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WebSource 
For the Classroom 
The Power of Expectations  
Discussion Questions: Segment 5 
1. Ali’s parents claim their expectations are for her best effort.  According to what you 

have heard and seen, does this strike you as true?  Explain your answer. 
2. Ali’s parents reward and celebrate her moment of meeting her expectations.  Why is 

this important? 
3. Which weighs more: expectations of parents, teachers, teammates, coaches or self?  

Why? 

 
Activity 
Expectations and Stereotypes – Part II 
 
PROJECT AND PURPOSE 
Students will explore the general expectations society and our culture set for us and how 
those general expectations influence our personal expectations of others.   
 
OBJECTIVES 
Students will: 

• List expectations generally associated with particular stereotypes 
• Explore the effect of these expectations on the way teens form opinions of others 
• Create a poster depicting a high school student who defies general expectations 

 
MATERIALS 

• Black/white board 
• Paper, pens or pencils 
• Example of stereotype posters (from places such as The Preppy Handbook,  

True Prep or this website: http://www.ivy-style.com/southern-frat-the-1979-are-
you-a-preppie-poster.html ) 

• Digital camera and printer to create copies  
• Poster paper and art supplies (markers, etc.) 
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PROCEDURE 
This lesson is the second and final portion of this exercise. 

 
1. Show the class a copy of The Preppy Handbook or True Prep for examples of 

pictures of preppy students.  Ask, Are these comments on the side accurate?  
Why or why not?  Are they fair?  Why or why not? 

 
2. Explain that each student will create a poster of themselves which analyze their 

own projected images 
. 

3. Using a digital camera, take individual, full body pictures of each student and 
print each out on an 8 ½  X 11 piece of paper. 

 
4. Distribute large pieces of paper and establish a place for art supplies.  The 

assignment is to mount their self-portraits on the large paper and create a poster 
that dispels any of the stereotypical expectations anybody might have about 
them.  EXAMPLES: 

• John wears a letter jacket.  He draws a line from the jacket to the margin 
and writes, “Proud of varsity letter for being on the team.  Sat on the 
bench most of the games, but earned it through hard work.” 

• Marquita wears Doc Martens.  She draws a line from the shoes to the 
margin and writes, “These shoes are comfortable and practical; they 
make a fashion statement.” 

• CJ has spiked, pink hair.  CJ draws a line from the hair to the margin and 
writes, “I like color and the hair stays out of my face when I’m 
skateboarding.” 

 
5. Give students the rest of the period to complete their projects and, if need be, let 

them complete it for homework.  
 

6. Ask each student present his or her work to the class and mount the projects in 
the room as a reminder of how NOBODY likes to be stereotyped; we all have 
expectations for ourselves and for how others see us. 

 
 


