure and enjoyment as
well. He gave us feelings and colors and landscapes and the vast
expanse of space to explore and wonder at. Next time you are
moved by an incrediEOHVRQJUHPHPEHUWKDWLW·V*RGZKRFDPHXS
with the idea of music. Next time you enjoy the beauty of an ocean-
view or the awesome sight of mountains and flowers, praise God
for building us such a wonderful environment to enjoy. He is the
one who made the varieties of foods and designed your taste buds
to enjoy them. He is the one who invented sex and laughter and
sleep. The way He created so much pleasure shows us He loves to
pour out blessings.
*RG·VJRRGQHVVDQGORYHLVDOVRVHHQLQ+LVSHrsistent chasing
down of mankind to come back to Him. We remember that if God
KDVQR QHHGVWKDWPHDQV +H GRHVQ·WQHHGXVDURXQG$QG\HW+H
wants us around. He wants to do us good. He wants us with Him.
After Adam and Eve sinned, it was God who came to find them to
preserve relationship. It was God who sent prophets to tell the na-
tions to turn back to Him. It is because God loved the world that
-HVXVZDVVHQWWRVDYHXV -RKQ -HVXVGLHGZH·UHWROGVRZH
FRXOG EH ZLWK +LP ZKHWKHU ZH·UH DOLYH RU GHDG  7KHVV  
*RG·V DPD]LQJ ORYH KDV DOZD\V EHHQ FDOOLQJ Eack the people that
have wronged Him.
*RG·V JRRGQHVV DQG ORYH FRQWLQXHV WR EH VHHQ WRZDUG WKRVH
who are still rejecting Him. Jesus points out God is letting the sun
and rain fall on everyone whether they love Him or not (Matt. 5:45²
46). This basically means God is giving His enemies what they need
WROLYHHYHQZKLOHWKH\·UHILJKWLQJDJDLQVW+LP+HFRQWLQXHVWRGR
WKHPJRRGZKHQWKH\·YHGRQH+LPKDUP*RGKDVQRWMXGJHGWKH
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ZRUOG\HWZH·UHWROGEHFDXVH+HLVSDWLHQWZLWKXVDQGQRWZDQt-
ing anyone to perish, but all to turn back to Him (2 Peter 3:9).
7KLVLVZKDW·VIRUJRWWHQZKHQSHRSOHVD\´,I*RGLVJRRGWKHQ
ZK\LVWKHUHHYLOLQWKHZRUOG"µ)LUVWRIDOOLWLVEHFDXVHwe rebelled
against God that the world is full of evil. We are the cause. Second,
if God were to eliminate evil from the world, He would have to
eliminate us because we are not good. Instead, Jesus has died to
make a way to come back to Him and be changed if we want to re-
turn to Him.
There will be a day when those who know God will live in a
place free of evil and pain. God is going to make all things new and
wonderful, but allowing the evil to live there would spoil it again.
So if God desires to create a place of perfect love and goodness,
then eventually all who continue to resist Him must be removed.
This is why a loving God must also be a God who judges and pu-
QLVKHV 3DUW RI ZKDW PDNHV KHDYHQ SHUIHFW LV WKDW *RG·V ZLOO LV
always done there (Matt. 6:10). Where men insist on doing their will
LQVWHDG RI *RG·V WKHUH ZLOO DOZD\V EH GDPDJH Dnd corruption. To
not be with God is to not be with all that is good. No one will end
XSLQKHOOEHFDXVH*RGGRHVQRWORYHEXWEHFDXVHWKH\·YHUejected
the source of perfect love.
Maybe the scariest thing God has given us is free will, that is,
the abilit\WRORYH+LPEDFNRUQRW,W·VDVREHULQJIDFWWKDWZHDUH
capable of refusing God and going to eternal destruction. We ask,
´:K\GLG*RGHYHQJLYHXVWKHFKRLFHWRPHVVHYHU\WKLQJXS"µ%XW
the fact that we can choose gives us opportunity to love. Imagine a
QHZERUQ EDE\ JLUO ZKR FDQ·W PRYH DURXQG RU JR DQ\ZKHUH 7KH
QLFHWKLQJLVVKHFDQ·WJHWLQWRWURXEOH7KHGRZQVLGHLV\RXULQWe-
raction with her is limited. Once the child can walk, she has more
freedom to get into trouble. But also, she could use her legs to run
to you and give you a kiss. This melts every parHQW·VKHDUWEHFDXVH
the child has shown in their choice that they want to love their par-
HQW)RUFLQJDFKLOGWRFRPHNLVV\RXGRHVQ·WKDYHWKHVDPHHIIHFW
Yes, a free will creates the possibility for rebellion, but it also
creates the opportunity for the choice of love.
Since the beginning of mankind, Satan has been working to
convince people that God is not good and loving. His temptation in
the garden was aimed at making God sound stingy and not good-
willed. They believed the lie and so do most people in the world
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WRGD\ %XW ZKHQ -HVXV ´WKH *RG-PDQµ ZDV ERUQ WKH VKHSKHUGV
KHDUGWKHDQJHOVVLQJLQJDERXWSHDFHRQHDUWKDQG*RG·V good-will
toward men (Luke 2:14). On the cross, suffering in our place, Jesus
IRUHYHUDQVZHUHGWKHTXHVWLRQRI*RG·VJRRGQHVVDQGORYH:HVHH
Him, who had done nothing wrong, voluntarily being crushed for
ZKDWZH·YHGRQH1RRQHWROG*RGWRGRLWRUPDGH+LPGRLW+H
did it of His own will because He wanted to make a way for us to
come back to Him. Do not believe the lie any longer that God is
FUXHOPHDQDQGGRHVQ·WORYH\RX-HVXVKDVSURYHGLWIDOVH
It can definitely be difficult to live through the hard stuff of life
and remember that God is good. But we have to keep in mind;; we
DUH QRW LQ WKDW SHUIHFW ZRUOG \HW EXW D EURNHQ RQH ,I HYHU\RQH·V
KHDOWK\ LW·V QRW VHHQ DV ORYLQJ WR JR DURXQG FXWWLQJ SHRSOH RSHQ
%XWLI\RX·UHLQDURRPZKHUHHYHU\RQHLVVLFNDQGVXUJHU\FDQKHOS
WKHP FXWWLQJ FDQ EH ZKDW·V EHVW IRU WKHP if a doctor knows what
+H·VGRLQJ*RG·VZLVGRPDVVXUHVXVWKDW+HGRHVNQRZZKDW+H·V
GRLQJDQG+LVORYHWHOOVXV+HKDVZKDW·VJRRGLQPLQG7KHVHXn-
comfortable things will be used for the best. Remember the love He
showed on the cross and remember He GRHVQ·WFKDQJH+H FDQEH
trusted.
,IUHDOORYHGHVLUHVWRGRZKDW·VEHVWIRUVRPHRQHWKHQLWZLOO
sometimes be uncomfortable. Anyone who has had a friend or fam-
LO\PHPEHUVWUXJJOLQJZLWKEDGKDELWVRUDGGLFWLRQNQRZVWKDWLW·V
more comfortable not to confront them, but if you love them, you
have to, for their good. So it is with us. Jesus, who always loved
perfectly, did not only say comforting things, but also very hard
things. When you read the Bible, you discover how much is wrong
with the way you think, and talk and live. God is intervening be-
FDXVH+HORYHV\RXWRRPXFKWROHDYH\RXDV\RXDUH'RQ·WEHOLHYH
WKHOLHWKDW+HGRHVQ·WORYH\RXMXVWEHFDXVH+HFRQIURQWV\RX2Q
the cross He set you free from the penalty of sin, and now He wants
to set you free from the slavery of sin running your life.
(YHU\RQH LQWKLVZRUOG LVORRNLQJIRU ZKDW·V really good. Eve-
ryone is trying to figure out what can make them feel loved and
safe and peaceful. But anything you get, even other good things,
will not be enough WR VDWLVI\ ZKDW \RX·UH ORQJLQJ IRU³DQG ZH·YH
all experienced it. You wanted that guy, that girl, that car, that job,
that friend, that home, that accomplishment, that look, that vaca-
tion, that thing, and when you got it? Well, it was probably nice,
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but it GLGQ·WGRZKDW\RXWKRXJKWLWZRXOG,WGLGQ·WJLYH\RXWKDW
deep satisfaction and rest. Being near God is the best thing you can
have and the only thing that can fill you up. As the psalmist said:
But as for me, the nearness of God is my good.
Psalm 73:28a NASB
7KHUH·UHDORWRIWKLQJVLQWKLVZRUOGWKDWFDQEHEOHVVLQJVEXW
LI \RX ZDQW ZKDW·V UHDOO\ JRRG \RX·UH ZDQWLQJ *RG +LV ORYH DQG
closeQHVVLVZKDW\RX·UHFUDYLQJ
:H·UH DOO SURQH WR ´ORRNLQJ IRU ORYH LQ DOO WKH ZURQJ SODFHVµ
The Bible actually says that God is jealous (Ex. 20:5). There is a right
kind of jealousy³like when a man is angered to find His wife chas-
ing other men. Her love is supposed to be for him! That jealousy
ZRXOGQ·WEHWKHUHLIWKHPDQGLGQ·WFDUHDERXW+LVUHODWLRQVKLSZLWK
His wife. It is one of the most flattering thoughts for us that the in-
ventor of the universe actually cares that we stay with Him. His
jealousy tells us He actually wants us, and He knows we will never
KDYHZKDW·VJRRGXQWLOZHKDYH+LP
If you lose something WKDWLVQ·WYHU\YDOXDEOH\RXZRQ·WJRWR
much trouble trying to find it. But when something precious is lost,
\RXZLOOJRWRJUHDWOHQJWKVWRJHWLWEDFNEHFDXVH\RXDUHQ·WZLOOLQJ
WRORVHLW$QGWKLVLVZKDW·VVRVWXQQLQJDERXWZKDW*RGKDVGRQH
for us. For some reason, Jesus found us worth dying for to get back.
<RXDUHLPSRUWDQWHQRXJKWR*RGWKDW+HGLGQ·WZDQWWRORVH\RX
No one has more of a right to leave us than God, but no one has
suffered more to keep us than God.
:H ORRN DW ZKDW ZH·YH GRQH DQd wonder why we matter so
much to Him. How can God be so good to people who have been
so bad to Him? We find no other reason than the fact that He is the
VRXUFHRIORYH+HGRHVQ·WJLYHLWEHFDXVHLW·VZKDWZHGHVHUYHEXW
EHFDXVHLW·VZKR+HLV*RGLVORve (1 John 4:8).
0\VPDOOPLQGFRXOGQ·WILQGWKHSODFHZKHUH\RXUORYHJUHZ
But I was blind and failed to see that very place was you
<RX·UHZKHUHLWFRPHVIURP<RX·UHZKHUHLWJURZV
This love that needs no reasons, the love that you have shown to me

