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Pre-Viewing and Discussion Questions 
Bullying and Violence Prevention: Ryan Halligan 
Grade Level: High School
 
Pre-Viewing:

1. Before watching the video, write the following terms on the board and ask students to define each:

•	 cyberbullying (posting mean, antagonistic, or threatening messages or information about a  
 person online)
•	 blindside (surprising or shocking someone in a very unpleasant way) 

2. Draw a Venn diagram on the board and label one circle “cyberbullying” and the other “blindside.”   
 Have students work individually, with a partner, or as a full class to complete the Venn diagram.   
 Discuss how the words intersect.  

3. Explain that they will watch a video about a boy who experienced such severe cyberbullying that he  
 committed suicide and how his parents were blindsided. 

Discussion questions:
1. Describe Ryan Halligan as a “kid.”  What qualities did he possess?  How do you think those qualities  
 contributed to his story?    

2. Ryan’s sister says that the saying “Sticks and stones may break my bones but names can never hurt  
 me” was proven wrong by her brother.  Why?  

3. Ryan struggled in school and other kids used this as an opportunity to bully him.  Discuss your own  
 experiences in school with this situation.  Is it a familiar tale?  Why or why not?  What is wrong with this  
 scenario?  

4. Why was his dad blindsided?  Who is responsible for this blindsiding?

5. His father says, “There is nothing more powerful than being able to get online and post at a website  
 for the rest of the school to read.”  How does the Internet give power?  How is the power of technology  
 to blame for Ryan’s death?

6. Ryan’s father says, “The problems that are occurring today are not because technology itself is evil  
 or bad, it’s because there is this lack of awareness and lack of education.” What would you say to  
 someone who believes the Internet is evil or bad?  Why?

7. Describe the healing process Ryan’s family has had to go through.  What action steps did they take?   
 Why?  What do they hope to accomplish?

8. His mother says, “Don’t ever believe that this can’t happen to you.”  Comment on this statement.


