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WebSource 
For the Classroom 
The Power of Expectations  
Discussion Questions: Segment 4 
1. What is Phyllis Jones’ “no excuses policy”? 
2. What are the tools she uses to ensure the success of each child?  What are the 

results of her efforts? 
3. How can adults help children realize that learning is important? 

 
Activity: 
Expectations and Stereotypes – Part I  
 
PROJECT AND PURPOSE 
Students will explore the general expectations society and our culture set for us and how 
those general expectations influence our personal expectations of others.   
 
OBJECTIVES 
Students will: 

• List expectations generally associated with particular stereotypes 
• Explore the effect of these expectations on the way teens form opinions of others 
• Create a poster depicting a high school student who defies general expectations 

 
MATERIALS 

• Black/white board 
• Paper, pens or pencils 
• Stereotypes worksheet  

 
PROCEDURE 
This lesson is conducted in two class periods. 
 

1. Write on the board:  “Be a man” and “Act like a lady.”  Ask students to take out a 
piece of paper and write a brief list of ways society expects us to live up to these 
two phrases.  Give students about five minutes to complete their lists. 

 
2. Conduct a discussion of how these two phrases impact our behaviors in society 

today. 
 

3. Break the class into pairs and distribute the Stereotypes worksheet that contains 
the following list: 
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Tall people            Short people  Bald people 
People with glasses           People with red hair People with high foreheads 
Large people            People with lisps Quiet people 
Long haired boys           Spike haired girls People with body-piercings 
People who wear Varsity jackets              People who wear all black 
People who wear baggy pants              People who are all color-
coordinated  
People who smile a lot               People who don’t smile much 

 
Ask each pair to select three or four of the stereotypes from the list, write one in 
each block on the worksheet and write society’s expectations of people who 
meet these descriptors. 

 
4. Gather the class back together and discuss the concept of stereotypes, including 

how they think these stereotypes came about.  Ask, Does our society perpetuate 
these stereotypes?  Why or why not?  Do we let stereotypes govern our 
relationships? 

 
5. Ask if students think others have stereotypical expectations of them.  Ask, Do 

people have expectations of you because of the way you look or dress?  Why or 
why not?  Explain your answer. 

 


