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Clifford Primary School  
 

Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Scourfield 

Chair of Governors: Mrs K Thomas 

 

Morning sessions are 9 a.m. ï 12 p.m. 

Afternoon sessions are 1 p.m. - 3.15 p.m. 

 

Clifford Primary School is situated in the beautiful rural corner of Herefordshire, at the end of the 

Golden Valley, 3 miles from Hay-on-Wye and close to the Black Mountains. Our small village 

Primary School caters for the needs of children between the ages of four and eleven years 

providing a wide and varied curriculum which makes the most of our wonderful site and our local 

environment. Most of our pupils live within Herefordshire, with our catchment area extending 

from Cusop to Moccas, a distance of some eleven miles, but we also attract pupils from Powys. 

We also work very closely with our local schools as part of the Golden Valley Collaboration.  

 

Clifford Primary School is a friendly, caring, innovative and well-resourced educational 

environment, where you are sure of a warm welcome from our dedicated team who aim to create 

a feeling of family.  

 

Choosing a school for your child is one of the most important decisions that you will make. We 

hope that you will find the information in this prospectus helpful, but if there is anything else you 

wish to know, please contact the school. Visits to the school are most welcome. 
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Aims of Clifford Primary School  
 

The schoolôs overarching aim is to encourage and nourish pupilsô intellectual, creative, spiritual 

and physical achievements in order that every child reaches their full potential. 

 

Staff work alongside pupils, parents and governors to achieve and create a:  

* welcoming, happy, exciting and purposeful place in which to learn;  

* provide a broad and balanced curriculum that aims to develop the whole child;  

* creates a stimulating and informative learning environment with equal opportunities for 

all;  

* celebrate everyoneôs successes and achievements;  

* provides a safe and secure environment where care and respect is nurtured  

* Positive role models.  

* Mental and physical health are developed 

* Self-motivation with the ability to work collaboratively  

* Readiness for their next stage in their lives, both at home and school 

 

The School Environment  
 

The school comprises of five main teaching spaces and a well-equipped library. The Early Years 

Foundation Stage have their own outdoor space with a mud kitchen, tower and slide, playhouse 

and colourful playground markings, as well as their own purpose built toilet block. There are 3 

other classrooms and an arts room.  

 

The school has a large sports field with separate hard and grassed areas. Adjacent to the main 

playground is an extensive adventure play area.  

 

In addition there is a beautiful outdoor classroom purchased by the PTFA. This leads on to a quiet 

area where trees have been planted and oak benches incorporated within the surroundings. 

Beyond this lies the vegetable garden. We are also fortunate to have a Forest School site at Croft 

Woods within walking distance of the school.  
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Clifford Community Centre is jointly owned by our school and the Parish of Clifford. Our school 

has use of the main hall and the kitchen facilities from 8 am until 4.30 p.m. The Community has 

the use of these facilities at all other times.  

 

Admissions and Transfer of Children and Pre-School Visits 
 

A child can start -  

In the Autumn Term of 2018 if 5 between 1st September 2018 and 31st August 2019 inclusive.  

 

The closing date for parental applications in the school year 2018/2019 will be January 2018. 

Children who will be starting in Autumn 2018 will be invited up to three sessions during the 

Summer Term 2018 in order to aid their transition from the pre-schools to our school. We work 

closely and collaboratively with our feeder pre-schools, particularly Whitney Crocs and Busy 

Bees, the onsite nursery, so that the children coming in to our school feel comfortable and 

supported from their very first visit, and in order that we can all provide the best basis for their 

education.  

 

Allocation of places in primary and high schools  
 

Although the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 gives parents the right to express 

preferences for their child to be admitted to any school maintained from public funds, there are 4 

reasons why one of more of their 3 preferences might have to be refused:  

 

i. the school(s) might be oversubscribed;  

ii. the classes for infants (ages 4-7) in primary schools have reached the legal limit of 30 

pupils;  

iii.  the child does not meet the requirements of the admissions policy or subsequently fails to 

do so;  

iv. information provided by the parents (including information about addresses) is found to 

be fraudulent or intentionally misleading (such information may also be grounds for 

withdrawal of any place that has been allocated, even after the child has started at the 

school).  

 

What happens if the school is oversubscribed?  
 

When there are more applications than places, in a community or voluntary controlled school, 

children are admitted on the basis of the published policy listed in the following order of priority:   

 
i) Pupils with a Statement of special education need which names the school.  

ii)  Pupils in the ólooked afterô system where the approved agencies agree that the 

preferred school meets the childôs social, pastoral and educational needs.  

iii)  Pupils whose principal home address is within the catchment area of the school. 

iv) Pupils who have a brother or sister at the preferred school not only at the time of 

application but also when the younger child is due to start.  

v) Pupils with exceptional medical, social or compassionate grounds for admission and 

whose parents can show that entry to a particular school is necessary for the well- 

being of their child. Parents are required to produce a medical certificate or other 

appropriate information preferably from an independent source. Applications on such 

grounds will not be considered by the Director of Childrenôs Services or his advisory 

panel unless this supporting information is attached to your application from when 

you apply.  

vi) Pupils who live nearest to the school by the shortest available walking route.  
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More information is available in the Herefordshire Councilôs Information for Parents Booklet 

óAdmissions and Transfers to Schoolsô.  

