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Pre-Viewing: Before watching the video...
1. Turn and talk: “What do you think of when you hear the word tolerance?”

2. Share with the larger group.

Discussion Questions: After watching the video...
3. Why was it important for the film to open with examples of how Royida is “just a normal girl”?  

4. The Muslim family members talk about life after 9/11, an historic day in modern American history, 
worth examining for facts and impact.  One boy says his mother did not let him play outside 
because people were angry with and blamed anyone who was Muslim for the tragedy.  Do you think 
the mother was right to do this?  Explain your answer.

5. Does exposure to people who differ from you build tolerance?  Explain.

6. One of the young people in the film says that you need to be around people who are different 
than you to develop communication skills and relating skills.  If you don’t, it will be “detrimental 
to you” and “stop your progress.”  What do her statements mean?  Does tolerance help build 
communication and relationship skills, or do communication and relationship skills help build 
tolerance?  Explain your answer.

Materials
•	 Video and projector/screen
•	 Chart paper
•	 Quotations, printed and affixed to chart paper (quotations provided at end of lesson)
•	 Response options, printed and posted
•	 Discussion questions, copied, posted, or projected
•	 Markers

Project and Purpose
Students consider the nuances of the definition of tolerance by 
responding to quotations in writing, drawing, and discussion.

Essential Question
What does tolerance mean? How are tolerance and acceptance 
similar and how do they differ?

Character and Life Skills
Video Title: Tolerance: Royida’s Story 
Lesson Title: Tolerance	Graffiti 
Grade Level: Middle School
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Procedure
1. To prepare for a “Graffiti Conversation,” post chart papers around the room, as far apart from each 

other as possible, with one quotation from the provided list affixed to the top of each.  There should 
be enough stations to support the number of groups of three students in your class.

2. Post a second piece of chart paper marked “Response options” next to each paper.

3. Introduce students to the concept of a “Graffiti Conversation.”  This is where students read a 
comment and write or draw a response in the appropriate space.

4. Depending on the size of the class, assign individuals, pairs, or small groups to each paper.  Each 
student will have a marker.  Groups will change to different papers three times.  

5. ROUND ONE:

•	 Students read then write or draw their initial reaction to the quotation.

•	 Students write/draw for two minutes, at which point teacher will call, “Switch.” 

•	 When “switch” is called, students move one paper to the right.

ROUND ONE coaching suggestions:

•	 What does this quotation make you think about?

•	 What questions does this quotation make you ask?

•	 Do you agree with this quotation? Disagree? Explain.

6. ROUND TWO:

•	 Students read and respond to what has been written.

•	 Students write/draw for two minutes until “Switch” is called. 

•	 When “switch” is called, students move one paper to the right.

ROUND TWO coaching suggestions:

•	 What did someone write/draw that you agree with? Why?

•	 What did someone write/draw that you disagree with? Why?

•	 Do you have something to add to what someone else wrote?

7. ROUND THREE:

•	 Students read and respond to what has been written.

•	 Students write until “Finish” is called. 

ROUND THREE coaching suggestions:

•	 What did someone write/draw that you agree with? Why?

•	 What did someone write/draw that you disagree with? Why?

•	 What can you add to what someone else wrote/drew?

Note: Advanced/older groups might be given the option to rotate to all charts on their own time. 
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Conclusion
In small groups or as a class, discuss:

•	 What stood out to you? 

•	 What questions do you have?

•	 What did you see/read that made you think about something in a different way?

•	 There were quotations about tolerance as positive as well as quotations about tolerance as 
negative. When is tolerance negative?

•	 Is tolerance the same as acceptance?  Explain your answer.

•	 Which quotation do you think Royida would be drawn to? Why?

Notes
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Handout: Tolerance	Graffiti	Quotation	Selections

The highest result of education is tolerance.   
Helen Keller 

In the practice of tolerance, one’s enemy is the best teacher.   
Dalai Lama 

Tolerance is giving to every other human being every right that you claim for yourself.   
Robert Green Ingersoll  

The test of courage comes when we are in the minority. The test of tolerance comes  
when we are in the majority.   
Ralph W. Sockman 

Tolerance becomes a crime when applied to evil.   
Thomas Mann 

Tolerance is a very dull virtue. It is negative. It merely means putting up with people,  
being able to stand things.   
E. M. Forster 

Tolerance is another word for indifference.   
W. Somerset Maugham 

Men build too many walls and not enough bridges.   
Joseph Fort Newton 

If we cannot end now our differences, at least we can help make the world safe for diversity.   
John F. Kennedy 

If man is to survive, he will have learned to take a delight in the essential differences  
between men and between cultures.   
Gene Rodenberry 

Tolerance isn’t about not having beliefs. It’s about how your beliefs lead you to treat  
people who disagree with you.   
Timothy J. Keller 

Travel teaches tolerance.   
Benjamin Disraeli 
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