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Project and Purpose: 
Students analyze the way news stories are reported. 

Essential Question: 
Why is the way stories of cyberbullying are reported important?  

How should that inform the way we talk about cases of 
cyberbullying?

Materials:
•	 Access to reliable news sources (Internet, newspapers, magazines, etc.)
•	 Cyberbullying in the News worksheet 

Procedure:
1. Write on a board/chart “sensational vs. thoughtful” and ask students to define the phrase and the  
 individual terms (sensational: something that causes excitement or interest through exaggeration or  
 shocking details; thoughtful: done or made after careful thinking).

2. Ask: what makes a news story sensational?  Create a list on the board of ways people can  
 sensationalize a story. (Consider: appeals to emotions over facts, lacks objectivity, details are  
 exaggerated, truth is often buried, lack of investigative reporting, no contextual background, etc.)

3. Ask: What marks a news story as thoughtful?  Create a list on the board of how reporters can ensure a  
 story is thoughtful. (Consider: facts are well-researched and accurate, sensitive tone regarding the  
 subject, proof of investigation, reliable sources named, etc.) 

4. Discuss: Where do you find examples of each?  Which do you prefer?  Why?  Which is considered a  
 better way to report the news?  Why?

5. Discuss whether the Ryan Halligan story was sensational or thoughtful and ask for specific examples  
 to support their argument.  Which manner is most appropriate for telling a story like Ryan’s?  Why?  

6. Ask students how they hear of or read about cases of cyberbullying.  Are these sources sensational or  
 thoughtful?  How do you know?  Why is it important to distinguish between the two types of stories?

7. Explain that their assignment is going to be to work with a partner to find a local or national news  
 story about cyberbullying from a reliable, reputable news source (discuss how a reliable source  
 is a major news agency and/or newspaper with identified authors who cite their facts and sources).   
 Alternatively, the teacher can present copies of articles on the topic.  Students will do the following:

•	 Analyze whether the story is sensationalized or thoughtful with evidence from the text of the story.
•	 Pinpoint the facts of the story: the who, what, where, when, why, and how.
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•	 Write an opinion as to how the reader should react and respond to the story.
•	 Prepare an oral presentation of the story that would be considered by all as thoughtful. 

8. Assign an appropriate due date.

9. After oral presentations have been made, ask students to discuss how events of cyberbullying  
 have traditionally been represented in the news and to compare/contrast them with the presentations  
 they experienced.

Conclusion:
Ask students to discuss the following: Why is the way stories of cyberbullying are reported important?  
How should that inform the way we talk about cases of cyberbullying?

Sources:
•	 www.reference.com

www.reference.com
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THE FACTS

Information provided by the 
source: the who, what, where, 

when, how.

Sensational or Thoughtful? 

 
Title/Source  Date

Student Name/s

THE ANALYSIS: 
Sensational vs. Thoughtful

Prove your argument with 
evidence from the text.

READER RESPONSE

How should the reader react 
and respond to this news 

story?  Why?

ORAL PRESENTATION: 

Prepare an outline of how you will present this information thoughtfully to the group.


