
 
 

 
WebSource 
For the Classroom 
Lost and Found: Part Five    
 

Discussion Questions 

 Rachel, a cancer patient, says that has faced the loss of friends she met during her 
treatment, the loss of a “normal” childhood and the possibility of losing her life. What does 
Rachel do to help release the intense emotions of her fear and grief?  
 

 In the video, we see the teens at the Kids Clubhouse create a banner with words and images 
to help express their feelings. If you had to create a banner expressing your feelings right 
now, what would you draw or write? Is this task easy or difficult for you?   
 

 What happened to the banner that the kids created? What did that represent?  
 

 According to the video, what are some of the normal emotions of grief? 
 

 What is the most important thing adults, children and teens can learn from this video about 
dealing with grief? 
 

Activity: 
Hope You Enjoy the Rest of the Story  
 
Project and Purpose 
Students will complete online research to follow up on health of Rachel Baumgartner, the teen 
from the video with terminal cancer. Because Rachel is a cancer survivor, the story can 
demonstrate to students the importance of hope and the support of others when facing a crisis. 
 

Procedure 
1. Begin by reviewing the comments made by Rachel Baumgartner, a cancer patient featured in 
the video. Write on the board her words: “I think a really healthy and helpful way (of dealing with 
grief) is to not push it down inside you, but to try to, you know, let it out and deal with it, and that 
way it’s a lot easier than if it is just growing inside of you and trying to take over.” 
 
2. Next, either as a class or as an individual assignment to students, open the following link and 
watch or read aloud the report from a St. Louis television station on Rachel’s current condition: 
http://www.kmov.com/community/blogs/reporters-blog/Vatican-investigates-miracle-in-St-Louis-
98591419.html.  
 
According to the news report:  

http://www.kmov.com/community/blogs/reporters-blog/Vatican-investigates-miracle-in-St-Louis-98591419.html
http://www.kmov.com/community/blogs/reporters-blog/Vatican-investigates-miracle-in-St-Louis-98591419.html


 
 

“Finally, the decision came to operate -- the last resort to try to save the then 21-year-old girl. 
 
"(The surgeon) took out a tumor the size of a small football and sent the whole thing off -- in tact -
- to the pathologist," Dr. Bergamini says.  "And two days later, the pathologist called and said 'this 
is all scar tissue.'  And it was just 'do you have the right patient?!'  I said, 'what do you mean it's 
all scar tissue?'  He said 'it's all scar tissue, it's dead.'" 
 
What doctors had tested and were sure was cancer, suddenly was not.  And that is what the 
Vatican is investigating as a possible miracle. 
 
"Medically, you just kind of go this shouldn't have happened," Dr. Bergamini says. 
 
In 27 years and hundreds of patients, Dr. Bergamini has never seen a success story quite like 
Rachel's. 
 
"I define a miracle as something that is unexplainable by common medical practice -- accepted 
medical practice -- and Rachel certainly falls into that category," Dr. Bergamini says. 
 
3. Encourage students to respectfully discuss their feelings and beliefs upon learning the 
outcome for Rachel.  
 
4. Next, ask students to write a short essay entitled This Is My Hope.  


