
© CWK Network Inc. 
 

 
WebSource 
For the Classroom 
 Shattered 
Discussion Questions – Segment 2 
 
1. Describe Jayme Webb’s story. What happened?  
2. What reasons do people give for drinking? Do you think those are valid?  
3. What are some alcohol-related problems? Is simply knowing the possible effects of 
alcohol enough to make you not drink?  
 
 

Activity 
Dreams Deferred, Part 2 
 
PROJECT AND PURPOSE 
From the first time we play make-believe, we begin dreaming about our futures. Ask 
preschoolers what they want to be when they grow up and you’ll hear answers ranging 
from ballerinas to firefighters to astronauts – and every one of those dreams is 
achievable! But what happens if a person starts drinking alcohol or gets involved with 
other substances? Those beautiful dreams could be ruined. This lesson plan will help 
students explore their dreams, and how the choices they make can affect their future. 
Students will... 
• Imagine future accomplishments. 
• Understand the steps one must take to achieve goals. 
• Understand the negative affects alcohol abuse has on lives and dreams. 
 
MATERIALS 
• A copy of Langston Hughes poem, A Dream Deferred 
• Dreams for Achievement worksheet  
• Classroom white board 
• Paper, pens, pencils 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
1. To continue this lesson, allot 10 to 15 minutes for the students to discuss the 
information on their Dreams worksheets and to share their narratives. Remember to tell 
students they must respect every person’s dreams, because sharing them can be 
intimidating. 
 
2.  In facilitating the discussion, ask students, “What would happen if alcohol abuse 
entered your dreams?” This does not necessarily mean that they are the alcohol abusers 
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– they might be the victims of alcohol abusers, or a friend or family member of someone 
who abuses alcohol. Ask each student to consider: How would your dreams change? 
 
3. Now discuss what happens to people who abuse alcohol. What are the physical 
things that could happen to you if you abuse alcohol?  What are the physical things that 
could happen to you if you become involved with somebody who abuses alcohol? (Look 
for answers like drunkenness, illness, car accidents, being arrested, etc.) This would be 
a good time to talk about the effects of alcohol on a teenager’s brain and body.  
 
4. What would you lose if you were to use alcohol? What if you were arrested for using 
alcohol? How would the other people in your life be affected? How would your dreams 
and goals be affected? 
 
5. Tell students to think very carefully about specific ways that the dream they wrote 
about would change if they abused alcohol.  
 
6. Assign a second narrative that is based on the same dream that students wrote about 
in the first assignment, but this time, alcohol abuse is involved. Students should write in 
the first person, present tense, using as many sensory details as possible (see question 
five). Students should think about whether or not the same moment would even happen 
if alcohol were involved.  
 
7. When students are finished with their papers, ask if what they wrote could actually 
happen in real life. Why or why not? What can they do in their own lives to avoid alcohol 
abuse or other substance abuse and help others avoid it? 
 
8. Read the poem, A Dream Deferred again. Now ask students to discuss how this poem 
might relate to alcohol abuse. 
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A Dream Deferred 
by Langston Hughes 

 

What happens to a dream deferred? 

Does it dry up  like a raisin in the sun?  

 Or fester like a sore--  And then run?  

 Does it stink like rotten meat?  

 Or crust and sugar over--  like a syrupy sweet? 

Maybe it just sags  like a heavy load. 

Or does it explode? 
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Dreams for Achievement 
Dream/Goal Steps it will take Awards Where it will take me 

 in the future 

                          
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 

     

 


