
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Togetherness 
Discussion Questions, Vocabulary and Activity 

For Grades 3-5 
 
 

 
 
Togetherness Segment Summary  
 
For Allison Major, Lane Siedor, Irene Butler and Catherine Cheetham, there is no “I” in “team.” 
 
Allison Major, Lane Siedor, Irene Butler and Catherine Cheetham play together on a basketball team.  
Being part of a team provides them with the opportunity to learn new skills and to demonstrate their 
athletic abilities.  While they work to improve their individual talents, they also discover the value of 
working together to achieve a common goal.  Their experience has taught them to encourage their 
teammates in both successful and disappointing circumstances.  And playing on the team allows the girls 
to meet new people, make new friends and create a feeling of togetherness. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What character traits do Allison, Lane, Irene and Catherine possess? 
2. How do the girls on this basketball team demonstrate togetherness?  
3. How effective do you think a team would be if the members did not work together?  Explain. 
4. In addition to learning about teamwork, what are some other advantages of being a member of a 

team? 
5. Do you think you are a good “team player?”  Why or why not? 
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Togetherness 
Vocabulary Words and Definitions 

 
 
Demonstrate (v.)   
Definition:  to show or describe how to do something or how it works 
Context:  Our scout leader will demonstrate how to build a fire. 

 
Teamwork (n.)   
Definition:  the ability of a group of people to work together 
Context:  Because of their teamwork, the firefighters were able to extinguish the blaze quickly.  
  
Togetherness (n.)   
Definition:  the state of being part of a group; the feeling a person has when he or she is a part of a 
group of people who have a close relationship with each other     
Context:  Inez says that being a part of the student council and spending time with people she can relate 
to gives her a real sense of togetherness and belonging. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  Longman’s Advanced American Dictionary.  Harlow:  Pearson Education Limited, 2000. 
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 Togetherness Activity 
Soup’s On! 

 
Objectives: 

Students will be able to 
• Use listening skills to respond to literature 
• Work with others to make “stone soup” 
• Identify the essential components of teamwork 
• Compose an original recipe 
 

Materials: 

• Pens, pencils 
• Paper 
• One large, CLEAN stone 
• Soup’s On! handout 
• Stone Soup by Marcia Wood or another version of the folktale 
• Large slow cooker or large pot and access to a cooking stove or electric burner 
• Wooden or metal spoon for stirring 
• Can opener 
• Disposable cups, spoons and napkins 

 
Procedure: 

1. In this activity, students will participate in cooking a classroom “stone soup.”  Prior to beginning 
this lesson, decide which ingredients you would like to include in your class’ stone soup and 
modify the list on the Soup’s On! handout to reflect your decisions.   

 
2. Make one copy of the Soup’s On!  handout for each of your students.  Check the box on the 

worksheet corresponding to the item you would like each family to contribute to the stone soup.  
Include the due date to indicate when students need to bring their ingredients to school.   

 
Note:  Alternatively, you may decide to allow students to choose which ingredients they would 
like to contribute to the soup pot. 
 
Note:  Depending on the size of your class, you may need to assign more than one student to 
bring each ingredient. 

 
3. Read aloud Marcia Brown’s Stone Soup or another version of the popular folktale, and discuss 

the story with your class.  Consider using the following questions as a guide: 
 

• How would you describe the soldiers in the story?  How would you describe the villagers?  

u identify in this story?  Explain. 
rent from 

• smates most like the soldiers or most like the villagers?  Explain. 
 

. Tell students that the class will make its own version of stone soup.  Distribute the copies of the 

 

 
• Predict what would happen if the villagers knew the soldiers’ plan to trick them. 
• How did the villagers demonstrate teamwork? 
• How many other examples of teamwork can yo
• In what ways is your class similar to the village?  In what ways is your class diffe

the village? 
Are your clas

4
Soup’s On!  handout to your students, and explain to them that they need to bring to class the 
ingredient indicated on their handouts.   
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Note:  Consider reading the story and assigning the ingredients on Friday, then doing the cooking 
on Monday.  This way, parents have plenty of time to shop for ingredients if necessary.   
 

