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In  listen in g to  In n er C ircle, o n e is struck  im m ediately  by  the o rigin ality  o f guitarist Zach Larm er’s to n e an d sty le. 
Leadin g his E lectric B an d o n  this C D , Larm er perfo rm s m usic that ran ges fro m  fusio n  to  po st bo p jazz w itho ut ever so un din g 
lik e an y  o f his predecesso rs.

The M iam i-based guitarist heads a gro up that in cludes k ey bo ardist Tal C o hen , Juan  P ablo  D iaz an d Jerm ain e W alden  o n  bass, 
an d R o do lfo  Zun iga as w ell as D avid C hiverto n  o n  drum s. A lo n g the w ay  trum peter B rian  Ly n ch, saxo pho n ist A ldo  Salven t an d 
Jo hn  D aversa (o n  E VI an d trum pet) m ak e im po rtan t appearan ces, but the fo cus is prim arily  o n  the guitarist an d his co re q uartet.

TheThe set begin s w ith “On  The D o ck ” w hich has a fun k y  bass lin e, trick y  rhy thm ic accen ts, so m e E VI, an d plen ty  o f fresh ideas 
fro m  the guitarist. Larm er play s q uite ly rically  o n  “Garden  Of E den .” The piece evo lves gradually  w hile retain in g its o pen in g 
m o o d, beco m in g high-q uality  fusio n  w ith the so un d o f ro ck  an d the im pro visin g o f jazz blen din g to gether n aturally .

 “Sam e A s It E ver W as” is a w istful piece that is a bit m o urn ful, featurin g excellen t play in g by  Larm er an d Salven t o n  ten o r. 
The bluish “In n er C ircle” is bo th catchy  an d co m plex, highlighted by  so m e ro llick in g m o m en ts.

ZachZach Larm er is heard at his m o st passio n ate o n  “I Left It B ay o u” w hich fin ds him  pushed an d in spired by  the bass pattern s. 
Larm er’s explo rative so lo , o n e o f his best o f the set, is particularly  in dividual an d creative. “Friedrichshain ” has Larm er sharin g 
the spo tlight w ith B rian  Ly n ch. The so lo s an d tradeo ffs betw een  guitar an d trum pet are q uite co lo rful an d heated. In n er C ircle 
co n cludes w ith a len gthy  versio n  o f the set’s lo n e stan dard, “So ftly  A s In  A  M o rn in g Sun rise.” A t a tem po  that is m uch slo w er 
fo r this so n g than  usual, Larm er really  gets to  stretch o ut, so un din g bo th relaxed an d spo n tan eo us.

In n erIn n er C ircle is an  im pressive set by  Zach Larm er, a guitarist w ho  has started his reco rdin g career o n  a high level.


