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Generosity  
 

Grades 9-12 
 

  

Segment Summary: 
 
Monique Swinger devotes her time and commitment to mentoring community youth. 
 
Monique Swinger took her first steps toward a lifelong commitment to help others when she began attending her local 
Boys & Girls Club four years ago.  That’s where she met Darryll Sparks, the club’s teen supervisor, whose self-sacrifice 
and generosity inspired Monique to follow in his footsteps.  Today, she spends her afternoons tutoring and advising youth 
as a Boys & Girls Club mentor.  She says that working with younger children to solve their problems and lessen the 
amount of stress in their lives makes her a better person inside and out.  While being a role model isn’t easy and can be 
time-consuming, Monique says her dedication is well worth the effort.  Helping youth makes her feel like she’s part of a 
tight family and allows her to connect with those in her community.  But most importantly, Monique says mentoring 
strengthens her sense of self-worth when she witnesses the positive changes that result from her generosity and 
compassion. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What qualities must an effective mentor possess? 
2. Monique says that Darryll inspired her.  Has anyone ever inspired you to do something?  Explain. 
3. Monique talks about what she gains from helping others.  What benefits do you receive when you perform 

generous acts?   
4. What type of commitment is involved in mentoring? 
5. How does mentoring go beyond most types of volunteering?  
6. What kind of impact does a mentor have on his or her mentee?   
7. Why is it important for mentors and mentees to be committed to each other?  
8. What lessons can mentors learn from their mentees?  
9. Should mentors and mentees come from similar or different backgrounds?  Explain.  

10. What would be your goals or expectations for a mentoring relationship?  
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Vocabulary Words and Definitions: 
 

Benevolent (adj.)  
Definition:  described as kind, charitable, considerate, chivalrous, generous, etc.   
Context:  Pasha admired Tad’s benevolent gesture of bringing her all of her homework assignments while she 
recuperated from surgery.         
 

Demographic (n.)  
Definition:  a fact or statistic about the people who live or work in a particular area, such as age or race     
Context:  While researching the demographics of his community, Malik discovered that men outnumber women in his 
neighborhood.   
 

Fiscal (adj.)  
Definition:  connected with money, taxes, debts, etc.  
Context:  Because the school operates on a limited budget, administrators must adopt a fiscal policy that requires them to 
spend their money wisely.      
 

Generosity (n.)  
Definition:  willingness to give money, time, etc., in order to help or please someone   
Context:  Babysitting your younger siblings so that your parents can take the night off is one way to demonstrate 
generosity. 
 

Humble (adj.)  
Definition:  not considering oneself or one’s ideas to be as important as other people or their ideas  
Context:  After following the tornado’s destructive path, Teresa felt humble in the presence of the townspeople who 
suffered great pain and sorrow. 
 

Interchangeably (adv.)  
Definition:  using each of two things in the place of the other    
Context:  Many people use the words “boy” and “guy” interchangeably. 
 

Mentor (n.)  
Definition:  an experienced person who advises, encourages and helps someone less experienced  
Context:  Roberto’s mentor spends hours teaching him how to fish and play the guitar.   
 

Nonprofit (adj.) 
Definition:  relating to an organization, school, hospital, etc., that uses the money it earns to help people instead of 
making money, and therefore, doesn’t have to pay taxes 
Context:  Members of the medical society established a nonprofit organization in order to provide health services to 
community members who cannot afford them.     
 

Philanthropist (n.)  
Definition:  a rich person who gives money to help the poor or those who need money to do useful things   
Context:  An anonymous philanthropist helped fund the construction of the school’s new gymnasium.      
 

Service-learning (n.)  
Definition:  a program that allows a person to strengthen academic skills while performing generous acts to improve a 
community   
Context:  When students participate in service-learning, they witness the impact that their actions have on the community 
at large. 
 

Solicit (v.)  
Definition:  to ask for money, help or information 
Context:  Many nonprofit organizations, like the Salvation Army, solicit money and clothing from the public and then 
distribute these contributions to those in need. 
 

Source:  Longman Advanced American Dictionary.  Harlow:  Pearson Education Limited.  2000. 



 

3 

Activity: Tongue-Twisting Generosity  
 
Objectives: 

Students will be able to 
 Explore denotative and connotative meanings of vocabulary words 
 Use vocabulary words in context  
 Incorporate vocabulary words into tongue twisters 
 Attempt to recite other students’ tongue twisters 

 
Materials: 

 Pens, pencils 
 Paper 
 Generosity Vocabulary Words and Definitions handout 

 
Procedure: 

1. Briefly review the Generosity Vocabulary Words and Definitions handout. 
 
2. Introduce this activity by challenging your students to repeat the phrase, “Right rear wheel well,” five times. 
 
3. Continue by asking your students to share their own examples of tongue twisters with the class.  
 
4. Explain to your students that tongue twisters require alliteration.  Continue to explain that alliteration is the use of 

similar sounds at the beginnings of words.  In addition to tongue twisters, poems often include alliteration for 
special effects. 

 
5. Challenge your students to create tongue twisters for at least five of their vocabulary words.  Each tongue twister 

must contain at least one vocabulary word.  The catch is that although some tongue twisters are silly, each 
vocabulary word must be incorporated into the tongue twister in a meaningful way.   

 
Note:  You may decide to have your students work independently or with a partner to complete this activity.  

 
6. After students complete their assignments, allow them to exchange their tongue twisters with each other and 

attempt to recite them. 
 

 