 

Children who reside in our catchment area usually transfer to either Fairfield High School, 

Kingstone High School or Gwynyfed High School, depending on where they live. If you have 

any queries about admissions please contact the Admissions Department at Childrenôs Services 

on 01432 260900  

 

 

Arrangements for prospective parental visits  
 

We are always proud to show prospective parents and visitors around our school. If you would 

like to arrange a visit, please contact the Headteacher and we would be pleased to arrange this.  

 

 

The School Day  
At 8.45 am there will be members of staff on duty, children should not arrive before 8.45. When 

the bell rings at 9am children walk into the school in an orderly way, place their coats and bags in 

their pigeon holes and go into their classroom. Staff are available to help with younger childrenôs 

clothing. Once the Reception Year children are used to the routine we do ask you to say goodbye 

to your child in the playground to prevent congestion and accidents in the cloakroom. If you need 

to speak with your childôs class teacher, we ask that you make an appointment for the end of the 

day unless it is of an urgent nature when you are asked to leave a message with the school 

secretary.  

 

The timings of the day are as follows;  

9.00 - 9.10am Registration  

9.10 - 10.45am Lessons  

10.45 ï 11.00am Morning break  

11.00am ï 12pm Lessons  

12 ï 1pm Lunch  

1 ï 3.15pm Lessons  

2.15 ï 2.30pm EYFS and KS1 afternoon break  

 

The children are grouped as follows;  

Pear Tree Class ï Reception Year  

Willow Tree Class ï Years 1 and 2  

Cherry Tree Class ï Years 3 and 4  

Silver Birch Class ï Years 5 and 6  

 

Staff will accompany the children to the playground at the end of each school day to supervise the 

collection of children and the school buses. We are trialling a staggered pick up to avoid 

congestion in the carpark. 

3.10pm Reception children. 

3.15pm Years 1 and 2 and siblings 

3.20pm Years 3 ï 6.  

If normal collection arrangements for your child(ren) have been changed in any way, please 

inform the school. Lateness in arrival and collection can be distressing for children. We ask you 

therefore to ensure that your child is at school on time and collected promptly at the end of the 

day.  
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After school activities  
 

Our After School Club is available from 3.15-5.30pm on Mondays and Tuesdays. We also run a 

range of other clubs which vary each half term. These range from choir, sports, art, chess, film 

and many others. A list will go out to parents at the end of each half term stating the clubs for the 

following half term. 

 

There are always opportunities for parents and members of the community to be involved in 

running and helping at clubs, so if you would like to help in any way, please do contact the 

school.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

School Meals.  
 

In order to provide the best possible food for our children, the Governors and the Clifford School 

Food Committee have contracted a local caterer to provide cooked meals five days a week. There 

is a varied menu available, which includes option for vegetarians, and each meal is in line with 

the Government guidelines for the provision of food in schools. From September 2014 all Infants 

are entitled to free school meals. If your child is in Year R-6 and you believe that you are eligible 

for free-school meals, please contact the school secretary and we would be happy to help you 

look into this provision.  

 

Staff  
 

A full list of names of all staff can be found at the end of this document. We are all here to do the 

best we can for your child. Normally if you have any concerns you should contact your childôs 

class teacher, as she is the first point of contact and the person who knows your child best, but 

you can always see the Headteacher by making a prior appointment. The Headteacher is not 

always available to see parents without an appointment  
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Attendance  
 

Registers are closed at 9.10am and 1:10pm. Children who arrive after these times are deemed 

late. Therefore they will be recorded as late but with authorisation. Children who arrive over half 

an hour late will be marked with an unauthorised absence mark.  

 
Attendance is monitored by the headteacher. If lateness persists The Educational Welfare Officer 

may contact parents. All late children must report to the office to register their arrival. Every 

effort is made to avoid the formal procedures because it is distressing for all concerned.  

 

It is very important that children attend school regularly to achieve continuity in the learning 

process. However we realise there are occasions when your child may need to be absent due to 

illness or medical appointments. There is a need to keep the school informed about your childôs 

absence and a decision is made as to whether the absence is óunauthorisedô according to the 

legislation and guidance set by the Department for Education.  

 

All unexplained absences will be queried by means of a letter from the headteacher and the 

response will clarify the situation or could reveal miscommunication. If the absence remains 

unexplained then the reason for absence is logged as óunauthorisedô in the register.  

 

The school should be notified of any infectious or contagious illness and the child should not 

return to school until the doctor has given consent for him/her to do so. Any absence should be 

explained by a phone call on the first morning of absence.  

 

Holidays should be taken during school closures. The school sets targets for attendance. Good 

attendance is celebrated at the end of each term, all children with 100% attendance receive a 

certificate. Children with 100% attendance for the year receive a small prize.  

  

Health, Safety and Welfare  
 

Accident procedures  
Despite every effort, care and concern, it is possible that your child may become ill whilst at 

school or have an accident. Minor accidents and illnesses are dealt with in the school, the incident 

recorded and the child checked by a qualified First Aider.  

