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Gina Villalobos spent a number
of vears playing in the bands
Liguid Sunshine, The Mades,
and the garage-pop tno. Dragster
Barbie (where she plaved drums)
before embarking on a solo
carger in 2002 with the album.
Beg From Me. Her second
release, Rock "N Roll Pony, was
released in X004 i the US and
has now been made available in
the UK.

There is cerainly a rock
influence, as you would expect
from an album of this title, but
there 15 alse a  discernable
country twang. This 1= firmly
established from the very star
with Scan Caffey’s pedal sieel
mtrsduction on the  opening
track. Caltfornia.

When the country rock vibe is
combined with Kevin Haaland's
prominent clectine lead guntar
there are some similarities o The
Rolling Stones” Exile On Main
Steeer era. One can also discern
shades of Lucinda Williams in
Villalobos's voace and love of
qualitics as their meaming. One
of the best examples of this is the
natural rhythm of the words on
Faded,

Her songs are vignettes rather
than comprehensive narratives
and they can sometimes be a
shade enigmatic and ambiguows,
but are always elegant and leave
plenty of scope for the listener 1o
use their imagination.

The mellifluous  nature of
Gina's lyrics allows her 1o nse
her voice in a very musical way,
She can sing sweet and pure, bul
she also has a more raunchy edge
om the rockier tracks. She is well
supported by some  solid
performances including cameos
froim a number of musiclans
ingluding Anne MeCue on banjo,

The only thing that lets the
album down s the rather M,
muddy  production that often
leaves Gina's voice languishing
sy Far down im the mix. batiling
1o be heard. This is a rare Maw in

an  exciting  album  from  a
talented songwriter and

confident performer. See her
when she tours the UK this
month  and  next.  (www,
laughingoutlaw. com.ou)
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