72

The world has a shallow kind of love that only gives when it
has something to gain. But Jesus lost everything to give us what we
desperately needed. The only right response is to give our highest
ORYHEDFNWRRXU PDNHUDQGWKH RQO\RQH ZKR·VHYHUORYHGXVWKat
deeply. May we see His love more clearly, and be so filled with it
that we carry it and spill it wherever we go.
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CHAPTER 13

God is Just and Merciful
Justice and mercy are two attributes of God mentioned repeat-
edly in both the Old and New Testaments. It may seem strange to
some that we would combine these two into one chapter. On the
surface they seem to be complete opposites and many people won-
der how God can be both of these things at the same time. But God
is never in conflict with Himself;; both are equally true of Him. To
be able to discuss the two side-by-side will help us see who He is
with more clarity.
,I VRPHWKLQJ LV XQMXVW RU DV ZH VD\ ´DQ LQMXVWLFH KDV EHHQ
GRQHµ ZH·UH VD\LQJ VRPHWKLQJ ZURQJ KDV EHHQ GRQH VRPHRQH
KDVQ·W EHHQ WUHDWHG ULJKW So a just person is someone who does
ZKDW·V ULJKW DQG GRHVQ·W GR ZKDW·V ZURQJ 7KH ZRUGV ´ULJKWHRXs-
QHVVµDQG´MXsWLFHµRIWHQPHDQH[DFWO\WKHVDPHWKLQJLQWKH%LEOH
A righteous or just person treats people right, and fair, and how
they deserve to be treated.
As for the Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are just. He
is a reliable God who is never unjust, He is fair and upright.
Deuteronomy 32:4 NET
The judgments given by the Lord are trustworthy and abso-
lutely just.
Psalm 19:9b NET
Everything God does is right. All His thoughts, all of His laws,
all of His actions, all of His plans and all of His ways are right. No
one has ever had God treat them unfairly or unjustly. It is incorrect
WR VD\ VRPHRQH QHHGV WR ´IRUJLYH *RGµ EHFDXVH *RG KDV QHYHr
treated anyone wrong.
:KHQ ZH VD\ VRPHWKLQJ LV ULJKW RU ZURQJ ZH·UH MXGJLQJ LW
based on a standard of morality. God Himself is that standard. If
God were not there, it would be quite hard to define why we be-
lieve anything is right or wrong. If we, as many think, are just
highly evolved animals, on what basis could we judge something to
EHEDG"2XURQO\REMHFWLRQFRXOGEHWKDWLW·VQRWFRQYHQLHQWWRXVRU
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WKDW LW·V QRW KHOSIXO IRU D IXQFWLRQLQJ VRFLHW\ %XW ZH FRXOGQ·W Dc-
tually protest that it was wrong to rape, kill, steal or whatever else.
But we all know there is such a thing as right and wrong because
WKHUH·VDMXVW*RGRXWWKHUHDQGZH·UHPDGHLQ+LVLPDJH%XW+H
GRHVQ·W KDYH DQ\RQH RU DQ\WKLQJ WHOOLQJ +LP KRZ +H VKRXOG EH
just and righteous is just the way He is. Something is right or
wrong based on whether or not it lines up with Him.
The justice of God is an ignored attribute by many because we
know that injustice should be punished, and that we are not just.
The Bible affirms God will judge us, and this is not only an Old Tes-
WDPHQWLGHD-HVXVKLPVHOIZDUQHGRIWHQRI*RG·VFRPLQJMXGJPHQW
and punishment of those who are not just (Matt. 13:49²50.) We
NQRZZH·UHXQMXVWEHFDXVHZHGRQRWWUHDW*RGDV+HRXJKWWREH
treated and we do not treat others right. The greatest command-
ment is to love God with all of our life and energy, but we break it
HYHU\ GD\ :H GRQ·W JLYH *RG HYHQ QHDU WKH ORYH OR\DOW\ KRQRU
trust and gratitude He deserves for making us and letting us
breathe each moment. The second greatest command is to love oth-
ers like we love ourselves, but none of us come close to thinking
and working as much for others as we do for ourselves.
The breaking of these two great commands is manifested in
thousands of other sins. We lie, we steal, we use RXUPDNHU·VQDPH
disrespectfully, we hate, we murder, we crave the possessions of
RWKHUV ZH GULQN XQWLO ZH·UH GUXQN ZH EUHDN RXU SURPLVHV FKHDW
RQRXUVSRXVHVWDNHVH[IURPSHRSOHZHKDYHQ·WFRPPLWWHGRXUOLIH
to, re-define our sexual identity, take advantage of other people,
cheat to get ahead, spend all our money on ourselves while people
suffer around us, use religion to get honor for ourselves instead of
God, talk bad about people behind their backs, insult one another,
disobey our parents³and the list goes on. The point is: no man on
earth can claim they have lived right toward God and others. Our
injustice and unrighteousness will be judged and punished by the
all-seeing eyes of the Just God (Heb. 9:27;; Rev. 20:13).
This is real. There is a real God who each one of us will face at
a real time³you could mark it on your calendar if you knew when.
0DQ\SHRSOHVD\´ZHOO,MXVWWKLQN*RGLVJRLQJWRIRUJLYHPHµ,V
that the right thing for Him to do? Is it just for a judge to let law-
breakers off the hook? What about the wrong things done to you?
)RU *RG WR MXVW VD\ ´6LQ LV QRW D ELJ GHDOµ LV WR VD\ LW·V QRW D ELJ
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deal that your heart got broken, that your stuff got stolen, that your
trust got abused, that your loved one got killed, that you were in-
sulted and lied about³you get the point. We want evil ignored
ZKHQZH·YHGRQHLWEXWZKHQLW·VGRQHWRXVZHZDQWMXVWLFH:HOO
*RGZLOOMXGJHDQGEHFDXVH+H·VDJRRGMXGJH+HZRQ·WOHDYHHYLO
unpunished.
%XW LVQ·W *RG PHUFLIXO" ,W LV LQGHHG DQ DWWULEXWH RI God, and
one that is heavily mentioned not just in the New Testament, but
also the old. There was a time when God walked by Moses and de-
scribed what He was like. The very first thing God chose to say
about Himself was that He was merciful (Ex. 34:6). Jesus also told
us our heavenly Father is merciful (Luke 6:36). Someone who is
merciful feels compassion and pity for your situation and moves to
help. God often says that He is a God of compassion, pity and mer-
F\ +LV MXVWLFH PHDQV +H·OO QHYHU WUHDW VRPHRQH Zorse than they
deserve. His mercy means that He is inclined to do more for people
than they deserve. So the Lord sees our need for forgiveness, but
how can He give us the mercy of forgiveness and still deal with sin
justly?
As always, the cross is the solution. God has said the penalty
for sin is death (Rom. 6:23) and to be just, He must follow through
with His word. Being forsaken by God is what we deserve for re-
belOLQJDJDLQVWRXU PDNHUWKDW·VZKDW·VMXVW%XWZKHQ-HVXVKXQJ
RQWKHFURVV+HFULHGRXW´My God, My God, why have you forsa-
ken Me.µ 6RPHWKLQJ KDSSHQHG WKDW GD\ -HVXV KDG VWHSSHG LQ WR
take our sentence. Jesus took the just wrath of God for our sins on
himself.
He had never sinned. He had always served and loved the Fa-
ther with all of His strength. He had always loved others perfectly.
He, and He alone, could say He was fully righteous and just. He
deserved reward and love from His Father for how He lived. But
He gave the reward that was rightfully His to us. We Christians are
given the good status with God of a righteous life, while He took
our consequence for unrighteous living.
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God.
1 Peter 3:18 NASB
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The cross is the ultimate picture of the just and merciful God.
It screams that sin is serious and will be dealt with by God severely.
%XW DOVR WKDW *RG KDV SLW\ IRU WKH PHVV ZH·YH JRWWHQ RXUVHOYHV LQ
and wanted to give us a solution. Remember that if we all were sent
to hell to pay for our sins, God would be completely just³they
ZHUHRXUVWRSD\IRU,WZRXOG·YHEHHQIDLUIRU*RGWRGRWKDWEXW
because He is merciful, He had compassion on us and made a way.
7KRVHZKRGRQ·WEHORQJWR-HVXV\HWVKRXOGQRWFRPIRUWWKHm-
selves with the mercy of God. Trusting in Jesus and His sacrifice is
RXURQO\ODVWLQJVDIHW\ZLWKWKHMXVW*RG,IZHGRQ·WEHORQJWR&Kr-
ist the guilt of our sin remains and God will punish us for it. The
TXHVWLRQ LVQ·W ZKHWKHU *RG LV LQ D MXVW RU PHUFLIXO PRRG +H·V Dl-
ways both. But He can only give forgiveness to those who call out
to God for mercy and are willing to leave a life of sin. So, the New
Testament says:
He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlast-
ing destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and
from the majesty of his power.
2 Thessalonians 1:8²9 NIV
But,
For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
Romans 10:13 NET
Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away
from evil.
2 Timothy 2:19b NET
Jesus came to start a kingdom of people who would once again
be with God and follow Him. No one has gotten into His kingdom
because they deserved to, but because the King paid the price to
give us mercy. And so it is a rule of His kingdom that we who have
been given mercy must give it out. Wrong things will be done to
&KULVWLDQVEXWLIZHZDQW*RG·VPHrcy, we are required to forgive
the injustices done to us (Matt. 5:7;; 6:14²15;; Mark 11:25;; Matt. 18:22²
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35). Who are we to demand better treatment out of people than the
Almighty God demanded out of us?
We also see the mercy of God in His care for the broken and
poor. Those who walked with Jesus describe Him seeing the needs
of people and feeling compassion for them (Matt. 9:36;; 14:14). His
PHUF\ ZDVQ·WDSDVVLQJIHHOLQJRISLW\EXW RQH WKDWWRRNDFWLRQWR
help. If we are led by the same Spirit who led Jesus, Christians will
see brokenness and want to give mercy. We can say our money is
RXUVDQGRXUWLPHLVRXUVEXW*RG·VPHUFy leads us to give up our
rights to meet the need. This is so foundational to being a Christian,
that Jesus said one day it will be the criteria that judges whether or
not we really belonged to God (Matt. 25:31²46). The apostle John
SRLQWVRXWLW·VULGLFXOous to think the loving God is living in some-
RQHZKRFDQVHHSHRSOH·VQHHGVDQGLJQRUHWKHP -RKQ $QG
WKHDSRVWOH-DPHVLPSOLHVWKDWDIDLWKLQ*RGWKDWGRHVQ·WSURGXFHD
PHUFLIXOSHUVRQSUREDEO\LVQ·WWKHNLQGRIIDLWKWKDWVDYHVDSHUVRQ
(James 2:14²  7KH SHRSOH RI -HVXV· NLQJGRP DUH PRYHG WR PHHW
the physical and spiritual needs around them.
As God pours out His perfect justice and mercy, His people
are to be defined by the same attributes.
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the
LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8 NIV
Jesus scolded the religious leaders of His time who were more
interested in religious rituals than authentically walking with God
and caring about people. He told them they had failed to do the
more important things God had communicated³like justice and
mercy (Matt. 23:23). We are called to be a people who treat God
right, treat others right and care for those in need.
Every day of our lives we are in a more fortunate position than
we deserve to be. We should not forget that if God had not shown
us mercy, we would have no forgiveness, hope or future. Every
JRRG WKLQJ LV D EOHVVLQJ ZH GRQ·W GHVHUYH DQG HYHU\ KDUG WKLQJ LV
QRZRUVHWKDQZH·YHHDUQHG
May the world see that God is just and merciful because His
people imitate Him. May the Spirit lead us to right-living, forgive-
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ness, and an active compassion for our neighbors. Let those being
crushed under the wrong treatment of others know that God has
seeQ LW DQG ZLOO UHSD\ WKH ZLFNHG ZLWK ZUDWK LI WKH\ GRQ·W WXUQ
(Romans 12:19). Let those in a time of need be encouraged to know
that Jesus empathizes with us and desires to give us the mercy we
need (Heb. 4:15²16).
God has always been and will always be the God of perfect
justice and mercy. If we ignore either one of them we will find our-
VHOYHVZRUVKLSSLQJD*RGZH·YHPDGHXSDQGPLVVWKHZKROHSRLQW
of the cross of Christ.
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CHAPTER 14