 

We can administer water or ice pack only. An injury requiring further treatment requires 

immediate consultation with you. For more serious injuries/incidents emergency accident 

procedures are set into operation. Therefore it is important that the school has up to date 

information with regard to your contact point  

 

We have a number of First Aiders and specialist Paediatric First Aiders.  

 

Medications  
Staff are only allowed to administer medicine to children in exceptional circumstances. Parents 

are welcome to come into school at lunchtime to administer a dose, via the office.  

 

Children who have asthma keep their inhalers in the medical box in the staff room. Inhalers need 

to be clearly marked with the childôs name.  

 

Children on other long term, regular medication will need to have a special arrangement made to 

meet their individual need. If there are medical circumstances which affect your child please 

discuss these with the class teacher and/or the headteacher as soon as possible. Medical 
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information which is requested when your child enters school is very important and should be 

completed in as much detail as possible.  

 

Fire drills  
These are carried out on a termly basis in order that all children and adults using  

Clifford School site are familiar with emergency evacuation procedures. Fire alarms and exit 

signs are tested each week.  

 

Child protection  
Clifford primary school fully recognises the contribution it can make to protect children and 

support pupils in school. Our Safeguarding and child protection policy clearly sets out how we 

will safeguard and promote pupilsô welfare, safety and health by fostering an honest, open, caring 

and supportive climate. There is a named person in our school who is the nominated child 

protection officer. We require all adults employed in school and all adults working voluntarily in 

the school to have their application vetted through the disclosure procedures in order to ensure 

there is no evidence of offences involving children or abuse. The pupilsô welfare is of paramount 

importance.  

 

Behaviour  
We encourage a code of conduct in school, which shows consideration for others, and an 

awareness of good manners. This includes, for example, walking about the school in an orderly 

fashion having respect for property and an ability to play in a sensible manner during playtime. 

Staff have a positive attitude to behaviour management within school.   

 

The staff and children have discussed and created positive behaviour policy for our school in 

order to set the standards for the behaviour that we all expect. We work in an extremely 

collaborative way with the children.  The School Parliament meet once a month to discuss many 

issues, including behaviour and rewards. 

  

 

Healthy school 
Clifford is accredited as a Healthy School and so we encourage children to eat a healthy snack 

at playtime. Children in KS1 are provided with a piece of fruit. Reception children under 5 are 

given a milk drink other children can pay for milk on a termly basis. 

 

Water and/ or milk is available at lunch time. Children are encouraged to drink water at 

regular intervals throughout the day. 

 

Pupil Premium 
If your family is in receipt of free school meals, you have a looked after child or service 

children then they will receive additional funding through the Pupil Premium (PP). Since 

September 2014 there have not been pupils in receipt of PP funding. 

 

PE Funding 
A detailed report on how we used the PE funding in 2016-2017 to enhance our pupilsô 

enjoyment and ability in PE and how we plan to use it in 2017-2018 may be found on the 

policies page of our school website. (www.cliffordprimary.com) 
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School Uniform 
 

The children may wear a uniform of, white polo shirts (with or without the school logo), royal 

blue pullover, sweater or cardigan, and grey or black skirt or trousers. Girls may wear 

gingham dresses with royal blue cardigan in the summer. Sweatshirts and T-shirts with our 

logo printed on them can be ordered directly from www.schooltrends.co.uk or from the school 

secretary. Identification of clothes is important, so please could you ensure that all of your 

child(ren)ôs clothing is clearly named in order that we can return it to them. Black sensible 

shoes with closed toes should be worn. 

 

PE Uniform 

Children are expected to wear green shorts and a yellow polo shirt (with or without the school 

logo) and trainers or PE pumps for physical education. When working outside children can 

wear plain black tracksuit trousers.  Please contact the school office if you wish to purchase 

the Clifford Primary School shorts and T-shirt or order directly from www.schooltrends.co.uk 

Additionally, children in KS2 can use football boots for outdoor games such as Football and 

Tag-Rugby.  When swimming, children must wear swimming costumes and have a swimming 

hat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policies  
 

To ensure consistency in the way we manage the school there are a range of policy 

documents. Governors have been consulted about the policies and are involved with teachers 

in their monitoring. Copies of policies are available for parents to view on our website or upon 

request from the school office.  
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Clifford Primary Schoolôs Curriculum  
 

What does our school curriculum set out to achieve?  

 

Clifford Primary Schoolôs overarching aim is to encourage and nourish pupilsô intellectual, 

creative, spiritual and physical achievements in order that every child reaches their full 

potential.  

 

To achieve the overall aim our school will endeavour to help each child to:  

 

¶ Understand the world in which they live, and the interdependence of individuals, 

groups and nations.  

 

¶ Develop lively, enquiring minds, the ability to question and argue rationally and to 

apply themselves to tasks and physical skills.  

 

¶ Use language and number effectively  

 

¶ Acquire a range of skills relevant for life, employment and leisure in a fast changing 

world.  

 

¶ Respect moral and religious values, and develop an understanding of different races, 

religions and ways of life.  

 

¶ Appreciate human achievements and aspirations.  

 

In achieving these aims we will endeavour to ensure the children of Clifford Primary School 

leave equipped with the necessary means of communication, self confidence, skills and values 

to proceed through secondary education and eventually take their place as young, responsible 

members of society.  

