
© Connect With Kids Network   www.connectwithkids.com   1.888.598.KIDS (1)

Attendance and Achievement: Guadalupe Fonseca 
Lesson Title: A Posting Fit for Everyone 
Grade Level: High School

 

 

Topic
Code-switching across cultures

Essential Question
How do we operate across multiple cultural spheres? 

 
Materials

•	 “My Cultural Spheres” handout
•	 “A Posting Fit for Everyone” handout
•	 Writing utensils 

Procedure
1. Introduce the idea of “cultural spheres” to students with a “Chalk Talk” or silent conversation.

•	 Write the words “cultural spheres” inside a circle in the center of the chalkboard/white board or  
 smart board and have all students come up to the board to write any terms, ideas, or questions  
 that come to mind in response to the phrase. Encourage students to connect their ideas to those  
 that their classmates write and to pose questions in response to other students’ comments.  
 You may need to remind students that this is a silent brainstorming conversation in which we  
 communicate through writing.
•	 After several minutes of writing, ask students to take a step back and read the board to get a sense  
 of what the class thinks about “cultural spheres.” 

2. When students return to their seats ask them to share their ideas about what constitutes a cultural  
 sphere based on what they read on the board. Add to the discussion by asking students: What makes  
	 cultural	spheres	different	from	each	other?	Can	people	be	members	of	multiple	cultural	spheres?	

3. Ask	students	to	recall	from	the	Guadalupe	film:	What	cultural	spheres	does	Lupe	belong	to?	(Answers	 
 may include: her family culture, Mexican-American culture, Mexican culture, teen culture, University of  
	 Wisconsin	culture,	etc.)	What	are	some	of	the	characteristics	of	Lupe’s	different	cultural	spheres?	 
	 (Answers	may	include	styles	of	dress,	language,	foods,	past	times,	etc.)
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4. Using the “My Cultural Spheres” handout, invite students to think about the cultural spheres to  
 which they belong. What cultural spheres do they belong to? Who are the other members? What are  
 the characteristics of each cultural sphere that makes it unique?

5. Now	ask	students	to	think	about	an	event	that	they	have	posted	about	in	the	past	(or	could	 
	 conceivably	post	about)	on	social	media	(e.g.:	Twitter,	Facebook,	Instagram).	This	could	be	a	birthday,	 
 a celebration, a graduation, an idea they want to share, an opinion, etc. On the handout “A Posting Fit  
 for Everyone,” students should choose one event that they would post about. Then they will write the  
 post in ways that are appropriate for three of the cultural spheres they are members of. For example,  
 a student might write a post about his birthday. He should write the post in a way that is appropriate  
	 for	his	family,	his	friends	in	the	Dominican	Republic	(where	he’s	originally	from),	and	his	friends	from	 
 his school in the United States.

6. Bring the class back together for a class discussion. 

•	 Introduce the term “code switch.” To code switch is to modify our behavior according to different  
 social or cultural norms. 
•	 How did you have to code switch to write social media posts for different cultural spheres that  
 you are a part of? Which of the cultural spheres felt most comfortable to write for? Which was most  
 challenging?  Why?

Conclusion
Ask students to return to the essential question of this lesson: How do they operate across cultural 
spheres? In what ways do they behave similarly across cultural groups? In what ways do they need to 
code-switch	when	interacting	with	different	groups?	 

Notes
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My Cultural Spheres
Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________     Date  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Directions
Consider	the	different	cultural	spheres	that	you	are	a	member	of.	In	the	spheres	below	answer	
the following questions: What is the cultural sphere? Who are the other members? What are the 
characteristics of each cultural sphere that makes them unique?

Members: 
	 • 
	 • 
	 • 

Characteristics: 
	 • 
	 • 
	 •

Cultural Sphere Name:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Members: 
	 • 
	 • 
	 • 

Characteristics: 
	 • 
	 • 
	 •

Cultural Sphere Name:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Members: 
	 • 
	 • 
	 • 

Characteristics: 
	 • 
	 • 
	 •

Cultural Sphere Name:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Members: 
	 • 
	 • 
	 • 

Characteristics: 
	 • 
	 • 
	 •

Cultural Sphere Name:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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A Posting Fit for Everyone
Directions

Choose	one	event	that	you	would	post	about	on	social	media	(e.g.:	Facebook,	Instagram,	Twitter).	Write	the	
post about that event in ways that are appropriate for three of the cultural spheres you are members of. 

For example, a student might write a post about her/his birthday. S/he should write the post in a way that 
is	appropriate	for	her/his	family,	her/his	friends	in	the	Dominican	Republic	(where	s/he’s	originally	from),	
and her/his friends from his school in the United States. Describe the event that you would post about: 

First	cultural	sphere	you	are	writing	for	(e.g.:	my	family,	my	school	friends,	etc.):	

How would you write the social media post for this group? 

Second	cultural	sphere	you	are	writing	for	(e.g.:	my	family,	my	school	friends,	etc.):	

How would you write the social media post for this group? 

First	cultural	sphere	you	are	writing	for	(e.g.:	my	family,	my	school	friends,	etc.):	

How would you write the social media post for this group? 