God is Gracious
In the list of things God came and told Moses about Himself,
the second thing He mentioned was that He was gracious (Ex. 34:6).
3HWHU UHIHUUHG WR WKH /RUG DV ´WKH *RG RI DOO JUDFHµ  3HWHU  
Paul described the message of Christianity as the good news of the
grace of God (Acts 20:24). The letters written to the churches often
speak of His grace and show it was so dominant in their thinking
WKDWLWEHFDPHSDUWRIWKHLUUHJXODUJUHHWLQJVOLNH´JUDFHWR\RXµDQG
´JUDFHZLWK\RXµ
Grace is one of the most central truths of Christianity, and
something God says about His own character. Grace speaks about
His kindness and His giving-nature. God is a giver. There are some
things that are given because they are owed, and some things that
are given as gifts. If an employer gives you a payFKHFNLW·VEHFDXVH
you deservH PRQH\ IRU WKH ZRUN \RX·YH GRQH IRU WKHP %XW LI
VRPHRQHFRPHVDQGJLYHV\RXDJLIWLW·VEHFDXVHWKH\ZDQWWREOHVV
you, not because you worked for it (Rom. 11:6). God gives, not be-
FDXVHZH·YHHDUQHGLWEXWEHFDXVH+HLVDJLYHU+HLVJUDFLRXV
It is this truth that separates Christian thinking from that of
other religions. The Bible states that man cannot earn eternal life or
a right standing with God. No matter how hard we work to obey
laws and be a good people we all have fallen horribly short.
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. But they
are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus.
Romans 3:23²24 NET
A free gift is our only hope. Like a bankrupt man who has
messed up everything and hand and hope for the kindness and ge-
QHURVLW\ RI VRPHRQH JLYLQJ WKHP VRPHWKLQJ WKH\ GRQ·W GHVHUYH
-HVXV VD\V ZH DUH EOHVVHG LI ZH·UH VSLULWXDOO\ GULYHQ WR EHJJDU\
WKHVH DUH WKH SHRSOH ZKR JHW WR EH LQ *RG·V HYHrlasting kingdom
(Matt. 5:3). The Christian has nothing to brag about because we are
not good people getting what we deserve;; we are messed up people
who have been given things we have no right to have.
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God says that He will be gracious to whom He wants (Ex.
33:19). Grace is not something anyone is entitled to, but something
God chooses to give. So who does He want to give grace to? Thank-
fully, the Bible tells us:
God opposes the proud, but he gives grace to the humble.
James 4:6b NET
Those who are willing to acknowledge their need, dependence
and lack of worthiness are those God chooses to give grace to.
Those who think highly of themselves and depend on themselves
are opposed by Him. It says a lot when you look through the Bible
at all of the mentions of grace, and see that it is almost exclusively
given to WKRVHZKREHORQJWR*RG7KLVGRHVQ·WPHDQ*RG·VSHRSOH
KDYH HDUQHG LW 7KH EHJJDU KDVQ·W HDUQHG WKH ULJKW WR DQ\RQH·V
money by humbling himself on the street and holding out his hand.
But if He never humbles Himself to go down and hold out His
hand, He will not receive what a gracious person may give. God is
always a gracious God, but only those who humble themselves and
give themselves to Him will receive what He freely offers.
The word grace is often translated as favor. When you have
the favor of someone, it means they approve of you, they like you,
they treat you over-generously. When we ask a favor from someone,
ZH·UH DVNLQJ IRU VRPHWKLQJ ZH·UH QRW HQWLWOHG WR 7KLV LV SUREDEO\
ZK\LW·VXVXDOO\RXU FORVH IDPLO\DQGIULHQGVZHDVN IDYRUVRIZH
know they love us and are disposed to help us³HYHQLIWKH\GRQ·W
get much benefit from it. To be the children of God is to be family
and to be in the favor of our heavenly Father. If you are His, He is
on your side. He desires to help you and show kindness and gene-
rosiW\WR\RXHYHQZKHQ\RXGRQ·WGHVHUYHLW
$QG*RG·VJUDFHLVQ·WRQO\QHHGHGIRUJHWWLQJ\RXUVLQVIRUJi-
ven. The New Testament shows the Christian life is one of trust and
dependence on God as He constantly pours out graces or favors
into our lives. He distributes spiritual gifts (literally graces) to His
people to empower them as they help each other (Rom. 12:6). All of
our Christian character and growth is also referred to as grace (2
&RU :H·UHWROG*RGLVDEOHWRSRXURXWPRUHDQGPRUHLQRXU
lives to help us have what we need to do every good work (2 Cor.
9:8). Basically, walking in grace is a way of life for the Christian. It
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is God in us and with us, making us like Him and empowering us
to do all we need to do.
7KLV LV ZK\ ZH·UH WROG WKDW ZH FDQ·W EH D SDUW RI -HVXV· NLQg-
GRP XQOHVV ZH·UH ZLOOLQJ WR KXPEOH RXUVHOYHV DQG EHFRPH OLNH
little children. We learn to live a life of dependence on God as He
gives us all we need. In all of the big and small in our lives, God
desires that we ask for His help and leading, and trust Him to do it.
Whatever is going on in our lives, God is not telling us to be strong-
er, but to trust Him to give us what we need. This means we have
to let go of our pride and feelings of self-sufficiency. We get to rest
in the knowledge that our Father will give us grace after grace as
we need it. Those who trust Him for it get it.
We often fear what might happen if we face a situation we
FDQ·W KDQGOH EXW LI ZH DUH LQ WKH JUDFH RI *RG ZH ZLOO EH JLYHQ
ZKDW·VQHHGHGIRULW'RQot judge what you are capable of accom-
SOLVKLQJRUGHDOLQJZLWKEDVHGRQZKDW\RXIHHO\RX·UHFDSDEOHRI
Go to God, and as you trust and obey you will find He gives you
what you need when you need it, maybe not ahead of time. Our
JLYLQJ *RG NQRZV ZKDW·V JRing on and has planned to give us
ZKDW·VUHTXLUHGDWWKH ULJKWPRPHQW :KHQ3DXODVNHG*RGWRUe-
PRYHDKDUGVLWXDWLRQ*RGGLGQ·WGRLWEXW+HZDVWROG
My grace is enough for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.
2 Corinthians 12:9 NET
*RG·VQRWMXVWVD\LQJ´,W·VHQRXJKWKDW,IRUJDYH\RXRI\RXU
VLQVµ WKRXJK WKHUH·V VRPH WUXWK WR WKDW 3DXO LV SURPLVHG WKDW Dl-
though He is weak, the power of God will be given to Him to
sustain Him. The promise is the same for us. Do you feel weak and
unable tR GHDO ZLWK ZKDW·V JRLQJ RQ" *RRG <RX·UH VHHLQJ FOHDUO\
and God is waiting to be the one to give you power. Learn to pray
´*RG,GRQ·WNQRZKRZWRGRWKLVRUGHDOZLWKWKLVEXW,·PJRLQJ
WRWUXVW\RXWRKHOSPHLQWKHZD\\RXNQRZLVEHVWµ
Because grace is un-earned favor, there will always be people
who twist it as an excuse to live in sin. They assume that because
God gives to the unworthy, He does not care how we live. These
people are still outside the grace of God. Paul says:
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For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all
people. It trains us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and
to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age.
Titus 2:11²12 NET
1RWLFH WKDW LW VD\V *RG·V JUDFH WUDLQV XV WR OLYH ULJKW 7KRVe
ZKR DUH FRQWHQW OLYLQJ LQ VLQ VKRZ WKDW WKH\ GR QRW KDYH *RG·V
JUDFH EHFDXVH WKH\·UH QRW EHLQJ WUDLQHG WR OLYH GLIIHUHQWO\ +Xm-
bling yourself and trusting the God of grace will begin to change
you.
The great giver has given us life, a beautiful world, forgive-
ness, the power to live and grow³and most importantly, Himself.
How wonderful that no matter how messed up we are, God prom-
ises the grace of forgiveness to all who will humble themselves and
trust Him. How wonderful to know we can live daily in the favor of
*RG :H KDYH D *RG ZKR ORYHV WR JLYH DQG +H·V VWURQJ HQRXJK
and wise enough to do it perfectly. May we learn to walk in depen-
dence on the God of grace, and may we become givers like Him.
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CHAPTER 15