 

The curriculum is very carefully planned at Clifford Primary School for the Foundation Stage 

(4-5 year old), Key Stage 1 (5 ï 7 year old) and Key Stage 2 (7-11 year old) children. 

Examples of our long term plans are available on the school website.  

 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage  
 

At Clifford School we provide a separate Foundation Stage class to give the best possible start 

to our children in Reception.  

 

There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes 

in early years settings. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-

connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting childrenôs curiosity and enthusiasm 

for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. These three 

areas, the prime areas, are:  

 

× communication and language;  

 

× physical development; and  
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× personal, social and emotional development.  

 

We will also support children in four specific areas. The specific areas are:  

 

× literacy;  

 

× mathematics;  

 

× understanding the world; and  

 

× expressive arts and design.  

 

The children learn in a rich and exciting environment, both in and out of their class base. They 

experience through active involvement and interaction with the world around them, and are 

encouraged to develop their skills at their own pace, with encouragement from the staff 

working with them. There is an emphasis on Maths and English throughout the Foundation 

Stage. By the end of their time in Reception class the children will be ready for the National 

Curriculum requirements in Year 1.  

 

The Foundation Stage at Clifford is an exciting, active and involved time with a lot of fun, 

adventure and a vast amount of learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 1  
 

Throughout Key Stage 1 we aim to provide: -  

 

Å A rich, lively, stimulating and challenging environment.  

 

Å Varied, progressive and interactive activities which provide a wide range of experiences for 

all of the children.  

 



12 
 

Å We try to make the whole atmosphere of the school one of welcome and friendliness to 

parents and to this, the necessary sense of security will be developed so that the children will 

feel part of the surroundings. This atmosphere should help the children come to terms with 

their environment and provide the emotional stability for most learning to take place.  

 

Å In all activities, irrespective of varying levels of ability, every child should experience 

success so that confidence is nurtured, which should enable further efforts to be made and 

greater challenges met. This is ensured through our differentiated curriculum. 

  

Å It is important that every child, in Clifford Primary School, should be aware of his or her 

special identity. The qualities of every child should be developed. 

 

  
 

 

Key Stage 2  
 

There is no radical change in the approach in the Key Stage 2 education level. However, it is 

important that more specific objectives in terms of experience, skills and knowledge be 

presented in a more formulated, structured manner. Subjects are taught separately or as part of 

a theme. Due consideration is given to each subject in the curriculum to achieve breadth and 

balance over a period of time.  

 

 

Curriculum Weeks  
 

We involve the whole school in regular óCurriculum Weeksô enabling the children (and staff) 

to access a wide range of experiences, and to discover about different times, places and 

concepts. We have held an African Week, a Japanese Week, a óFolk Storyô Week, involving 

dance, drama and writing music, a Numeracy Week and a School History Week to celebrate 

our 170th Birthday, a Science Week, a Multi-Cultural Week, and a PE Week. These weeks 

have proved to be an exciting and active way of learning and experiencing education in its 

widest sense.  

 

 



13 
 

These photos are from a recent art week; 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework  
 

All pupils have their own reading record book and parents are encouraged to write comments 

in these books. As they get older pupils will also be expected to note their own homework. In 

all classes, homework will be set by each class teacher, along with a due date and clear 

instructions of the task to be completed. Homework is used to revise and reinforce an area of 

learning introduced during the weekôs lessons. Help can also be given in finding information 

for project work and, of course, nobody can ever know their tables too well!  

 

 

How the curriculum is organised  
 

English  
This includes speaking, listening, reading, writing, grammar, punctuation, spelling and 

handwriting.  

 

We aim to create as many situations as possible for each pupil to use their developing 

language skills. Right from the start children are encouraged to write, 'to have a go', and every 

piece of writing is valued. Their spelling skills are developed through daily fifteen minute 

whole school group Phonic and Spelling sessions. Reading is very important and our main 
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aim is to encourage children to read purposefully and with enjoyment, reading regularly and 

as much as possible. Each child has a reading record book and parents/guardians are 

encouraged to write positive comments when they hear their child/children read. We try to 

provide a wide selection of reading books at each stage, so that skills are established and 

fluent reading is encouraged.  

 

English unites the important skill of reading and writing. It also involves speaking and 

listening. Good oral work should enhance pupilsô understanding of language in both oral and 

written forms and of the way language can be used to communicate. It is also an important 

part of the process, through which pupils read and compose texts. Drama can be used 

effectively to reinforce learning. Particularly enjoyable for the children is the annual 

production in which the whole school participates with Year 6 pupils taking the main roles. 

 
Mathematics  
Our mathematics scheme of work provides opportunities for a wide variety of mathematical 

activities to be pursued using a range of mathematical apparatus. Mathematics involves 

knowing about numbers, algebra, measures, shape and space, handling data and being able to 

use and apply mathematical knowledge 

Each morning the children do Mental Maths, learning their number bonds and times tables. 

All children by the end of Year 4 need to know all their times tables. In each lesson children 

will have opportunities to use their fluency, reasoning and problem solving skills. 

