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Perseverance 

Grades 6-8 

Segment Summary: 

Despite having only one leg since birth, Hunter continues to persevere by engaging in physically 
demanding sports like hockey and water skiing and by focusing on the positive aspects of his life rather than the 
disadvantages that others may perceive. 

Perseverance is the determination to keep trying to achieve something in spite of difficulties.  When you look at 
Hunter, his perseverance is obvious.  He has persevered through hard and sometimes awkward times in order to have a 
fulfilling, adventurous life. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What characteristics does Hunter possess?

2. What is perseverance?

3. What type of perseverance does Hunter demonstrate?

4. Whom do you know personally who has persevered in spite of difficulties?

5. Do you think that Hunter’s disability forced him to have perseverance?  If so, how?

6. Do you think that Hunter would have had the same determination to persevere if his disability had occurred later 
in life rather than at birth?  If so, how?

7. Would your view of the world, your life’s ambitions or your goals change if you suddenly became disabled?

8. How does Hunter handle conflict and harassment stemming from his disability?

9. Have you ever been harassed at school, at home or in your neighborhood?  How did you handle the situation?
What are some other ways that you could have resolved the conflict?

10. Has there been a particular event in your life that has caused you to strengthen your character and persevere?
Explain.
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Vocabulary Words and Definitions: 

Challenge (n.)  
Definition:  a test of one’s abilities or resources in a demanding but stimulating undertaking 
Context:  Mr. Hernandez faces the challenge of teaching English to his Spanish-speaking students. 

Commitment (n.) 
Definition:  a pledge to do 
Context:  Amila’s commitment to babysit for her little brother was stronger than her desire to go shopping with her friends 
after school. 

Determination (n.) 
Definition:  the quality of trying to do something even when it is difficult 
Context:  Determination and hard work helped Hurst to raise his overall math average from a C to an A. 

Goal (n.)  
Definition:  the final purpose or aim; the purpose toward which an endeavor is directed 
Context:  The group’s goal was to raise $15,000 to pay for the homeless shelter’s food and supplies. 

Motivate (v.) 
Definition:  to make someone want to achieve something and make them willing to work hard in order to do it 
Context:  Many parents motivate their children to complete their household chores by offering cash allowances as 
rewards. 

Obstacle (n.)  
Definition:  that which stands in the way or opposes; anything that hinders progress; a hindrance; an obstruction 
Context:  Twisting his ankle on the first day of track practice was an obstacle that Horace had to overcome. 

Overcome (v.) 
Definition:  to defeat (another) in competition or conflict; conquer 
Context:  Before jumping out of a plane, the skydiver had to overcome her fear of falling. 

Perseverance (n.) 
Definition:  sticking to a task, purpose or goal 
Context:  Angel’s perseverance was the key to her success in learning how to drive. 

Positive attitude (n.) 
Definition:  a good feeling and manner of carrying oneself 
Context:  Sonia’s positive attitude helped her to always see the bright side of things. 

Source:  Longman Advanced American Dictionary.  Harlow:  Pearson Education Limited.  2000.
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Activity: Once Upon a Time … 

Objectives: 

Students will be able to 
 Give examples of stories about perseverance

 Identify common characteristics within the stories of perseverance

 Compose an original fable that incorporates the element of personification

 Recognize the elements of fables and perseverance

Materials: 

 Pen, pencil

 Paper

 In a remote environment, meeting software will need to have “breakout room” or similar function 
enabled to allow pairs of students to have discussions. Also, handouts may need to be emailed 
to students ahead of time or shared in meeting software chat function

Procedure: 

1. Ask students to give examples of familiar characters who portray and stories that contain
elements of perseverance.

2. Discuss the similarities among the characters, conflicts, elements of perseverance and results in
students’ examples.

3. Ask students to suggest reasons why non-human characters (personification) seem to recur in
“teaching” stories.

4. Assign each student to compose an original “fable” that includes a personified main character
who has the ability to overcome obstacles in order to reach a goal.  Remind students that this
type of story needs to include societal values (depicted perhaps in the goal, the attempt to reach
the goal and/or the outcome).

5. Allow students opportunities to share their stories.  Ask the audience to listen for elements of the
genre and of perseverance.