God is Infinite
We have seen over and over again that the Lord is not like us,
and not like anything we know. Everything else has been thought
up, built, and sustained by Him. He brought the universe;; its laws,
time and space into existence. So as we describe things and talk
DERXWWKHPZH·UHXVHGWRGHfining them by their place in time and
space and their relationship to all the laws of the universe.
We could talk about an animal and how big it is, how much it
weighs, how smart it is, where it is located, how strong it is, how
fast it is, when it was born and how long it usually lives. These
sorts of facts are associated with everything, but this is creature-
talk. Every created thing has its limitations and boundaries in time
and space;; we are finite. But God, as always, is different. He is infi-
nite.
God cannot be measured since He is not material. God cannot
EHJLYHQDQDJHVLQFH+HKDVQREHJLQQLQJRUHQG*RG·VSUHVHQFH
LV QRW OLPLWHG EHFDXVH +H LV QRW FRQILQHG WR VSDFH *RG·V VWUHQJWK
FDQQRWEHFDOFXODWHGVLQFHWKHUH·VQRWKLQJ+HFDQ·WGR+LVZLVGRP
cannot be graded because He is the source of all wisdom. His level
of knowledge cannot be defined because there is absolutely nothing
+HGRHVQ·WNQRZ -RKQ,VD.LQJV3V5RP
16:27). Since He is the great cause of all creation, He is not re-
strained by any of these things that define our existence.
Nothing made God or supplies Him with anything, so nothing
DERXW+LPFDQEHWDNHQDQGQRWKLQJFDQEHDGGHG+HGRHVQ·WKDYH
a certain amount of any attribute because His attributes are not ex-
ternal things that He possesses, but things that He is. No one built
God with the concept of love or gave Him a certain amount of it;;
He is the very source of love. Holiness is not something He got or
JUHZ LQWR LW·V ZKDW +H·V DOZD\V EHHQ $OO WKDW He is has no limit.
He is the limitless divine.
,W·V TXLWH QDWXUDO WKDW ZH ILQG WKLV GLIILFXOW IRU XV WR JUDVS RU
talk about. Human languages are used to talking about finite things
humans can investigate, measure and define. But you cannot fully
define the one who is the builder of all of your reference points and
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who is referenced by nothing. We think as limited beings in a li-
mited universe and have no way of comprehending an infinite
God. He is a mystery that no mind is capable of getting and no lan-
guage is able to define.
3HRSOH XVH WKH ZRUGV ´LQILQLWHµ DQG ´OLPLWOHVVµ DERXW PDQ\
WKLQJVEXWLW·VDOZD\VDQH[DJJHUDWLRQ7KHUH DUHDORWRIGURSV LQ
the ocean, but if you were capable of counting them there would be
a limit. An atom bomb is extremely strong, but still has a measura-
ble amount of strength and no more. Everything has a limit and
ERXQGDU\H[FHSW*RG+HLVOLWHUDOO\WKHRQO\WKLQJWKHZRUG´LQIi-
QLWHµFDQDSSO\WR
We thank God that while our sin has enormously messed up
WKLVZRUOGWKHUH·VDOLPLWWRLWDQG*RG·VLQILQLWHJUDFHLVPRUH+H
says that our sin is enormous, but His grace is more enormous
(Rom. 5:20). The limitless resource of God is still greater than the
level of need and made a way of forgiveness for us.
Have you ever wondered how the death of Jesus is fair pay-
PHQWIRUDOOWKHVLQVRIWKHZRUOG"+RZFRXOGRQHPDQ·VGHDWKEHD
just payment for every sinner? The answer, of course, is that he
ZDVQ·WMXVWDPDQ,WZDVWKH6RQRIWKHLQILQLWH*RG$PDQLVPXFK
more valuable than a bug, and if one man died to save the lives of a
million bugs we would still wonder if the bugs were worth the cost.
The maker of the universe, the infinite Son of God has died to pay
our debts. No matter how many finite humans He died for, the
worth of all ouUOLYHVDQGDOORIFUHDWLRQZRXOGQ·WDGGXSWRHYHQD
percentage of His endless worth. The question then becomes not
´ZK\ ZDV +LV GHDWK HQRXJK"µ EXW ´ZK\ ZHUH ZH ZRUWK LW WR
+LP"µ 7KLV PD\ IRrever stay a mystery to us, but we can praise
God for eternity thDWLW·VWUXH
There is never too high a price to be paid to honor our Infinite
Savior. He is worthy of the highest praise and sacrifice we can give.
And to be called the friend of a God like this is worth the loss of
anything and everything else. To have the Great Infinite Spirit as
our companion is the highest privilege any man can have.
Our infinite God is the only thing that will forever captivate
RXU KHDUWV :H ZLOO QHYHU IHHO DV WKRXJK ZH·YH IXOO\ JRWWHQ +LP
because it will be impossible to do. We will never become bored of
Him or have Him figured out. There will always be more of God;;
He is the bottomless mystery. We may wonder someday at the epic
85

  

creatures that serve Him in heaven, but they will still only be finite
creatures. And with all their greatness, we will witness them en-
dlessly stunned by the holy, infinite God.
You will never be explained, a mystery untamed
Infinite God
:HFDQQRWFDOFXODWH\RXUHQGOHVVJORU\·VZHLJKW
Infinite God
There is no boundary to frame you
There is no language to name you
7KHPHDVXUHPHQWVIDLOQRZDQGQXPEHUVFDQ·WVSHDN
Of our infinite God
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CHAPTER 16

