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Bullying and Violence Prevention: Marvin 
Lesson Title: Speaking Out! 
Grade Level: Middle School

Project and Purpose: 
Students explore the power of speaking out one’s own 
experiences to build connections.

Essential Question: 
How can sharing personal experiences make the world a more 
compassionate place?

Notes: 
This lesson could be conducted over the course of two class periods. 

Materials:
• Writing utensils
• StoryCorps	Interview	Prep worksheet
• Voice recording devices (e.g.: students’ cell phones, class computers, audio recorders, etc.)
• In a remote environment, meeting software will need to have “breakout room” or similar 

function enabled to allow pairs of students to have discussions. Also, handouts may need 
to be emailed to students ahead of time or shared in meeting software chat function

Procedure:
1. Marvin tells us that he decided to write about his struggles as a gay teenager in an article for LA Youth.  

He explains his motivation for writing: “I saw this as my big chance to let the world know how it was for 
me to grow up as a gay youth and not be censored by anyone.”

2. Tell students about the non-profit organization, StoryCorps.  The mission of StoryCorps is: “to preserve 
and share humanity’s stories in order to build connections between people and create a more just and 
compassionate world. We do this to remind one another of our shared humanity, to strengthen and 
build the connections between people, to teach the value of listening, and to weave into the fabric
of our culture the understanding that everyone’s story matters. At the same time, we are creating an 
invaluable archive for future generations.” (https://storycorps.org/about/)

• Choose one StoryCorps interview to play aloud for students so that they can get a sense of what a 
StoryCorps interview sounds like.

3. Explain that in this class students will create their own StoryCorps-style recorded interviews. Everyone’s 
stories matter, and, just as Marvin spoke out about his experience as a gay teenager, it is important 
that all people speak out about their own unique experiences to build connections with others.

4. The interview is a central part of the StoryCorps experience, so in this activity students will work in 
teams of two or three to interview and record each other’s stories.
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5. First, ask students to respond independently, in writing to the interview questions that they will be
answering in their recorded StoryCorps interview (handout attached).

• Describe a time when you felt out of place.
• Where were you?
• Why did you feel out of place? What was going on to make you feel that way?
• Who was there?
• How did you get through the challenge of feeling like an outsider?
• What would you recommend to younger people who might have the same experience one day?

6. When students have completed the Interview	Prep worksheet, have students decide which person
in the pair will be the first interviewer. Students should set up their recording devices to record the
interviewer. The first interviewer will ask the questions that are on the Interview Prep sheet and give
the interviewee time to respond to each question. When they finish the first interview, they should
switch roles and record the second person’s interview.

Conclusion: 
Bring students back to the essential question underlying this lesson: How can sharing personal 
experiences make the world a more compassionate place? 

Ask	students	to	briefly	journal	about	their	experiences	as	the	interviewer	and	the	interviewee.	

• How did it feel to share their stories?
• How did it feel to hear another person’s story about the same topic?
• What connections did they discover that surprised them?

Bring the class back together and invite students who want to share about their experience in this lesson 
to share aloud. 

Possible extensions: 
Depending on the dynamics in your class, you may choose to host an audio “gallery” in which students 
can walk around the classroom listening to each other’s stories on headphones. This activity will require 
creating norms with your class to make sure that students treat each other with respect as they listen to 
each other’s stories.
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Activity: Speaking out! 
StoryCorps Interview Prep 

Name Date

In this activity, you will record an interview in which you respond to the questions below. To prepare for your 
interview, take some time to write your responses to the questions below. 

1. Describe a time when you felt out of place.

• Where were you? Describe the setting.

• Why did you feel out of place? What was going on to make you feel that way?

• Who was there?

• How did you get through the challenge of feeling like an outsider?

• What would you recommend to younger people who might have the same experience one day?




