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Justice/Fairness 
 

Grades 6-8 

 
Segment Summary: 
 
Adam Brownfield and Nicole Blakely illustrate both sides of the justice/fairness coin.  While Adam was sentenced 
to federal prison for taking a teen’s life, Nicole was given a second chance at alternative school for her intent to 
harm another child. 
 
Sentenced to 18 years in prison for killing a teenager, Adam Brownfield will spend most of his young adulthood locked up.  
Adam had to learn to protect himself on the street.  He says fighting gave him a “natural high,” and he and his friends 
would fight anyone who tried to “get around” them.  Gradually, Adam’s violent behavior escalated, and soon he was 
fighting with weapons rather than using just his fists.  Two years ago, when he was only 16 years old, Adam stabbed a 
boy to death.  Now he’s serving prison time for the crime he committed.   
 
Like Adam, Nicole Blakely may have been headed to prison if the police hadn’t stopped her from stabbing a neighborhood 
boy who had been harassing her younger brother.  Instead of a prison sentence, Nicole was sent to alternative school.  
She says whenever she got angry, it felt like her whole mind was in flames, and when she held a knife to her victim’s 
throat, she admits it felt good – like all the flames had finally been put out.  Both Adam and Nicole had tough childhoods.  
They say their mothers weren’t there for them and that they each learned to use violence as a way to feel powerful.  But 
one common, defining moment of violence in each of their lives placed them on very different paths.  Nicole is working to 
turn her life around and is making plans for the future.  Adam, on the other hand, tries not to think about the 16 years of 
prison time he has left to serve.  Though once united by acts of violence, they are now divided by society’s perceptions of 
justice and fairness. 
 

Discussion Questions:   
 

1. What character traits can you identify in Adam and Nicole? 
2. What is your definition of justice? 
3. Was justice served in Adam’s and Nicole’s cases?  Why or why not? 
4. Both Adam and Nicole say their parents weren’t there for them.  What could their parents have done differently? 
5. How would you explain the “good” or “high” feelings these two teens experienced when they were being violent? 
6. What do you think would have happened if no one had stopped Nicole when she tried to stab a boy?   
7. What do you think would have happened if someone had stopped Adam from killing a teenager? 
8. How will Nicole’s life be different from Adam’s life 20 years from now?  How will their lives be similar? 
9. Have you ever been attacked or had someone threaten your life at school, at home, in your community, etc.?  

How did it make you feel?   
10. Is it fair for criminals’ records to follow them even though they’ve already served their time? 
11. Did Nicole and Adam deserve the same punishment?  Explain. 
12. Is everything that’s “just” according to the law also “fair” according to what you believe is right or wrong?  Explain. 
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 Vocabulary Words and Definitions: 
 
Catalyst (n.)   
Definition:  someone or something that causes an important change or event to happen    
Context:  Gabrielle’s car accident was a catalyst for her to seek help concerning her drinking problem.  
 
Cope (v.)   
Definition:  to accept and deal with a particular situation 
Context:  In order to cope with his grandfather’s death, Christian sought help from the school counselor. 
 
Defense (n.)   
Definition:  the statements and arguments made in a court of law to prove that someone is not guilty of a crime  
Context:  In his own defense, Martin testified in court that he was not guilty by reason of insanity. 
 
Due process (n.)   
Definition:  the correct process that should be followed in law and that is designed to protect someone’s legal rights  
Context:  Amelia was not convicted because the police obtained evidence in her home without a search warrant, which 
disregarded her right to due process. 
 
Fairness (n.)   
Definition:  the quality of treating everyone equally  
Context:  In fairness to the students without computer access, Mrs. Parsons did not require the research papers to be 
typed.  
 
Harass (v.)   
Definition:  to annoy or threaten someone again and again   
Context:  Judith and Reynaldo threatened to harass Amy if she told the teacher she saw them cheating. 
 
Justice (n.)   
Definition:  fairness in the way people are treated  
Context:  Children have a strong sense of justice, often treating their peers fairly. 
 
Prosecution (n.) 
Definition:  the process or act of bringing a legal charge against someone for a crime 
Context:  Shauna could face prosecution for her role in the attempted robbery. 
 
Ruling (n.)  
Definition:  an official decision, especially one made by a court 
Context:  The parents of the victim did not agree with the ruling on the murder case, which cleared the defendant of all 
charges. 
 