Conclusion
As we have gone one-by-RQH WKURXJK RXU PDNHU·V DWWULEXWHV
you may have noticed that almost everything about Him confronts
us at some point. God is mankind·VELJJHVWFULVLVEHFDXVHKXPDQLW\
is out of proper relationship to Him. You may have also noticed
that every attribute points us to the gospel of Jesus. The life, death
and resurrection of Jesus are aimed at curing the problem. God is
our greatest crisis and has offered our only cure. The question left
for every man and woman now is: will we take the cure and to
what extent?
Magnets are either drawn toward each other or repelled from
each other based on which way they are facing. And so it is with
God. The heart that refuses His forgiveness and refuses to let Him
be in charge will be pushed away from God. But those who will
turn to trust in the work of Jesus and let Him be their ruler will be
pulled like a magnet into attachment with God. Jesus has done the
work, but who will turn back to proper relationship with Him?
A life with God can be started in one moment, but it is culti-
vated through a lifetime day by day. Why do we see some
Christians full of joy and peace and passion while others have very
little evidence of spiritual life? The answer for some is that although
they call themselves Christians they have never truly become child-
UHQ RI *RG )RU RWKHUV WKH DQVZHU LV WKDW WKH\·UH QRW EHLQJ
WUDQVIRUPHGPXFKLQWRQHZFUHDWXUHVEHFDXVHWKH\·UHQRWUHQHZLQJ
their mind (Rom. 12:2). With one initial decision, a person can de-
cide to turn from their old life to trust and follow Christ, but it is
only the beginning of a journey. We must learn to think about God,
HYHU\WKLQJDQGRXUVHOYHVWKHZD\ZH·UHVXSSRVHGWR
,·PKRSLQJ\RX·YHKDGDWDVWHRIKRZPDQ\WKLQJVDUHEURXJKW
LQWRWKHOLJKWZKHQ\RX·UHIRFXVHGRQWKHWUXH*RG:HUHPHPEHU
how small and dependent we are. We remember how amazing and
wonderful He is. We see what in our character needs to become like
His. We remember why He can and should be trusted. We are
brought to a higher respect and gratefulness for who He is and
what the gospel has done for us. We need Him to be at the forefront
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of our minds every day. We have to be reminded of these things
over and over. A month from now and a year from now you will
have a whole different set of circumstances and these truths might
not be fresh in your thoughts.
,W·VLPSUHVVLYHWRWKLQNKRZZHOODGYHUWLVLQJZRUNV7KHEXVi-
ness-world has learned that if you put infoUPDWLRQ LQWR SHRSOH·V
minds enough, they will act on it. What you think about will drive
your desires, and your desires will drive your actions. It is crucial,
then, that what we feed our minds corresponds to reality. Then we
desire the right things and are more prone to take the right actions.
Since God is the creator of our reality, the sustainer of our reality,
the helper of our lives and the judge of how we live, we must keep
Him at the center of our attention. We must set our minds on things
above, not on things on the earth (Col. 3:2). Since it was the invisi-
ble God who made all the visible world (Heb. 11:3), there is much
more to reality than our eyes can see and it must be focused on.
How can we keep God at the forefront of our thinking?
The Scriptures. The world thinks about life from a god-less
perspective, the Bible talks about things as they really are, with God
in mind. The Scriptures tell us what He is like, what He has done in
the past, what He desires in our lives, what He thinks about things
DQGVRPHRIZKDW·VWRFRPH:HQHHGWREHLQIRUPHGDQGUHPLQGHG
constantO\ RI DOO RI WKHVH WKLQJV VR ZH GRQ·W EHOLHYH WKH ILFWLWLRXV
SHUVSHFWLYH RI WKH ZRUOG DURXQG XV ,·P RIWHQ DPD]HG KRZ PDQ\
ZURQJ WKLQJV ,·YH EHHQ WROG LQ FKXUFKHV RU HYHQ WKRXJKW DQG
taught myself) because I listened to men more than the Scriptures.
Let the Bible be part of your daily life and wrestle out what it really
means, not just what you want it to mean. Being saturated in the
Bible will keep your perspective adjusted to the reality of God.
Prayer. Trying to interact with God without studying the Bible
LVIRROLVKEHFDXVH\RXRIWHQWKLQNZURQJO\DERXW ZKR\RX·UHLQWe-
racting with. But reading the Scriptures and not praying is to never
LQWHUDFWZLWKWKHWUXH*RG\RX·UHOHDUQLQJDEout. Learn to develop a
deep prayer life--few do these days. Make time to get alone often
and talk to your Heavenly Father, not about what you think you
VKRXOG WDON DERXW EXW DERXW ZKDWHYHU·V RQ \RXU PLQG +RQHVWO\
VSHDNWR*RGDERXWZKDW·VJRLQJRQLQ\RXUOLIHZKDW\RX·UHWKLQk-
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LQJ DERXW ZKDW \RX·UH FRQIXVHG DERXW DQG ZKDW \RXU QHHGV DUH
Thank Him for all things, give Him honor and respect as your mak-
er, sustainer, and savior. Ask for His help in being transfomed and
doing His will. The best way to learn to pray is just to get alone and
learn to be honest with Him. Those who have seen God do the
JUHDWHVWWKLQJVKDYHEHHQWKRVHZKR·YHEHFRPHDGGLFWHGWRVSHQd-
ing time with Him.
Fellowship. We all know we tend to be greatly shaped by the
SHRSOH ZH·UH UHJularly around, so this should not be a surprise to
us. The Christian life is meant to grow and thrive in a community
of people who are striving to live in the truth and leadership of Je-
sus. Ask God to help you find people who have a healthy fear of
Him, who are hungry to know Him, obey Him, and study the
Scriptures. Seek God with them, serve them and learn from them. If
all you can find is a few devoted Christians, be with them and pray
*RG GUDZV PRUH ,W·V EHWWHU WR EH ZLWK D VPDOO QXPEHU RI UHDO Ee-
lievers WKDQ D ODUJH QXPEHU RI ´PD\EH-EHOLHYHUVµ RU ´PDNH-
EHOLHYHUVµ,I\RXZDQWWRKHDUIURP*RGEHPRYHGE\*RGEHFDr-
ULHGE\*RGWKHQLWZLOOEH ZLWK+LVSHRSOH7KH\DUH-HVXV·ERG\
and so He will speak to you through them, move you through them
and carry \RXWKURXJKWKHP$QGWKH\·OOQHHG\RXWKHUHWRR
Obedience. If people are truly saved but not moving forward
ZLWK*RGLWLV XVXDOO\EHFDXVHWKH\·UHQRW REH\LQJ %HZDUHRIWKH
habit of reading the Bible and listening to good Bible teaching but
not makinJFKDQJHVLQ\RXUOLIH7KHQ\RX·UHMXVWOHDUQLQJLQIRUPa-
