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Project and Purpose 

Students will discuss how to become aware of stereotypes and 

discuss strategies to help confront stereotypes.  

Essential Question 

How can we avoid making judgements based on 

stereotypes? 

Sticks and Stones, Part 3 
Video Title: Marvin’s Story 

 Lesson Title: Confronting Stereotypes 

  Grade Level: High School 
 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions: After watching the video... 

Discuss in pairs, in small groups, or as a class: 

 

1. Marvin, while showing us a stairway at his school, says, “There would always be people waiting here 

to make fun of me and call me names, I’ve also been threatened here”. If you were a student at 

Marvin’s school, what strategies would you suggest to make the school safe for all students? Describe 

why your ideas would be effective? Are there places at your school that are unsafe at your school? If 

so, how will you take action to help improve this problem? 

 

2. Regarding some of the names Marvin has been called he says, “I can’t let go I see myself as a person 

who is less than human…it’s humiliating”. Why do you think Marvin uses the word “humiliating”?  

 

3. Several elderly people discuss how bullying generations ago affected them. Why do you think their 

experiences still cause pain and anxiety for them?  

 

4. Dr. Sandra Graham says, “they [the targets of bullying behaviors] tend to blame themselves, they 

think ‘it’s me, it’s always going to be this way and there really isn’t anything I can do about that’”. Do 

you believe that your school provides the types of supports that empowers all students who may be 

targeted by bullying behaviors? Describe why you believe your school is either successful or needs 

improvement, using examples.  
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Materials 
• Paper and writing utensils or devices with note taking software 

• In a remote environment, meeting software will need to have “breakout room” and “raise hand” or 

similar functions enabled allowing for small group discussions  

 

Procedure 
1. Ask students the following reflection questions: 

 

How do you think people learn to be empathetic”?  

 

In Marvin’s case, negative stereotypes were part of the reason why he was targeted by students who 

engaged in bullying behavior. What is the role of negative stereotypes in bullying behavior? What is a 

good working definition of “stereotype”? How should communities combat negative stereotypes? 

 

2. Based on your knowledge of student, split students into groups of 2, 3 or 4.  

 

3. Groups will list and assess the various stereotypes they see in the video and discuss how to talk about 

stereotypes and what do to when students are faced with others who are making judgements based 

on stereotypes.  Explain that we know Marvin was a target of bullying before he or other students 

were aware of issues surrounding gender and sexual orientation. Negative stereotypes can begin to 

take hold when children are very young.  

 

4. Each group will develop a plan for how to change negative stereotypes that may come up in the 

school or community. Groups should consider the complete process of developing an action plan. 

Stating the problem stereotype. 

Being to explain how people are reacting inappropriately. 

Offer solutions to solve the problem (without alienating any party).  

 

5. Allow each group to discuss and develop their plans.   

 

6. Have each group present their plan for combating a negative stereotype. Ask probing questions 

about the questions and situation faced by the people in scenarios.   
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Conclusion 

Debriefing Questions 

• Why is it so problematic that people believe stereotypes? 

• How can you learn to recognize when you believe a stereotype?  

• What are some strategies you can use to confront stereotypes when others use them?  

Notes 
It is important to remember to avoid defining a person as a “bully”, whenever possible attempt to help 

students understand that sometimes people engage in bullying behavior or act out by bullying. In other 

words, a person is not a bully, a person sometimes exhibits bullying behavior, but the word “bully” does 

not define who they are as a person. It is also recommended avoid using the term “victim” instead say “a 

child who was bullied” or “a child who was targeted”.  

It may be necessary to remind students of norms regarding being respectful to others during discussions 

about negative stereoypes. 

An additional useful resource for discussing stereotypes can be found at the Antidefamation League 

website: https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/race-talk-engaging-young-people-

in-conversations-about  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 




