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Pre-Viewing and Discussion Questions 
Attendance and Achievement: Guadalupe 
Grade Level: High School

Pre-Viewing
1. Before watching the video, ask students to define the words immigration, obstacle, and resilience  
 (immigration: moving to a foreign country; obstacle: something that blocks or hinders progress;  
 resilience: the capacity to recover from difficulties). 

2. Ask students: What obstacles do immigrants face when they move to a new country? Students can  
 draw upon information they have gotten from history courses or their own life experiences. For  
 example: learning a new language, making new friends, adjusting to new foods. Write the list of  
 obstacles students generate on the board. 

3. Ask students: What does it take to overcome those obstacles? Who can help? For example: It would  
 take an open mind to get used to new foods and traditions. A teacher, a coach, a religious leader, or a  
 neighbor can be helpful in introducing immigrants to new ways of life. 

4. Ask students to consider a time when they encountered obstacles that they had to overcome. Who  
 did the call upon to help them overcome that obstacle? Students can briefly write their responses and  
 then share with a partner sitting next to them, if they feel comfortable doing so. 

5. Explain that they will watch a video of a young woman who immigrated to the United States from  
 Mexico and overcame a number of obstacles to reach her goal of attending the University of Wisconsin.

Discussion Questions
1. How did moving back and forth between Mexico and the United States impact Guadalupe?

2. Mr. Alpert, Guadalupe’s government teacher, says “I think the fact that she’s gotten into the University  
 of Wisconsin speaks in itself for the kinds of things that she can do.” What do you think it shows that  
 Guadalupe got into the University of Wisconsin? What are some of your achievements? What do your  
 achievements reveal about you?

3. Sometimes the adults in our lives have to make decisions that we don’t like. In Guadalupe’s case,  
 her father had to move their family back and forth from Mexico. Think about a time when your parent  
 or another adult in your life made a decision that had an impact on you. Step into their shoes and ask  
 yourself: why do you think they had to make that decision? How do you think they may feel?

4. Mr. Alpert, Guadalupe’s teacher, tells us that “the lesson is that people have to be able to get over  
 obstacles because they’re going to be there.” What is the message he’s trying to get across? Has that  
 proven to be true in your own life?

5. Guadalupe closes the video saying: “you have to feel how hard it is to get there.” What does she mean  
 by this statement? Do you agree with what Guadalupe is saying? Do we have to feel pain in order to  
 feel success?

6. What is a goal that you have for yourself right now? What obstacles may you encounter on your way to  
 reaching that goal? How might you overcome those obstacles? Is there anyone who could help you?