tion and missing the point of it. Many people are asking God to
speak to them and reveal things to them but they have not acted on
ZKDW +H·V DOUHDG\ VSRNHQ DQG UHYHDOHG -HVXV VDLG ZH VKRZ RXU
love by keeping His commands, and if we do, He will show himself
to us (John 14:21). The way to learning is the way of obedience. May
a church rise up in our generation that is just as good at obeying
*RGDVWKH\DUHDWWDONLQJDERXW+LP,IZHDUHQ·WEHLQJFKDQged by
+LV WUXWK WKHQ ZH VWLOO GRQ·W JHW LW 7KLQN DJDLQ DERXW WKH NLQG RI
*RGZH·UHWDONLQJDERXW
He is the great cause of everything we know. He is the reason
we are. He has no creator, no cause, no source. There was no begin-
ning to Him and there will never be an end to Him. There is
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nothing He needs and nothing He depends on. Five thousand years
ago He was just the same as today and will be no different 5,000
years in the future. He will never be changed. He knows absolutely
everything about everything, in every time and every place. He has
a perfect wisdom that always knows the best things to do and the
best way to do them. His presence is everywhere. There is nowhere
to hide from His presence and nowhere you can be taken from it.
There is nothing too hard for Him, the God of limitless power.
There is nothing to stop Him from carrying out His plans and no
one to threaten His rule. He is Holy, completely unique and com-
pletely perfect. He always does right. No one has been treated
unfairly by Him and no one ever will be. He burns with anger
against evil and will judge every thought and every action. He pu-
nishes the wicked. And yet He is good-willed and loving toward all
He has made. He supplies His enemies with good things and pains
Himself to invite them to be friends. He is slow to become angry
and patient³not wanting us to perish. He pities the hurting and
the needy and hears their cries. He is the great giver and delights to
give His children good gifts. He is limitless, bottomless and beyond
what any of His creatures in heaven and on earth can grasp. Some-
how one and three, Father, Spirit and Son. He is God.
The only right response to a God this great who has loved us
the way He has is to give absolutely all of ourselves to Him. He is
not someone you let into your life;; He is someone you build your
entire life around. He should be trusted more than anyone or any-
thing. He should be loved in such a way that every other love looks
pathetic by comparison. He should be honored for His greatness
and thanked for DOO ZH·UH FRQVWDQWO\ UHFHLYLQJ IURP +LP +H
should be obeyed and followed no matter what it may cost us. His
passions should become our passions, His plans should become our
plans, His words should become our words. His greatness and the
WKLQJV +H·V GRQH Vhould be spoken about, written about, sung
about, painted about, and proclaimed through every medium. His
words should be meditated on, memorized, studied, taught, and
obeyed. Intimacy with Him should be the privilege we dream about
and chase with all our heart. Loyalty should be given to Him re-
gardless of consequence. Every act of life should be done as a
thank-you and tribute to Him. We should crave every bit of His
character to become part of ours, so the world will see and be
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drawn to the beauty of His perfection. His name should be hon-
ored, His kingdom should be advanced, His will should be done.
We Christians have been forgiven. We have been called to be
the people who represent this God and the people who He lives
with. Let us give our lives and energy to knowing Him, loving
Him, and making Him known³the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit:
the One True God.
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES ON THE ATTRIBUTES TO GOD
(The author of course does not necessarily endorse everything
from these teachers or their material, but has found them beneficial
for growth on the subject of God.)
Books:
The Knowledge of the Holy -A. W. Tozer
The Attributes of God -Arthur W. Pink
Classic Sermons on the Attributes of God -Wiersbe
Concise Theology -J. I. Packer
Systematic Theology (volume 2) -Dr. Norman Geisler
Knowing God J. I. Packer
The One True God -Paul Washer
On Who is God -Mark Driscoll
Who is God? (Basic) -Francis Chan
The Existence and Attributes of God -Stephen Charnock
Let Me See Thy Glory -Bob Deffinbaugh
Audio Teaching:
Steve Gregg: (thenarrowpath.com + topical lectures + knowing
God)
William Lane Craig: (reasonablefaith.org + Media/Audio +
doctrine of God)
Tim Keller: (sermons2.redeemer.com + Who is God)
Various: (sermonindex.net + Audio Sermons/by topic +
attributes of God)
If this resource blessed you, please help spread the word about it.
Thanks!
To connect with Isaac online, visit thejustrace.com
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Open Up Our Eyes
C
G
D/F#
Give us thirst to find you Jesus
C
G
D/F#
Give us light to see you
C
D
Em C/B
We want to know you as you are
C
D
G
We want to know you as you are
C
G
D/F#
Open up our eyes, Open up our hearts to see
C
Em
D/F#
C
6KRZXVZKR\RXDUH6KRZXVZKDWZH·UHVXpposed to be
C
G
D/F#
Give us ears that hear you
C
G
D/F#
Give us hearts to trust you
C
D
Em C/B
We want to know you as you are
C
D
G
We want to know you as you are
C
D
Em
G
D/F# Em
Give us wisdom, we want to know you Father
C
D
Em
G
D/F# Em
Am D/F#
Your revelation, we want to know you deeper
Strong Enough (capo 7 for recorded key)
A/F# E
B
The universe hangs by a thread from your hand
A/F# E
B
Built with only words from your mouth
A
C#m B
You must be something so amazing
A
C#m
B
We must be fools to ever fear
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E
E/G#
You are strong enough
A
To follow thrRXJKZLWKHYHU\WKLQJ\RX·YHSURmised me
E
E/G#
You are strong enough
A
To rescue me from any kind of enemy
A/F# B/G#
A
B
,IRXU*RGLVIRUXVWKDQZKR·OOEHDJDLQVWXV"
A/F# B/G#
A
B
You are strong enough
<RXUHQHPLHVZLOOILQGWKHUH·VQRKRSH
To challenge strength divine ²the endless force of God
7KHUH·VQRGHIHQVHIURP<RX
7KHUH·VQRWKLQJ<RXFDQ·WGR
A
C#m

