Character and Life Skills

Video Title: Trapped, Self-Management
Lesson Title: Freedom of...?
Grade Level: High School

Project and Purpose

Students write, present, and defend a proposal for an
amendment to the US Constitution regarding a new freedom.

Essential Question

Why is it important our guaranteed freedoms are written in an
official document (i.e., the US Constitution)?

Note: This will most likely take two sessions for the discussion, draft, and presentations.

Materials

* First amendment of the U.S. Constitution (provided)

* Note: An excellent resource to support discussion of the First Amendment can be found on
the Legal Information Institute of Cornell University website: www.law.cornell.edu/wex/first_
amendment

*  Writing materials and/or computer writing programs

Procedure

1. Discuss with class how Americans enjoy many freedoms, many of which are guaranteed in the First
Amendment of the United States Constitution as adopted into the Bill of Rights in 1791. Post/display

the words of the First Amendment and/or have someone read the statement aloud.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of
grievances.

2. Ask students:
*  What five freedoms are expressed in the First Amendment?
* What are the rights associated with each of these freedoms?

* How have they witnessed these freedoms being practiced in current events in their school,
community, and in the nation?

*  Which is the most valuable or which do you value most? Why?

*  What freedom, in their opinion, is missing?
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3. Ask students to connect Andrew Wolpa's story to the title: Freedom. What freedom, as guaranteed
by the U.S. Constitution, was Andrew expressing? Explain.

4. Explain to students that they have been challenged to propose the latest amendment to the US
Constitution: Freedom of . With a partner, they will write a proposal including
rationale and details for the freedom. After their proposals are written, they will read it aloud as
a public statement for the class to hear and debate, so they should be prepared to support their
proposal with clear rationale, evidence, and necessary details. Their proposal may be written in any
style they wish, just as the founders of America used their own language skills and writing style to
write the First Amendment.

5. Give pairs a set amount of time to draft, edit, and rehearse a presentation of their amendment
before the presentation date.

6. On the presentation date, arrange seats in a circle and have partners stand when reading or
announcing their proposals. Allow civil discourse to clarify details and rationale for each.

7. When all proposals have been presented, ask students how they might approach the government
with their proposals. Why would it be important to get their proposals into an official document?

Conclusion

Conclude with a discussion or a brief written response to: Why is it important our guaranteed freedoms
are written in an official document (i.e., the US Constitution)?

Notes
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The First Amendment of the
United States Constitution

Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free

exercise thereof;

or abridging the freedom of

speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the government for a
redress of grievances.
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