 

Science  
In Science, our aim is to encourage pupils to observe living and inanimate things and to 

recognise that there are such things as patterns and order in the world we live in. We aim to 

encourage children to investigate, interpret evidence, analyse, solve scientific problems and to 

decide if something is a fair test in order to master basic scientific ideas.  

Some of our science work is carried out in our conservation area, and in our extensive school 

grounds or Forest School.  

 

 

Computing  
Our aims are to ensure that all children are given the opportunity to become confident in the 

use of technology and are aware of its possibilities. We encourage pupils to develop a wide 

range of information skills. Pupils should be able to use computing as a tool that can be used 

to support every area of the curriculum. They are taught to understand and apply the 

fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, logic, 

algorithms and data representation. All children from Year R to Year 6 have a dedicated 

computing lesson once a week, and access throughout the curriculum using our wirelessly- 

enabled laptops and iPads. Computing is used extremely effectively in the delivery of all 

lessons using the interactive whiteboards in all our classrooms, and the children are all 

encouraged to make the best use of the resources and peripheral equipment in all aspects of 

their learning. Pupils have supervised access to the Internet during the school day and have 

half a terms learning on e-safety. If they need to find information for themselves they are also 

allowed supervised use of the computers during break times and during the lunch hour.  
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Foundation subjects  
Where appropriate the foundation subjects are taught through topics using are range of skills 

to develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding of areas being studied.  

 

Humanities  

History and Geography  
History enables pupils to consider what life in the United Kingdom has been like from the 

Stone Age through to modern history. In addition pupils will study ancient non-European 

societies, considering in particular aspects of every day life i.e. homes, food, farming etc, and 

sources of archaeological evidence.  

 

To enhance learning pupils will have access to a range of resources including reference books, 

computer software, and dvds, and when possible will observe artefacts at school or during 

historical visits.  

 

The study of geography at Clifford involves pupils considering physical and human aspects of 

their localities and the wider world.  

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to study localities, both from within the United Kingdom and 

a developing country; weather; rivers; settlements; and the environment. In the study of these 

geographical areas pupils will also develop skills whilst using maps, atlases, instruments and 

IT.  

 

Art and Design Technology  
We have developed a Scheme of Work that actively encourages and enables the children to be 

able to develop both their artistic and their ómakingô skills. In Art all of the children are 

encouraged to express their ideas; feelings and experiences through art work in its many 

forms. A wide variety of materials and experiences are provided and opportunities to develop 

wide ranging skills.  

 

Throughout D.T. we encourage pupils to be inventive in design and to respond to 

opportunities to make or modify artefacts. Children are encouraged to use their knowledge, 

understanding and experience to devise methods or solutions, realise them practically, and 

evaluate the end results and decisions taken. Whilst in Clifford pupils have the opportunity to 

work with mouldable materials e.g. clay, card, food, mechanical components, construction 

materials, model kits, construction kits, fabrics and flexible materials etc. 

 

Arth, Design and Technology is carried out through all subject areas including work on 

colour, texture, form line, space, pattern and shape. 

 
Music  
Music is a large part of the life of our school. We aim to provide a variety of opportunities for 

children to respond readily to music and make music themselves. Children sing and are 

encouraged to experiment and make music with a wide variety of different instruments. 

During the present academic year pupils are having brass, piano, woodwind and guitar 

lessons. Additionally, we offer a choir, a recorder club and access to music throughout the 

curriculum through our ócurriculum weeksô, our weekly óSinging Assemblyô and through our 

musical productions. Clifford pupils have recorded a Christmas album and in July 2012 wrote 

their first Olympic themed musical. In March 2014 we held our first Eisteddfod, this has 

become an annual competition open to pupils from across the Golden Valley  
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Modern Foreign Languages  
Our children are taught Spanish in Reception, incidental French in Years1 and 2 and French 

Year2, 3 to 6 through songs, films, stories, newspaper, magazines, writing to penpals and role 

play. They are also encouraged to explore the language, culture and geography of a country. 

In addition to their lessons the children are given many opportunities to hear, see and use the 

languages through teacher instructions and simple requests.  

 

Physical Education  
We aim to provide a balanced programme of physical education including Games, 

gymnastics, athletics, dance, outdoor activities and swimming. We use Real PE to support our 

teaching and learning. 

As outlined earlier in the prospectus we have good outdoor facilities and our Community 

Centre, built within the school grounds.  

 

Our after-school sporting clubs will vary throughout the year, depending on demand and 

available staff. We play a variety of sports including football and netball competing in our 

own Golden Valley Pyramid competition, the Golden Valley Knock Out competition and our 

own annual tournaments. We try to arrange competitive matches with neighbouring schools 

and intra school competitions.  

We train our Year 6ôs to become young leaders. They provide games to the younger children 

at lunchtimes. 

 

Year 6 pupils attend a residential trip. Additionally, Years 3 and 4 go away on an overnight 

stay every other year. The children take part in a wide range of outdoor and adventure 

activities during these visits.  

 

Religious Education and Collective Worship  
We enable pupils to acquire a body of knowledge and depth of understanding about 

Christianity and other faiths to allow them to compare and contrast what religious and non- 

religious groups believe. We hope this educational foundation will help them to be more 

understanding of other people and the similarities and differences in their beliefs and 

practices.  Pupils are encouraged to question, debate and form their own opinions, values and 

attitudes so that in religious matters they are able to make informed judgements.  