B

You will give us strength through the fray
You will carry us all the way
You will give us life past the grave
You will wipe our tear-drops away
Never changed
C
G
D
Where can we find a place to stand?
Em
C
The world and all its people, shift like the sand
C
G
D
You are the rock, our constant place
Em
C
Unmoved and permanent through all time and space
Em
C
G
$QGDOO\RXDUH<RX·YHDOZD\VEHHQ
D
G
$QGDOO\RXDUH<RX·OODOZD\VEH
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G Am
C
C Em D
Nothing can take what we have in you
G Am
C C
Em D
Nothing can break what we build on you
G
D
G/B
C
You have never changed, You will never change
Em
D
C
You have never changed my God
Your purpose fixed, your word is sure
The heart made sick with change, finds you the cure
<RX·OOQHYHUFKDQJHSHUIHFWLRQVKRZV
You cannot turn to less, and you cannot grow
Em D G/B
C
You are the rock, we will stand on you
You are the rock, we will hide in you
You are the rock, nothing moves you Lord
You are the rock, You are the rock
Infinite God
E
E/Eb
A
You will never be defined, the limitless divine
A/F#
Infinite God
C#m
E/Eb
A
You are there before the start and after all the ends
B
Infinite God
E
D
There is no boundary to frame You
A
B
There is no language to name You
C#m
B
A
7KHPHDVXUHPHQWVIDLOQRZDQGQXPEHUVFDQ·WVSHDN
B
Of our infinite God
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E
E/Eb
A
You will never be explained, a mystery untamed
A/F#
Infinite God
C#m
E/Eb
A
<RXZHFDQQRWFDOFXODWH\RXUHQGOHVVJORU\·VZHLJKW
B
Infinite God
A
B
Everlasting to Everlasting
A
B
An endless future, an endless past, He is from
A
B
Everlasting to Everlasting
A
B
An endless future, an endless past
A E B
He is the infinite God (x2)
You are the infinite God (x2)
Great I Am
(Capo 2 for recorded key)
G
C
Em
Every rock, every tree every mountain and sea
Bm
C
Owes you gratitude
G
C
Em
Every life when it began, every woman every man
Bm
C
Owes you gratitude
D
Bm C
%XWZKRGR\RXRZH«<RXKDYHQRVWDUWLQJOLQH
Am Bm
C
Always, you are
G
C
You are the great I AM!
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Am
Bm
C
We were made by the unmade God
G
C
You are the the great I AM!
Am
Bm
C
D
C-G-D
We were caused by the uncaused God, The great I AM
Every star the heavens hold, every galaxy untold
Owes you gratitude
(YHU\VXQDQGPRRQOLWVN\HYHU\EDE\·VQHZERUQFU\
Owes you gratitude
C
G
Em
D
Before we came to be, You are the Great I AM
C
G
Em
D
Before the earth and and sea, You are the Great I AM
C
G
Em
D
Before the stars would shine, You are the Great I AM
Am
Bm
C
Before you started time,
This Love
F
Am
G
I searched my mind wondering why you love the way you do
F
Am
G
%XW,FDQ·WILQGDPRWLYHIRUWKHWKLQJVWKDW,KDYHVHHQLQ\RX
C/E
F
Where does it come from, where does it grow
C
C/B
F-Am-G
The love that needs no reason, the love that you have shown to me
F
Am
G
You thought me into existence
F
C
C/E
You sought me with loving persistence
F
Am
G
F
You bought me and purchased forgiveness with your own blood
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Am
G
What is this love?
0\VPDOOPLQGFRXOGQ·WILQGWKHSODFHZKHUH\RXUORYHJUHw
But I was blind and failed to see that very place was you
Dm
Em
When we were still your enemies, You took up our infirmities
F
G
And innocent you died that day to pay the price we should have
paid
Am
C
,·PDPD]HGWRSRQGHUKRZ\RXUH\HVFDQVHHPHEODPHOHVVQRZ
F
Am
The God who dRHVQ·WQHHGDWKLQJKDVFUXVKHG+LV6RQDQG
G
F-Am-G
offered me new life
F
G
<RX·UHZKHUHLWFRPHVIURP<RX·UHZKHUHLWJURZV
F
G
The love that needs no reason, the love that you have show to me
Dm-Em-F-G Am-C-F-G-F
You Know Everything
C
Em
D/F# G
The darkest corners of the universe
C
Em D/F#
G
The deepest secrets of every man
C
Em
D C
Em
D
You know everything. You see everything
You count the teardrops nobody sees
You hear the prayers of our silent screams.
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C
Em
D C
Em
D
You know everything. You see everything.
Before You suffered to keep me around
<RXNQHZ,·GIDLO<RXDQGOHW<RXGRZQ
C
Em
D
C
Em D
You knew everything in me. And still gave everything for me.
CMaj7 - D6add4add9 - Bm11#5 ² Am9 (for the rest of song)
What kind of love is this? Choosing a messed up friend like me.
What kind of love is this? Knowing my faults and still You wanted
me.
CMaj7
D6add4add9
Bm11#5
Am9
E|------0-------------------0--------------------0----------------0--------------
B|------0-------------------0--------------------0----------------0--------------
G| -----0-------------------0--------------------0----------------0--------------
D| -----9-------------------0--------------------7----------------5--------------
A| -----7-------------------9--------------------5----------------3--------------
E|------8-------------------10-------------------7----------------5--------------
Our Maker Three in One
(capo 3 for recorded key)
A
E
C#m
B
You are more than our minds can hold
A
E
C#m
B
You are more than our songs have told
A/F#
E
B
<RXDUHZKDW\RXDUHDQGZHGRQ·WNQRZKRZ
A/F#
E
C#m
B
You are what you are so we worship you now

