
 

 

ISIS’s Areas of Influence in Iraq and Syria: August 2014 Through Early 
November 2017  

Key Points 

Scope Note: This memorandum updates the Islamic State of Iraq and ash-Sham (ISIS) territorial losses 

since the last update, which covered losses through 30 September 2017.  It does not include ISIS gains or 

losses since 8 November 2017.  The accompanying map depicts ISIS’s gains and losses in Iraq and Syria 

and indicates where ISIS remains dominant.  If ISIS gained but subsequently lost an area between August 

2014 and 8 November 2017, we do not consider this a net gain or a net loss, and that area reflects its 

original gray (non-ISIS populated area) or white (sparsely populated) color. 

Iraqi forces, Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), and proregime Syrian forces have pushed back 

significant portions of ISIS’s frontlines in much of northern and central Iraq and northern and eastern Syria. 

 Compared with its peak territorial influence in August 2014, ISIS probably can no longer operate openly 

in approximately 89 percent of the populated areas it once controlled, although the group is able to 

conduct attacks in many areas it does not dominate.   

 The majority of ISIS’s losses in Iraq were in Anbar and Kirkuk Governorates, specifically in Al Qaim and 

Hawijah. 

 In Syria, the majority of ISIS’s losses were in Dayr az Zawr Province and along the Homs-Hamah 

provincial border. 

ISIS Losses Mainly in Northern and Central Iraq and Eastern Syria 

Compared with its peak territorial influence in August 2014, ISIS probably can no longer operate openly in 

approximately 89 percent of the populated areas it once controlled, although the group is able to conduct 

attacks in many areas it does not dominate. 

 The accompanying map depicts ISIS’s net territorial losses, but ISIS probably retains a presence and 

freedom of movement in many of the unpopulated areas shown on the map; we cannot determine if ISIS is 

the dominant actor in these areas.  Our estimates are subject to change because of the dynamic nature of 

the conflict. 

In Iraq, ISIS’s net territorial losses as of 8 November were between 50,500 and 51,500 square kilometers, or 

about 89 percent of the territory it had dominated since August 2014.  This was an additional loss of 

approximately 6,000 square kilometers since the last map update. 

 The majority of ISIS losses were in Anbar and Kirkuk Governorates, specifically in Al Qaim and Hawijah. 

21 November 2017 



 

In Syria, ISIS has suffered a net loss of between 38,500 and 39,500 square kilometers, or about 87 percent of 

the territory it has dominated since August 2014.  This was an additional loss of approximately 5,000 square 

kilometers since the last map update. 

 The majority of ISIS’s losses in Syria were in Dayr az Zawr Province and along the Homs-Hamah provincial 

border. 

Since August 2014, ISIS has lost approximately 47,000 square kilometers in Syria.  Kurdish-led forces 

captured 55 percent of the territory lost, or about 26,000 square kilometers.  Proregime and various 

opposition forces, including Turkish-assisted opposition forces, captured the remaining territory. 