5. On the day designated for cooking, place the slow cooker or large pot in an inconspicuous place 
in the classroom.  Call students to the pot one by one, and allow them to add their ingredients to 
the soup.   

 
6. When all of the students have made their additions, add the final ingredient – the stone.  Turn on 

the slow cooker or place the pot on a burner.  
 

Note:  The soup should cook until the vegetables are tender.  If using a slow cooker, perform this 
activity as early in the morning as possible. 

 
7. While the soup is cooking, assign students to write their own class recipes for togetherness.  

Instead of food items, they will list the qualities necessary for teamwork and unity among their 
classmates.  They will also include the amounts of each quality needed in the recipe as well as 
the cooking instructions. 

 
Example:   

1 handful of helpfulness 
2 cups of cooperation 
½ gallon of smiles 
¼ cup of school pride 
¼ cup of respect 

 
Pour helpfulness, cooperation and smiles into a large classroom.  Mix with school pride until 
smooth.  Sprinkle with respect.  Let the ingredients mingle for eight or nine months. 

 
8. Allow students to use crayons and markers to illustrate their recipes. 
 
9. Assign a few students to pass out cups, spoons and napkins.  Serve and eat the stone soup. 

 
Note:  Consider allowing students to share their original recipes with the class while they eat their 
soup. 

 
 

 
Related Vocabulary Words 

 
demonstrate          teamwork          togetherness 
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Soup’s On! 
 

Dear Parent: 
 

Our class is working on an activity involving teamwork, inspired by the popular folktale 
“Stone Soup.”  In the story, three wily soldiers convince a group of villagers that a delicious 
soup can be made from a special stone.  Each villager is asked to contribute a little something 
to the pot, and before they know it, the villagers have come together to make tasty soup for 
everyone to enjoy.  What a wonderful demonstration of togetherness!  Entire communities can 
enjoy the bounty created when individuals agree to contribute just a little of what they have 
for the common good.  
 

In the spirit of the folktale, our class will prepare its own version of stone soup.  I am asking 
each family to contribute just a little something to the soup pot.  Please send the item indicated 
below to school with ____________________ (child’s name) on ______________ (insert 
date).  Thank you in advance for you contribution! 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

Stone Soup Ingredient List 
 

  1 15 oz. can of vegetable broth    2 carrots, peeled and chopped  
  1 qt. of crushed canned tomatoes   2 onions, peeled and chopped 
  1 15 oz. can of green beans    2 celery stalks, washed and chopped  
  1 15 oz. can of yellow corn    2 cups of macaroni  
  1 15 oz. can of green peas   3 cloves of garlic 
  2 green bell peppers, washed and  

      chopped  
  3 tablespoons of dried herbs  

      (parsley, thyme, rosemary, etc.) 
  2 potatoes, peeled and chopped    1 pinch of salt and pepper 

  _________________________ 
 

  _____________________ 
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Assessment 
 

1. Individual assignments should be evaluated using a set standard offering letter grades or points. 
 

2. Group assignments should be evaluated using guidelines that address individual student 
participation and contribution, as well as evaluating the group as a whole.   

 
3. The Togetherness Assessment/Evaluation form serves as a guideline for assessing each 

student’s performance within the activities and lessons.  Additional evaluations may be added to 
the table, such as writing assessments for grammar, syntax, punctuation, style, etc.  Reports may 
be graded on accuracy and analysis.  Students may also be evaluated on their use of technology 
within key activities that encourage using the Internet for research and for the creation of a Web 
page. 

 
4. Students should receive a copy of the evaluation form at the beginning of the program so that 

they are aware of the assessment standards and the necessity of participation in order to fully 
benefit from the program. 

 
 

 
Togetherness 

Assessment/Evaluation 
 

Name ____________________      Class ______________ 
 

Lesson/Activity 0 1 2 3 Total

Togetherness 
Soup’s On! 

No 
participation 

Discussed 
Stone Soup 
with class 

Discussed Stone 
Soup with class 
and brought 
requested 
ingredient 

Discussed Stone Soup with 
class, brought requested 
ingredient, composed original 
recipe for togetherness and 
shared recipe with class 

 

 
Additional comments: 
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