 

Throughout the school Religious Education is taught as part of children's topic work and as a 

subject in its own right. Parents have the right to withdraw their child(ren) from religious 

education and collective worship. We meet for whole school assemblies or Key Stage 

assemblies every day. Our Friday assemblies are also our óPraising Assemblyô, where children 

are praised for outstanding work, attitude and behaviour throughout the week.  

 

Personal, Social, Health Education & Citizenship  
These are key aspects in the preparation of children for their lives now and as adults. It is 

hoped that the ethos of the school ï which emphasises a caring and considerate atmosphere ï 

develops respect for the individual, values achievements of everyone and encourages attitudes 

which enable children to make a positive contribution to, and live harmoniously with others in 

the community.  

 

At appropriate times, opportunities are provided for responding to the needs of others by 

supporting charities and appeals both local and international.  
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In Health education the aim is to provide opportunities for children to increase their 

understanding of what it means to keep healthy. Our school nurse often supports us in this 

area.  

 

Sex and relationship education is fundamental to the personal, social and emotional  

development of a child. It is a subject which needs to be handled sensitively, and one which 

requires openness and honesty where responses to childrenôs questions are concerned. Parents 

have the right to withdraw a child from Sex Education issues/lessons. It would be necessary to 

discuss this with the Headteacher.  

 

Global Awareness  
All children are encouraged to be aware of the wider world around them. This is done through 

studies of particular countries but also through links with other schools. The school currently 

has links with schools in Europe as well as links with schools in Nepal and Timbuktu. 

 
Forest School  
Clifford Primary School is in the unique position of having a Forest School site 15 minutes 

walk from the main school building. All classes visit the site for a óblockô (once a week for six 

weeks) at some point in the academic year, but may also visit the site for one off sessions at 

any time.  

 

The journey to Forest School is part of the whole experience. Whilst at the site the children 

work with a variety of tools and materials. No child is ever set up to fail and we have found 

these activities increase the childôs self-esteem. Activities include: jewellery making map 

sticks, cooking, bug hunting, camouflage games, treasure hunts and drawing. We value the 

help and support that parents give us with these visits and often ask that a parent accompany 

us on our journey, if you are able to assist us please mention this to class teachers. We have 

one Level 3 Forest School leader and two Level 2 Forest School leaders.  

 

Monitoring and Assessment  
Every childôs achievement at Clifford Primary School is monitored. All teachers keep records 

of each childôs achievements and appropriate samples of work are collected.  

Each term parents are invited to meet with class teachers to discuss the progress and interests 

of the child, both within and out of school.  

 

Children will be assessed on entry into school at the age of five, by the teacher against set 

criteria. Your childôs progress from this initial assessment will be monitored as she/he 

progresses through the school. If you are at all concerned about your childôs progress during 

the year the teachers will be pleased to make an appointment with you to discuss your 

concerns and if appropriate, plan specific targets together with you for your child.  

 

SEND  
Many children have a special educational need at some point during their school career and 

itôs important to recognise and address the need as soon as possible. Needs may be related to 

emotional difficulties, learning or behaviour. Children who are very able have special needs as 

well as those experiencing difficulties in other areas. 

 
All pupils are monitored individually by the class teachers and support staff. Where 

monitoring reveals a need immediate action is taken. The school has its own Special 

Educational Needs and Disability Policy based on the Code of Practice. Children for whom 

there is a concern are supported by the class teacher who consults with the school coordinator 

for SEND and wherever possible additional help from within the schoolôs staffing resources is 
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given. Parents are informed, consulted and involved at all stages of identification, monitoring 

and evaluating. If needs persist parents are consulted and permission sought for their child to 

be placed on the schoolôs SEND register. An annual SEND report is available on our website. 

 

Equal Opportunities.  
We are an equal opportunities school and do not permit any form of discrimination on the 

basis of sex, race, age or disability. Everyone who is involved in our school, or who visits our 

school is treated with respect.  

 

We are an accessible school operating within the guidelines of the Disability Discrimination 

Act 2010.  

 

If you would like to visit our school and have any specific needs, please contact us and we 

would be pleased to be of assistance in any way possible.  

 

How to help your child at school  
 

It is important that your child feels confident and happy about coming to school. The school 

wants an effective partnership with parents by valuing your help in the following ways:  

Å Coming to school on time both at the beginning and end of the day  

Å Getting to know your childôs teacher so that you can share in their achievements and 

concerns  

Å Making an appointment to talk about your child  

Å Attending all Parentsô Meetings/Curriculum workshops  

Å Reading at home with your child daily  

Å Reading and responding if necessary to all letters that your child brings home  

Å Keeping us informed of any changes to circumstances which may affect your child in school  

 

Research shows that effective partnership with parents is reflected in a more successful 

performance by children at school.  

 

We find tremendous value in volunteers helping in the school, however short a period of time. 

