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Editorial

We’re with her
The Bear Truth Editorial Board endorses 

Hillary Clinton for President

When Americans go to the polls on 
November 8 to vote for president, there 
will be only one responsible choice on 
the ballot. One candidate has a lifelong 
devotion to public service, and the 
other completely lacks the experience 
and temperament to be president. For 
this reason, The Bear Truth Editorial 
Board endorses Hillary Clinton. 

The appeal of Donald Trump is real. 
Most Americans feel that the American 
government is broken, and rightly 
so. Trump supporters are attracted 
to him because of his outsider status 
and success as a business man. On 
the other hand, Ms. Clinton is the 
definition of the establishment. A 
career politician, Ms. Clinton is the 
embodiment of everything that many 
Americans were hoping to avoid in 
this election. However, there is no 
reasonable alternative to Ms. Clinton, 
and her lifelong dedication to public 
service is why she is the only viable 
choice for president. 

 As first lady, Ms. Clinton had an 
active role in public policy. She was the 
first First Lady to have her own office in 
the West Wing of the White House. Her 
now famous 1995 speech in which 
she claimed that “Human rights are 
women’s rights and, women’s rights 
are human rights,” is indicative of her 
general policy toward women. She has 
made it a trademark of her campaign 
to fight for equal pay for equal work, 
and has promised to guarantee up to 
12 weeks of paid family leave. Eight 
million children have health insurance 
thanks to the work she did as First 
Lady. 

In contrast, her opponent has 
consistently made sexist and 
demeaning comments about women. 
He has called women “pigs,” and 
spent a lifetime objectifying them and 
reducing them to their appearance. 
He has repeatedly justified these 
comments by raising questions about 
his victim’s past and suggesting that 
somehow his words are justified. His 
comments after a primary debate 
about moderator Megyn Kelly in 
which he stated that she had “blood 
coming out of her eyes, blood coming 
out of her wherever,” are absolutely 
despicable and are inappropriate 
for any person to make, let alone a 
presidential candidate. 

Mr. Trump’s comments from 2005 
that surfaced last week are worst of all.  
His vivid and disgusting depiction of 
his personal sexual assaults of women 
are inexcusable. His dismissal of these 
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comments as “locker room banter,” is 
incorrect; what Mr. Trump is describing 
is sexual assault. 

As a senator, Ms. Clinton was 
lauded by members of both parties for 
her ability to work across the aisle. As 
the first woman to serve as a Senator 
from New York, she played a key role in 
securing $20 billion to provide health 
care for first responders. She also 
worked with Republicans to expand 
TRICARE so that members of the 
National Guard and the Reserves had 
better access to healthcare. 

As Secretary of State, she continued 
to fight for equal rights across the 
globe. She worked to ensure equal 
economic opportunity for women, 
and combated sexual violence across 
the globe. She brokered a ceasefire 
between Israel and Hamas, fought the 
AIDS epidemic abroad, and expanded 
US relationships in Asia. 

When it comes to foreign policy 
and Hillary Clinton, the biggest 
talking point is Benghazi. Benghazi 
was a tragic mistake. Period. It’s 
not nearly enough to disqualify Ms. 
Clinton from being president. It is 
important to keep perspective when 
discussing the four deaths at Benghazi. 
According to Politifact, under the Bush 
administration, there were 39 attacks 
on U.S. consulates and consulate 
personnel that resulted in 87 deaths. 
However, you’d be hard pressed to find 
the kind of outrage that the Benghazi 
attack has brought about.

There are inherent risks that must 

be recognized when setting up 
consulates in foreign lands, especially 
in the Middle East. Unfortunately, it’s 
inevitable that tragedy strikes.

Continuing to blame Ms. Clinton 
personally for the tragedy in Benghazi 
is absurd. There have been eight 
formal congressional investigations 
on Benghazi. All eight have cleared 
Ms. Clinton of personal wrongdoing. 
Conservative leaders still try to pin 
the blame on Ms. Clinton, despite the 
fact that, according to Time Magazine, 
consular security doesn’t even make it 
to the level of the Secretary of State. 
Ms. Clinton claimed responsibility for 
the attack simply because that’s what 
good leaders do. Also according to 
Time Magazine, the  Libyan operation 
was actually in conjunction with the 
CIA. Interestingly, no one has shown 
outrage at David Petraeus, the then 
head of the CIA. 

Clinton has been endorsed by 84 
former ambassadors and 15 current 
or former heads of state. On the other 
hand, Mr. Trump has been endorsed 
by just three former ambassadors and 
three current or former heads of state. 
Those who know foreign policy the 
best trust Ms. Clinton’s judgment and 
experience over Mr. Trump’s rhetoric 
and inexperience. 

Despite Ms. Clinton’s long resume 
of policy, significant questions about 
her character remain. Among other 
things, she has misled the American 
people on multiple occasions, and 
her use of the Clinton Foundation has 

been suspect. However, Mr. Trump has 
run a campaign rooted in dishonesty. 
According to an analysis by Politico, 
during the week of September 19th, 
“Trump averaged about one falsehood 
every three minutes and 15 seconds 
over nearly five hours of remarks.” 

Mr. Trump has abused his 
foundation funds on multiple 
occasions, and on one instance, 
spent $20,000 of charity money on a 
portrait of himself, as reported by the 
Washington Post. 

His comments about people of 
Hispanic heritage are deplorable, and 
his suggestion that Judge Gonzalo 
Curiel was incapable of making an 
impartial ruling because of his Mexican 
heritage is, as House Speaker Paul 
Ryan put it, “Claiming a person can’t do 
the job because of their race is sort of 
like the textbook definition of a racist 
comment.” (For the record, the Judge 
was born in Indiana). It’s no wonder 
why Mr. Trump has been endorsed 
by prominent white supremacists like 
David Duke. 

A traditional editorial endorsement 
would warrant a discussion on the key 
differences between the policies of the 
two candidates. However, this is no 
traditional election, as Mr. Trump has 
spent his time on dividing Americans 
instead of discussing policy. According 
to NBC News, Mr. Trump’s website has 
just 9,000 words of policy proposal, 
while Ms. Clinton’s has 112,735 words 
of policy proposal. 

In the first two presidential debates, 
Mr. Trump has failed to offer detailed 
specifics on his plans to defeat ISIS, 
and address the refugee crisis. He 
also threatened to jail Ms. Clinton if 
he won the presidency, the kind of 
rhetoric normally reserved for foreign 
despots. Mr. Trump’s tax plan is trickle 
down economics at its finest, directly 
benefiting the super wealthy while 
raising taxes on a significant portion of 
the middle class.  

The times are too dire, and the 
stakes far too high to elect a racially 
divisive, politically inexperienced, 
demagogue like Donald Trump. As 
GOP strategist Steve Schmidt put 
it, “There is nobody who holds any 
position of responsibility who in private 
conversations views Donald Trump 
as equipped mentally, morally and 
intellectually to be the president of the 
United States.”

Hillary Clinton speaks to supporters at a Denver, Colorado rallly on Aug. 3. Photo by Evan Ochsner

What’s your oplinion? Email letters to 
the editor to tpatrick@lewispalmer.org. 
For The Bear Truth’s endorsements on 
all issues on the Colorado ballot, visit 
prhsbeartruth.com, under the OP ED tab


