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Honesty 
 

Grades 9-12 

Segment Summary: 
 

Pat Foster has a dilemma. After working late at night on school nights, he has homework to do, and he is 
tempted to cheat.  Many students face this dilemma on a regular basis. 

 
Many students today are taking a short cut at school – cheating on tests and homework. In 1952 38% of students reported 
cheating, and today the percentage is 70%.  Educators, parents, and experts are looking for reasons for this dramatic 
increase.  Many people say it is the pressures of achieving good grades, getting into the “right “ college, and the overall 
pressures to succeed in today’s competitive world. Experts report that the key is helping kids listen to their conscience – 
something they too often “forget” to do. Pat Foster still sometimes takes that short cut, but upon reflection he wonders if it 
hurts him in the long run.      

 

 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What are some of the reason cheating has increased in the last 50 years? 
2. Is cheating considered “ok” as a way of getting ahead? Where does that kind of thinking come from? 
3. Kristyn believes there is nothing wrong with cheating, but she wishes they would call it something else.  Is she 

trying to deny that her behavior may be wrong? 
4. Cheating is often looked at as a short-term solution to a problem.  What are the long-term consequences to 

cheating? 
5. What can a school do to deal with the cheating that goes on there? 
6. If a person cheats and says they can stop but doesn’t stop, is that an indication of a deeper problem? 
7. Who is morally responsible for cheating – students, teachers, parents, others? 
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Vocabulary Words and Definitions: 
                             
Clique (n.)   
Definition:  a small, exclusive group of people who think they are special, who are not friendly toward outsiders and who 
are held together by common interests, views or purposes   
Context:  Even though she didn’t like to dress in black, Sarita wanted to be a part of the gothic clique.          
Devalue (v.) 
Definition:  to make someone or something seem less important or valuable 
Context:  By laughing at her, Reva’s classmates devalued her contributions to the discussion about the themes in The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer. 
 
Dishonest (adj.)   
Definition:  characterized by a lack of trustworthiness, ethics and morals    
Context:  Toby’s peers thought he was dishonest because he cheated when he played cards. 
 
Faux (adj.)   
Definition:  artificial, but made to look real     
Context:  Cassandra wore a faux fur to make it appear as if her family were wealthy.   
 
Flattered (v.)   
Definition:  to be pleased because a person has shown one that he or she likes or admires one    
Context:  Lourdes flattered Harriet by showering her with attention and affection.    
 
Hindsight (n.)   
Definition:  the ability to understand facts about a situation only after it has happened    
Context:  In hindsight, Fellipe realized he shouldn’t have borrowed his father’s car without permission.      
 
Honesty (n.)   
Definition:  the quality of being what one appears to be so that one says what one thinks, shows what one feels, etc.; 
fairness and straightforwardness of conduct   
Context:  Howard’s honesty led his classmates to elect him class treasurer.       
 
Media literacy (n.)   
Definition:  the ability to use critical thinking skills in accessing, analyzing and evaluating information from television, 
radio, the Internet, newspapers, magazines, etc. 
Context:  Once they develop media literacy, teens will be able to determine whether an advertiser is being truthful or 
dishonest. 
  
Ramification (n.)   
Definition:  a result or effect of something someone does, which that person may not have expected when he or she first 
decided to do it      
Context:  After getting caught for breaking curfew, one ramification Ito suffered was losing his driver’s license for an entire 
month. 
 
Resolution (n.)   
Definition:  the final solution or answer to a problem or difficulty       
Context:  The only resolution to Samuel’s problem was to admit he erred in judgment.      
 
Résumé (n.)   
Definition:  a short written description of a person’s education and previous jobs that he or she sends to an employer 
when applying for a job      
Context:  The internship with the public relations firm was a perfect way to make her résumé look more enticing to 
prospective employers.   
Scandal (n.)   
Definition:  behavior or events, often involving famous people, which are considered to be shocking or immoral     
Context:  Zack’s date with his best friend’s girlfriend became the latest scandal everyone was talking about at school. 
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Tabloid (n.)   
Definition:  a newspaper that has small pages, many photographs, little serious news and short stories about sex, 
famous people, etc., that are often based on gossip      
Context:  According to the story published in the tabloid, researchers have found the Lochness Monster.    
Worst-case scenario (n.)   
Definition:  a description of the most horrific way a situation could possibly develop    
Context:  Woodrow thought killing a pedestrian was the worst-case scenario for a drunken-driving accident.    
 
