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WebSource 
For the Classroom 
Silent Witness  
Discussion Questions – Segment 3 
 
1. The counselor asked the students, “What is the difference between tattling and telling?” What 
would your response be? 
 
2. Describe Stanzi’s illness and how it led to being bullied. 
 
3. How did Stanzi’s parents help change things around? 
 
4. What is the role of courage in changing the attitudes toward bullying? Explain your answer. 
 

Activity 
Put Down Boggle 
 
PROJECT AND PURPOSE 
Students will brainstorm put-downs or insults that bullies might use and create responses to 
deflect the discomfort or pain they were supposed to inflict. Students will ... 
• Brainstorm insults and put downs used by bullies 
• Create a cache of calm responses that would protect the intended victim 
• Understand “protecting and deflecting” 
 
MATERIALS 
• Pens, pencils 
• Paper in small pieces as well as intact pieces 
• A paper bag 
• White Board 
• Open space for rehearsal and presentation 
 
PROCEDURE 
1. Break the class into groups of three or four. Distribute small pieces of paper and ask  
students to take out a pen or pencil.  
 
2. Begin a class discussion by asking students, What are some typical insults that people throw 
at each other to hurt their feelings or instigate a fight? Ask each group to write these insults or 
put-downs, one per piece of paper. Remind them that they must edit their language; no foul 
language will be allowed, so they must think of “substitute words” for any language that might 
break the school rules on appropriate language. 
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3. Give them about three to five minutes to come up with as many as possible. 
 
4. Meanwhile, add some of your own, such as: 
• That dress makes you look so fat. 
• Four eyes 
• What a dork. 
• Hey, stupid, I’m talking to you. 
• Where’d you get that rag of a dress, K-Mart? 
• Didn’t I tell you never to talk to me or look at me, you jerk? 
• Everybody knows that—what are you, stupid? 
 
5. Have all the students fold their papers once and place them in the paper bag. 
 
6. Say, Now comes the challenge. Take out your piece of regular sized paper and a pencil. I’m 
going to pull out one of the insults you have written, and your team’s job is to come up with as 
many responses as possible that will NOT start a fight. In other words, you are going to create a 
response that might use humor or another way to throw the bully off guard but not challenge him 
or her to a fight. For example, if I pull out, “That’s the ugliest shirt ever,” your responses might 
include, “Thank you,” or “Yeah, you’re right,” or “Did you see that bird?” You need to take away 
the sting, make it funny, or change the subject. You will have 10 seconds to write as many of 
these as possible. Let’s try one. 
 
7. Pull one of the insults out and try it as an example. Read it, give them 10 seconds, then ask 
one representative of each group to volunteer to read their responses.  
 
8. Say, We’re going to score these. I’ll call on somebody to read one of his or her responses. If 
the class judges it as an appropriate response, then you receive two points. If anybody else has 
that response, you lose one point. If it is inappropriate, then you receive zero points. 
 
9. Play as many rounds as time allows and tally the points to determine the winner. 
 
10. As a final reflection, have students write a response to the following question: How can 
these kinds of statements or actions help you or a friend avoid getting caught in a bullying 
situation? 

 
 
 