E
A
A/F#
Our Maker Three in One

B
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A
C#m
B
You are the Father, Spirit, Son
E
A
A/F#
2XU0DNHU·VP\VWHU\

B

A C#m
B
Undivided, One in three

<RX·UHD*RGZH·GKDYHQHYHUJXHVVHG
Far beyond what our words express
C#m
E
A
Our thoughts are too small
To apprehend You
C#m
E
A
And our minds are too weak
B
To comprehend You
Who Can Compare?
(capo 3 for recorded key)
G
Am
You drew the lines of where the sea would meet the shore
F
The sky would meet the floor
D
Who can compare?
G
Am
You showed the sun just when to pass the time to night
F
And when to come back bright
D
Em Bm7 C#
Who can compare?
G
Em
Needer of nothing and giver of all
100

C
Every living thing survives
D
By the strength Your boundless love supplies
G
Em
Lord of power beyond compare
C
The universe sits in Your hands
D
And eternity is where you stand
You tell the rain clouds when to hold and when to bleed
To satisfy our need
Who can compare?
You made the countless stars and set them into place
To fill the void of space
Who can compare?
G G/B C
Oh
Who Can Compare to You?
Em D/F# C
Oh
You are the Holy God
The Wisdom of God
A
E
A
B/G#
You plan the perfect ends, You use the perfect means
A
E
B
You hold the perfect truth and wisdom for all things
A
E
A
B/G#
You only You are wise, You see with flawless eyes
A
E
B
You choose with loving care and wisdom for all things
C#m
E/Eb
A
You, only you are wise
E
C#m-E/Eb-B
If we cannot hear the answer
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E
C#m-E/Eb-B
If we cannot see the way
A
B
C#m
E/Eb
E
We choose trust you, and your choice of wisdom Father
A
B
E
(C#m after 2nd Chorus)
There will be no better way
A
E
A
B/G#
You see the outcome now, You know the best way how
A
E
B
<RX·YHEXLOWDIDXOWOHVVSODQZLWKZLVGRPIRUDOOWKLQJV
A
E
A
B/G#
You give your people rest, through every trial and test
A
E
B
You hold the love and power and wisdom for all things
A
B
Your ways are high above
High above, we trust the wisdom of God
Your ways are perfect love
Perfect love, we trust the wisdom of God
A
B
E
A/F#
7KHUHLVQREHWWHUZD\WKDQWKHZD\\RX·YHFKRVHQ
Because of You
(capo 3 for recorded key)
C#m
E
A
Because of Your mercy, I will show Your mercy too
C#m
E
A
Because You are graceful, I have all I need in You
C#m
E
A
Because of Your knowledge, let my secret parts be true
C#m
E
B
Riff (see below)
Because of Your wisdom, I will trust alone in You
Because You are holy, I will tremble at your name
%HFDXVHRI<RXUMXVWLFH,·ll leave sin and preach the same
%HFDXVHRI<RXUSRZHUWKHUH·VQRULYDOWR<RXUWKURQH
%HFDXVH<RX·UHHYHU\ZKHUH,ZLOOQHYHUEHDORQH
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A
B
B/G# A
Help us remember the God that You are
A
B
B/G# A
Help us remember Your Son and His scars
A/F#
B/G#
A
B
Teach us to fear You and we will walk in Your ways
A/F#
B/G#
A
B
Teach us to love you, teach us to number our days
A
B
C#m-E-B
7KH\·UHDOOIRU<RX:HDUHEHFDXVHRI<RX
%HFDXVH<RXDUHORYLQJZH·YHD)DWKHU·VFDUHIURP<RX
Because You are HQGOHVVZH·OOKDYHDOZD\VPRUHRI<RX
%HFDXVH\RX·UHXQFKDQJLQJZHFDQEXLOGRXUOLYHVRQ<RX
Because you are faithful, all Your promises come true
A
B B/G#
A
:HDUHFRPLQJEDFNWRWKHZD\LW·VVXSSRVHGWo be
We are coming back to a life of dependency
We are coming back to the joy of knowing You
We are coming back, would You come and make us new
RIFF CHORDS DGMXVWXSLIFDSR·G
E|----0-----0-----0----0-----0----0----0
B|----0-----0-----0----0-----0----0----0
G|----9----13----6----11----9----4----6
D|----x----x------x----x-----x----x----x
A|----7----11----4-----9----7-----2---4
E|-----9----0-----5----11----9----4----5
You are Good
C#m
E/Eb
E
A
,VHHWKHFORXGVWDNHDGULQNIURPWKHRFHDQ·VFRRODQGGHHS
C#m
E/Eb
E
A
And like a train through the sky, carry water to the dry
Eb/E
A
B E
All of it sings out -You are good
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All the world, painted through, wears the colors that you choose
From the grass, to the skies, and the shining in our eyes
All of it sings out -You are good
A
A/F#m C#m B
All of creation sings a song ²You are good
A
A/F#m C#m B
And all Your children sing along ²You are good
A
E
How could we hope
C#m
B
A
if You were something different than You are?
B
E
But You are good
,QWKHNLQJGRPVRIPHQZKHUH<RX·UHPRFNHGLJQRUHGDQG
banned
Still sun and rain now You give, so Your enemies can live
All of it sings out, You are good
C#m
E/Eb
E
A
We were fools, bit the hand that feeds life to every man
C#m
E/Eb
E
A
6WLOO<RXVDLG¶FRPHUHWXUQ·-took the guilt our sins had earned
A/F#
C#m-B
)RUHYHU,·OOVLQJRXW-You are good
A/F#
C#m-B
Let all the world take note and see ²You are good
Let all the world come now and sing ²You are good
Let all the church reflect Your theme ²You are good
Let all the world proclaim You King ²You are good
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