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WebSource 
For the Classroom 
The Internet Generation  
Discussion Questions – Segment 5 
 
1. What are some of the things you should never post on a website? 
 
2. Have your parents discussed online safety with you? Is your online activity monitored 
in anyway? What are the limits of online access at school?  
 
3. What are some of the other rules the documentary suggests? Do they seem fair to 
you? Why or why not? 
 
4. Do these stories make you think twice about your Internet behavior? If so, why? If not, 
what would? 

 
Activity 
Courtside Internet 
 
PROJECT AND PURPOSE 
Students will… 
• Role play a courtroom situation and hold a mock trial of a case of unethical use of the 

Internet. 
• Create original scenarios of inappropriate Internet behaviors. 
• Write, rehearse and present a courtroom skit based on one of their scenarios. 
 
MATERIALS 
• Index cards or small pieces of paper, each with one of the following roles written on it: 
Prosecuting lawyer/assistant, Defense lawyer/assistant, Judge, Jury (12), Witness (at 
least 2), Plaintiff, Defendant, Court Reporter, Clerk of Court 
• Paper 
• Writing implements 
• White board 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
1. Start a brief discussion by saying, the documentary you just saw presented several 
stories of people who had been hurt and even destroyed by the inappropriate use of the 
Internet. Can you think of other ways a person might be bullied or violated by an 
inappropriate Internet action or website? Collect their ideas on the board, grouping them 
into the following categories: cyberbullying, dangerous website content, sexual 
harassment.)  
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2. Divide the class into groups, and ask each to write a scenario describing an online 
incident involving either cyberbullying, content or sexual harassment. Have students 
share their scenarios. 
 
3. Then say, what if the victim in one of your scenarios (cyberbullying, dangerous 
websites, sexual harassment) was to bring the person to court? What do you think would 
happen? 
 
4. As a group, select one of the scenarios and set up a mock trial. Review with the class 
the U.S. system of trial by jury and review the jobs of each person in a courtroom (see 
above list in materials). Tell the students they are going to hold a trial based on their 
scenario. Have them draw cards to select their role in the mock trial. 
 
5. Allow the groups to prepare their cases. Lawyers will prepare and present opening 
and closing statements and question the witnesses. Jury members should research past 
cases and during the ‘trial,’ all students will be responsible for taking notes (you may 
want to collect these after the trial). 
 
6. Hold the trial in class, and if possible, have someone record the event for class 
review.  
 
7. Afterward, discuss the case and the issues presented. Was it realistic? Why or why 
not? Would this really happen? Why or why not? What would it take to actually bring a 
case like this to court? Why? 
 
8. Have the students write a personal response to the activity. 

 