Self-concept (n.) 
Definition:  the mental image a person has of himself or herself 
Context:  Sid’s negative self-concept is directly related to his inability to lose weight. 
 
Self-esteem (n.) 
Definition:  a person’s feeling that he or she deserves to be liked, respected and admired 
Context:  Calliope had low self-esteem and felt depressed because of her classmates’ constant teasing. 
 
Torment (v.)   
Definition:  to deliberately treat people cruelly by annoying them or hurting them  
Context:  Gerald’s classmates liked to torment him by hiding his clothes while he showered after gym class. 
 



 

3 

 
 
 
 
Verdict (n.)   
Definition:  an official decision made by a jury in a court of law about whether or not someone is guilty or not guilty of a 
crime  
Context:  After four days of debate, the jury reached a guilty verdict in the robbery case.  
 
Zero tolerance (n.)   
Definition:  a way of dealing with crime in which every person who breaks the law (or rule), even in a very small way, is 
punished as severely as possible  
Context:  The school board has zero tolerance for students who bring drugs to school.   

 
 

Source:  Longman Advanced American Dictionary.  Harlow:  Pearson Education Limited.  2000. 

 
 
Activity: And Justice for All? 
 
Objectives: 

Students will be able to 
 Analyze the aspects of a crime to determine the appropriate punishment 
 Participate in a discussion to decide the appropriate consequences of actions 
 Recognize that the standards used to judge behavior vary depending on the situation 
 Create a list of alternative consequences for a behavior  
 Practice listening and speaking skills in a small group discussion 

 
Materials: 

 Pens, pencils  
 Paper 
 And Justice for All? worksheet 

 
Procedure: 

1. Allow students time to read the scenarios on the And Justice for All? worksheet.   
 

2. After students read the scenarios, ask them to write a fair solution to each. 
 

3. Once students finish writing their solutions, assign them to work in small groups of about five students to discuss 
how they feel and what they wrote about each scenario.  Explain to students that they need to listen to what their 
classmates say in order to determine if those comments change their minds.  Allow approximately 10 to 15 
minutes for discussion.  

 
4. After students complete their discussions, allow them approximately five minutes to write any new thoughts or 

feelings they brought back from the discussions.  
 

5. Allow students to express how they felt originally and then share if they changed their minds based on what the 
other students said. 
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And Justice for All? 

 
Name:  _________________________ 
 
 
Directions:  Below are four situations that need a fair solution.  After you read each situation, write a 
solution you feel would be fair to everyone involved.  
 
Two men kill someone – do they both deserve the same punishment?  

 
 A man defends his home and family from a thief who breaks in and threatens to kill them.  The 

man wrestles with the thief, and during the struggle, the thief’s gun accidentally goes off, killing 
the thief.  The homeowner has no previous record; in fact, he volunteers on a regular basis within 
his community.  How should the situation be resolved?  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Another man robs a convenience store.  During the robbery, the clerk struggles with the robber, 
the gun goes off and the clerk is killed.  The robber has four previous convictions - one for assault 
and three for assault with a deadly weapon.  How should the situation be resolved? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Two girls bring drugs to school – do they both deserve the same punishment? 
 

 A girl stays up late studying for a major math test.  She wakes up the next morning with a 
headache, so she takes a couple of aspirin.  Her mother tells her to take a few extra aspirin with 
her to school in case her headache doesn’t go away.   After her second class, the girl still has her 
headache, so she takes two more aspirin.  A teacher sees the girl taking the pills and turns her in 
to the principal’s office.  The school’s policy concerning drugs on campus advocates zero 
tolerance.  How should the situation be resolved? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Another girl at the same school hides marijuana in her locker.  During a routine drug search, the 
drug dogs smell the marijuana in her locker, and the girl is sent to the principal’s office.  How 
should the situation be resolved? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Two women kill a pedestrian –do they both deserve the same punishment?  

 
 A woman is driving home on a dark, rainy night.  She sees a figure in the road and swerves to 

miss the figure.  It’s too late, and she hits and kills a pedestrian.  The driver has no previous 
driving tickets on her record.  How should the situation be resolved?  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 A teenager is on her way home from a party.  Between 9 p.m. and midnight, she consumed four 
beers.  On her way home, she feels sleepy and is having a hard time keeping her eyes open.  
She’s driving in a well-lit area and sees a pedestrian in the road.  She hits and kills him.  How 
should the situation be resolved? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 