 
Source:  Longman Advanced American Dictionary.  Harlow:  Pearson Education Limited.  2000. 
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Activity: A Lead or a Lie? 
 
Objectives: 

Students will be able to 
 Identify the major elements of a news lead 
 Discuss the importance of honesty in journalism 
 Rewrite a mainstream news lead in tabloid style 
 Recognize the differences between tabloid and mainstream writing styles 

 
Materials: 

 Pens, pencils  
 Paper  
 Chalkboard or overhead 
 Mainstream newspapers and tabloid newspapers 

 
Procedure: 
 

1. Begin a discussion about media literacy by asking your students the following questions: 
 

 What is media literacy?   
 How skilled are you at determining the value of a news story?   
 How do journalists decide what is newsworthy and what is not?   
 Have you ever thought about the stories that you don’t see in the news or the details that 

are left out of stories?   
 Can the public ever really know the “whole” story?  Why or why not?   
 How important do you think it is for newspapers to be honest about the information they 

print? 
 Do you think you can trust the information you read in newspapers?  Why or why not? 

  
2. Write a mainstream newspaper headline and “lead paragraph” on the board or overhead.  Ask 

students what they think the purpose of the news lead is.  
 
3. Tell students that there are many different types of leads.  The most common type is the 

summary lead.  Journalists use the summary lead to give the reader a general overview of a story 
before going into more detail.  Explain that the headline and lead have specific purposes in a 
news story: 

 
 To get the reader’s attention 
 To inform the reader about the story 
 To organize the story 

 
4. Ask students why it is important for newspaper stories to include interesting headlines and leads.   
 

Note:  Students’ answers should include that a well-written lead will hook the readers into reading 
the entire story, an outrageous headline will get people’s attention and they’ll buy the paper, etc. 

 
5. Explain the six elements of a news lead and ask students to identify each element in the sample 

lead on the board.  The elements are as follows: 
 

 Who:  Identifies the important people involved in the story 
 What:  Describes the event taking place in the story   
 When:  Gives the time frame for the event 
 Where:  Names the location(s) of the news event 
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 Why:  Explains the reason for the news event  
 How:  Explains the ways the event came about and/or the effect it will have on the  

reader 
 

Explain that in the news lead, the most important of these elements appears first in the 
paragraph, followed by the others.  The lead is short and concise.  Students should save the 
details, such as names, titles and addresses, for later in the story. 
 
Example of a poorly written lead:  Last night at 11:13 p.m., a fire broke out in Mrs. Jeannie 
Smith’s home at 123 Jones Street in the historic Rosewood district of Bert, Vermont, which was 
named after the city’s first permanent resident, Ernestine Bert, in 1790.  Five fire trucks and three 
police cars reported to the scene where the fire spread and burned for six hours, destroying the 
city’s most prized landmark, the Rigley Orchestra Hall.  Fire Chief John P. Moss says an arsonist 
started the blaze. 
 
Example of a better lead:  Police believe arson is the cause of the late-night fire that ripped 
through Vermont’s historic Rosewood district, destroying the prized Rigley Orchestra Hall and 
several other buildings.  

 
6. Give students an example of a tabloid story lead.  Ask them to identify the elements just as they 

did with the legitimate news story.  What differences do they notice?   
 

7. Assign students to choose a story lead from a mainstream newspaper and rewrite it as a tabloid 
lead.  They will also include a headline with the lead.  Remind students that tabloids take 
advantage of the public’s interest in scandal and strange occurrences, so the new leads must be 
outrageous, but still somewhat believable. 

 
Note:  If possible, allow students to use photographs or graphics to illustrate their leads. 

 
8. Post the leads on a bulletin board or compile them in a binder to use as story starters for future 

writing assignments. 
 
 
 

 