Help is needed to work alongside the class teachers in the following ways:  

Å To share books with children  

Å To assists with the computer  

Å To play maths and language games  

Å To work in the library 

Å To work in the school book fair  

Å To work with groups of children for sewing, cooking and crafts  

Å To accompany a group to Forest School and other trips and visits  

Å To assist with visits to the swimming pool  

Å To assist with supervision during cycle training  

Å To work with children in the school grounds and garden  

Å To support after school clubs  

 

Pre-school Education  
Information for parents of pre-school children. The process of Education starts well before 

your child(ren) enter school. There are lots of ways in which you can help your children to be 

ready for school. Here are some examples: -  

¶ Tell stories and ask questions about them.  

 

¶ Encourage independence, putting toys away, learning to dress themselves etc.  
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¶ Play games that encourage sorting and matching e.g. snap, dominoes, jigsaws etc.  

 

¶ Give your child as many rich experiences as you can, visiting people and places and 

talk to them about these experiences  

 

¶ Play with your child and give him/her the opportunity to play with other children 

whenever possible  

 

¶ Talk to and with your child frequently, listening and responding to his/her questions 

and comments. Explain and discuss what you are doing  

 

¶ Sing songs and sing/say nursery rhymes with your child  

 

¶ Enjoy books together - nurture a love and respect for books so that your child treats 

them well and enjoys listening to the stories, sharing the pictures and talking about the 

scenes and characters  

 

¶ Be a good role model as a writer. Let your child see you writing, for example, lists, 

notes and letters  

 

¶ Provide materials (pens, paint, paper, pencils, chalks, boards, sand) so that your child 

can 'play' at writing  

 

¶ Work with those who provide pre-school education for your child. This may be a 

private or school nursery or a child minder. Attend any meetings and interviews and 

ensure that you are fully aware as to what is being provided for your child so that you 

can support and develop them at home. 

 
Clifford Explorers  
The Clifford Parent and Toddler group is a small friendly group. All ages are welcome from 

mums and dads with small babies up to school age children. The group meets every 

Wednesday morning between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. at Clifford Community Centre.  

 

Nursery and Pre-School  
The Busy Bees Nursery and Pre-School is situated adjacent to our school. Their nursery opens 

at 8a.m. and closes at 6.p.m. For more information please contact Hayley; Tel 01497 831000.  

 

Whitney Crocodiles Pre-School is open Tuesday-Friday from 9am ï 3pm during term time 

only in Whitney-on-Wye village hall. Please contact Karen on 07814 094658 or visit their 

website www.whitneycrocodiles.co.uk for more information.  

 

Prior to your child starting school with us we arrange a number of pre-school visits so that the 

children have the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the school and meet pupils and 

staff. Our Reception class teacher also visits the children in their pre-school setting during the 

summer term.  
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School Transport  
 

If your child is attending their nearest school Herefordshire Local Authority will help your 

child with home to school transport if:  

ÅThey live over three miles from school (over two miles if they're under eight)  

ÅThey have free school meals and live over two miles from school  

ÅTheir route to school is less than three miles, but too dangerous to walk even when 

accompanied  

 

Herefordshire LA cannot help with transport if you choose to send your child to a school other 

than the nearest school. Transport is only available between the school and your home 

address: you cannot use this transport to take your child to a second address or childcare 

facilities.  

 

If you believe you qualify for free transport or you would like to apply for a seat under the 

Vacant Seat Payment Scheme please complete the application form for school travel 

assistance and return it to School and College Transport, PO Box 236, Plough Lane, Hereford 

HR4 0LE. Email schooltransport@herefordshire.gov.uk to request a copy of the application 

form.  

 

OFSTED  
 

Clifford School was inspected during the spring term of 2017 and was judged to be a good 

school with some excellent and outstanding features.  

 

For a copy of the Ofsted report please contact the school secretary, or download the report 

from www.ofsted.gov.uk   

 

The Golden Valley  
 

Clifford Primary School has links with Peterchurch, Longtown and Michaelchurch Escley 

Primary Schools and Fairfield High School. We work very closely together with Fairfield 

High School to ensure that transition is part of school life from Year R to Year 11, and in 

support of this regularly hold events together to ensure that all of the children have an 

opportunity to work and play together, and to get to know each other. We also have links with 

our other feeder High Schools in Kingstone and Gwynyfed, and sporting links with 

neighbouring schools in Wales.  

 

Clifford and Wellington Primary Schools Federation  
 

In September 2014 Clifford and Wellington Primary Schools federated.   Our schools share 

educational expertise, policies, planning and resources, including staff.  

 

 

How to resolve a problem  
 

This document, which is available for inspection in school, sets out the arrangements made by 

the Herefordshire Council, as the Local Authority (the LA), for consideration of complaints 

mailto:schooltransport@herefordshire.gov.uk
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
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about the curriculum and about collective worship under the terms of Section 23 of the 

Education Reform Act 1988.  

Formal Complaint to school-there are three levels through which complaints can pass if 

unresolved.  

 

Level 1  

1. Written letter from Complainant to the school  

2. Head investigates  

3. Head acknowledges receipt of letter in 3 school working days  

4. Head replies in 10 school working days.  

5. If Complainant is satisfied or drops the complaint ïNo further action  

 

Level 2  

1. Complaint made in writing to Chair of Governors by Complainant  

2. Chair investigates the complaint and informs the complainant in 10 school working days  

3. If Complainant satisfied-No Further action  

4. If Complainant is not satisfied-Complainant moves to Level 3  

 

Level 3  

1. Matter referred to School Governorôs Complaints Committee  

2. The Chair who has had a meeting with the Complainant will not be involved in this 

committee  

3. A formal Complaints Hearing will be arranged  

4. Full notes of this meeting will be made  

5. The Governors will make a decision, which will be communicated to the Complainant in a 

Decision letter. The letter will give the Governorsô decision and the reasons behind this 

decision.  

(This stage to take no more than 15 school working days)  

6. If the Complainant is satisfied-No further action  

7. If the Complainant is not satisfied-Complainant will be informed that their only further 

course of action will be to complain to the;  

a) Local Authority,  

b) Local Government Ombudsman,  

c)The Secretary of State for Education. 

 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile 

 
Pupils reaching a Good Level of Development (expected +) 

 
Early Learning Goal 2015 2016 2017 

Listening & Attention  88% 100% 100% 

Understanding  88% 100% 90.9% 

Speaking  94% 100% 100% 

Moving & Handling  100% 100% 100% 

Health & Safety  100% 100% 90.9% 

Self Confidence  100% 100% 90.9% 

Managing Feelings  94% 100% 100% 

Making Relations  100% 100% 100% 

Reading  94% 100% 100% 

Writing  69% 100% 100% 

Number  75% 100% 100% 

Shape, Space & Measure  94% 100% 100% 

People & Communities  88% 100% 100% 

The World  94% 100% 100% 
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NATIONAL CURRICULUM ASSESSMENTS  
 

2017 YEAR 1 PHONICS RESULTS 
 

This table shows the percentage of pupils at the end of Year 1 passing the Phonics test. The number of pupils at the end of 

Year 1: __7 _ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 KS1 SCHOOL RESULTS 
 

This table shows the percentage of eligible children at the end of key stage 1 achieving the Age Related Expectation (ARE) 

in the school in 2017. The number of eligible children is: __19___ (Each child represents 5% of the cohort) 

 

 

 

 

Results for science are based on teacher assessment only 

 

2017 KS2 SCHOOL RESULTS 
 

This table shows the percentage of pupils at the end of key stage 2 achieving the Age Related Expectation in the school in 

2017. The number of pupils at the end of key stage 2: __8 _ (Each child represents 13% of the cohort) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

results for science and writing are based on teacher assessment. 

 

Comparison of Results  
 

We are unable to compare the summer 2016 and 2017 results for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

with previous results as the new National Curriculum is assessed ówithout levelsô where 

previously results were reported using NC Levels.  

 

Technology  100% 100% 100% 

Exp MM  100% 100% 90.9% 

Being Imaginative  94% 100% 90.9% 
 

TEST RESULTS 

Percentage at each level 
 Below 

32 marks Between 32-40 marks 

Phonics Yr 1  0 100% 

Phonics Yr2  15% 84% 

 Working 

towards 

Secure Greater 

depth 

Met 

ARE 

Disapplied 

children 

Absent 

children 

Reading  21% 68% 32% 68% 0 0 

Writing  21% 68% 21% 68% 0 0 

Mathematics  11% 79% 21% 79% 0 0 

Science*  11% 89%  89% 0 0 

 % above 

or at 100 

% at 

greater 

depth 

Reading  75% 50%% 

Writing ^  75% 63% 

Grammar, 

Punctuation and 

Spelling  

75% 63% 

Mathematics  75% 25% 

Science ^  91% N/A 
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  Staff: 

Mrs Scourfield: Headteacher and Reception Teacher 

Mrs Medina: Reception teacher (Monday-Thursday) 

Mrs Lloyd: Year 1 and 2 teacher (Monday-Wednesday) 

Mrs Alden: Year 1 and 2 teacher (Thursday and Friday) 

Mrs Langford: Year 3 and 4 teacher and SENCO (Monday – Friday) 

Miss Bragg: Year 3 and 4 teacher and PPA cover (Wednesday and Thursday) 

Miss Collingwood: Year 5 and 6 teacher (Monday – Friday) 

Mrs Jones: Reception TA (Monday-Tuesday) and Year 3 and 4 TA (Fridays) 

Mrs Ruse: Reception TA (Wednesday-Friday mornings only) 

Miss Wilding: Year 1 and 2 TA (Tuesday – Friday) 

Mrs Sherwood: Year 3 and 4 TA (Monday –Wednesday) 

Miss Hodges: Year 5 and 6 TA (Monday- Thursday) and after school club assistant (Monday and 

Tuesday) 

Mrs Peachey: School administrator 

 

Our Head Governor is: Mrs Kate Thomas 

 

For further information about these results, please contact the Headteacher. 

 

CLIFFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CLIFFORD 

HEREFORDSHIRE 

HR3 5HA 

Tel 01497 831202 

Email admin@clifford.hereford.sch.uk 

Web site www.cliffordprimary.com 

 

Local Authority 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDRENôS SERVICES 

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 

PLOUGH LANE OFFICES 

PLOUGH LANE 

HEREFORD 

HR4 0LE 

 

www.herefordshire.gov.uk 

 

mailto:admin@clifford.hereford.sch.uk
http://www.cliffordprimary.com/
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/

